
T 
he UN in Nepal 
commemorated the 67th UN 
Day on 2 November 1012 

amidst a well attended programme 
in the UN House.  

Speaking at the program, United 

Nations Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator of the UN System in 
Nepal Mr. Robert Piper expressed 
concern over Nepal's unstable 
political situation and derailed 
constitution-writing process.  

"We recognize that the euphoria of 
almost 6 years ago (the year when 
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Musical performance by children affected 
by conflict.  
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67
th

 UN Day celebrated 

“ 
This peace process, 
from its very begin-
ning, has been truly 

Nepali-led, supported by 
the international commu-
nity. We urge and hope 
that the country‘s leader-
ship will overcome the cur-
rent deadlocks, reach out 
across political divides and 
lead Nepal successfully to-
wards the national transfor-
mation envisioned in the 
CPA.‖ 
 
— Robert Piper, UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator 
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Nepal's decade-long civil war 
ended) has given way to 
uncertainty and concern. Concern 
about political and constitutional 
crisis...how the constitution drafting 
process will get back on track and 
how the next elections will be held. 
Concerns that the rule of law 
remains fragile," he said in his 
welcome speech.  

In the program attended by over 
800 participants including 
dignitaries, high-level government 
officials, former UN peacekeeping 
force commanders,  representatives 
from NGOs, INGOs, civil society, 
media and  United Nations 
agencies working in Nepal, the UN 
country's coordinator, however, 
lauded the achievements made in 
the peace process.  

"There has been no resort to arms 
since the peace agreement was 
signed and Nepal has transitioned 
peacefully into becoming a 
republic." Piper said and also urged 
the country's leaders to overcome 
the current deadlocks and lead 
Nepal successfully towards the 
national transformation and logical 
conclusion of peace and statute- 
drafting processes.  

―The cantonments have been 
emptied and the final integration of 
the Maoist army will be completed 
in just a few weeks time. The 
country has become minefield-free. 
These achievements need to be 
protected,‖ said he.  

―This peace process, from its very 

beginning, has been truly Nepali-
led, supported by the international 
community. We urge and hope that 
the country‘s leadership will 
overcome the current deadlocks, 
reach out across political divides 
and lead Nepal successfully 
towards the national transformation 
envisioned in the CPA.‖ 

Mr. Piper also informed that the UN 
Country Team and the Nepali 
government have already finalized 
their new UN Development 
Assistance Framework (UNDAF) to 
frame the UN work in overall 
development of Nepal for the next 
five years. ―This was a critical 
process at a critical juncture in 
Nepal‘s development trajectory,‖ 
Piper added. 

Mr.Piper said that Nepal‘s 
development indicators have been 
impressive despite challenges. 
―Significant results have been 
achieved and Nepal's development 
indicators continue to improve. 
These results are all the more 
impressive given the headwinds 
development efforts have faced 
over the last decade in this 
country,‖ Piper further said, 
―Nepalis from many walks of life, 
from civil servants to village health 
volunteers, from police men and 
women to teachers, have achieved 
so much. Imagine what they could 

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 
Robert Piper and Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister of Nepal Hon’ble 
Narayan Kaji Shrestha.  
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“ 
Significant results 
have been achieved 
and Nepal's develop-

ment indicators continue to 
improve. These results are 
all the more impressive 
given the headwinds devel-
opment efforts have faced 
over the last decade in this 
country‖  
 
— Robert Piper, UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator 
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have accomplished in a more 
conducive governance 
environment.‖ 

Informing about the UN‘s 
involvement in a number of areas in 
Nepal including development, 
governance, food security, poverty 
alleviation, women and children, 
peace process and Bhutanese 

refugee resettlement, Piper said the 
UN Country Team has continued 
working hard alongside its 
government partners, non-
government actors, development 
partners and others to reduce 
poverty and accelerate Nepal's 
development process.  

Speaking as the Chief Guest, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Nepal Narayan 
Kaji Shrestha said, ―As we celebrate 
the UN Day, our focus should be on 
making the United Nations stronger, 
more effective and more credible 
organization able to address the 
global needs and challenges. This 
calls for timely adjustments and 
rebalancing of the way the UN 
works and the priorities it sets. 
Equal and balanced importance 
should be given to all pillars of UN‘s 
mandate as they are 
complementary and mutually 
reinforcing. Without the realization 
of the right to development, peace, 
security and democracy cannot be 
advanced in a sustainable 
manner…. It should work in the 
collective interests of mankind with 
neutrality, impartiality and objectivity 
guiding its operations. More than 
others, it has the vital responsibility 
to safeguard the interests of the 
poorest and most vulnerable 
segment of the international 
community, representing the voice 
of the voiceless. 

