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The United Nations Country Team (UNCT) on 
27th July engaged with senior media managers 
and editors in Blantyre on UN contributions 

to Malawi’s development, with the UN Resident 
Coordinator Maria Jose Torres urging media houses to 
continue ensuring that various stakeholders, including 
political parties and election candidates, remain 
focused on key development issues in the country.

The UN System in Malawi has developed its new joint 
development assistance framework, the United Nations 
Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) 2019 
to 2013, aimed at supporting the Malawi Government 
to achieve its national development aspirations as 
stipulated in the third Malawi Growth and Development 
Strategy (MGDS III) running from 2017 to 2022.

“What we find to be critical is the media’s role to continue 
reporting on issues. The work that the UN will be 
concentrating on will be underpinned by the principle of 
leaving no one behind, including people with disabilities, 
women, children, the youth and the elderly,” said Torres.

She said promoting human rights, including media 
freedom, will also remain a key focus of UN work in Malawi, 
saying ensuring respect of human rights for all can advance 
achievement of sustainable development in the country.

UN Communications Group (UNCG) Chairperson and 
UNHCR Representative Monique Ekoko added that the 
UN in Malawi counts on the media to raise awareness 
on human rights, analyze and generate debates on 
human rights issues, report human rights violations, 
as well as interrogate Malawi’s human rights State 
Party reports to the UN human rights Treaty Bodies.

“We also rely on the media to continue shinning the light 
on issues affecting Agenda 2030 achievement, including 
inequalities and discrimination, and promoting peaceful and 
inclusive participation in the electoral process, especially for 
women, youth, and persons with disabilities,” said Monique.

National Editors’ Forum Secretary General Gracian Tukula 
said the media in Malawi appreciates the partnership 
it has with the UN System, saying media houses will 
continue to actively promote development in Malawi 
through many ways such as awareness raising and 
promotion of accountability among stakeholders.

Malawi Broadcasting Corporation (MBC) Chief Editor 
Chisomo Ngulube said the media in Malawi are 
keen to remain focused on issues in their coverage.

“The meeting with UN heads was a great opportunity for 
us as editors and media managers to gain more insight 
into the work the UN is doing in Malawi and how we as 
the media can partner with them to document, keep track, 
create more awareness, shine a spotlight on the issues 
good or bad,” she said. “Again, as editors, we are often at 
the back, we do not often get the opportunity to meet 
the faces behind the news. So the interaction was great.”

The new UNDAF for Malawi has three pillars where UN 
Agencies in the country will be implementing their 
programmes and projects. They include peace, inclusion and 
effective institutions; population management and inclusive 
human development; and inclusive and resilient growth.

UN engages media on its contributions to Malawi’s development

Dr. George Phiri giving comment during the engagement

UN Resident Coordinator - giving a presentation on SDGs
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The Department of Climate Change and Meteorological 
Services has said UN capacity building support to the 
department has improved their capacity to generate, 

analyse and disseminate weather information in the country.

The department’s deputy director Rodrick Walusa said 
this on 27th July 2018 when the UN Resident Coordinator, 
Maria Jose Torres, visited their offices in Blantyre to 
appreciate impact of UN support to the department.

“UNDP has provided us with support to improve our 
infrastructure for handling weather information,” said 
Walusa. “We have transformed many of our weather 
stations into automated ones. With UNDP support, 
10 automatic weather stations have been fully 
automated and additional 33 automated weather 
stations are being procured by UNDP for installation 
in some of the remaining sites across the country.”

He said the department is also working with FAO and 
WFP to improve production and delivery of weather 
information services aimed at supporting agricultural 
production and resilience building in the country.

UN Resident Coordinator, Maria Jose Torres, said Malawi’s 
capacity to adapt to climate change and reduce disaster 
risks largely depends on availability and access to 
accurate weather information to inform decision making 
and interventions at all levels, including communities.
“Malawi needs stronger capacity to adapt to climate-
related hazards, limit their negative impacts and 
promote socio-economic development,” said Torres. 
“I am therefore delighted to note that the department 
has improved accuracy of weather and climate 
forecasts because of this investment in infrastructure.”

Apart from installation of automated weather stations, 
she said UNDP has also supported Malawi Government to 
rehabilitate its 14 hydrological stations and conventional 
meteorological equipment in all its 21 principal stations. 
Torres added they have also supported the government 
to acquire protective software, construct five hydrological 
data collection platforms, and send some key staff for 
specialised training abroad to ensure improved forecasting 
for flood and weather early warning, among others.

