
DECEMBER 2017 BULLETIN

ISSUED ON 25/JAN/2018



On 18 December 2017, countries in the East and Horn of Africa region joined the 
international community in marking International Migrants Day. This day provides an 
opportunity to celebrate the positive contributions of migrants to both their host 
communities and communities of origin. It is also an occasion to remember and 
commemorate the countless migrants who have lost their lives on their journey in 
search of a better life for themselves and their families. The UN Migration Agency 
marked the International Migrants Day with a series of events around the world 
including film screenings and debates on migration. 

Mixed migration flows within, from and to East and Horn of Africa is often driven by a 
mix of complex dynamics, including conflict, drought and search for better economic 
opportunities. Migrants, asylum seekers and refugees in the region face constant risk 
of harm, ranging from abduction, physical abuse and death on land and at sea. There 
is need to put in place enabling environment for safe migration while at the same 
time, finding solutions to factors that force people to migrate, such as conflict and 
food insecurity. In East and Horn of Africa, like elsewhere in the world, the 
international response to internal displacement and migration must be informed by a 
solid analysis of the underlying drivers and their linkages.

Nonetheless, migration is a sign of people’s will to overcome adversity and to live a 
better life. Globalization, together with advances in communications and 
transportation, has greatly increased the number of people who have the desire and 
the capacity to move to other places.  IOM will continue to work with migrants, 
governments and other partners in the region to ensure migration benefits all. 
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The Parliament of Puntland State of Somalia ratified a new Human 
Trafficking Legislative Framework in November 2017, following 
three years of consultations between IOM, the Puntland Counter 
Trafficking Board (PCTB) and other stakeholders. The 
consultations were supported under a European Union (EU) 
funded project.

It is estimated that nearly 6,000 migrants transit through Puntland 
each year. Data gathered by the Regional Mixed Migration 
Secretariat shows that the Puntland State of Somalia is a transit 
point for mixed migration, including actual and potential victims of 
human trafficking. Trafficking victims include women, children, 
adolescents and men. The majority of the actual and potential 
victims of human trafficking start their journey in the Banadir 
region of Somalia (South Central), with the main destinations being 
Europe (primarily Italy), Yemen, Gulf States (chiefly Saudi Arabia), 
South Africa and Kenya. 

The new human trafficking framework provides coherent and 
consistent internationally recognized laws for prosecutors to use 
for court hearings and verdicts for cases regarding trafficking. The 
legal framework comprises the penal and criminal procedure codes 
and the new Puntland Trafficking in Persons Law.  With the 
enactment of these laws, measures that need to be put in place to 
detect and prevent potential cases of human trafficking can be 
rolled out. These include creating structures to develop policies, 
plans and strategies to prevent, suppress and punish trafficking in 
Persons.

The consultations between the PCTB and IOM started in June 2014, 
when a consensus was reached that existing laws did not meet 
international standards, including the United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organized Crime and the Migrant Smuggling 
Protocol. As a result, the Board decided that the laws needed to be 
reviewed so as to provide a framework to back sustainable and 
effective means to address irregular migration.

Following the PCTB’s decision to review Puntland’s human 
trafficking and smuggling laws, IOM seconded a Human Trafficking 
Legal Expert to Puntland’s Office of the Attorney General to review 
and develop the framework as well as conduct training sessions, 
which were aimed at improving the capability and skills of 
prosecutors, police and immigration officers to adequately detect 
and respond to trafficking cases during their routine duties, and to 
enable prosecutors to implement anti-trafficking legislation in line 
with international standards. 