The UN Day event also consisted of 
some ‗infotainment‘ in the form of a 
short drama on themes related with 
UNDAF and a musical performance 
by children affected by the decade 
long conflict in Nepal . Long-service 
memento to national staff members 
were also presented on the 
occasion.  
 
Besides, the video message of the 
Secretary General as well as the 
works of the UN in Nepal were also 
screened on the occasion.  
Simultaneously, impressive stalls of 
various UN agencies depicting their 
works in Nepal also proved to be a 
great success. 

Speech of Robert Piper, UN 
Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator: http://un.org.np/
headlines/statement-robert-piper-un
-resident-coordinator-un-day-2012 

Speech of Narankaji Shrestha, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister: http://un.org.np/
headlines/speech-deputy-prime-
minister-and-minister-foreign-affairs
-un-day-2012 

“ 
As we celebrate the 
UN Day, our focus 
should be on making 

the United Nations 
stronger, more effective 
and more credible organi-
zation able to address the 
global needs and chal-
lenges. This calls for timely 
adjustments and rebalanc-
ing of the way the UN 
works and the priorities it 
sets.‖ 
 
— Narayan Kaji Shrestha, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for For-
eign Affairs 

School students displaying poster of the 
world heritages—Bhaktapur Durbar Square, 
Kathmandu Valley, and Patan Durbar 
Square at UN day programme in UN 
House.  
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KATHMANDU 30 November: Nepal 
is the second largest remittance 
receiver among the Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs), 
according to a latest UNCTAD 
report. 

―Of the total $27 billion remittance 
received by LDCs in 2011, Nepal 
stands second to Bangladesh,‖ said 
the Least Developed Countries 
Report 2012 ‗Harnessing 
Remittance and Diaspora 
Knowledge to Build Productive 
Capacities‘, released here today. 

The top three recipients — 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sudan — 
shared 66 per cent of total 
remittance inflow to LDCs, it said, 
adding that from 2009 through 
2011, Nepal and Haiti received 
more foreign exchange from 
remittance than from exports.  

―Nepal‘s remittance equals trade 
deficit as a share to the gross 
domestic product (GDP). Likewise, 
remittance exceeded both Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) and Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) in 
2008-2010 exceeded in nine LDCs; 
Bangladesh, Haiti, Lesotho, Nepal, 
Samoa, Senegal, Sudan, Togo and 
Yemen.‖ 

―However, the widening gap 

between FDI inflow and remittance 
inflow has to be taken seriously,‖ 
said senior economist at the UNDP 
Basudeb Guha-Khasnobis where 
presenting the report. 

―Though remittance has helped 
reduce poverty, it has also been 
instrumental in widening the rich-
poor gap,‖ he said, adding that a 
good remittance policy will not only 
help reduce the cost of remittance 
but also the cost of migration. 

―Generally, a Nepali worker has to 
pay $1,200 to migrate to Qatar,‖ he 
added. ―As a skilled and 
professional migrant normally does 
not remit, cost reduction for 
migration will help low income 
people have easy access to 
migration that will increase 
remittance inflow,‖ he suggested. 

The brain drain rate — that is the 
share of highly skilled nationals 
living abroad — is considered ‗high‘ 
as it stood at 20 per cent in 30 
LDCs out of 48 LDCs, the report 
highlighted, estimating that two 
million university-educated persons 
from LDCs live and work abroad. 

However, brain drain can be 
reversed, opined Central Bank 
Governor Dr. Yubaraj Khatiwada, 
releasing the report. 

―Apart from thinking of how to 
attract professionals and skilled 

people to remit, brain drain could 
also be reversed to brain gain, if the 
government can create an 
encouraging environment for the 
return of migrants, who have 
expertise, skills and knowledge that 
could help their originating 
countries,‖ he said, adding that the 
current NRN Act also needs to be 
revisited to encourage Non-
Resident Nepalis to return to Nepal. 

―However, LDCs like Nepal must 
prepare for alternative sources to 
finance consumption, in case 
remittance inflow slows down,‖ he 
added. ―Countries like Nepal should 
be prepared for price shocks — that 
has increased the cost of living — 
financial shocks, and keep gauging 
increasing vulnerabilities. 
Remittance is an indicator to gauge 
rising vulnerabilities of Nepal too.‖ 

Likewise, LDCs have failed to build 
trade capacity despite the World 
Trade Organizations‘ facilities on 
exports from these countries, the 
central bank governor opined, 
adding that Aid for Trade could also 
be a tool to help increase capacities 
of LDCs like Nepal, besides 
effective mobilization of resources 
by proper utilisation. 