“The hydrological stations are expected to improve flood 
forecasting there by reducing risks to flooding in 
selected catchments. Similarly, flood warnings will 
enable local communities to move to locations of 

safety with their possessions, stored food and livestock 
before disaster strikes,” said the UN Representative.

Approximately 85 percent of Malawi’s population 
lives in rural areas with the majority engaged in 
smallholder rain-fed agriculture. The agriculture sector, 
including fisheries, remains a key source of economic 
growth for the country and is extremely vulnerable 
to climate variability, change and disasters such 
as floods, droughts, heavy rains and strong winds.

However, Malawi’s climate information and early warning 
systems have been limited in their ability to monitor and 
forecast weather conditions, communicate warnings, 
respond to disasters, and plan for long-onset changes, hence 
the capacity building partnership between the Department 
of Climate Change and Meteorological Services and the UN.

Malawi Govt enhancing capacity to deliver improved weather services

Torres (1L) being briefed on the new infrastructure

Torres seeing processed weather information
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We realized that many girls were dropping out 
of school because of the many challenges they 
face right from their homes,” says Senior Group 

Headman M’ndola, a traditional leader in Malawi’s central 
district of Salima. “Most parents here do not encourage 
girls to go to school.”

“Once a girl reaches puberty, most parents in this area 
do not hesitate to marry them off because they consider 
education as a waste of time,” he adds. 

When it comes to ending child marriages and other 
traditional practices which prevent girls from receiving an 
education, there is no figure as important as the chiefs in 
the community. As custodians of culture, they have the 
power to influence communities through by-laws and 
share good practices.

“Together with other traditional leaders, we collaborated 
with the Malawi Police Service, magistrates and local non-
governmental organizations to institute by-laws to stop 
early marriages and other practices that hinder girls from 
pursuing education,” said M’ndola.

The by-laws came into effect in April 2016 after a series of 
sensitization meetings supported by the United Nations 
Joint Programme on Girls Education (JPGE), and attended 
by the World Food Programme (WFP). Fining traditional 
leaders and parents who allow their female children 
to marry before they complete their education is one 
example of a by-law.

“During sensitization meetings, parents cited poverty 
and hunger as some of the reasons for not sending their 
children to school. However, with the provision of free 
school meals and other support, the situation has changed 
the mindset of most parents and many have agreed to 
send their girls back to school,” added Chief M’Ndola.

Princess Gereta, 15, is enrolled in Nsindikiza primary school. 
“Without the fines parents are forced to pay for marrying 
off their children, I would not be in school today. Now that 
we receive school meals and the other support we get 
like sanitary pads, we have no excuse to miss classes,” she 
added smiling.

Nsindikiza Primary is one of the schools under Chief 
M’Ndola. “Before the chiefs’ intervention, the school was 
registering low girls’ enrollment and high dropout rates 

among girls due to pregnancies and early marriages. 
But the number of girls has doubled in the 2017- 2018 
academic year. It is the first time we have more girls than 
boys in this school,” says Samsom

Thole, headteacher at Nsindikiza. “The by-laws are really 
paying dividends because parents are afraid of being fined 
for failing to send their daughters to school,” Samsom 
Thole concluded.

The JPGE is helping Malawi build a stronger education 
system that delivers quality education to both boys 
and girls. The work of UNICEF, UNFPA and WFP — made 
possible by the resources provided by the Norwegian 
Government — is addressing the factors that place girls at 
risk of dropping out of school. 

From 2013 to 2017, girls’ enrollment in supported schools 
grew by 36 per cent and average attendance increased 
from 64 per cent to 93 per cent. WFP is providing home-
grown school meals linked to JPGE to more than 169,000 
students. Fresh food is bought locally from 12,000 
smallholder farmers who also directly benefit from the 
programme.

The local communities’ investment, leadership and 
participation in the project are key to the model’s success. 
For the many young girls in Malawi who are attending 
school thanks to this initiative, this also means the 
possibility of a brighter future.

