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Malawi launched the 2018 Population and 
Housing Census publicity campaign on 
Tuesday 6th June in Lilongwe with Minister 

of Finance, Economic Planning and Development, 
Goodall Gondwe emphasizing on the importance of 
census results in informing planning for the country’s 
development agenda. 

He also called upon Malawians to aim at having 
smaller and manageable families to slow down the 
current rapid population growth.

“The last census for Malawi was in 2008, 10 years 
down the line Malawi has yet another opportunity 
to ensure that its development needs are accounted 
for through the census,” he said as he launched the 
countdown publicity campaign.

The UN Women Representative- Ms Clara Anyangwe, 
speaking on behalf of the UN Resident Coordinator, 
highlighted the value of census to the development 
of any country including Malawi. 

She also retaliated the UN’s commitment to support 
the census in Malawi alongside other development 
partners “Census is among the most complex and 
massive peacetime exercises a nation undertakes. 
It does not merely count people; it also measures 
fertility, mortality and movement, helping to predict 
demographic trends,” said Clara.

The 2018 Malawi Population and Housing Census 
exercise is expected to start in September and 
run for a period of 21 days. Different development 
partners including DFID, USAID, Royal Norwegian 
Government, Standard bank, Irish Aid and the UN 
among others have provided technical and financial 
support towards the 2018 census. This year’s census 
will collect data using tablets.

The launch was attended by various group of people 
including local leaders who committed their support 
towards the data collection period by allowing the 
enumerators to work in their communities and also 
help in sensitizing their subjects to be ready and 
provide all the information. The 2018 census is guided 
by the theme Be counted-leave no one behind.

Malawi launches the 2018 Census Countdown Campaign

Local leaders attending the launch

Enumerator collecting data during the census pilot in September 2017
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The UN Team with Members of Parliament
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The United Nations in Malawi on 20th June 2018 
discussed with the Speaker of the House and the 
Members of Parliament who are chairpersons 

of committees of Malawi Parliament in Lilongwe on 
the 2030 Agenda and what is required to leave no 
one behind in the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

At the meeting, the UN Country Team also presented 
its new 2019-2023 UN Development Assistance 
Framework (UNDAF) for Malawi, a joint partnership 
agreement between the UN system and the 
Government of Malawi, highlighting development 
areas where the UN will be supporting interventions 
in country for the next five years. 

UN Resident Coordinator, Ms. Maria Jose Torres, said 
Members of Parliament play a key role in driving and 
sustaining national action towards development, 
including the promotion and protection of human 
rights, gender equality and the rule of law. 

“Parliaments that truly represent the full diversity of 
their societies, adopt effective legislation and hold 
their governments to account, can powerfully shape 
a positive and inclusive future for their countries,” said 
Torres. “Hence, Parliament is a critical player in the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, which aims to 
bring about transformation and change in people’s 
lives.” 

She said the principle of “leaving no one behind” is at 
the heart of the 2030 Agenda so that all people benefit 
from sustainable development and the full realisation 
of human rights, without discrimination. 

“Members of Parliament are uniquely positioned 
to act as an interface between the people and State 
institutions, amplifying the voice of the people of 
Malawi to promote and adopt people-centred policies 
and legislation, and therefore ensure that no one is left 
behind,” said Torres. 

Speaker of Parliament Richard Msowoya said the 
meeting open venues for greater understanding of 
the SDGs and to explore a more sustained cooperation 
between the UN and the Parliament in Malawi to 
support the implementation of the SDGs while 
fulfilling the legislative mandate. 

“Most of the times, Members of Parliament think that 
implementing development interventions is just the 
job of the Executive but the Executive needs someone 
who can show them where that money should go. 
They need someone who can tell them what impact 
the money approved by Parliament has had in the 
society,” said Msowoya. 

Among others, the MPs asked for support to 
develop relevant legislations that would support 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

The UNDAF contributes to Malawi Government’s 
national development priorities and incorporates the 
SDGs. It further guides UN Agencies’ programmes 
to ensure UN-wide coherence and represents a 
collaborative link with the Government of Malawi’s 
development aims expressed in the Malawi Growth 
and Development Strategy (MGDS) III, a national 
development strategy for Malawi.

UN engages Malawi Parliament on SDGs, New UNDAF
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Malawi has launched a new national action plan 
to protect and promote rights of persons with 
albinism. The plan, to be implemented from 2018 

to 2022, was launched at a joint event on 23rd June 2018, 
in Karonga District to also commemorate the International 
Albinism Awareness Day, which falls on June 13th.

Minister of Gender, Children, Disability and Social Welfare, 
Dr. Jean Kalilani, said nobody in Malawi should face 
segregation or injustice because of their appearance, 
calling on all stakeholders to intensify the fight against 
violence against persons with albinism and promote their 
capabilities so that they equally participate in and benefit 
from the country’s development.

“We have to show the world that Malawi is a country where 
people with all types of disabilities and specifically those 
with albinism are respected and have equal opportunities 
in life,” she said, noting this would be in line with the 2018 
theme for the day: Shining Our Light to the World.

On the new National Action Plan on Persons with Albinism 
in Malawi, Kalilani said the plan will guide comprehensive 
efforts to address challenges persons with albinism face 
in various areas such as education, health, empowerment, 
protection and human rights, calling for continued 
collaboration among stakeholders to ensure successful 
implementation of the plan.

Speaking on behalf of the UN, UN Women Representative, 
Clara Anyangwe, said attacks and killings of persons with 
albinism have particularly affected women and children 
with albinism as, she said, they are exposed to intersecting 
and multiple forms of discrimination.

