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National ID Project Praised at Africa’s Largest Forum on Digital Identity  

Bulle�n of the United Na�ons in Malawi: April 2018 Edi�on 1 

Malawi’s Na
onal ID project has received apprecia
on and 

acknowledgement from delegates and organizers at ID4Africa, 

the con
nent’s largest forum and expo on legal iden
ty that 

was held in Abuja, Nigeria this week with more than 1500 

delegates from all over the world a&ending. 

The Minister for Home Affairs and Internal Security Cecilia 

Chazama told the main forum that Malawi reached universal 

coverage during last year’s mass registra
on campaign for a 

Na
onal ID. She pointed out that from its independence in 

1964 
ll 2017, Malawi’s adult popula
on was never iden
fied 

by any form of a legally recognized document.  

“Now Africa needs to develop its policies on civil and na
onal 

iden
fica
on in a way that they reflect the implementa
on of 

Sustainable Development Goal 16, target 9. On this note, the 

role of iden
ty and its importance on development outcomes 

is paramount, “ the Minister stressed, adding that “given the 

legal provisions, an official iden
ty is essen
al for any person 

to par
cipate in a modern economy and to access basic rights 

and services.” 

She praised UNDP project leadership for successful 

implementa
on and the government who championed the  

‘Na
onal Registra
on and Iden
fica
on System’ whose cost 

was co-shared between the development partners and the 

Malawi Government. 

“The country was registered in five phases reflec
ng all regions 

to ensure a more effec
ve registra
on process for all ci
zens 

aged 16 years and above. The exercise was conducted using 

2,000 purposely customized biometric registra
on kits. 

Registra
on commenced on 24th May 2017 and ended on 24th 

November 2017, during which over 9,1 million ci
zens were 

registered. In addi
on, a total of 3,6 million children were 

registered alongside their parents, which most likely propels 

Malawi’s global ranking on children registra
on,” the Minister 

told the delegates. 

In a bid to ensure that every ci
zen obtains a legal 

iden
fica
on document, many African countries embark on 

con
nuous registra
on. Minister Chazama stressed that 

Malawi is now doing the same. “In Malawi, as per the legal 

provision, all those that a&ain the age 16 are required to 

register for the Na
onal ID. In this regard, all District 

Commissioners’ Offices are designated to undertake 

con
nuous registra
on to cater for those that missed the mass 

registra
on campaign and those turning 16 years old,” she 

explained. 

The Minister emphasized the digital dividends of the NRIS-

Project, and how the Malawi Na
onal Registra
on Bureau, to 

accelerate the demand for the Na
onal ID, is currently 

collabora
ng with various sector players of the economy. The 

aim is to link up the digital registry to other systems. “These 

include commercial banks and micro-finance ins
tu
ons for 

financial inclusion. Other linkages include the Malawi Revenue 

Authority for ci
zens’ iden
fica
on in tax registra
on. Further 

linkages will be established with Government line ministries of 

educa
on, agriculture, transport, health and local 

government”, she clarified. 

In a separate session of the Forum, Tariq Malik, the UNDP 

Chief Technical Advisor spoke about UNDP’s quick roll-out 

strategy of Malawi’s ID project, in fulfillment of the UN’s 

Sustainable Development Goal 16 Target 9, that calls for a legal 

iden
ty for all, including free birth registra
ons.  

“A year ago, Malawi was the only country in the Southern 

African Development Community (SADC) and in the Common 

Market for Southern and Eastern Africa (COMESA) that did not 

have a func
onal na
onal registry and iden
fica
on system. 

But this year it has joined the club of na
ons of the world with 

universal coverage of its ci
zens. That is a significa
on 

achievement. The goal of each Malawian ci
zen having chip-

based biometric ID card is now perfectly tangible”, Malik told 

the delegates in Abuja. 

Malawi Na
onal ID project is implemented by the UNDP with 

support from EU, UK Government, Royal Norwegian Embassy, 

Irish Aid, and USAID 

Minister of Home Affairs and Internal Security Cecilia Chazama 

presented Malawi’s Na onal ID project at the ID4Africa Forum in 

Abuja, Nigeria. 



Bulle�n of the United Na�ons in Malawi: April 2018 Edi�on 2 

It is 8 am in Lilongwe, Malawi’s capital city as a group of 

pedestrians and cyclists make their way into the compound of 

the District Council offices.  