Girls’ education gets high marks in Malawi

Chief M’ndola is instrumental in promoting girl’s education 
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Life has not been easy for Jane Lupale. Before she got 
a scholarship, Jane used to sometimes miss school 
because her family couldn’t afford the fees. Once she 

missed school for three weeks straight because her brother 
failed to pay her fees.“I was very worried,” says Jane, a shy, 
softly spoken 17-year-old, “It was very close to exam time 
and I was missing out on the crucial material.” But things 
changed three years ago when Janes enrolled in a KIND 
Fund/UNICEF scholarship at Nsanama Community Day 
Secondary School.

Jane is one of the 3,860 girls receiving scholarship support 
for vulnerable girls across Malawi. The scholarship covers 
her school fees, examination fees, and supplies like her 
school uniform, shoes, bag, notebooks, pens and pencils. 
Jane enjoys mathematics and physical science, and wants 
to become a nurse when she finishes school.“I was happy 
to receive the scholarship because being in school will 
help me achieve my goal.”

UNICEF is also working with Government of Malawi and 
private partners to set up a girl’s secondary charitable trust 
fund with the aim of supporting vulnerable girls like Jane 
with secondary school education.

Long days without breakfast

Jane’s daily routine is typical of most girls growing up in 
rural Malawi. She wakes up very early to help with house 
chores before leaving for school. On most days, she goes to 
class without breakfast.At school, she shares a classroom 
with over 50 other youngsters. Together they are taught 
a variety of subjects. Around 11am she eats porridge at 
school. 
This is offered twice a week to the students, free of charge.
Once she finishes school at 2pm, she attends a study 
group where students revise and discuss lessons that they 

need help with. She then walks about two kilometers back 
home.

She lives with her brother because his house is close to 
the school. By the time she arrives home around 4.30pm, 
she is usually very tired. While the 17-year-old struggles 
to get through, she does it without complaining. She is 
determined and works hard to do well in school.

Linking support for children and their families

Jane’s father, Enock, is 72 years old while her mother, Alice, 
is 57. The couple has seven children. Over the past few 
years, Enock’s health has deteriorated and his ability to 
farm has been greatly reduced. To help them get through, 
four years ago UNICEF enrolled the family in a social cash 
transfer program. Initially, the family received 21,000 
Malawi Kwacha a month ($28.90 USD) under the program.  
Currently, the couple receives 11,000 Kwacha a month 
($15.15 USD) because the number of children under their 
care has reduced.

Enock and Alice have used the money to buy chickens 
and goats, which have multiplied and can be seen feeding 
outside their home. They sell some of the livestock to raise 
money for household essentials, and they slaughter some 
for food. 

Although Jane now lives with her brother, Enock also uses 
part of the social cash transfer for Jane’s necessities like 
food and clothes. Enock, who is visibly proud of Jane, says 
she is very intelligent and hardworking but without the 
scholarship and cash assistance, she would not be able to 
attend secondary school.

 Jane’s parents, Enock (second to right) and Alice (far 
right) at home with their family

KIND FUND scholarships brings Jane closer to her dream

Jane in class
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Working to change things at my school!

UNICEF is constructing new school buildings for 
Nankhali Primary School in Lilongwe, including six 
classrooms, teachers houses and toilet blocks. 

The project is funded through donations from the German 
public, via a TV fundraiser fronted by football star Mats 
Hummels. Aness Rodgers is a Standard 7 pupil at Nankhali 
School. She shares her experience of the project.

My name is Aness Rodgers, I live in Dzodzwe village, T/A 
Tsabango in Malawi. My father is a shop keeper. I go to 
Nankhali Primary School. But the school has problems.

Firstly, because there is a lack of classrooms children have 
to take classes sitting under a tree. When the rains come, a 
lot of children don’t learn as they have no shelter.

We don’t have a library either. A lot of children don’t study 
because when they start reading, other children make 
noise which disturbs them. Instead of studying they just 
play.

Toilets are also a problem. The toilets are so few that 
children just go to relieve themselves in the bush. This is 
also the same for the teachers as their toilets are also not 
enough.

And there is no borehole. We don’t have anywhere to 
draw drinking water. Children end up drawing water from 
swamps. Because of this many children get sick and don’t 
go to school.

Finally, we lack a sports ground. A lot of children complain 
about the lack of a place to go and play various games like 
football, phada and jing.

But the good news is I am part of the team that is working 
to changes things. Now at my school, toilets, a library, 
classrooms, a borehole and teacher’s houses are being 
built.