Senior economist Prof Dr 
Biswambher Pyakurel sought a 
diagnosis of the structural problem 
of the Nepali economy before 
prescribing any pill for the ailing 
economy. 

UNIC 
KATHMANDU, 29 Nov — 

Nepal among top 

remittance receivers  

in LDCs  

Yuwaraj Khatiwada, Governor of Nepal 
Central Bank releasing Least Developed 
Countries Report 2012, Also seen are 
Robert Piper, UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator, and (Left) 
Basudeb Guha-Khasnobis, UNDP Senior 
Economist.  
Photo: UNIC  
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A 
 new Joint Programme of 
the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), the 
International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), the UN Entity 
for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN 
Women) and the World Food 
Programme (WFP) has been 
initiated under the theme 
Accelerating Progress towards the 
Economic Empowerment of Rural 
Women. This initiation comes in the 
context of increasing global 
attention for the role rural women 
play in rural development, food and 
nutrition security and fueling 
national economies. To begin with, 
a National Consultative Workshop 
was held on November 29 in 
Kathmandu.  

Women in Nepal, despite their 
significant contributions, face more 
difficulty than men in gaining 
access to public services, social 

protection, decent employment 
opportunities, and access to local 
and national markets, hindering 
their ability to fully prosper. Within 
this context, UN Women, FAO, 
IFAD, and WFP have agreed to 
spearhead a comprehensive UN 
System response in support of rural 
women's economic empowerment 
through joint actions.  

The inaugural session was chaired 
by Honorable Janak Raj Shah, 
Member National Planning 
Commission. Others present 
included Mr. Robert Piper, UN 
Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator, Ms. Nicole Menage, 
Country Director, WFP, Mr. Ziad 
Sheikh, Representative, UN 
Women, Dr. Lin Aung, 
Representative, FAO, Mr. Benoit 
Thierry, Country Programme 
Manager, IFAD. Ms. Tacko Ndiaye, 
Policy Advisor on Economic 
Empowerment, from UN Women 
headquarters also contributed to 
the proceedings. Rural women 
leader, Ms. Radha Kunwar of Kaski 
and women farmers, Ms. Raj 
Kumari Chaudary from Kailali and 

Ms. Nanu Ghatani from Kavre, 
expressed their concerns on the 
situation of rural women in Nepal 
and a desire to be acknowledged, 
treated equally and given better 
opportunities to fully participate in 
the economy. Mr. Piper pointed out 
that cross-cutting and structural 
issues like rural women‘s economic 
empowerment, while the most 
challenging to address, are also the 
most important ones to tackle if we 
want to get to the core issues rather 
than treating symptoms. The 
Honb‘le Janak Raj Shah highlighted 
past and current government 
priorities and its alignment with the 
Joint Programme. He pointed out 
that, although significant progress 
and commitments have been made 
in Nepal, women still suffer and 
special programmes such as the 
joint programme on Accelerating 
Progress towards the Economic 
Empowerment of Rural Women are 
needed to resolve this. The 
Government of Nepal is committed 
to help fulfil the programme goals. 

The programme‘s goal is to secure 
rural women‘s livelihoods and rights 
in the context of sustainable 
development and the post 
MDGs+15 which is articulated 
around four outcomes: 

UN Woman 
KATHMANDU, 29 Nov — 

Accelerating progress 

towards economic 

empowerment of rural 

women  

Rural women leader and farmer from Dhikur 
Pokhari Kaski district Radha Kunwar putting 
her views in the programme. 
 
Photo: UN Woman 
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The two-day National Consultation 
was organized with the goal to 
ensure a high quality programme 

with input, full ownership and 
oversight from the relevant 
stakeholders in the country. The 

launch of the programme is 
scheduled to take place at the end 
of December 2012.  

UN Woman team with programme 
participants.  
 
Photo: UN Woman 

Rajukumar Chaudhari ( Rural farmer from 
kailali) district sharing her views. 
 
Photo: UN Woman 

>> Outcome 1:  
On rural women‘s improved food and nutrition security 

>> Outcome 2:   

On rural women‘s increased income to sustain their livelihoods 

>> Outcome 3:  

On rural women‘s enhanced leadership and participation in rural institutions 
and in shaping laws, policies and programmes 

>> Outcome 4:  

On more gender responsive policy environment for the economic 
empowerment of rural women. 
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I 
n a remote hilly village of Moyal 
in Far-west Nepal, 40-year-old 
Pabitra Bista always had to 

struggle to produce enough food for 
her family.   