IN PUNTLAND, RATIFICATION OF A HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

The following information provides a snapshot of some of the activities undertaken by IOM offices in the 
East and Horn of Africa Region
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The ongoing conflict in Yemen, now nearing its third year, has seen 
thousands of Somalis return home. As of November 2017, more 
than 34,000 Somalis have returned from Yemen since the war 
broke out in March 2015. To assist returning Somalis to better 
reintegrate and to promote peaceful coexistence between the 
returnees and their host communities IOM, with funding from the 
United States of America’s Department of State, donated fishing 
equipment and boats to local fishing cooperatives in Mogadishu. 
Three small-size fishing cooperatives comprising 64 members (all 
males) benefitted from this donation. The cooperatives are made 
up of three categories of people with varied vulnerabilities: Somali 
returnees from Yemen, members of host communities and 
internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

On 16 December 2017, representatives from the cooperatives 
attended a handover ceremony in Mogadishu where they received 
fishing equipment consisting of fiberglass boats, outboard motors, 
lifejackets, hooks, fishing traps, tremaro fishing nets, gillnet fishing 
ropes, sinkers, floats, artificial bait, fishing nets, buoys and fishing 
lines. 

Iimaan Maxamed Cabdi, a Somali who recently returned from 
Yemen, noted: “Being part of a fishing cooperative revived my hope 
in continuing the fishing business I had in Yemen. The limited 
resources at our disposal was a great challenge, which is why I am 
so grateful to IOM for this donation, which comes at a time when we 
were in great need.”  

The dire humanitarian situation in Somalia is unrelenting. The 
country continues to face political instability, humanitarian crisis 
and clan conflicts. Due to ongoing conflicts, drought and food 
insecurity, more than one million people have been newly displaced 
in 2017. Monitoring agencies expect the humanitarian situation to 
deteriorate further. About 6.2 million people - half the population – 
are in need of emergency aid, such as food, water and shelter, due 
to unprecedented drought and ongoing conflict.

IOM SUPPORTS SOMALIS FLEEING THE CONFLICT IN
YEMEN

IOM Somalia, 2017

Somali returnees from Yemen 
(March 2015 and November 2017)

total returnees from Yemen 
(March 2015 and November 2017)

November 2017
date when the Human Trafficking 

Legislative Framework was 
ratified 
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In Dadaab, an arid area in Kenya’s northern region and home to one 
of the world’s largest refugee camps, the local community, many of 
them pastoralists, walk long distances to find water for their 
families and animals. Recognizing this IOM, on 19 December 2017, 
handed over a water kiosk in Uthole village, Dertu ward, Dadaab 
sub-county in Garissa County as part of efforts to improve access 
to safe drinking water. Previously the local population had to share 
water points with livestock due to lack of an alternative, raising 
serious health concerns. The Dertu Community Management Team 
(CMT) proposed the construction of the water point as one of IOMs 
Community Assistance Projects. The water kiosk is expected to 
serve an estimated 3,000 people living in the surrounding area. 

To promote sustainability and effective management of water 
resources, IOM, in partnership with the government, organized a 
training on water resource management for 16 members of CMT 
and Water Users Association who will be responsible for managing 
and maintaining the water kiosk. 

Community Assistance projects form part of IOM’s Community 
Revitalisation Programme in refugee host-communities in Garissa 
County, and are funded by the Government of Japan. The 
programme, which started in March 2017, also provides livelihoods 
assistance to 95 vulnerable youths and supports capacity building 
for government officials and community leaders on community 
policing and immigration and border management. 

IN KENYA’S DADAAB, IOM IMPROVE ACCESS TO WATER
FOR REFUGEE HOST COMMUNITIES

On 27 November 2017, stakeholders from the government, civil 
society and private sector discussed the concept of Global 
Compact for Safe and Orderly Migration (GCM). The event was 
organized by the Office of the Ethiopian Federal Attorney General 
with support from IOM.

The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migration, endorsed 
by the UN General Assembly in September 2016, not only outlines a 
set of commitments to address refugee and migration issues but 
also provides concrete plans for how to build on those 
commitments.  The global compact for migration is the first, 
intergovernmental negotiated agreement, prepared under the 
auspices of the United Nations, to cover all dimensions of 
international migration in a holistic and comprehensive manner.

STAKEHOLDERS DISCUSS GLOBAL COMPACT FOR
MIGRATION IN ADDIS ABABA
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IOMs Community Stabilization Project, funded by the European 
Union, ended in December 2017, leaving an inspiring legacy of 
sustainability in the communities served. The project, implemented 
between March 2016 and December 2017, targeted beneficiaries in 
six provinces of Burundi; Rutana, Makamba, Ruyigi, Muyinga, 
Cancuzo and Gitega. Through the project IOM supported the 
economic development of more than 3,650 direct beneficiaries, 
while more than 50,000 people benefitted from social cohesion 
activities.