I feel good because we need these structures. A lot of 
children will be able to learn in the new classrooms. Lessons 
will be going on. Even when rains come, the children will 
be able to continue learning.
When I finish school, I want to be a doctor.

But the good news is I am part of the team that is working 
to change things. Now at my school, toilets, a library, 
classrooms, a borehole and teacher’s houses are being 
built.

I feel good because we need these structures. A lot of 
children will be able to learn in the new classrooms. Lessons 
will be going on. Even when rains come, the children will 
be able to continue learning.

When I finish school, I want to be a doctor.

 Aness commenting on the school design

Aness leading her group to place structures on the school 
designs
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From Where I Stand

When we as women have made up our mind that 
we will vote for a woman, let us do so, let us not 
discourage women who want leadership roles 

because of money, because of chitenje(cloth) or t-shirts. 
But let us look at the issues she has bought us,” said Agness 
Monekera.

“I support women in leadership roles.  Many women want 
to compete during elections however groups of young 
men who are supporting male candidates threaten the 
women with violence. For fear of her safety and that of her 
families, women then decide not to stand. 

Despite the harassment, let us not give up women, let us 
continue campaigning. In my home area, a woman started 
campaigning to be a councilor, when some supporters of 
a male candidate saw that she had many supporters from 
the community they harassed her and threatened her that 
they would demolish her house or beat her up. 

She was so afraid that she was forced to suspend her 
campaign. This year we, especially fellow women, are 
supporting her, we want and need her to succeed for the 
development of our area.

Let us support our fellow women- women know 
the challenges other women are facing, a woman is 
approachable, when you knock on a women’s door she 
says, ‘my door is open’. 

When we give the vote to that woman, our problems in the 
area will lessen because she understands the problems. 
Men can also support women aspirants, sometimes we 
women are afraid to approach men for support during 
campaigns, but we can and should boldly approach men 
so that more women are in parliament next time. 

Through continued discussions on the political 
empowerment of women as a member of the listening 
club, I feel empowered to go back to my village and tell my 
neighbors and friends about the importance of supporting 
women.

 I used to think that women were unable to stand for 
leadership roles in politics or other areas but after hearing 
this message, women can take up any leadership role. 
I just want more women in parliament from 32 to many 
more, so I will definitely be voting next year”.

Agness Monekera   is a member of Mzati Community Radio 
Listening club in Mulanje. UN Women is collaborating with 
the UNDP to promote women’s political participation 
throughout the electoral cycle through the Malawi 
Electoral Cycle Support Project (2017-2019).

In support of the Sustainable Development Goal 5 
on gender equality and empowerment of all women, 
Community Radios Stations and their respective  Radio 
Listening Clubs throughout the country are being engaged 
to promote women’s political participation.

Agness Monekera

Viewing some of the products produced by women
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With financial support from the Royal Norwegian 
Embassy, UN Women, in collaboration with 
the Department of Agricultural Extension 

Services and the implementing partner, Mhub are using 
climate smart agriculture to promote women’s economic 
empowerment in Malawi. 

On the 27th of July, UN Women and the Royal Norwegian 
Embassy, along with its partners visited the Mphinga Rice 
Cooperative in Wowve, Karonga district to see how rural 
women have been economically empowered.  

Mphinga Rice Cooperative was established in 2002, it 
comprises of 80 members, 50 of whom are women. 

UN Women and MHub, Malawi’s first technology and 
innovation hub, has worked closely with the farmers at 
Mphinga Cooperative in adding value in its rice production 
and processing. 

The cooperative has been supported in packaging and 
labeling its products. Members have also been trained on 
business management.

Farms which are owned by members of Mphinga 
Cooperative and a milling facility were also visited.
Members of the cooperative shared their personal 

accounts of how Mphinga Cooperative’s work with UN 
Women and MHub has changed their lives. 

Many of the women reported to have had greater earnings 
since the start of the project. Mphinga Rice Cooperative 
currently has a demand of six tonnes every month mainly 
generated from Saint John of God in Mzuzu and Mzuzu 
hotel. 

Promoting women economic empowerment using climate-smart agriculture

UN Women Country Representative Clara Anyangwe alongside Bent Bakken of the Royal Norwegian Embassy 
presenting a check of MK 1.5 Million to the Mphinga cooperative

Empowering
 Malawi

Empowereing 
women
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Turning grain into wealth

We used to be hungry, but since I joined the 
cooperative, I have been having food surplus 
which I have sold and used the money to help my 

daughter go to University,” says Mary Chikopa, chairperson 
of Namangale Cooperative in Zomba district.