Like many other men, low yields, 
unreliable weather and lack of 
employment opportunities had 
forced her husband to seek 
alternative livelihoods away from 
home leaving her to tend to 
farming. 

 ―What we produced from the field 
was never sufficient and was 
declining with each passing year. 
No matter how hard we tried to get 
back on our feet, we were always 
facing difficulties,‖ says the mother 
of three.  ―Forget about selling, the 

harvest of traditional crops like 
maize and wheat was not enough 
for even six months. I used to take 
loans from local businessmen to 
buy food and feed my children.‖ 

Pabitra‘s fortune began to change 
in 2011, when WFP, in partnership 
with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ), introduced the community-
based commercial farming of cash 
crops in her village to improve the 
livelihoods of local people through 
effective long-term agricultural 
interventions. 

 Pabitra was one among a group of 
25 food-insecure households from 
the village, who worked collectively 
on a leased land of 1.25 hectares 
for commercial farming of chilly in 
the first cycle (May – October 2011) 
with support from WFP and GIZ-

Improvement of Livelihoods in Rural 
Areas. 

―I am very happy with the way 
things are moving now,‖ she 
relates.  ―Last season, we sold 700 
kilograms of green chilly at NPR80 
(USD0.90) a kilo and earned 
NPR56, 000 (USD637) for the 
community, we still have around 
1000 kilos of dried chilly which we 
are planning to sell at NPR300 
(USD3.33) per kilo. We are now 
known as the ‗chilly village,‘ in our 
region.‖ 

 Besides getting their own share of 
profit, the farmers have established 
a group to look after the earnings 
and use the money appropriately to 
generate local income opportunities 
that benefit their community. They 

WFP 
BAJHANG, 31 Oct —  

Villagers Shift Away From 

Traditional Farming 

Women gather to work on a garlic field in 
Moyal Village of Bajhang district in Far-
western Nepal.  As most of the farmers 
struggle to produce enough food for their 
families, the men have migrated to India to 
work, leaving women to tend to farming.  
 
Photo: WFP/Deepesh Shrestha 
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are planning to construct a 
multipurpose community house with 
an agricultural drying facility and 
improve irrigation facilities using the 
group‘s fund. 

 This season, they have planted 
garlic and are hoping for bigger 
profit. The garlic seeds were 
purchased from the groups‘ fund.  

―We would not have been able to 
achieve this success at an 
individual level. Our collective work 
is transforming the lives of every 
farmer in this village,‖ shares 
Pabitra. 

Not Easy 

In the past, the villagers of Moyal 
had never tried farming cash crops 
like chilly and garlic. They were 
skeptical about switching to farming 
cash crops as they were not familiar 
with it. 

―Initially, we faced lots of difficulties 

in convincing the villagers because 
they were worried that if the cash 
crops failed they would have 
nothing to eat,‖ recalls Khagendra 
Rai, GIZ Programme Officer in 
Bajhang, who monitors the project. 
―But we were determined and 
confident that the project would be 
successful and the hard work has 
paid off now.‖ 

In order to win the trust of the 
villagers, GIZ and WFP staff 
regularly interacted with the 
villagers providing them with 
technical support. The farmers 
received on-the-spot training on 
land preparation, plantation, 
cropping pattern, irrigation and 
proper harvesting techniques. 

At the same time, under the Food- 
and Cash-For Assets activity, WFP 
provided the farmers with an average 
of 40 days of labour wage (80 kg of 
rice, 10 kg of lentils and NPR3,400 -- 
about USD38) for their involvement 
in constructing an irrigation canal and 

a community pond.  

Including Moyal village, the 
community-based commercial 
farming project has now spread to 
10 Village Development 
Committees (VDCs) of Bajhang and 
13 VDCs of Baitadi districts under 
the Food- and Cash-For-Assets 
schemes, benefitting nearly 47,000 
food-insecure people in the region. 

―WFP provided me with the short-
term employment and the ration 
helped me to meet immediate food 
needs of my family,‖ explains 
Pabitra Bista.  