In the areas targeted, the influx of returnees and displaced persons 
had a major impact on already vulnerable local communities, 
creating tensions due to reduced access to profit-making activities 
and resources, such as land. 

The project helped strengthen social cohesion and stability of 
displaced persons, returnees and vulnerable host communities 
through peaceful integration initiatives designed to facilitate 
coexistence. It also provided vocational and financial training, 
income-generating activities as well as education and basic health 
care for women, children and adolescents. 

To reinforce economic stability, the project facilitated the creation 
of inclusive, local associations comprised of IDPs, returnees and 
members of the host community. At the end of the project, 146 
associations had been supported with 175 projects. This practice 
has led to the development of a culture of saving and financial 
awareness, while affording vital economic opportunities to 
Burundians in need.

The health component of the project allowed IOM to subsidize 
health care cards for targeted beneficiaries, while raising 
awareness on issues such as transmission of malaria and sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

EU-FUNDED COMMUNITY STABILISATION PROJECT
BENEFITS OVER 3,600 PEOPLE
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IOM, MINISTRY OF HEALTH LAUNCH MOBILE PATROL TO
ASSIST MIGRANTS 

The Ministry of Health of Djibouti, in collaboration with IOM, 
launched a mobile patrol project on 12 December 2017 to assist 
migrants in all five regions of the country.

The mobile patrols will help to provide medical screenings and 
treatment for stranded migrants along the migratory route. The 
project is part of the Better Migration Management programme 
funded by the European Union and the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, and the Addressing 
Mixed Migration flows in Eastern Africa project funded by the 
European Union and Expertise France.

More than 300 migrants transit Djibouti every day many of them 
from the Horn of Africa. They continue to cross Djibouti to Yemen 
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and other countries in the Gulf due to limited economic 
opportunities, instability and environmental degradation back 
home.

The mobile patrol will operate twice a week from December 2017. 
Doctors and nurses from the Ministry of Health and IOM medical 
team will provide medical treatment and water to migrants on the 
road who are mostly suffering from dehydration. Those who 
present serious conditions or have critical medical conditions will 
be referred to a local hospital where they will receive medical care.

IOM Djibouti provides assistance to vulnerable migrants who come 
from Yemen or travel to Yemen via Djibouti in various regions in 
Djibouti. In Obock, migrants seeking assistance come to IOMs 
Migration Response Centre and are provided with food, water and 
medical treatment.

Only weeks after the crisis erupted in June 2016, access to Baggari 
– an hour’s drive from Wau town – was restricted. Displaced people 
and host communities were cut off from both relief aid and 
markets. In the months that followed frequent insecurity forced 
many people to flee to harder to reach areas, deeper into the bush.  
Consequently, those living in the Greater Baggari, an area south of 
Wau town have not had regular access to humanitarian aid since 
late 2016.  In August 2017 IOM began providing regular 
humanitarian aid, including primary health care, to the area.  

As part of a multi-agency effort, access to the area was regained in 
August 2017 and IOM distributed shelter and relief items. Although 
access continued to be difficult in the weeks that followed, IOM and 
other relief agencies have had consistent access to the area since 
October.

Due to restricted access and constraints on livelihoods, food 
insecurity and malnutrition in Baggari are among the highest in 
South Sudan. In response to dire health needs, IOM opened a clinic 
in Farajallah, Greater Baggari, on 11 December and hired five people 
from the community to operate it. IOM’s Wau-based medical team 
visits the clinic once a week to refill supplies and vaccines, maintain 
the cold chain and provide capacity-building and technical 
expertise.

Since December 2017, the clinic has conducted over 970 
consultations and seen an increase in the number of consultations 
as information of the clinic’s presence reaches communities living 
in remote areas.

In addition to health and shelter assistance, IOM conducted a four-
day water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) intervention in 
November last year to repair boreholes, conduct hygiene 
promotion and form water management committees. In the 
coming weeks, IOM will conduct further needs assessments in 
Baggari and continue providing much-needed aid.