One man stands out, as he pushes his bicycle into the 

compound. He makes his way to a line of desks that have been 

set up outside the Council Offices. He holds out a piece of paper 

that appears worn and crumpled, to the person behind one of 

the desks.  In less than 10 minutes after he entered, Gilbert, who 

works as a watchman at an Insurance Agency in the city, has his 

National Identity Card, safely in his pocket. 

 “I did not expect it to be this easy,” he admits, when asked 

about what he thought of the process of the card collection. “I 

came early because I thought I would have to wait on the line for 

the whole day before collecting my card. They asked me which 

center I registered at and then I was told which desk to go to. 

They looked at my receipt and found my name amongst the 

cards.”  

This proof of a legal identity will enable Gilbert to access a 

multitude of services, including opening a bank account and to 

exercise his fundamental rights as a Malawian citizen   

 “This card is important to me. Most institutions now require 

some proof of identity to employ you and I am trying to find a 

better paying job. This is why I came to collect it,” said Gilbert. 

Lilongwe City is now in its fourth month of distribution of ID 

cards. Centres were open for over a month and head teachers 

and teachers who administered the collection centers in local 

schools were crucial for this operation. Now the remaining cards 

are being distributed at the District Council Office. 

In Lilongwe, Linda Kathumba is the Acting Assistant District 

Registrar at the Council. Her unit is now responsible for the 

national registration, birth and death registrations for the city of 

Lilongwe. After executing the logistical operation of sorting and 

distributing the ID cards, Linda’s team, comprising of Logistics 

Officers, Data Preparation Clerks and temporary assistants has 

been established as part of the continuous registration in all 28 

districts. The National Registration Bureau is working to secure 

that all citizens are granted the on-going opportunity to register 

and obtain a legal identity as they turn 16 years of age. 

Linda stresses that as a District Council, the collaboration they 

have with traditional leaders and school officials has been crucial 

and has helped make the work easier and to create more 

community awareness about the continuous registration. The 

traditional Leaders and the Block Leaders in Lilongwe continue to 

encourage their community members to register and collect 

their cards. The school officials, and especially the head teachers 

are also helping with civic education and outreach messages 

when they encounter people who do not have adequate 

knowledge about the exercise. She further explains that some 

religious leaders are also using their platforms to explain the 

importance of the National Identity cards to Malawians. 

“We are urging everyone to take good care of their National 

Identity Cards. This card holds very important information and as 

we are moving with the changing times, this card will be required 

for the citizens to access most services in the country.,” said 

Linda. 

The District Council receives up to 500 people in a day coming to 

collect the cards, and approximately 30 people a day coming to 

register for the National Identity Card. Linda and her staff sees 

this as a positive trend.  

 “We encourage people to first check the status of their cards by 

texting *676# on both Airtel and TNM numbers, before coming 

to the Council. This is a free service and can be done on any type 

of a mobile phone,” Linda reminds. 

The continuous registration and distribution of the National 

Identity Cards is currently underway at each of the allocated 

National Registration Bureau offices, situated at the District 

Commissioner’s Office in all 28 districts in the country. 

The national registration project is led by Malawi Government’s 

National Registration Bureau (NRB) with technical support from 

the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and 

financial support from the Government of Malawi, UNDP, the 

Department for International Development (DFID), European 

Union (EU), Irish Aid, the Government of Norway and the United 

States Agency for International Development (USAID).  

My Malawi, My Identity 

Sigere Dolozi, Data Prepara on Clerk in Lilongwe, assis ng an 

applicant who has arrived to collect her Na onal ID card. An applicant with his Na onal ID card. 



“Girls education is key to development of communities and countries” 
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The results of the JPGE are a clear testimony that people can work together to improve their 

quality of life. However, more work still needs to be done as some boys and girls are still not in 

school and are not completing their education — Norwegian Minister Nicolai Astrup. 

Norwegian Minister of International Development, Mr. Nicolai 

Astrup, says girls’ education is key to progress and development 

of communities and countries. 

Mr. Astrup said this on Monday when he visited Lifidzi Primary 

School supported by the United Nations Joint Programme on 

Girls Education (JPGE) in the central region district of Salima. 

“Education is a critical investment for the development of a 

nation. Girls education is key to progress and development of 

communities and countries,” said Mr. Astrup. 

He added “The results of the JPGE are a clear testimony that 

people can work together to improve their quality of life. 