“The UN has supported the Government in implementing 
the previous National Albinism Response Plan to prevent 
different forms of violence against persons with albinism 
using funding from the UK’s Department for International 
Development (DfID) through the Human Rights Window 
of the One Fund of the UN in Malawi,” said Anyangwe.

Principal Secretary for Ministry of Gender, Children, 
Disability and Social Welfare, Dr. Esmie Kainja, said, so far, 
Malawi has adopted stiffer punishments for perpetrators 
of crimes against persons with albinism, established 
working relations with neighbouring countries to deal 
with cases involving people from neighbouring countries, 
and strengthened community policing structures to 
ensure persons with albinism are protected in their 
communities.

Principal Secretary for Ministry of Civic Education and 
Community Development, Ivy Luhanga, also said 
government is intensifying awareness on the protection 
of persons with albinism in local communities across the 
country.

Association of People with Albinism in Malawi (APAM) 
President Overton Kondowe said they were pleased that 
issues of rights of people with albinism have become part 
of Malawi’s national development agenda, but said more 
needs to be done to remove barriers limiting enjoyment of 
human rights by persons with albinism, including ending 
discrimination in access to socio-economic opportunities.

The commemoration also included a solidarity walk, 
viewing of pavilions by key stakeholders who showcased 
their contributions in protecting and promoting rights 
of persons with albinism, and performances such as 
traditional dances, poem and community theatre – all 
contributing to awareness raising and advocacy against 
attacks and killings of persons with albinism. An albinism 
theme song also spiced up the event with messages 
condemning attacks and killings of persons with albinism.

Out of 145 incidents of crimes against persons with 
albinism reported to the police since 2014, 45 have been 
completed, 47 cases are still under investigation, 21 cases 
are in courts, and the remainder of the cases are with 
the Office of the Director of Public Prosecution, were 
discontinued or closed.

Malawi launches new Action Plan on albinism, celebrates Albinism Day

Solidarity Walk on International Albinism Awareness Day
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With financial support from the European Union 
(EU), the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) has procured and 

handed over 14 vehicles to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Water Development of Malawi to support 
the strengthening of two nutrition sensitive agriculture 
flagship programmes, KULIMA and Afikepo.

KULIMA (Kutukula Ulimi m’Malawi), which literally 
means “Promoting farming in Malawi “ and  Afikepo, 
which means “Let them [the children] develop to their 
full potential”, are five-year EU-funded programmes, 
designed with the goal of improving agricultural 
productivity and food and nutrition security. 

These complementary programmes have a strong 
component for building capacity of extension workers 
on transformative participatory farmer learning 
approaches like the Farmer Field School and use of Care 
Groups for enhancing nutrition education.

At least 600 extension workers and 8000 community-
based facilitators will be trained. These in turn will train 
and mentor at least 400,000 farm families in the 10 
districts on various sustainable production practices 
within a nutrition sensitive agriculture lens, to enhance 
their logical decision making process and improve their 
livelihoods.  

Speaking at the handing-over ceremony, FAO Sub 
Regional Coordinator for Southern Africa, Mr. Patrick 
Kormawa highlighted the significance of the vehicles in 
supporting programme implementation. 

He said: “One of the main challenges affecting delivery of 
extension services is mobility of extension workers. This 
consignment of 14 vehicles being handed over today 
is to facilitate coordination and supervision of the two 
programmes by the Agricultural Development Divisions 
(ADD) and the respective project districts. 

Under the same arrangement 450 motorcycles and 8000 

bicycles are being procured to facilitate the frontline 
extension workers and community based facilitators 
respectively in the 10 project districts.”

EU Ambassador to Malawi, Mr Marchel Germann 
reiterated the European Union’s commitment to working 
with the Government of Malawi and FAO to support 
improved agricultural productivity, food and nutrition 
security within the context of climate change.

“We are glad that 14 cars (eight under Afikepo and six 
under KULIMA) bought by FAO with EU funds are today 
being handed over to representatives of the ADDs and 
districts where KULIMA and Afikepo are implemented. 

These vehicles will help address mobility constraints of 
the Agriculture Front-line workers, particularly to deliver 
extension support and nutrition advocacy at community 
level. We hope that Government will make the best use 
of these resources in the interest of the programmes,” 
the EU Ambassador said. 

Malawi’s Minister for Agriculture, Irrigation and Water 
Development, Joseph Mwanamvekha, extended his 
gratitude, and acknowledged that mobility is key in 
ensuring that achievement of goals for programmes of 
KULIMA and Afikepo is well supported through effective 
outreach. 

“I would like to extend my thanks to the EU in Malawi 
and FAO, who have shown that they are true partners 
in improving agriculture extension services as we work 
together towards increased productivity for farmers 
in Malawi. These vehicles will be put to good use by 
extension staff from our ministry and I am confident that 
they will be instrumental in transforming how we deliver 
services to farmers in the 10 Afikepo - KULIMA districts,” 
the Minister said.

He applauded the partnership between the Government 
of Malawi, the EU and FAO.

FAO strengthens extension services in Malawi with logistics 

Agriculture minister test driving one of the cars
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King Letsie III of Lesotho, Special Ambassador 
for Nutrition of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 

visited Malawi from 18 to 21 June, 2018, on a trip that 
emphasized the close linkages between nutrition 
and agriculture. During the visit, he advocated for 
strengthening a multi-sectorial approach to improving 
diets and nutrition security for all Malawians.

The visit provided King Letsie III with an opportunity 
to appreciate first-hand how the Government of 
Malawi, together with FAO, its UN sister agencies 
and non-governmental organization stakeholders, 
are working to address issues of nutrition in 
the country, both at local and national levels.
 