IOM OPENS A HEALTH CLINIC IN PREVIOUSLY INACCESSIBLE
AREA
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A health officer attends to a mother and her 
child at the Baggari clinic in South Sudan
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The US Agency for International Development (USAID) and IOM 
have launched a large-scale project to provide equitable access to 
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services for people affected 
by the crisis in South Sudan while strengthening prevention of 
gender-based violence (GBV).

According to the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview, nearly 90 
percent of South Sudan’s population have no access to sanitation. 
WASH-related diseases, such as cholera, are widespread and often 
linked to limited infrastructure and access to health care, 
population displacement, food insecurity, and poor hygiene 
practices.

In South Sudan, years of conflict have increased the vulnerability of 
women and girls to Gender Based Violence. Many of these abuses 
occur during activities such as fetching water and firewood. 
Women and girls in South Sudan are typically responsible for 
collecting water for their families. When forced to walk long 
distances to access functioning boreholes, they are often put at 
great risk of GBV. Improving the quality and management of 
boreholes and drilling new ones to increase proximity to 
communities can greatly enhance the safety of women and 
children. In displacement settings, the risk of GBV is exacerbated 
by overcrowding, lack of lighting and poorly designed sanitation 
facilities.  

The USAID funded programme aims to address livelihoods by 
working directly with communities to improve access, change 
behavior, and increase the well-being of the targeted populations. 

IOM teams have already deployed to Mayom and Kapoeta to assess 
needs and opportunities for integrated WASH and GBV prevention 
responses. In North, South, and East Kapoeta counties – which saw 
more than 3,000 cases of cholera in 2017 – IOM identified more 
than 40 locations for WASH programmes that can mitigate future 
outbreaks of diseases and provide opportunities to partner with 
local non-governmental organizations to promote continuity of 
WASH services and prevention of GBV.

IOM, USAID IMPROVE ACCESS TO WATER AND SANITATION

number of locations identified by 
IOM for WASH programmes in 
North, South and East Kapoeta 

Counties

reported cases of cholera in 
North, South and East Kapoeta 

Counties (2017)

Population living in displacement 
sites in Wau town (IOM, December 

2017)

COUNTRIES IN EAST AND HORN OF AFRICA JOIN THE 
WORLD IN MARKING MIGRANTS DAY, GLOBAL FILM FESTIVAL

Countries in East and Horn of Africa joined the international 
community in marking International Migrants Day on December 18 
2087. IOM marked the International Migrants Day with a series of 
worldwide events including film screenings and debates on 
migration. 

In Kenya, approximately 6,000 migrants and refugees, together 
with 500 students, migration experts, film makers, Government 
officials, and members of the public attended five major film 
screenings and public debates. The events were held in Nairobi and 
Kakuma/Kalobeyei Refugee Camp. The field screenings were held 

number of people who attended 
the Global Film festival in Kenya
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number of people who attended 
the Global Film festival in 

Hargeisa and Borama districts 
(Somaliland)

in partnership with the Government of Kenya, FilmAid, the United 
Nations Information Centre (UNIC), Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the Regional Mixed 
Migration Secretariat.

In Somaliland, IOM organized the screening of ‘Wallah Je Te Jure,’ a 
documentary directed by Marcelo Merletto. The screenings were 
shown in Hargeisa and Borama towns.  The film tells the stories of 
men and women travelling along West African migration routes to 
Italy. Senegal's rural villages, Niger's bus stations and "ghettos" full 
of traffickers, Italian squares and houses are the backdrops of these 
courageous trips, which often end in tragedy. No matter the cost, 
the goal to reach Europe will be achieved, "Wallah." But there are 
those who, tired from the journey, turn back home. 

Some 400-people watched the films in both Hargeisa and Borama. 
In Hargeisa, participants, comprising mainly the youth, engaged in 
a panel discussion highlighting opportunities for youth in 
Somaliland, and enjoyed cultural performances. 

Whilst in Uganda International Migrants Day was marked by a lively 
band-led procession in the capital Kampala, and a performance 
from FAARU, a refugees’ artistes group.