Mary is leading a group of farmers which started in 2006 
with 150 members from Namangale, a small village in 
Zomba district, southern Malawi. It has expanded to 16 
other villages in the area and now includes 2,800 farmers. 

One of the biggest challenges Malawian smallholder 
farmers face is lack of skills to handle and store their harvest. 
As a result, their seeds are being destroyed by rodents and 
weevils. They can lose about a third of their hard-earned 
produce in a few months only after their harvest.  

In 2011, with funding from Flanders government, the 
World Food Programme trained members of the group in 
post-harvest seed handling, seed grading, seed storage, 
bagging, warehouse management, business management, 
and linkages to markets.

Having acquired these skills, farmers of Namangale 
Cooperative have improved the quality of their produce 
and are able to sell their crops not only to WFP but also to 
other buyers on the formal market, using the production 
and marketing skills gained through WFP training. 

“Before attaining these skills, we were struggling to handle 
our seeds. Now we handle, grade, treat and store our 
produce well which has significantly reduced the losses 
and because we don’t sell right after harvesting, we wait 
till the prices have improved on the market and fetch good 
prices,” says Mary. 

In 2015, the cooperative sold 200 bags of maize to WFP at 
the value of 1 million Malawi Kwacha (USD1, 373). This has 
increased the farmers’ income and provided them with the 
tools to develop into a profitable organization.

Mary’s life has transformed in the recent years. “My earning 
power has increased because I also keep goats and 
chickens which give me extra cash when I sell them. I have 
also bought a sewing machine which I use to sew clothes 
and sell in my village and mend people’s clothes. All these 
bring extra income to my family,” she says. 

“I have also built a modern house and installed it with solar 
energy. I have 350,000 Malawi Kwacha (USD 480) in my 
bank account,” boasts Mary. 

Mary has taken advantage of every opportunity that 
comes her way. She has benefitted from WFP’s Food for 
Assets initiative. She has a backyard garden on which she 
grows vegetables. 

“We have also been trained in making compost manure, 
soil management and restoration, tree seedling and 
planting, and forest conservation,” she adds. “There is no 
need for my family to spend money buying vegetables 
which I can produce on my own. I also sell the vegetables 
to get money for other household needs,” she says.

Mary, married with one daughter, keeps her elderly mother, 
pays school fees for four children from her siblings, sent 
her daughter to university and bought a new house. 

All these have been achieved in a few years, thus breaking 
the cycle of hunger and transforming the lives of members 
of the cooperative and their communities.

Through Smallholder Agriculture Market Support (SAMS), 
WFP supports farmers in commodity value addition and 
links farmer organizations to sell their commodities to 
feed learners in schools within their community. The 
model brings double benefits, as income to farmers and 
feeding learners in schools thereby increasing learners’ 
school attendance. 

Farmers grading  and weighing grain
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Govt integrates gender issues in land reforms

In 2016, the government of Malawi enacted 10 land and 
related laws, which bring opportunities to enhance land 
tenure security for customary land holders, the majority 

of whom are smallholder farmers. 

These laws also enhance community participation in land 
administration and management, bring justice recourse 
mechanisms closer to the people and promote the 
participation of women in land tenure issues. 

In preparation for implementation of the new land laws, 
the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development 
(MoLHUD) is in the process of developing a land 
information management system (LIMS), an important 
tool that will support the capture and analysis of data 
generated during the pilot phase.

Information generated through LIMS will also help to 
inform decision-making at policy and technical level. 
However, while Malawi’s land laws recognize the right to 
land by all, MoLHUD’s data collection does not specifically 
include women, youth and disability. 

It is within this context that FAO, in line with the voluntary 
guidelines on the responsible governance of tenure of 
land, fisheries and forests in the context of national food 
security (VGGT), in collaboration with UN Women, are 
supporting the MoLHUD with integrating gender in the 
LIMS. 

The engendered LIMS will help in the provision and 
analysis of disaggregated land related data to capture the 
impact of the land reform agenda and other indicators on 
women, men, the youth and other categories.

As part of their support, FAO and UN Women, facilitated a 
workshop from 23 to 26 July 2018 at Livingstonia Beach, 
Salima with participation from gender focal points from 
every department within the MoLHUD. 

