
 

 

 
Statement attributable to the United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 

in Sudan, Mr. Ali Al-Za’tari 
 
Khartoum, 21 May 2012. The United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, 
Mr. Ali Al-Za’tari, has welcomed the continued progress in the airlift from Khartoum to Juba of 
some 12,000 people of South Sudanese origin who had been stranded for many months at a way-
station in Kosti, waiting for onward transportation to South Sudan. The airlift is managed by the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and supported by the Governments of Sudan and 
South Sudan.   
 
The humanitarian airlift that began one week ago has already transported 4,200 people to South 
Sudan. “I welcome the cooperation between the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan to 
facilitate this airlift,” said Mr. Al-Za’tari. The humanitarian community will continue to focus its 
efforts on assisting those who are the most vulnerable. The Humanitarian Coordinator also 
welcomed continued progress by the two Governments to regularize the status of people of South 
Sudanese origin who wish to remain in Sudan. He noted that the South Sudanese Embassy in 
Khartoum recently started issuing passports and nationality certificates to people of South 
Sudanese origin.  He also welcomed the decision of the Government of Sudan’s Minister of the 
Interior to grant citizens of South Sudan residing in Sudan temporary identification cards.       
 
With regards to South Kordofan and Blue Nile, Mr. Al-Za’tari continued to express concern 
about the humanitarian situation and stressed that “ the UN will continue to advocate for an end 
to the fighting and resolution of the conflict by peaceful means, and for humanitarian access and 
assistance to all civilians in need, wherever they may be located”.  With reference to the Abyei 
area, Mr. Al-Za’tari said that only 5,000 people have returned to the area while more than 
100,000 people remain displaced. He said it is high time for humanitarian staff to have access to 
Abyei from Sudan, noting that at present international humanitarian staff are only able to get to 
Abyei if they travel via South Sudan.  
 
Concerning Darfur, Mr. Al-Za’tari pointed out that in 2011, for the first time since 2003, there 
were more verified returns of people to their places of origin than people newly displaced by 
fighting. “Improved security in some parts of Darfur has allowed these returns to take place and 
we are now starting to see greater confidence in the return process,” he said. Nevertheless, recent 
reports of inter-tribal fighting and clashes with armed movements in some parts of Darfur as well 
as increased criminality are a cause for concern. “Further violence in Darfur not only threatens 
progress on returns, but also threatens to disrupt recent progress made through the Doha peace 
process,” said the Humanitarian Coordinator.   
 
 
 

*** 
 
For further information, contact Damain Rance, Public Information Officer, UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Sudan (rance@un.org / +249 912 392 562)  
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