However, more work still needs to be done as some boys and 

girls are still not in school and are not completing their 

education.” 

Girls in Malawi face multiple threats in their pursuit of education. 

These threats include poor food and nutrition, inadequate 

protection, poor quality schooling, and violations of sexual and 

reproductive rights to education. To mitigate these threats, with 

funding from the Royal Norwegian Government, three United 

Nations agencies – UNICEF, UNFPA and WFP in collaboration 

with the Government of Malawi, are implementing the JPGE in 

Dedza, Salima and Mangochi districts. The programme aims at 

improving access and quality of education for girls through a 

holistic and human rights-based approach targeting girls from 

standard 5 to 8 due to the increased risk of dropouts and 

reduced attendance rates. 

Speaking during the visit, the United Nations Resident 

Coordinator in Malawi, Maria Jose Torres Macho, commended 

the collaboration among various players including the 

Government of Malawi, the three UN agencies and the local 

authorities to improve the quality of life of the people of Malawi. 

“The JPGE shows that we can work together in pursuit of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Malawi 

Government’s development agenda to attain healthy and quality 

life for families and communities,” said Macho. 

In his remarks, Secretary for Education, Science and Technology 

Justin Saidi, while underscoring the importance of girls’ 

education, thanked the Government of Norway for supporting 

the development agenda of Malawi through various 

programmes including education. 

Since the programme started in 2014, some 98,000 learners have 

been provided with Home-Grown School Meals; 5, 500 out-of-

school adolescent girls have enrolled for literacy classes through 

Girls Functional Literacy Programme; 23 girls who dropped out of 

school to get married have been rescued and readmitted in 

school. 

Thus, overall school enrolment in the targeted districts and 

communities has grown by 31 per cent while girls’ enrolment has 

increased by 36 per cent. Average school attendance has also 

increased from 64 per cent in 2013/2014 school calendar to 93 

per cent in 2016/2017 school calendar. Dropout rates have 

declined from 7.4 per cent to 5.5 per cent; number of girls 

passing the Primary School Leaving Certificate Examinations has 

increased by 109 per cent; while cases of pregnancies among 

school girls were reduced by 50 per cent in the three districts in 

2017 as compared to 2016. 

Norwegian Minister Nicolai Astrup during the visit in Salima 
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Maize puts farmers back on their feet in Malawi 

“In 2015 and 2016 we really had rough years. We did 

not harvest enough food and so we only ate one meal 

a day. My children were always sick and even had to 

repeat a school year.” Zioni Cassim is a smallholder 

farmer and a mother of three small children. 

“We had finished the maize from our bad harvest in 

less than four months. Thankfully, we received maize, 

beans and oil for a five month period from WFP. But 

what helped us most is that we participated in 

community activities that made us learn new things 

and become stronger.” 

With the World Food Programme’s (WFP) support, 

Zioni and some 643,000 other vulnerable people who 

received food assistance during the humanitarian 

response have now been transitioned to WFP’s 

multiyear resilience programme with the aim of 

enabling them to withstand against future shocks while 

improving their adaptation capacities. 

“I now know how to make compost and I also received 

seeds to grow my own vegetable garden. Every week, I 

go to the market to sell tomatoes, pumpkins, mangos, 

bananas and wild fruits. We are still growing, but for 

now, we do not need food assistance,” she adds. 

Grace Kamwendo is a smallholder farmer involved in 

WFP’s resilience programme in Mwandama, Zomba 

district, Malawi.  

“We used to lose at least 40% of our harvest because 

of poor storage. We were eating spoiled maize even 

though we knew it was unhealthy.” 

“We were trained in sieving, grain storage and financial 

management. Today our post-harvest losses are 

reduced to a minimum. For me, knowledge is more 

important than money.” 

In Malawi, 724,000 people are now supported by the 

resilience programme, building assets that reduce 

environmental hardships and improve dietary diversity. 

Grace, Zioni and many other families have increased 

their productivity and incomes, diversified their 

agricultural production and gradually found their way 

out of hunger. 

Over the last two years, Zioni and Grace, who live in Zomba District, Malawi, 

have faced the worst drought they can remember 

Zioni and her children. Photo: WFP/Badre Bahaji 

Zioni and her daughter in front of the community tree nursery. Photo: WFP/

Badre Bahaji 
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Malawi administers Oral Cholera Vaccine to over 

500,000 people in Lilongwe Urban 

The Oral Cholera Vaccine (OCV) campaign started in 

Lilongwe on 17 April 2018. The vaccine is being 

administered from 17 to 21 April and is targeting all 

people that are over one year and living in urban and 

semi urban areas of Lilongwe city where the cholera 

outbreak is still active.  