―I can‘t describe in words how 
thankful I am to WFP and GIZ for 
showing us the way to overcome 
poverty and making us independent 
and self-reliant,‖ says Pabitra as 
she started weeding the garlic field 
with a hoe. ―I had always felt my life 
was cursed but their support (WFP 
and GIZ) has turned it into a 
blessing.‖  

As the profession of teachers is 
losing status in many parts of the 
world, the celebration of World 
Teachers‘ Day in Nepal on 5 
October provide the framework for 
a variety of activities to call 
attention to the need to raise the 
status of Nepal‘s teachers.―Take a 
stand for teachers!‖ is the slogan of 
this year‘s celebration of  the Day 
which UNESCO is observing along 
with its partners, the International 
Labour Organization, UNDP, 
UNICEF and Education 
International (EI). 

"Teachers… ultimately determine 
our collective ability to innovate, to 
invent, and to find solutions for 
tomorrow. Nothing will ever replace 
a good teacher. Nothing is more 
important than supporting them.‖ 
says UNESCO Director General 
Irina Bokova in her message 
related to the day. 

In Nepal, UNESCO joined the 
National Centre for Educational  
Development by providing support 

to a radio show with teachers, 
educationists, parents and 
government officials on ―Take a 
stand for teachers with improved 
teacher management and 
professional development‖, which 
will be broadcast through 
Radio Nepal and other FM 
radio stationson 6, 7 and 8 
October 2012.  

In addition, the UNESCO 
Office in Kathmandu jointly 
with the Teachers‘ Union 
of Nepal, Education 
Journalists‘ Group and the 
Ministry of Education will 
organize a round table 
discussion on issues 
related to the situation of 
teachers in Nepal, in 
particular teacher policy, 
teacher trainings and 
maintaining standards for 
teaching.   

UNESCO will also partner 
with the ―AjakoSikcha‖ 
weekly to publish a special 
Teachers‘ Day edition that 
will include stories and 
information provided by 

teachers in honour of their work, 
interviews of teachers and experts, 
facts and figures about the teacher 
situation in Nepal, expert views, 
and the joint message from UN 
agencies. 

UNESCO  
KATHMANDU, 1 Oct —  

Take a stand for teachers 
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N 
epal celebrated the first 
International Day of the Girl 
Child (IDGC) on 11 October 

marking the beginning of a 
campaign that focuses on 
adolescent girls.  The Third 
Committee of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations had 
last year agreed to designate 11 
October as the International Day of 
the Girl Child to be observed every 
year beginning 2012. The IDGC 
focuses attention on the need to 
address the unique challenges girls 
face and to promote girls‘ 
empowerment and the fulfillment of 
their human rights.  

A colourful and participatory event 
held in the capital Kathmandu, 
presided over by Nepal‘s Vice 
President Rt. Hon‘ble 
Paramananda Jha, was a 
culmination of consultations since 
August at the grassroots level with 
adolescent boys and girls in around 
half the 75 districts of Nepal.  
Representatives, mostly girls, from 
each district had come to 
Kathmandu to participate in a 
―Future Search Conference,‖ and 
the recommendations emanating 
from all of these consultations, are 
meant to feed into the National Plan 
of Action for the Holistic 
Development of Adolescents being 
developed by the National Planning 
Commission (NPC). The issues 
raised by the adolescents were 
further discussed in separate 
thematic technical sessions 
yesterday and recommendations 
from those panels which were 
presented at a plenary session at 
the end of the day will also feed into 
the Plan of Action.   

The Vice President, as Chief Guest, 
inaugurated the event by lighting 
diyo (traditional lamp) signifying the 

need for a bright future for all the 
children and adolescents. 
Symbolically, the IDGC‘s logo is 
also a diyo which was designed by 
adolescents.  Adolescents present 
at the hall waved colourful ribbons 
and sang about the need to light up 
their future and how empowering 
adolescents would brighten the 
country‘s future.  

The event was organised by the 
National Planning Commission 
along with members of the United 
Nations Adolescent Girls' Task 
Force Group (UNICEF, UNFPA, 
UNESCO, UN Women, WHO and 
ILO), Save the Children, Plan 
Nepal, CWIN and the consortium.  

The morning‘s event was a 
colourful mix of songs, dances, 
speeches and testimonials of 
children for a range of issues 
regarding adolescent girls. Two 
main speakers at the event, 
representing adolescents at the 
conference were Dil Kumari 
Chaudhary and Jayaram 
Lamichhane who spoke very 
passionately about the need for 
education and wished to see 
equality in all forms in society within 
five years. Lamichhane said, ―The 
bitter truth about our society is that 
we are ignored even by our family. 
We would like to help the society 
prosper, we have high hopes for 
our future and we are sure we can 
accomplish a lot but for that, we 
should get the opportunity to do so.‖  

Another adolescent, Devi Shahi, 
from Nepal‘s far western district, 
Doti, delivered a strong message of 
how a harmful practice like 
chhaupadi affects adolescent girls. 
She also highlighted the fact that 
the practice is gradually on decline 
in her village, thanks to the 

intervention of Save the Children, 
the liberal views of her mother and 
the cooperative local faith healers 
and religious leaders. 