Key engagements included a courtesy call and state dinner 
with the President of the Republic of Malawi, Professor 
Arthur Peter Mutharika, high level interactions with the 
respective Ministries of Agriculture, Irrigation and Water 
Development, and Health and Population, meetings with 
Members of Parliament, NGOs, Development Partners, 
as well as the Zero Hunger Board and the United Nations.

During the visit, King Letsie III urged various stakeholders 
in Malawi, to come up with actions that aim at improving 
public and private investments to enhance the quality 
of food systems in the country. His tour included a 
field visit to Kasungu district, where he interacted 
with community members and appreciated nutrition 
sensitive agriculture that they are practicing. He cited 
the visit to Malawi as informative and interesting:  “I have 

witnessed the commitment of the Government of Malawi 
in collaboration with its UN partners, to the fight against 
malnutrition. My congratulations to all concerned.” 

The ultimate goal of King Letsíe III’s mission as FAO 
Special Ambassador for nutrition was to promote 
Zero Hunger as an achievable goal for Malawi.

FAO Special Ambassador for Nutrition, King Letsie III of Lesotho, Visits Malawi

King Letsie III meeting with various partners working in nutrition

King Letsie III visiting a local community in Kasungu

King Lestie III appreciates integrated homestead farming
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The graduation ceremonies of the first cohort 
of Master Trainers on Farmer Field School held 
at Thuchira, Lisasadzi and Mzuzu Residential 

Training Centres (RTCs), marks progress on the journey 
to improving agriculture, food and income security for 
farmers in Malawi. 

The graduates come as part of FAO’s Revitalizing 
Agriculture Clusters and Ulimi wa M’ndandanda, a 
component of the Government of Malawi’s KULIMA 
programme, which is funded by the European Union 
(EU). 

KULIMA, an abbreviation for Kutukula Ulimi M’Malawi, 
is a five-year EU-funded programme, designed with the 
goal of improving agricultural productivity and food 
and nutrition security, through the strengthening of the 
District Agriculture Extension Service System. 

Access to agriculture extension services is critical to 
adoption of improved technologies. So far, 84 master 
trainers and 90 community based facilitators have 
completed and graduated from the master trainer’s 
course. 

At colourful graduation ceremonies held at each of the 
three RTCs, participants on the master trainer’s course 
demonstrated knowledge gained from the training. 
Participation of community based facilitators during the 
ceremonies also solidified the fact that lead farmers are 
ready to complementarily be part of the transformation 
which this training will contribute to agricultural 
production. 

Gloria Chrissie Mwalwanda, Lead Farmer from Karonga, 
who completed training as community based facilitator 
says: “This training has really improved our methods 
and ways of doing things in agriculture. As farmers we 
practice what we have been taught in the past, but 
now we have learnt improved ways on how to go about 
agricultural methodology.

“As a farmer, I am very happy that I have trained as a 
community based facilitator. I will take this knowledge 
to other farmers so that they too are empowered to 
improve their standard of living through agriculture 
production.” 

Those trained on Farmer Field School methodology will 
go on to train farmers in the 10 KULIMA programme 
districts, imparting various sustainable production 
practices within a nutrition sensitive agriculture context, 
with the aim of enhancing farmers decision-making 
processes and improving their livelihoods. At least 
400,000 farm families will be trained and mentored in 
the 5 year period of the programme.

“It is expected, now that you have graduated, that you will 
share the knowledge and skills gained to more staff and 
farmers. You were not selected to come and participate 
by accident, but rather because of the efforts that you 
are already demonstrating in implementing the FFS 
approach in your duty stations as well as sections,”  were 
the words from Dr. Eviness Nyalugwe, Guest of Honour, 
representing the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Water Development at the graduation ceremony in 
Mzuzu.  

A total of 174, extension workers and community based 
facilitators have graduated from the Master Trainer’s 
course implemented by FAO at Thuchira RTC in Blantyre 
ADD), at Lisasadzi RTC in Kasungu ADD, and Mzuzu RTC 
in Mzuzu ADD. 

KULIMA is being implemented in the districts of Chitipa, 
Karonga, Mzimba, Nkhata-Bay, Nkhotakota, Kasungu, 
Salima, Chiradzulu, Thyolo and Mulanje.

First cohort of master trainers on Farmer Field School graduates 

Lead Farmer Gloria Mwalwanda who graduated as a community based facilitator responds to a question 
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IPPF chair for the Africa Region Hon Niquice 
Antonio Rosario, who is a member of Parliament 
from Mozambique and his executive delegation 

visited UNFPA Malawi during their mission on 
strengthening and renewing partnerships with 
different organizations in Malawi. 

During their visit to UNFPA Malawi, they discussed 
continued collaboration with UNFPA in the areas of 
family planning and youth participation. 

“UNFPA is one of our oldest partners of IPPF and 
that is why we decided to come here first before we 
proceeded with our next meetings scheduled during 
this mission” said Antonio. 

He further said that high adolescent fertility, teenage 
pregnancies and harmful cultural practices remain the 
main challenges that IPPF through Family Planning 
association of Malawi and UNFPA can jointly address.  

In his response, the UNFPA Malawi Representative 
a.i Ibrahim Sambuli emphasized that UNFPA Malawi 
looks forward to continue working with Family 
Planning association of Malawi, FPAM, an affiliate 
of IPPF in Malawi, in the delivery of the 8th Country 
programme (2019- 2023) in areas of family planning 
and SRHR programmes targeting young people. 

He also commended FPAM for taking a leading 

role in family planning advocacy as well as youth 
engagement platforms by working with the office of 
the Malawi’s First Lady.