These areas are within the catchment areas of the 

following health facilities: Area 18, Kawale, Area 25, 

African Bible College, St Kizito, Chimwala, Bwaila and 

Likuni. A total of 500,000 people are expected to receive 

OCV. 

The vaccine, Euvichol-plus, a World Health Organization 

pre-qualified vaccine is administered orally as 1.5mls per 

dose. It is given in two doses with at least two to six 

weeks’ interval.  

In preparation for the campaign the District Health Office 

in Lilongwe trained a total of 300 health workers 

comprising nurses, clinicians, health surveillance assistants 

and environmental health officers. In addition, 300 

volunteers were trained to support the campaign.  

The Global Task Force for Cholera Control of the World 

Health Organization is the one that provided the OCV, 

from its emergency stockpile, for the people of Lilongwe. 

The WHO has funded the operation plan of the district to 

implement the campaign. The vaccine will be given to 

close to 571,109 people living in the mentioned areas. 

As a background, the first cholera case was reported by 

Karonga District Health Office on 24 November, 2017. As 

of 15 April this year 904 cases including 30 deaths had 

been reported from 13 districts. Of these 30 deaths 12 

were community deaths and the case fatality rate is 3.3 

per cent.  

The week beginning 16 to 22 April, a total of 15 new 

cholera cases were reported from cholera hot spot areas 

in Lilongwe.  

The vaccine, Euvichol-plus, a World 

Health Organiza#on pre-qualified vaccine 

is administered orally as 1.5mls per dose. 

It is given in two doses with at least two 

to six weeks’ interval.  

A woman taking the Oral Cholera Vaccine during the first round of the 

campaign in Lilongwe. Photo: WHO. 
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Buying Malawian to Build a Better Malawi 

Held under the theme “promoting Malawians Products for National Identity and 

Sustainable Economic Development”, Malawi celebrated its Annual Buy Malawi Day on the 

13th April 2018 at the Bingu International Convention Centre in Lilongwe.  

Speaking during the celebrations as the Guest of Honor, the Minister of Trade, Industry and 

Tourism, Hon. Henry Mussa urged Malawians to walk the talk and move from a 

predominantly consuming and importing nation to a producing and exporting country. He 

stressed that the Buy Malawi Initiative should go beyond dedicating fridays for Malawian-

made outfits in the workplaces and bring out buyers from big corporations to opt for 

locally made products. 

“We need to conduct regional awareness campaigns to meet the decisions makers of 

different companies for them to endorse this campaign and reduce importation and 

procure domestic products. Why are we as a country, still importing products like 

vegetables and fruits?”, Mussa said.  

In her remarks, the UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative, Maria 

Jose Torres, said that Malawian products are just as good as imported products and have in 

many cases, surpassed the quality of products that are imported into the country. She 

commended the role that the Buy Malawi Strategy has played in increasing the consumers’ 

awareness of this element. 

 “Through the Buy Malawi Campaign, we are all contributing to the Sustainable 

Development Goals 8 for Decent work and Economic Growth; SDG 9 for Industry, 

Innovation and Infrastructure and SDG 12 for Responsible Consumption,” said Ms. Torres. 

She further added that “As responsible consumers, we all have a tremendous role to play in 

helping to build a better Malawi. Let’s all critically reflect on our consumer habits so we can 

help Malawi reap larger development dividends one kwacha at a time.” 

 Since its official launch by His Excellency, Arthur Peter Mutharika, the President 

“We have also come 

to realize the 

importance of 

partnerships to boost 

the consistency in 

supplying our 

products. We are now 

ready to explore the 

international market 

and we have 

identified India as our 

first point to export 

our products to, but 

our aim is to go 

further than that.” — 

Chitata 

To page 7 

One of the entrepreneurs who par cipated in the commemora on 

of the Buy Malawi Day. 

UN Resident Coordinator, Maria Jose Torres, speaking during 

commemora on of the Buy Malawi Day in Lilongwe. 
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of Malawi in March 2016, the Buy Malawi 

Strategy has helped enhance existing 

employment opportunities, economic 

growth, and the creation of more quality 

employment opportunities in the country. 

