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H.E. Mr. Nuri Al Maliki presides over the signing of the MOU     
Photo by Bikem Ekberzade 

UN-HABITAT signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with the 
Ministry of Construction and 
Housing to outline key areas of 
collaboration in the implementa-
tion of Iraq’s National Housing 
Policy. The MOU will focus  pri-
marily on implementing the pro-
poor aspects of the Housing Pol-
icy, including informal settlement 
upgrading, special housing pro-
grammes for the poor and vul-
nerable, as well as improving the 
enabling environment for en-
gagement of the private sector 
and others in the housing sector 
through improved access to land 
and housing finance. 

The collaboration will focus on: 

1- Defining the general aspects 
of UN-HABITAT’s assistance to 
the Ministry of Construction and 
Housing; 

2- Setting priorities for the pro-
ject funding during the period 
2011 - 2015; 

3- Describing the procedures for 
collaboration.  
 
The MOU was signed on 31 May 
2011 during the Executive Direc-
tor’s visit to Iraq. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

UN-HABITAT signs a 
Memorandum of      

Understanding with 
Government of Iraq  

In this Issue 

UN-HABITAT Executive Director          
visits Iraq 
The Executive Director of the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-HABITAT) Dr. Joan Clos conducted a five-day visit 
to Iraq during the period 30 May - 2 June. In his first visit to a field 
mission since assuming leadership of UN-HABITAT, Dr. Clos hailed 
the achievements of the Iraqi-UN-HABITAT partnership on issues 
related to urban planning, governance, land management, pro-poor 
housing and basic services. Dr. Clos held discussions with the Iraqi 
officials in Baghdad and Erbil focusing on Iraq’s vision towards im-
proving housing conditions, better functioning cities and strengthen-
ing the private and public sectors.  

Regional and 
Technical           
Cooperation        
Division visits the 
Iraq Programme 
Mr. Alioune Badiane, the Direc-
tor of the RTCD at UN-HABITAT 
HQ visited the Iraq Programme 

in November 2011. The visit 
was on the sidelines of the re-
view meeting of the State of 
Arab Cities Report and the Arab 
Regional Strategy Meeting. UN-
HABITAT Iraq Programme was 
actively involved in the prepara-
tory work of both the Arab Cities 
Report and the Regional     
Strategy.  
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Programme Delivery Achievements 
Urbanization, Urban Planning and Local Governance: 

Inclusive Cities Guidebook for Iraq: 
The Guidebook aims at raising aware-
ness among the community of urban 
planners, designers and local govern-
ment specialists and practitioners of 
the bigger picture, context and vision 
of a viable, comprehensive and all 
inclusive future of the Iraqi City.   
The guidebook, which has been pre-
pared by the Amman Institute in col-
laboration with UN-HABITAT Iraq Pro-
gramme, includes tools to use and 
concrete examples from Iraq to 
measure and reflect on best practices 
on preparing city master plans.  

 

Decentralization Conference provides new roadmap for Iraq’s local 
government: UNHABITAT organized a 3-day International Conference 
on Decentralization, Local Governance and Service Delivery during 
the period 8-10 May 2011 in Amman.   

The aim of the conference was to set out a roadmap for Iraq to move 
towards a system of effective decentralized local government. Fur-
thermore, the conference aimed at providing an opportunity for Iraq 
Local Government Association representatives to learn, experience 
and benefit from the process of decentralization, local government 
building and service delivery practiced in several neighboring and 
selected countries. All of Iraq’s 18 governorates were represented by 
members of the Iraqi Local Government Association who had exten-
sive discussions with experienced practitioners in the field of local 
governance. The conference was structured to consider three key 
dimensions: Decentralized governance (political and administrative); 
fiscal decentralization; and decentralized service delivery.  

Land Management and Administration: 

Berlin Declaration: An Iraqi delegation headed by Dr. Thamir Al-
Ghadban, Chairman of the Task Force for Economic Reform at the 
Prime Minister’s Advisory Commission and representatives from UN-
HABITAT participated in a study visit to Berlin and Potsdam from 28 
February to 5 March 2011. The visit concluded in a statement indi-
cating the Government of Iraq’s commitment to develop a land pol-
icy to act as a framework to address land management and land 
administration issues in Iraq in addition to using land in equitable, 
efficient and sustainable manner in order to achieve national goals 
of economic growth, poverty reduction, environmental sustainability 
among other factors leading to Iraq’s prosperity in line with the Na-
tional Development Plan (2010-2014), Poverty Reduction Strategy, 
and National Housing Policy and the investment priorities in Iraq. 