During the discussion, it was revealed that IPPF 
will be designing a five year programme on SRHR 
that will focus on young people in the areas of 
SRHR, Family planning, HIV programming and skills 
development which aim at empowering young 
people and advancing the Demographic dividend 
recommendations through supportive structures at 
community level. 

It was further mentioned that joint planning with 
UNFPA in the implementation of this strategy will be 
necessary to leverage technical and financial support. 

Besides the chairperson, the delegation also included 
and executive member Hon Lipumbu Lusia Magano-
Deputy Minister of Trade from Namibia, Liason officer 
from Addis Ababa and Malawi board members and 
staff of FPAM.

IPPF Africa Regional Executive Chairperson visits UNFPA Malawi

Hon Niquice Antonio Rosario (in red nect tie) listening from Ibrahim Sambuli, UNFPA Rep a.i
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Lilongwe Dairy Limited, a leading local 
manufacturing company and one of the 
recipients of the Malawi Innovation Challenge 

Fund (MICF) came out shining at this year’s 30th 
Malawi International Trade Fair, held in Blantyre as the 
Best Manufacturer and one of the best exhibitors at 
the Trade Fair.

In scooping the first position, the General Manager for 
Lilongwe Dairy Limited, Edwin Chilundo described the 
award as an important recognition of the investment 
and innovation that the company has pioneered.

“This is a testament that our company has been able 
to meet the Malawian customer expectations”, said 
Mr. Chilundo.

Under the MICF supported project, Lilongwe Dairy 
is currently implementing a two-year project aimed 
at managing Raw Milk wastage for small-scale Dairy 
farmers.

 “One of our key achievements under the MICF project 
has been improvement to the collection of rural milk, 
through the construction of a modern depot in Thyolo 
district, which has been equipped with modern fleet 
of local and intercity milk collection tankers,” explains 
Mr. Chilundo.

Through the same project, 184 small scale farmers 
from vulnerable households have also received dairy 
cows called, heifers to help improve their livelihood 
through dairy farming.

 “Our aim is to strengthen the supply chain by bringing 
it closer to the farmer and by offering milk and milk 
beverages that reach the remotest parts of the market 
at the best price preposition.

“We are aiming to promote productivity at the farm 
level, and increasing the national averages of milk 
consumption, which Malawi is said to have the lowest 
in the region,” says Mr. Chilundo.

With over 300 employees, Lilongwe Dairy Limited 
has managed to successfully distribute its products 
nationwide and are also exporting some of its 
products to the international markets in Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique and DR Congo.

MICF is a matching grant facility established to provide 
co-financing to the private sector for innovative 
inclusive business initiatives in the agricultural, 
manufacturing and logistics sectors. 

Development partners that are investing in 
the Challenge fund include the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), UKaid, IFAD and 
KfW.

Celebrating innovation in manufacturing

The trophy won by Lilongwe Daily Limited
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The Department of Climate Change and 
Meteorological Services (DCCMS), with the 
support of the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP).has embarked on a data digitization 
process for climate and weather data spanning, that 
will help improve the accuracy of climate information 
in the targeted areas.

The exercise which is set to run for 17 days is being 
conducted in Zomba District under the Green Climate 
Fund (GCF) funded ‘Saving lives and Protecting 
Agriculture-based Livelihoods in Malawi: Scaling up 
the use of Modernized Climate information and Early 
Warning Systems (M-CLIMES), being implemented 
by the Department of Disaster Management Affairs 
(Dodma).

The DCCMS Chief Meteorologist, Mr. Fred Kossam 
said that the digitalization of climate data is expected 
to bring many benefits to Malawi and will provide 
a fundamental building block for climate change 
adaptation and disaster management in the country 
by improving the accuracy of seasonal rainfall forecast.

“This is a milestone for the department as the project 
aims to develop and disseminate tailored warnings and 
weather advisories for fishing communities to reduce 
their vulnerability to climate induced weather patterns 
including strong mwera winds,” said Mr. Kossam

 “Agriculture sector including fisheries remains a key 
source of economic growth for the country. However, 
it is extremely vulnerable to climate variability, 
climate change and disasters such as floods, droughts, 
heavy rains and strong winds. Predicting increases 
in temperature and rainfall variability as well as 

forecasting is a key capability that will allow Malawi to 
effectively adapt to the impacts of climate variability 
and change,” Said Mr. Kossam.

The UNDP Portfolio Manager for Resilience and 
Sustainable Growth, Mr. Andrew Spezowka, said 
that responding to climate challenges in the country 
requires collective action from all people and 
stakeholders and that the UNDP is working to ensure 
that there is effective management of the environment, 
natural resources and climate change risks.

“Scaling up early warning and climate information 
systems in targeted areas can help put in place more 
shock-sensitive social protection systems, improve 
development planning, and reduce economic risks 
and save lives, and thereby contributing to the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals,” 
said Mr. Spezowka.

Approximately 85 percent of Malawi’s population 
lives in rural areas and is engaged in smallholder 
rain-fed agriculture where the economies are highly 
dependent on climate hence the need to collect local 
weather data and analyze it to predict and respond 
to climate variability. The digitalization exercise will 
have daily and seasonal weather information which 
will be used by subsistence farmers and fishermen 
to plan planting strategies, crop types, application of 
agricultural inputs, navigate stormy weather, and plan 
times and locations for drying fish.

Farmers and fishers benefiting from digitised weather data

Fishermen fixing their nets 
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Paulosi Mafunga has HIV, and receives 
food and nutrition support from WFP. ‘’I 
was taken to the clinic on a bicycle where 

I was admitted for three months. I was given 
nutritive food and I got back to life,” says Paulosi.

“I went to the point of weighing 37 kgs but within 
a month, my condition improved and I regained 
my weight and energy,” says Paulosi Mafunga, who 
lives in the southern district of Nsanje, Malawi. 