The initiative continues to stimulate local 

production and growth by inspiring 

consumers to embrace locally produced 

goods and services instead of imported 

products. 

Elizabeth Chikoya is a member of the 

Lilongwe Textile and Tailoring Cooperative 

Society, a grouping of 31 women who have 

put their resources together to provide 

locally produced tailoring products on the 

domestic market. She testifies on the 

benefits of the Buy Malawi campaign to 

have stirred the interests of buyers to now 

source their needs from locally made 

products. 

“Through this campaign, we now have big 

organizations giving us significant 

procurement orders for their institutions 

which is helping boost our businesses. This 

is unlike in the past, where we used to only 

get individual orders, which would be in 

small quantities”, said Elizabeth. 

“The Buy Malawi Initiative has also given us 

opportunities in capacity building 

initiatives like how to set up cooperatives 

to help increase the quantity of our 

products and through that we were also 

supported with modern tailoring 

equipment that has helped increase the 

quality of our tailoring products. Our plea 

however is for more institutions that prefer 

imported products to  switch that mindset 

and procure their materials from the 

domestic market instead”, she said. 

Malawi commemorates Buying Malawi Day 
From page 6 

“Through the Buy Malawi Campaign, we are all 

contributing to the Sustainable Development Goals 

8 for Decent work and Economic Growth; SDG 9 for 

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure and SDG 12 

for Responsible Consumption,” said Ms. Torres. 

Another outstanding entrepreneur working in the local horticulture sector, 

Ngabangila Chitata of Dairy Fresh Farming group said that the Buy Malawi 

Initiative has enabled their farming group to increase their production as 

demand for local products is gradually increasing in the country. 

She stated that their farming group is now training other small holder 

farmers to boost their productions and adopt modern farming methods in 

their bid to substitute the importation of fresh agricultural products in 

Malawi.  The group has also provided employment opportunities to over 

25 people which has helped improve the livelihoods of those people living 

around the area. 

“We have also come to realize the importance of partnerships to boost 

the consistency in supplying our products. We are now ready to explore 

the international market and we have identified India as our first point to 

export our products to, but our aim is to go further than that.” 

The Buy Malawi Strategy is one of the interventions being championed by 

the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism, supported under UNDP 

Malawi’s Private Sector Development Project. 

Some of the items exhibited at the commemora on of the Buy Malawi Day 
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Since the dawn of multiparty democracy in Malawi, the 

numbers of women elected in political decision-making 

positions has been low and uneven, yet some positive 

trends have been registered over the years.  

Research findings for Malawi by Afrobarometer,  revealed 

that seven in every 10 Malawians (72%) were of the view 

that women should have the same chances of being 

elected to political office as men. 

The upcoming 2019 Presidential, Parliamentary and Local 

government (tripartite) elections, presents an opportunity 

to focus on initiatives that would promote women political 

participation. UN Women and UNDP, with financial 

support from EU are supporting the empowerment of 

women in politics through the Malawi Electoral Cycle 

Support Project. UN Women and UNDP in collaboration 

with Ministry of Gender, Children, Disability and Social 

Welfare, commissioned a Political Economy Analysis and 

Perception Study to unearth the factors and perceptions 

that affect women’s political representation at national 

and local levels in Malawi. 

A meeting was held in Lilongwe to disseminate and 

validate the findings of the Political Economy analysis and 

Perception Study to various stakeholders in the gender 

Overcoming Engrained Perceptions: Women Leaders 

fraternity including government representatives, CSO’s, 

NGO’s, development partners, the academia and the 

media. 

The main findings from the study show that there are 

regional variations in terms of representation and various 

factors that affect women representation at the national 

and local level. Among other things, fewer female 

candidates contest in elections than men because of 

family obligations, cultural issues or fear of violence and 

castigation.  

Nomination of women as candidates and lack of party 

support to the tripartite elections has also been identified 

as a big hurdle. Various recommendations were made that 

can influence voters’ perception of women representation 

including the UN support to interventions that are clear on 

their focus- target  group, region and districts stage of the 

electoral process.  

In her remarks, the UN Women Representative, Clara 

Anyangwe said that “It is hoped that the political economy 

dynamics surrounding women representation; as well as 

the factors that drive them exposed through this study 

shall inform our future programming for the promotion of 

women political participation in Malawi”. 