The event also saw the launch of 
the ―Because I am a Girl‖ campaign 
and the accompanying report by 
Plan International. A short video 
and a drama performed by children 
from Makwanpur highlighted the 
issues raised by the campaign that 
investing in girls was investing 
everyone‘s future.   Other visuals 
presented on the occasion included 
a film on child marriage produced 
by UNFPA.  

Speaking at the event, Vice 
President Paramanda Jha stressed 
the need to work towards a plan of 
action to help and support 
adolescents and address their 
concerns. He urged all the 
development partners to work 
together to make this a reality.  

Mr. Donal Keane from Plan, 
Country Director, Mr. David 
Wrighter from Save the Children 
and UNICEF Country 
Representative Ms. Hanaa Singer 
all spoke of the need to invest in 
girls and expressed their 
commitment to work towards a 
better future for all adolescents. 
Other speakers representing the 
organisers NPC were the officiating 
Vice Chair Mr. Janak Raj Shah and 
the Joint Secretary of NPC Mr. 
Atma Ram Pandey.   

At the end of the inaugural session, 
the Vice President and other 
partners, held hands with the 
adolescents and pledged ―Today 
we stand here in solidarity to 
express our commitments to 
empower and fulfil the rights of 
Nepali adolescents.‖ 

UNFPA 
KATHMANDU, October 16 —  

The First Ever 

International Day of 

the Girl Child 

Celebrated  

Rita Tamang (Name Change), 7, class 2, Palchwock, is busy in washing 
her pots before going to school. Her mother is out of country for 
employment since last 2 years. 
 
Photo: UNIC 
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T 
he UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu and  the Nepal 
National Commission for 

UNESCO presented the  Education 
for All (EFA) Global Monitoring 
Report 2012, ―Youth and Skills – 
Putting education to work‖ in  
Kathmandu.  

The tenth edition of Global 
Monitoring Report on EFA shows 
how vital it is to ensure that all 
young people have the skills they 
need to prosper. As the Report 
reveals, however, across the world 
there is a lost generation of young 
people who are leaving school 
without the skills they need. It 
describes how governments can 
give young people a better state in 
life so that they can greet the world 
of work with confidence.  

The report, which serves as an 
authoritative reference for 
education policy-makers, 
development specialists, 
researchers and the media, 
examines how skills development 

programmes can be improved to 
boost young people‘s opportunities 
for decent jobs and better lives.  It 
includes statistical indicators on all 
levels of education of more than 
200 countries and territories. 

A summary of the report was made 
available at the presentation of the 
report.    

All together 70 participants, senior 
MOE officials, education officials, 
education experts, EFA 
development partners, teachers 
and media representatives 
participated in the programme. 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 17 Oct — 

UNESCO report: 

Developing young people’s 

skills for work is a must 

The launching of Nepali version of the EFA 
Global Monitoring Report 2012.  
 
Photo: UNESCO 

Press releases: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/

efareport/press-room/ 

 

Summary in English:  
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002175/217509E.pdf 

 

Download the English Full Report: 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002180/218003e.pdf 

 
Cover page of the report. 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/efareport/press-room/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/efareport/press-room/
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002175/217509E.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002180/218003e.pdf
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M 
aila Dongol and 
Ganeshman Shrestha 
were against each other 

on various decisions related to 
development of Tokha as they 
represented Nepali Congress and 
Nepal Communist Party (UML). 
This is just example; such kind of 
cold conflict existed among the all 
local party representatives in the 
Tokha VDC. Nowadays the 
situation has changed. They have 
united and work together with 
similar spirit. The cause beyond this 
was development of Tokha. Of 
course they posses still different 
political views but they build up 
common understanding for 

development. 

Tokha integrated water supply 
project, financially and technically 
supported by UN-Habitat and 
implemetated by LUMANTI, is one 
of the examples that was being 
operated under the common 
understanding among the political 
parties for 3 year and is now under 
completion. They already 
distributed 150 private connections 
as trial and have planned to provide 
1300 private connection.  

The members of users committee 
feel proud upon the transparency of 
project. Maila dongol clarified we 
bargain for material prices and work 
transparently that results the project 
became economical.  He claimed 
the water tank that cost 39 lakhs as 

per estimate but they constructed it 
with 25 lakhs without compromising 
in quality. 