“Because of my health, I have to take medicine 
and eat twice a day. Sometimes, it makes me feel 
dizzy. It’s better if I have something in my stomach.”

In 2009, Paulosi, tested positive for HIV and 
immediately started antiretroviral therapy 
(ARVs). Last year, prolonged drought made his 
family food insecure and because of the poor 
nutrition that followed, he began wasting. 

He was admitted to Tengani Health Centre for Nutrition 
Care Support and Treatment where he received ready-
to-use therapeutic foods and vegetable oil. “At the 
health centre, they tell me that I look a lot better now.”

Mortality is three to five times higher for people 
living with HIV who begin treatment when 
they are malnourished than for those who are 
not malnourished. Food and nutrition support 
is essential for keeping people living with HIV 
healthy and improving the efficacy of treatment.

By providing food and nutrition support 
to members of the community, health 
centres can reach more individuals, allowing 
people to better adhere to treatment.

“I recovered and I am now taking the food at 
home,” he adds. Paulosi receives his specialized 
nutritive food and cooking oil. At the same time, he 
receives his month-long dosage of ARVs so he will 
not have to come again until next month. “At the 
health centre, they tell me that I look a lot better 
now. I am getting stronger every day,” he says.

People living with HIV are particularly vulnerable to food 
insecurity and malnutrition. To help vulnerable people 
like Paulosi cope with both malnutrition and HIV, the 
World Food Programme (WFP) provides food-insecure 
households with nutrition support, funded by The U.S. 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

“I couldn’t even walk. I was taken to the clinic on 
a bicycle where I was admitted for three months. 
I was given nutritive food and I got back to life.”

In 2017, WFP assisted about 127,000 malnourished 
adults and adolescents on antiretroviral and/or 
Tuberculosis (TB) treatment in 21 districts of Malawi, 
as part of the Nutrition Care, Support and Treatment 
(NCST) programme, which guides national nutrition 
services to TB patients and people living with HIV (PLHIV).

In Malawi, WFP’s food and nutrition assistance 
is an essential and cost-effective means 
of enhancing the success of ARV and TB 
treatment and supporting nutritional recovery. 

WFP supports the Government, led by the 
Department of Nutrition and HIV and AIDS at 
the Ministry of Health, and works with UN sister 
agencies in addressing malnutrition countrywide.

To quicken the pace of action to end AIDS, Malawi has 
adopted the UNAIDS Fast-Track approach to achieving 
global and regional targets. With PEPFAR’s support, WFP 
is building the capacity of the Government in improving 
the implementation and efficiency of HIV services. 

By providing nutrition support, WFP is helping enhance 
and sustain gains made in the fight against HIV.

“Last year, I lost a lot of weight to the point where people 
couldn’t recognize me. I couldn’t even walk. I was taken 
to the clinic on a bicycle where I was admitted for three 
months. I was given nutritive food and I got back to life. I 
returned home walking,” says Paulosi with enthusiasm.

Turning HIV and hunger into hope in Malawi

Paulosi receives packets of super cereal at Tengani Health Centre
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) Malawi has called for close collaboration 
in taking care of refugees and asylum seekers in the 

country.

UNHCR Malawi Representative Monique Ekoko made 
the statement at Dzaleka Refugee Camp when Malawi 
joined the rest of the world in commemorating the World 
Refugee Day which is annually celebrated on 20 June.

Ekoko said with the rising refugee figures in the country 
finding solutions to the various protection challenges 
they face is a complex endeavor hence requiring the 
collaboration of many partners.

“It must also be noted that now more than ever, taking care 
of refugees must be a global and shared responsibility 
not for government, UNHCR and implementing partners 
alone, but it is time for non-traditional partners to also 
play a greater role in embracing refugees and asylum 
seekers,” Ekoko said.

She added that this is why the UN Refugee Agency 
is bringing in the Comprehensive Refugee Response 
Framework (CRRF) which aims at establishing robust 
commitments of states that apply equally to refugees, 
migrants and the host communities.  

In his remarks, Deputy Commissioner for Refugees 
in the Ministry of Home Affairs and Internal Security 
Hudson Mankhwala who was also guest of honour said 
Government of Malawi is concerned with the congestion 
of Dzaleka Refugee Camp hence will go ahead with its 
plans of relocating the camp to Katili area in Karonga 
district.

“As you are aware cabinet directed that this camp be 
relocated to Karonga district, and that still stands, 
however as a temporary measure, government will 
allocate 400 plots to refugees on the other side of the 
camp. 

“This will reduce cases of encroachment which is on the 
rise in this camp due to heavy congestion. People have 
encroached into water points and built settlements along 
pathways a development which is bringing disorder in 
the camp,” Mankhwala said.

The Deputy Commissioner for Refugees also assured 
the refugees and asylum seekers that government will 
continue to recognize the situation of refugees fleeing 
into Malawi and allow them the key right of access to 
territory.

In his remarks, Eliezer Butoyi who represented the 
Dzaleka refugee community thanked UNHCR and its 
partners for striving in taking care of their daily needs 
and the Government of Malawi for allowing them access 
to territory and to freely live in the country.

The commemoration of the main event at Dzaleka was 
spiced up by traditional dances of both refugees and 
Malawians and attended by several high profile delegates 
including Heads of UN Agencies and Diplomatic Missions.

As part of the pre 2018 World Refugee Day activities, 
Dzaleka Select and Mlatho Mponela Football Clubs from 
Dzaleka Refugee Camp and host community respectively 
played a soccer match on Saturday 16th June at Mponela 
Community Centre Ground.