Principal Secretary for Gender, Children, Disability and Social Welfare Esmie Kainja with UN Women Representa ve Clara Anyangwe at the event 
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Validation Meeting on the Study on Gender Analysis of Macro 

and Micro Finance Institutions and Procedures 

Group work in progress 

On 11th April 2018, the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation 

and Water Development (Department of Agricultural 

Extension Services, DAES) in collaboration with UN 

Women through funding from Royal Norwegian Embassy 

held a validation meeting on the study of Gender Analysis 

of Macro and Micro finance institutions and procedures at 

the Bingu International Conference centre (BICC) in 

Lilongwe. 

The gender analytical study aimed at providing insights on 

existing national policies as well as financial service 

provider’s policies and procedures in relation to women’s 

access to credit, in order to document any gaps, 

challenges and barriers that exist at macro and micro 

levels. The findings of the study aims at providing a basis 

for advocacy recommendations for policy and procedural 

reform to enhance women farmers and entrepreneur’s 

access to credit.  

Views from various stakeholders on identifying existing 

gaps and key areas that require strengthening were 

solicited during the meeting. Mr Chimkomola, the Director 

of Agriculture and Extension Services stated ‘’we need to 

ensure that this study serves as a key document for 

informing various sectors on how credit is accessed by 

Valida on mee ng in progress  

women farmers and entrepreneurs living in rural areas’’.   

Gender inequality was highlighted as a major challenge in 

the agricultural sector, which negatively affects the 

attainment of the Ministries’ vision of ensuring food 

security at national and household levels.  

The UN Women representative stressed on the need for 

stakeholders to ensure that interventions aimed at being 

transformative for women are being implemented. It was 

remarked that ‘’the situation for female farmers and 

entrepreneurs can improve drastically if agricultural 

policies are made more gender responsive‘’.  

As a way forward, stakeholders recommended the 

following; an assessment of all new monetary and fiscal 

policies that impact rural and informally employed women 

through increased tax, interest rates and budget cuts be 

conducted by government before implementation. 

Additionally, community based awareness programmes 

need to be designed and scheduled bearing in mind, the 

multiple roles and responsibilities that women have in the 

context of their respective cultures.  
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Chief Kapoloma is determined to end all child marriages in his 

community. He is also leading a larger effort to improve the lives 

and futures of adolescents by making sure they get an educa on.  

In Malawi, almost half of all girls are married before the age of 18, putting them at greater risk of dropping out 

of school, domestic violence and potential life-threatening health consequences of early pregnancy. Find out how 

local leaders like Chief Kapoloma are working to end child marriage in their districts. 

In Malawi, local chief leads effort to end child marriage in community 

the child. But her husband was not able to provide for the family. 

When Chief Kapoloma found out, he intervened. Realizing that 

the marriage was not a solution to poverty, the family agreed to 

have it annulled. Fatima returned home with her child to live with 

her mother. She is now back at school in Form 3. 

“It was an issue of peer pressure,” Fatima says. “My friends had 

boyfriends and I didn’t want to be left out. So I found a man. 

Later, I fell pregnant and decided to get married. But the Chief 

convinced me to go back to school.” 

“At first I thought it was a good thing to get married,” she 

continues. “But when the Chief told me about the importance of 

education, I understood him and decided to go back to school. 

I’m happy that I’m back home and going to school.” 

Passion for education 

For Chief Kapoloma, whose family name is Ahammad Gowelo, 

his drive and passion for education is intrinsically linked with his 

own personal story. “I was born along the lake shores. I used to 

stay with my uncle, who was a driver to a German,” he recalls. “I 

used to play together with his son, who was the same age as 

me.” 

The German family left Malawi in 1964, after independence, and 

offered to take the young Ahammad with them, giving him the 

opportunity to go to school. But his father was opposed to 

secular education, and prevented the move. 

“My father didn’t want me to go to school, so I would run away 

to attend classes,” he says. “I had the chance to study in Germany 

but my father cancelled the trip when I was at the airport. This 

was the most painful moment in my life because I wanted to go 

to school so much. Even now, I still regret that I missed that 

chance to get a proper education.” 

Although Ahammad managed to get a basic education, he says it 

still breaks his heart to see young people getting married at a 

young age. He blames child marriage for a decline in education 

standards in his district, which he says has robbed his Yao tribe 

of its chance to contribute to the development of Malawi. 