Political parties may have different 
views and they may split up in 
political issues but we must have 
unity and we must move together in 
case of development of village, 
says representative of UNCP 
(Maoist), Shanti Maharjan.  For 
what is the politics? If it is for 
people, why should have conflict on 
development. People have mind set 
that political leader always quarrel. 
We erase such impressions in 
Tokha village, said Ganeshman 
Shrestha. Representative of NMKP, 
Sanu Babu Shrestha expressed 
that there is active participation in 
the development activities of 
villages and it will continue because 
development is not possible without 
political understanding. 

UN-HABITAT 
KATHMANDU, 19 Nov — 

Partnership closes gap of 

political differences  

in Tokha 

Consumer committee meeting in progress 
at Tokha, Kathmandu.  
 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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B 
uddhi Mahatara who hails 
from the mountain district 
Humla can be found these 

days repairing motorcycles in 
Tikapur, a city in the southern 
plains (Terai) district Kailali. The 
'Karnali Motorcycle Servicing 
Centre' that he is running in 
partnership with a friend is his 
means of earning and also a reason 
of hope for the future. 

Buddhi is one of the 4,008 verified 
minors and late recruits (VMLRs) 
who were identified as ineligible to 
remain in cantonments as members 
of the Maoist army in the process 
that unfolded after the ten year long 
armed conflict in Nepal. From mid-
2010, the UN Interagency 
Rehabilitation Programme (UNIRP) 
has been supporting the 
rehabilitation of these discharged 
VMLRs into civilian life. It has been 
providing them with training and 
education, and is enabling them to 
access good employment and 
livelihood opportunities. UNIRP is a 
joint initiative of UNDP, UNICEF, 
UNFPA and ILO and is funded by 
the UN Peace Fund for Nepal, a 
multi-donor trust fund supported by 
the Governments of Canada, 
Denmark, Norway, Switzerland and 
the United Kingdom. 

When Buddhi and his wife 
Paramita, a voluntarily retired 
Maoist ex-combatant, decided to 
settle in Tikapur, they did not know 
even a single person there. But due 
to their friendly behavior, they have 
earned good respect amongst 
neighbors and have made many 
good friends, some of whom have 
become regular clients at the 
servicing centre. Govinda Khatri, 
one of his clients, said, "There are 
many motorcycle service centers in 
Tikapur, but I like to come to Buddhi 
not only because of the good 

service he provides, but also 
because he doesn't say ‗no‘ to 
repair my bike even in odd hours." 

As part of the rehabilitation support 
provided by UNIRP, Buddhi 
participated in a seven-and-half-
month Motorcycle Maintenance 
Training at Bheri Technical School 
in Nepalgunj. He says, ―Being 
discharged from the cantonments 
had made me and many others feel 
like abandoned children. At such a 
difficult time, UNIRP provided us 
with the opportunity to gain some 
livelihood skills. The skill that I 
gained has enabled me to survive 
and make a decent living." 
According to him, he is earning one 
thousand rupees ($11) a day on 
average. 

Buddhi has his share of hardships. 
Most of his earning is spent in 
meeting daily expenses and paying 
the rent of his shop. He wants to 
increase his investment and add 
some more tools and equipment, 

but source of finance is hard to find. 
He also wishes to get further 
training as new models of 
motorbikes are coming into the 
market. But the hardships do not 
deter him from pursuing his hope 
for a better future. "I am crawling 
now; I have to struggle for four or 
five years. But, I am not afraid of 
struggling. The day is not far when I 
will be known as a reputed 
motorcycle mechanic." 

He adds, "The biggest lesson 
UNIRP has taught me is to be self-
dependent and I am doing that." 

By the end of August 2012, UNIRP 
has provided career counseling to 
2,462 VMLRs and 2,230 of them 
have enrolled in one of the four 
rehabilitation options (vocational 
skills, microenterprise development, 
education and health). Of those 
enrolled, 1,461 have completed 
training/education and 842 of them 
are employed or have started their 
own business. 

UNIRP 
TIKAPUR, 15 Oct —  

An ex-

combatant 

builds a 

future 

" 
There are many motorcycle service 
centers in Tikapur, but I like to come to 
Buddhi not only because of the good 

service he provides, but also because he 
doesn't say ‗no‘ to repair my bike even in 
odd hours." 
 