With funding from the UNHCR Regional Office in Pretoria, 
South Africa, the match was played outside the camp in 
an attempt to promote peaceful coexistence between 
refugees and the host community while cementing the 
cordial relationships that has existed for years between 
the two communities.

Malawi hosts some 38,000 refugees and asylum seekers 
mainly from sub-Saharan African countries with others 
from the Horn of Africa. 

The 2018 World Refugee Day was commemorated under 
the theme “We stand together with refugees” and mainly 
focused on three thematic areas of education, shelter 
and livelihood.

UNHCR calls for multi-stakeholder approach to embracing refugees

Holly Tett British High Commissioner joins the dance

German Ambassador and Deputy Commisioner for Refugees 
and other officials join Mganda dance
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UN Women, in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Irrigation and Water Development 
(Department of Agricultural Extension Services, 

DAES) commissioned a study on a Gender Analysis of Macro 
and Micro Finance Institutions Policies and Procedures. 

Following the report validation on 11th April 2018, 
a meeting was held on 31st May 2018 in Lilongwe 
to disseminate the findings and advocate for the 
reforms of financial procedures aimed at enhancing 
women farmers’ and entrepreneur’s access to credit.

Stakeholders from various organisations such as 
banks, civil society and the government discussed 
the findings of the report, including challenges 
that women face in accessing finance and 
recommendations on how to address the challenges. 

High loans interest rates, women not having access 
to collateral, frequent droughts due to climate 
change and fear of marriage breakup due to property 
grabbing by micro-financing agencies were cited 
as some of the problems hindering women`s 
ability to engage in entrepreneurial activities.

Speaking at the meeting, the UN Women 
Representative, Ms. Clara Anyangwe stressed 
on the importance of creating a conducive 
environment to promote women`s access to finance. 

She further remarked that “creating conditions 
for women to succeed, has the potential to 
improve household incomes, reduce poverty and 
inequality in the country and therefore promote 
economic opportunities for all Malawians”. 

During the meeting, strategies on how to create 
harmonised systems of generating interest rates for 
women to access credit were recommended. As a way 
forward, a round table discussion with commercial banks 
and other MFI’s will be held to develop specific products 
and procedures to promote women’s access to credit. 

Rural women farmers will also engage with 
the macro and micro finance institutions to 
discuss on possible ways to create a conducive 
environment for women to access credit. 

The discussions and subsequent recommendations that 
emerged from the meeting are expected to expand 
women’s entrepreneurship, thus not only improve 
wellbeing at household level, but will effectively contribute 
to improvement of the national economy at large.

Reaching rural women farmers, entrepreneurs through credit

Dr. Bulilani, Controller of Agriculture Extension 
and Technical Service

Clara Anyangwe, UN Women Representative  with 
Fred Simwaka from Ministry of Gender

Stakeholders who attended the meeting
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Issa Alfred Saidi’s job often takes him beyond his head 
teacher office at Nampinjuja Primary School in Mangochi, 
Malawi. He is quite often found making house calls, 

visiting learners who are absent from school or appear to 
be facing some problems. Issa is a man who commands 
great respect in the school and surrounding community. He 
is also a cheerful man and is a favorite among his students, 
with whom he is often found laughing with.

They nicknamed him soldier, a man who doesn’t relent in 
fighting for all children to stay in school. He marches around 
the villages, engaging with parents and chiefs about the 
particular importance of girls’ education.

The plight of girls

There are many factors conspiring to force girls out of 
school in rural Malawi. Poverty tends to present marriage 
as a better alternative to education and give girls and their 
parents false hope of a brighter future.

“Culturally, marriage is seen as an achievement for the 
girl,” explains Issa. An unwed girl eventually brings some 
embarrassment to the family so even without the promise 
of a better life, girls will be married off at a very young age.

Girls’ enrollment is high in the lower classes. As they 
progress through primary school, the risk of dropping out 
increases significantly. Issa believes it his job and that of 
local leaders and parents to keep a close eye on the girls 
and encourage them to stay in school.

“It starts with missing a day then two days of school and 
before you know it someone has dropped out of school. If a 
girl is absent from school for more than a few days, we find 
out why,” he explains.

Changing the narrative

Issa has been teaching since 1990. He says there is a lot that 
has changed since then. “As head teacher I am now able to 
protect children in my school. We have been trained to run 
a child friendly school, where students are able to seek help 
from teachers and local committees,” explains Issa.

There is a new set up in school; learner’s councils now give 
learners a platform to participate in school management. 
“When we decide on school rules it is not just teachers 
sitting down to determine what the law is. We discuss with 
the learner’s council, chiefs and parents,” says Issa.

Parents, who previously arranged their daughter’s 
marriages prematurely or looked the other way when girls 
dropped out of school have now started to act. Through 
village committees such as the motvher group, child 
protection committees and by-laws championed by chiefs, 
there is stronger support for girls’ education and swift 
action to bring girls back to school.

Girls like Zione Majidu, who dropped out of school now 
have the chance to learn to read and write, to catch up with 
their peers and eventually return to regular school. When 
she was just 10 years old Zione dropped out of school 
to help her parents with household chores, farming and 
piecework. At 14 she got married, had a baby 2 years later 
and then left her abusive husband when her daughter was 
just a year old.

When she heard that there was a special school enrolling 
girls who had dropped out she saw this as her chance to 
start over.

The learner’s council, child friendly school practices 
and second chance education for girls are some of the 
initiatives implemented by UNICEF and its partners under 
the UN Joint Programme for Girls’ Education. With funding 
from the Norwegian Government, UNICEF and two other 
UN agencies; WFP and UNFPA, are bringing a range of 
interventions tailored to address the challenges that girls 
face.