“It is a source of pain for me that the Yao tribe has become 

known for illiteracy,” he says. 

Advocating for change 

Child marriage is a violation of children’s rights, putting girls at 

greater risk of dropping out of school, domestic violence and 

potential life-threatening health consequences of early 

pregnancy. 

UNICEF is working to bring an end to child marriage throughout 

Malawi. According to the 2015-16 Malawi demographic and 

Health Survey, 46 per cent of girls in Malawi were married before 

MACHINGA, Malawi, 18 April 2018 – It’s a hot and sunny 

afternoon when Chief Kapoloma visits the home of teenage 

Fatima and her mother in Aisa village, Malawi. He strides across 

the baked earth of a dried-out river bed, wearing a traditional 

robe and circular hat over a shirt and trousers. The area is 

predominantly Muslim and there is a small brick mosque among 

the houses, adorned with a white star and crescent on the 

minaret. A cockerel calls out from a straw enclosure behind one 

of the mud brick houses. 

The Chief’s solemn expression hints at the seriousness of his 

mission: saving girls from child marriage. He is determined to use 

his influence to improve the lives of adolescents in his 

community, by ensuring that they get an education. In his area, 

he has already ended over 30 child marriages and returned the 

affected children to school. 

“It’s a fact that education is key to one’s success,” he says. “I am 

trying to bring the young people back to school. To do this, for 

girls in particular, I am also trying to end all child marriages 

under the age of 18.” 

There is evidence that the Chief’s approach is working. “There 

has been a tremendous improvement in this area,” he says. “In 

the past, we used to have 10 to 15 cases of child marriage per 

year. But in 2017, we only had two. This is a good development, 

although I would ultimately like to get it to zero.” 

Fatima’s story 

Sixteen-year-old Fatima Lameck is one of the girls saved from 

child marriage by Chief Kapoloma. He has come to her home to 

check on her progress. She sits with her mother and six-month-

old child on a mat outside their house, in the shade of a tree. 

Fatima was staying with relatives in Blantyre when she got 

pregnant. She was persuaded into marriage as a way to support 
To  page 11 



Bulle�n of the United Na�ons in Malawi: April 2018 Edi�on 11 

the age of 18. In early 2017, a coalition of UN agencies and 

NGOs was instrumental in supporting the Government to change 

the Constitution to raise the minimum age of marriage from 15 

to 18 years of age, for both girls and boys. 

Since then, UNICEF’s work has focused on ensuring that this 

political change is implemented on the ground. This includes 

working with religious groups to identify and annul child 

marriages, and with local leaders like Chief Kapoloma and 

communities to equip girls and boys with knowledge and skills 

to reduce the risk of child marriage. 

Local leadership 

In Malawi, traditional chiefs like Kapoloma develop local decrees 

for their areas. To build support for his drive to end child 

marriage, the Chief consulted widely with other local leaders and 

the police. They came up with revised rules that instate legal 

consequences for men who marry under-aged girls, while 

emphasizing parents’ responsibility to send their children to 

school. 

But he admits there are still challenges. In particular, he 

highlights the need for financial support for families like Fatima’s, 

who take their daughters out of child marriage but then struggle 

to pay school fees on their own. 

For Chief Kapoloma, ending child marriage is just the first step 

on a journey to improve his community. “My ambition is to see 

young people in this area dream big and explore the 

opportunities that education can offer,” he says. “I want to be 

known as a chief who changed things for the better.” 

Alice was repaired in 2015 aAer living with Fistula for 66 years 

Obstetric Fistula Repair Camp at Mulanje District Hospital 

UNFPA in Malawi will once again support Mulanje District 

Hospital to conduct obstetric fistula repair session/camp 

with technical and financial support from Freedom from 

Fistula Foundation and International Medical Response 

(IMR). This is the sixth time a repair session/the camp is 

being conducted at Mulanje district hospital. The camp is 

targeting women from Mulanje and Phalombe and all the 

southern region districts. The repair session is scheduled 

to start on 20th April and end on 2nd May 2018 targeting 

more than 40 women. 

The camp is targeting women from Mulanje and 

Phalombe and all the southern region districts. 

In Malawi, local chief leads effort to end child marriage in community 

The repair session is scheduled to start on 20th April and 

end on 2nd May 2018 targeting more than 40 women. 

Over the past camps, UNFPA has supported the repair of a 

total of 120 women at Mulanje district hospital. 