— Govinda Khatri (One of his clients) 
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T 
he Election Commission of 
Nepal (ECN), the European  

Commission (EC) and 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) have 
embarked on a new partnership to 
strengthen the foundations of 
democracy in Nepal. A four year 
financing agreement was signed 
between the European Commission 
and Ministry of Finance to support 
the Election Commission‘s 
ambitious institutional strengthening 
reform agenda that is built on its 
recent successes. A separate 
project implementation document 
was also signed between Election 
Commission and UNDP to 
implement the reform programme. 

 The new phase of the project 
entitled ‗Electoral Support Project 
Phase II‘ was signed at the Ministry 
of Finance and is a joint initiative of 
the Government of Nepal, 
European Commission, the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and other development 
partners.  

The project has a total budget of 
EUR 19.978 million with the 
European Commission being a 
significant contributor to the project. 
The Project will support the ECN in 
carrying out its mandate of holding 

fair and credible elections, 
enhancing its institutional capacity 
both at central and local levels as 
well as increasing the capacity and 
reach of the newly established 
Electoral Education and Information 
Center. It will also promote activities 
to maintain stakeholder confidence 
in the electoral process and will 
support the ECN in meetingtheir 
increasingly advanced information 
and communication technology 
needs. 

Commenting on the EU support to 
the ECN, Dr. Alexander Spachis, 
Ambassador, Head of the European 
Union Delegation to Nepal said, 
"EU is committed to democracy 
around the world. This new support 
to ECN reflects EU commitment to 
consolidate democracy and peace 
in Nepal. Democracy is not limited 
to elections but periodic free and 
fair elections are the cornerstones 
of any democracy. EU wants to see 
national and local elections taking 
place in Nepal. The EU also hopes 
that this support will provide an 
opportunity to take action to further 
widen the voter base by a 
substantial number of people who, 
according to sources, are eligible 
but not yet registered."  

―We firmly believe that we have to 
conduct a series of elections from 
local to national levels. This support 
from the EU and UNDP/ESP will be 
very helpful to turn all these plans 
to reality and ensure free, fair and 
credible elections with sustained 
democracy in the country,‖ Mr. 
Maheshwor Neupane, ECN Joint 
Secretary said. 

―UNDP supports one in three 
parliaments in the developing world 
and an election every two weeks,‖ 
said Ms. Shoko Noda, UNDP 
Country Director.  

―Through Phase II of the Project, 
UNDP will continue its partnership 
with the Election Commission of 
Nepal and development partners in 
providing technical assistance on 
capacity building, and will also 
provide operational and technical 
assistance during a series of 
upcoming elections to be held in 
coming years.‖  

Ms. Noda also thanked the 
Governments of the UK, Norway, 
Denmark, Australia and Japan for 
their extensive support to the 
Election Commission as a part 
wider electoral assistance.  

Joint Secretary at the Foreign Aid 
Coordination Division of Ministry of 
Finance Madhu Marasini described 
elections as the backbone of 
democracy and welcomed the 
support from EU and UNDP to 
strengthen the capacity of the 
Election Commission in holding 
credible elections. He hoped that 
EU and other development partners 
will continue to extend their support 
in Nepal‘s socio-economic 
development.  

Whilst the ECN enjoys a high 
degree of public confidence in its 
activities, further growth and 
consolidation will assist it in 
meeting the demands of a growing 
electorate as well as bring electoral 
services closer to the community—
by opening up accessible and 
permanent local offices through 
institutionalizing the continuous 
voter registration initiative.  

The ESP Phase II builds on a 
strong partnership between the 
Government of Nepal, the 
European Commission, the Election 
Commission and UNDP to produce 
positive outcomes for the electoral 
process in Nepal. 

UNDP 
KATHMANDU, 29 Nov — 

UNDP, 

Election 

Commission 

sign four-

year 

agreement 

to carry out 

electoral 

reforms 
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United Nations  

Information Centre Kathmandu 

UN House   

POB 107, Pulchowk,   

Lalitpur, Nepal  

Phone: 00-977-1-5523200 ,   

Fax: 00-977-1-5543723 

We  welcome  any  comments, suggestions and   

feedback  at  kathmandu.unic@unic.org  

Web: http://Kathmandu.unic.org 

               http://www.un.org.np  
 

For more detail, please contact Ram Babu Shah, UN National Information Officer, UNIC Kathmandu 

Published by 

Like UN Information Centre 

https://www.facebook.com/unicktm 

Follow UN Nepal 
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http://www.youtube.com/unicktm 

Observances:

** — ** 

10December 
Human Right Day —
Inclusion and the right to 

participate in public life. 

The Golden Sun rise of early morning on a pavement of 

Pachtalle Mandir at Bhaktapur.  

Photo: UNIC / Rajendra Man Banepali 
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