The UNJPGE is a holistic, human rights based programme 
aimed at improving access, quality and relevance of 
education for girls in Salima, Mangochi and Dedza districts. 
Parents, mother groups and teachers like Issa, have been 
trained in life skills and gender responsive methods.

“The programme engages girls themselves, boys, parents, 
teachers and local leaders, nurturing a community that 
promotes girls’ education,” says UNICEF Malawi Chief of 
Education Kimanzi Muthengi.

Hope for Girls: How the UN is working to keep girls in school

Issa Alfred Saidi - Headteacher 
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Mwandida Kazembe has one job: ensuring her 
four children have enough to eat. It’s not an 
easy task. The family has struggled since her 

husband’s death seven years ago. Farming is Mwandida’s 
only source of food; she grows maize on a small garden 
plot.

In a good year, she harvests five bags of maize, enough 
to feed her family for about five months. However, there 
haven’t been enough good years lately so she’s had to 
make do with just two or three bags each year. “The 
rain is unpredictable, it comes late or too little,” says 
Mwandida.

Support for the deprived

In a country where half of the population lives below the 
poverty line, Malawi’s need for humanitarian assistance 
is immense.

As many as three million people (25% of the population) 
are categorized as ultra-poor (IHS 3).  They struggle to 
find food, shelter, healthcare and education. Women 
and children are particularly vulnerable.

Mwandida lives in Balaka, a flood and drought prone 
district in southern Malawi. Soon after her husband 
died, she started receiving a small amount of money 
every month to help her and her children survive.

“At the time, it was obvious that we were struggling. 
Some women from the village came to ask me questions 
about our situation, what food we had and if we had any 
assets,” recalls Mwandida.

This monthly lifeline is the Government of Malawi’s 
Social Cash Transfer Programme (SCTP), supported by 
the EU, the German Government, the World Bank, Irish 
Aid and UNICEF. Under the SCTP, Mwandida and many 
others identified as the poorest receive a small amount 
to help them make ends meet.

On average, a family receives MK 7,000 (about $10) per 
month. The monthly allowance varies between MK 2,600 
and MK 5,600, depending on household size, in addition 
to bonuses received for each child enrolled in primary 
school and secondary school.

An extra burden for the poor

The months just before the harvest are the hardest for 
Mwandida and thousands of poor families across many 
districts in the country. By then they have run out of any 
stored food and food prices are at their highest in the 
markets.

Some 15 out of the country’s 28 districts are classified 
as disaster-prone. Floods and drought in these districts, 
which include Balaka, hit poor families like Mwandida’s 
particularly hard.

To respond to the situation, Malawi’s humanitarian food 
response has increased considerably over the past few 
years, reaching an exceptional peak of 6.7 million people 
in need of support between July 2016 and March 2017.

A UNICEF supported study found that SCTP beneficiaries 
like Mwandida are often left out of humanitarian 
assistance provided because their communities feel 
that they are already better off just by being SCTP 
beneficiaries. This misconception hurts the poorest who 
are most exposed to shocks such as floods and drought.

Killing two birds with one stone

Government of Malawi and its partners are now 
working on strengthening the national social protection 
system so that it does not only support more poor and 
vulnerable individuals and families in need, but can also 
scale up humanitarian response to emergencies if and 
when needed.

With funding from UK Aid and Irish Aid, UNICEF 
supported the Government of Malawi in a trial 
providing a humanitarian top-up to social cash transfer 
beneficiaries, living in drought-affected areas in Balaka 
who are already classified as extremely poor and labour-
constrained.

Tamandani Ntepa, a social welfare officer in Balaka, says 
from December 2017 until March 2018, cash transfer 
beneficiaries have been receiving additional money to 
help them deal with the added hardships during the 
lean months.

“Recurrent and predictable food crisis during the lean 
season and how they affect the poorest families is 
a huge part of why UNICEF is working with various 
partners to support Government of Malawi to deliver 
humanitarian assistance through existing social 
protection programmes,” says UNICEF Chief of Social 
Policy Edward Archibald.

Providing Emergency Assistance Through Cash Transfers

Mwandida and her daughter shelling her harvest
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The Ministry of Gender, Children, Disability 
and Social Welfare, through the Department 
of Nutrition and HIV and AIDS, with technical 

and financial support from UN Women, conducted 
intergenerational dialogues on harmful cultural 
practices that render adolescent girls and boys 
vulnerable to gender-based violence (GBV) and HIV-
AIDS in Mangochi, Mulanje, Blantyre and Karonga 
districts between 1 and 12 June 2018.

The intergenerational dialogues targeting young 
people, community members, HIV Support Group 
Members, Faith-based and Traditional leaders were 
carried out in collaboration with district teams 
comprising of  Gender Officers, Youth Officers, HIV 
and Aids Officers, Social Welfare Officers and Local 
Government Officers. 

The dialoagues aimed to influence attitude and 
behavior change, as well as to help promote male 
involvement through the construction of favorable 
gender norms, attitudes and behaviors to mitigate 
the impact of HIV and AIDS utilizing the HeForShe 
approach. 

The dialogue sessions also served as major learning 
opportunities to ascertain localized views from the 
community in understanding the harmful cultural 
practices that render adolescent girls and boys 
vulnerable to GBV and HIV-AIDS. 

The sessions were also a platform to enhance the 
resilience of young people, especially girls and young 
women, to curb harmful cultural practices. The 
dialogue sessions also identified and mobilized 106 
men and boys as HeForShe ambassadors. 

During the sessions, participants developed localized 
action plans that will be incorporated into the District 
Development Plans. 

The action plans will aid and guide individual and 
community led initiatives on the steps required 
to promote positive gender norms, attitudes and 
behaviors to mitigate GBV and the spread of HIV-AIDS. 