NEW PROJECTS 
and PROSPECTS  

INITIATING DURABLE    
SHELTER SOLUTIONS FOR 

IDPs and RETURNEES  

The overall goal of the project is 
to demonstrate how the Gov-
ernment of Iraq and Baghdad 
Authorities can implement Long 
Term Shelter Solutions for IDPs 
and returnees that are currently 
living in unplanned settlements. 

The project will enable the GoI 
to take concrete steps to imple-
ment the Shelter Strategy that 
was developed in conjunction 
with UN-HABITAT, both by de-
veloping institutional capacity 
and testing this capacity in vari-
ous pilot efforts. 

The total approved budget is    
US $ 3 Million funded bilaterally 
by the US Department of State. 

IMPROVING HOUSING          
DELIVERY SYSTEMS in     

ERBIL Phase II 

UN-HABITAT and UNDP will be 
extending the on-going project 
“Improving the Housing Deliv-
ery System in Erbil” which es-
tablished slum-upgrading mas-
ter plans in two pilot slum-like 
neighborhoods in Erbil Gover-
norate which are now being 
implemented. The new project 
plans to leave a visual product 
of a successfully upgraded ur-
ban settlement by continuing 
the execution of activities to 
demonstrate key actions in for-
malizing informal settlements 
upgrading. 

The total budget is US $ 
1,473,200 co-financed by Kur-
distan Regional Government. 

Inclusive City Guidebook 
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Programme Delivery Achievements 

Urban Infrastructure and 
Basic Services: 

ROAD MAP for the Institutional 
Water Sector Reform of Iraq: a 
road map had been prepared 
and thoroughly discussed by 
The Ministerial Advisory Com-
mittee (MAC) - a high level 
committee of the Government 
of Iraq (GoI) on Water and 
Sanitation (WATSAN). 

The Road Map represents the 
foundation of all subsequent 
support measures and pursued 
establishment of related WAT-
SAN support mechanisms by UN
-HABITAT. It is divided into 8 
Core Strategies: Institutional & 
Organizational, Regulatory, As-
set Management, Operational 
Effectiveness, Public Participa-
tion, Legal, Financial and Ca-
pacity Building.  The purpose of 
the Road Map is to recommend 
a modernization strategy for the 
sector which could be imple-
mented within the context of 
Iraq’s socio-political, economic, 
technical, legal, environmental 
and administrative constraints. 
The strategy areas recom-
mended by the Road Map have 
been derived from an analysis 
and comprehensive interpreta-
tion of a previously carried out 
functional review forming the 
backbone to the actual Water 
Sector Reform Process of Iraq. 

Pro-poor Housing: 

Launch of the Erbil Housing 
Strategy: In line with the Na-
tional Housing Policy, the Erbil 
Housing Strategy was launched 
in June 2011 with the Kurdistan 
Regional Government. The 
strategy is a practical document 
that addresses local bottlenecks 
in the supply of adequate hous-
ing for all. These include access 
to land, access to housing fi-
nance, the poor capacity of the 
construction sector and growing 
practices of informal housing. 
Implementation of the strategy 
requires legislative and institu-
tional action at KRG level, 
therefore an inter-ministerial 
working group has been formed 
to review and amend the strat-
egy, so that it can be submitted 
for the endorsement of KRG 
Council of Ministers.  

Staff Movements 

Recent! 

Fiona McCluney appointed as 
Chief Technical Advisor and 
Head of Mission 

Welcome! 

Elaine Yong 
Programme Management 
Officer 

Mona Yousif  
Finance Assistant 

Dr. Andreas H. Lück 
Water and Sanitation Reform 
Advisor 

Muwaffaq Qattan  
Senior Engineer  

Moved! 

Doudou Mbye  
Senior Human Settlements    
Officer,  
Nairobi 

Wael Al-Ashhab 
CTA & Head of Programme 
Khartoum–Sudan 

Jawed Sulaiman  
Programme Management 
Officer,                            
Nairobi  

Darbaz Hawizi 
Project Officer,  
Erbil Sub-office 

Farewell! 

Rifat Wardi 
Sherien Krikorian 
Muna Fadhil 
Manal AbdulHadi 
Yasmine Abu Seedo 
Mohammad Maf  
Thabet Khreis 
Muneer Saadat 

Erbil Housing Strategy 

 
 
Erbil Housing Strategy 

For more information, contact: 
United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
Tel.: + 962 6 592 4889, Fax: +962 6 593 1448 
P.O. BOX 941864,Amman 11194 Jordan 
enquiry@unhabitat.org.jo—www.unhabitat.org.jo 
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