The main workshop objectives were to review the terms of 
reference and brainstorming on the system requirements 
for the development of the LIMS; and to review the key 
indicators of MoLHUD’s monitoring and evaluation 
framework, in order to integrate a gender dimension. 

In her opening remarks, Deputy Secretary at MoLHUD, Mrs. 
Eunice Chipangula emphasized the importance which the 
ministry has put in ensuring that the gender provisions in 
the law are monitored, in order to understand how men 

and women are benefiting from the new land laws. 

She called upon ministry representatives to prioritize the 
work that would go into engendering the LIMS and to 
ensure that the tasks before them were completed in the 
shortest time possible in order to contribute to the pilot 
land law implementation and subsequently inform the 
national roll out. 

The workshop included an information session, which 
served to ensure that gender is kept top of mind 
throughout the development of the LIMS.  This included 
presentations on the VGGT, gender and women access 
to land, understanding the gender dimension on the 
new land laws and gender responsive monitoring and 
evaluation. 

This work supports capturing of the impact of the 
land reform agenda on women, men, youth, and other 
categories, informing timely interventions to ensure that 
communities are benefiting from land reforms. 

Consequently, secure land rights for all, including women, 
will contribute significantly to the ability of households 
to secure sufficient food and to enjoy sustainable rural 
livelihoods.

One of the sessions during the workshop
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Fifty years ago, the world declared that “parents have a 
basic human right to determine freely and responsibly 
the number and the spacing of their children,” at the 

United Nations International Conference on Human Rights 
in Tehran, on 13 May 1968.
 
Family planning is not only a matter of human rights; it is 
also central to women’s empowerment, reducing poverty 
and achieving sustainable development.
 
Yet, in developing regions, some 214 million women 
still lack safe and effective family planning methods, for 
reasons ranging from lack of information or services to 
lack of support from their partners or communities.

This threatens their ability to build a better future for 
themselves, their families and their communities.
 
UNFPA supports family planning in developing countries 
by ensuring a reliable supply of a full range of modern 
contraceptives, strengthening national health systems, 
and promoting gender equality.
 
UNFPA is fully committed to continuing to support 
countries’ efforts to uphold the right of individuals, 
especially women, to plan a family. 

We are striving to end all unmet need for voluntary family 
planning in developing countries by 2030. 

But, we cannot do this alone. Governments, 
parliamentarians, the private sector and civil society must 
join forces to make it happen. 

To begin with, developed countries could close the global 
family planning funding gap for a mere 20 cents per 
person per year. 

Given the expected returns for families, societies and 
nations, it would be a strategic and doable investment in 
the world’s future.
 
On this World Population Day, UNFPA calls on governments 
to fulfill their commitments to ensure universal access 
to sexual and reproductive health care and reproductive 
rights, including family planning services and information, 
as agreed at the 1994 International Conference on 
Population and 
Development and in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development Investments in family planning today are 
investments in the health and well-being of millions of 
women for generations to come.

Family planning is a human right

Family planning provider in Mangochi

214 million 
women lack safe 
family planning 

methods
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) Malawi staff members on Wednesday 
18 July performed voluntary and charity works at 

Dzaleka Health Centre as one way of commemorating the 
2018 Nelson Mandela International Day. 

Led by the Representative, Madam Monique Ekoko, 
the staff members who were also joined by officials 
from the African Union (AU) and the South African 
High Commission cleaned the clinic’s communal area, 
maternity wards, OPD and the surrounding premises. 
This was in the spirit of devoting 67 minutes of voluntary 
work which signals one minute of every year of Mandela’s 
public service.

After the charity works, the staff members then donated 
medical equipment and supplies to the health centre 
including winter clothing to children as a gesture of 
solidarity with humanity and a step towards a global 
movement for a good cause. 

In her remarks, UNHCR Malawi Representative Monique 
Ekoko said the UN Refugee Agency thought of joining 
hands with the South African Embassy to commemorate 
the 2018 Nelson Mandela Day because it was in line 
with the spirit of sharing and a gesture of solidarity and 
humanity which Mandela was propagating.

“We are very delighted with the work that has been 
done today, as you can see a lot of work has been done 
in the maternity wards with several donations being 
provided to the clinic such as soap, cleaning materials 
and bedsheets. For your own, the Dzaleka Health Centre 
does not only carter for the refugees but also the host 
community who are Malawians surrounding this camp. 