The Department of Nutrition and HIV and AIDS with 
the district teams in the four districts are currently 
conducting engagement sessions with Mother 

and Father Groups, Initiation Ceremony Custodians 
(Angaliba, anakanga and anankungwi) and traditional 
chiefs (a total of 90 participants, 30 from each district). 

This activity arises from the intergenerational 
dialogue sessions, as a strong recommendation to 
further contextually understand the harmful cultural 
practices emanating from Initiation Ceremonies. 

This will result in the development of strategies that 
will positively contribute towards the elimination of 
risky sexual behaviors to mitigate GBV and the spread 
of HIV and AIDS.

Providing emergency assistance through cash transfers

The District Commissioner officially opening the 
dialogue sessions in Mangochi

Traditional Leaders developing action plans in Mangochi

106 
men & boys 

for HeForShe 
Ambassadors 
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Stakeholders in the TEVET sector in Malawi have 
agreed on the need to improve the way Trade 
Advisory Committees –TACs and Sector Advisory 

Committees – SACs operate in the country for them to 
bring the desired change to the sector.

This has been established on Monday, June 25, 2018, 
at the Ministry of Labour, Youth, Sports and Manpower 
Development offices, during a presentation of findings 
that Skills and Technical Education Programme -STEP 
Consultant Mr. Alistair Machin made after a study he 
has been conducting for the past month.

Machin was assigned to assess the role, performance, 
and effectiveness of TACs and SACs in Malawi.

One of the important objectives of STEP is to ‘Improve 
the quality and relevance of TEVET’. 

Supporting the linkage between the government 
and industry is a key element of this objective and 
SACs and TACs play an essential role in this important 
relationship. 

These are platforms of cooperation where sectoral 
partners, TEVET providers and other stakeholders 
work together to channel labour market input to 
education and training policies.

In his assignment, Machin did not only meet the 
representatives from the existing committees with 
a focus on construction for them to share their 
experiences, but he also met other stakeholders to 
give their views on the committees.

“The findings show that there is a lot of work to be 
done on the committees, they need to be active and 
meet frequently or depending on the need so that 
they support the TEVET sector,” said Machin.

In his study, he found that both committees meet 
infrequently and that there is not a clear delineation 
between the two different types of committees.

Machin suggested that as the industry/employer 
is involved mostly in reviewing the standards and 
training providers review the curricula, there is a need 
for increased interaction between the two sides.

The participants discussed a number of options to 
reactivate the committees’ functions as advisory 

structures in the TEVET sector.

Participants at the meeting, convened by the Director 
of the Department of Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (DTVT) Mr. Aubrey Matemba, 
included TEVET Authority officials, staff members from 
the DTVT, TEVETA, ESCOM, Lilongwe Water board and 
training providers from technical colleges.

The study has been done as part of the STEP initiative 
funded by the European Union, partially implemented 
by UNESCO and the Government of Malawi in 
empowering the TEVET sector in Malawi.

UNESCO’s Step Project hints on reviving Tevet Advisory Committees

Group of Participants

STEP Consultant Mr. Alistair Machin
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June 2018 sees UNV “Adopt a tree” initiative being 
taken further to the various districts of Malawi 
after being launched earlier during the year.

For those not familiar with “Adopt a tree”, this is a 
campaign being implemented by the United Nations 
Volunteers Malawi (UNV) and other partners, as 
one of the initiatives addressing the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goal 13 – taking urgent 
action to combat climate change and its impacts.

The idea, brought forth by winners of the 2017 SDGs 
competition held on the International Volunteers Day, 
is to involve all primary and secondary school students 
within various districts of Malawi, in tree planting 
exercises. To have one student plant at least one tree 
and be responsible for that tree while nurturing it to 
full growth. By the end of one year a lot of trees will 
have been planted.

The goal is to enhance students’ awareness of 
environmental concerns, climate change and its 
impact on earth. Since the target group is students 
in primary and secondary schools, this will create 
awareness and commitment early in their lives which 
will in turn reach their communities as they grow with 
it.
In May 2018, the UNV field Unit together with the 
winners of the 2017 SDGs competition launched 
“Adopt a Tree” in Ntchisi at Chinthembwe Community 
Day Secondary School. Further implementation of the 
initiative to other districts is being partly handled by 
UN University Volunteer Schemes.

The University Volunteers schemes from Mzuzu 
University, Chancellor’s College in Zomba, LUANAR 
(Bunda campus), and Catholic University in Chiradzulu 
are the facilitators and communicators between the 
targeted schools and the different stakeholders. The 
University Volunteers not only distribute the seedling 
to the students, but also teach them how to plant 
and nurture a tree, and educate them on the benefits 
of planting trees and avoiding deforestation, for 
sustainability of the project. They are supported by 
UN Volunteers who specialize in Environmental and 
Climate Issues.

Catholic University of Malawi UN Volunteer Scheme 
has already engaged children at Mpemba Child 
reformatory centre to plant trees and nurture them to 
growth.

Given that Malawi is one of the countries with high 
rates of deforestation in southern Africa; has a high 
risk of climate and hydrological hazards including 
floods and dry spells; has a power and electricity 
problem and high population growth rate with large 
numbers of people without access to electricity hence 
relying on firewood for fuel; and that most of the 
population depend on the land and agriculture for 
food and revenue. To stand a chance in solving these 
problems, Malawi needs aggressive commitment 
towards afforestation just like other countries are 
doing. Hence, the introduction of initiative “Adopt a 
Tree” by UN Volunteers.

“Adopt a Tree” An Intiative by UNV University Volunteers

Group of Participants

Maryrose planting a tree with a student
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