In 2015, UNFPA supported the first ever fistula camp in 

Mulanje where over 25 women were repaired. Among 

those repaired was a woman who had lived with fistula for 

66 years. 

Apart from Mulanje district hospital, the United Nations 

Population Fund, UNFPA supports obstetric fistula camps 

at Bwaila Hospital, Dedza, Nkhatabay, Chikwawa, Mchinji 

and Mangochi districts every year. 

An obstetric fistula is a childbearing injury caused by 

obstructed labour. With prolonged labour and sustained 

pressure of the baby’s head on the mother’s pelvic bone, 

most of the soft tissues are damaged creating a hole – or 

fistula – between the vagina and the bladder and/or 

rectum. The result is the leaking of urine and/or feces into 

the vagina. Women with this condition smell either urine 

or feces and usually suffer stigma and isolation. 

Follow the updates on the social media platforms 

@ U N F P A M a l a w i  a n d  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

UNFPAMalawithrough the hashtag #FistulaCampMw2018 

#EndFistula #RestoreDignity. 

From page 10 
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New Finance Bank (NFB) Malawi, one of the country’s 

commercial banks has opened a branch at Dzaleka 

Refugee Camp effectively becoming the first financial 

institution to establish a service centre in the camp since 

its inception in 1994. 

Launching the bank on Thursday April 12, Minister of 

Home Affairs and Internal Security Honourable Cecilia 

Chazama said that the opening of the bank in the camp 

will lessen the lengthy process refugees goes through to 

conduct banking transactions outside the camp. 

“I am aware that refugees and asylum seekers had to go 

as far as Dowa, Mponela and Lilongwe to access banking 

facilities,” said Chazama. “The opening of NFB in Dzaleka 

will now ease pressure on camp management in issuing 

exit permits for refugees to enable their access to banking 

facilities.” 

In her remarks, Monique Ekoko, UNHCR Malawi 

Representative thanked NFB for being the first ever bank 

to erect a service centre and operate in a refugee camp in 

Malawi.  

Ekoko said Dzaleka Refugee Camp constitutes hard 

working refugees who have over the years, thrived in 

various business and entrepreneurial endeavors. She 

however, observed that the refugees have of late been 

denied an opportunity to save their money in a reliable 

and safe manner. 

“There is no denying that refugees will be delighted to 

benefit from these services just as any individual would,” 

said Ekoko. “Further, we look forward to additional 

banking services being offered in the near future.” 

NFB Chief Executive Officer Zandile Shaba said her bank’s 

expansion to Dzaleka Refugee Camp is aimed at seeking 

financial inclusion for the Dzaleka community as well as 

enriching the lives of refugees in Malawi. 

“This is indeed a departure from what banking institutions 

normally focus on and speaks to our mission of making 

people’s lives better,” she said. “We are extremely proud 

of this initiative and I am sure that the people and 

community of Dzaleka are very pleased that they now 

have their own first ever financial institution fully 

operational in the camp”. 

Shaba went on to say that  the new branch will offer 

refugees banking products and functions such as fixed 

deposits, savings and transactional accounts, access to an 

ATM, agency banking, money transfer and foreign 

exchange transactions. 

Ramazan Masumbuko a Congolese refugee described the 

opening of the service center as an opportunity for 

refugees to save their money. He commended New 

Finance Bank Malawi for engaging with Ministry of Home 

Affairs and Internal Security alongside UNHCR Malawi to 

bring such a facility in the camp. 

“As refugees we will no longer have problems whenever 

we want to access banking services as we now have a 

bank right on our door step,” Masumbuko said.  

Located in the central region district of Dowa, Dzaleka 

Refugee Camp is home to some 34,000 refugees and 

asylum seekers mainly from the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC), Burundi, Rwanda, Ethiopia and Somalia 

among others. Since 1994, it has seen an increase in 

entrepreneurship, which has given rise to successful micro

-businesses ranging from farming to hairdressing, fashion 

design and profitable enterprises that include grocery 

stores, saloons, restaurants and the production of poultry. 

Taking financial inclusion to refugees; New 

Finance Bank Malawi opens branch at Dzaleka 

Home Affairs Minister Cecilia Chazama (4R) led the opening of the 

bank branch at Dzaleka Refugee Camp in Dowa. UNHCR 

Representa ve Monique Ekoko (7R) and NFB officials joined the event. 
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