This means that whatever charity work or donation 
given today is to improve and enhance medical services 
not only to the refugees here in Dzaleka but also to 
Malawians that benefit from this medical facility,” Ekoko 
told journalists on the side-lines of the charity works.

Elida Yassin, Matron and Nursing In charge of the 
Maternity Ward at Dzaleka Health Centre said the charity 
works including the donations made to the clinic will go a 
long way in improving service delivery at the clinic. 

“You may wish to know that the clinic has been 
experiencing a short supply of lamps, medical drugs and 
cleaning materials which are glad to have received today, 

hence these charity works and the donation are very 
timely.” Yassin said.

In his remarks, a representative of the South African High 
Commission commended UNHCR Malawi for joining 
hands with the embassy to commemorate the 2018 
Nelson Mandela Day at Dzaleka Health Centre. He said 
the charity works done at the clinic are in line with what 
Nelson Mandle was advocating for.

In November 2009, the UN General Assembly declared 18 
July “Nelson Mandela International Day” in recognition 
of the former South African President’s contribution to 
the culture of peace and freedom. Every year on this 
day, which is also the day Mandela was born, the UN ask 
individuals around the world to mark the day by making 
a difference in their communities.

This year also marks the Centenary Celebrations of Nelson 
Mandela who would have been 100 years old on 18 July. 
The South African government recommended that the 
theme for the yearlong celebrations should be “Be the 
Legacy”.

Volunteers from UNHCR Malawi, the South African High 
Commission, African Union, Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Internal Security and the Dzaleka refugee community 
cleaned and painted Dzaleka Clinic which is in great need 
of renovation for the benefit of the community which it 
serves. The centre provides medical assistance to about 
60, 000 people that surround Dzaleka Refugee camp. 

UNHCR Malawi staff members in charity works to commemorate Mandela Day 

UNHCR Representative M. Ekoko donating medical drugs
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Malawi Government on 23rd July embarked on an 
exercise to translate the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the third Malawi Growth and 

Development Strategy (MGDS III) from English into three 
Malawian local languages: Yao, Chichewa and Tumbuka.

The translation exercise is jointly led by Ministries of 
Finance, Economic Planning and Development, and 
Information and Communication Technology, with 
support from the United Nations and European Union 
under the Development Effectiveness and Accountability 
Programme (DEAP).

Director of Information in the Information Ministry, Gedion 
Munthali, said translating the SDGs and the country’s 
national development strategy, the MGDS III, will help 
efforts to make the two development frameworks easy for 
local people to understand.

“To us as government, the SDGs and MGDS III are about 
the people of Malawi. We don’t have to repeat the same 
mistakes we made during the Millennium Development 
Goals era when such policy documents were not translated 
to the level of understanding of an ordinary person in the 
villages,” said Munthali.

He said the translated SDGs and MGDS III will support 
Malawi Government efforts to raise awareness and 
mobilise local people’s actions to achieve sustainable 
development in the country.

“It is important that people should understand these 
two development frameworks in the layman’s language 
because development processes are facilitated by a well-
informed citizenry,” said Munthali.

Deputy Director in the Ministry of Finance, Economic 
Planning and Development, Idrissa Mwale, also said 
the translation of the global and national development 
frameworks into Chichewa, Tumbuka and Yao will 
promote localisation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development in Malawi.

“We want to ensure that these development strategies 
reach out to local communities through languages they 
understand for them to ably help government implement 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” said 
Mwale.

Mwale said the MGDS III acts as a national blueprint 

through which the Malawi Government has domesticated 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, saying 

effective implementation of the national development 
strategy will directly impact on achievement of the SDGs.

The first phase of the translation exercise was conducted 
in Dowa District from 23rd July to 1st August, involving 
a team of Ministry of Information’s language translation 
experts drawn from Malawi’s three regions to do the 
actual translation and technical experts from the Finance 
Ministry to guide on meanings of various development 
concepts and terms in the frameworks.

The second phase will involve district consultations and 
pretesting to enable local communities, where the local 
languages are most spoken, participate in the process.

Various stakeholders including the Ministries of Health, 
Education, Gender, Civic Education and Agriculture, as well 
as the National Planning Commission and the National 
Initiative for Civic Education (NICE) will be consulted in the 
process.

Malawi translates SDGs, MGDS III into local languages

Yao translation in session
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