
 
 
 
 

This report is produced by the UN Resident Coordinator Office in Mozambique covering the period from 22 October – 08 November 
2020. 

MOZAMBIQUE’S HIGHLIGHTS 

• As of 08 November, there were 13,768 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Mozambique;  

• According to the Ministry of Health (MISAU) between 26 
October – 01 November there were: 
o 43.2 cases per 100,000 inhabitants in Mozambique; 
o 1,002 positive test results (11% positivity test rate); 
o 740 people recovered from COVID-19; 
o 7 deaths from COVID-19; and 

• The majority of active cases are in Maputo City accounting 
for 74% of the total number of active cases in Mozambique;  

• The results of the 9th epidemiology survey conducted in 
Matola City indicates 3.56% of the population of the city have 
COVID-19 antibodies. The worst affected group were adults 
between 35 – 59 with 4.5% presenting with antibodies; and 

• On 29 October, H.E. President Nyusi addressed the nation 
and outlined further easing of restrictions introduced to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 including: 
o Resumption of 7th grade on the 2nd of November;  
o Resumption of national championships without spectators; 

and 
o Resumption of tourist visas being issued. Travelers 

entering with a negative PCR test conducted within the 
previous 72 hours will no longer have to quarantine for 14 
days.  

 
 
 

 

 

MOZAMBIQUE SUMMARY 

• 13,768 confirmed cases  

• 2,060 active cases 

• 11,605 recovered 

• 99 confirmed deaths 

• 13,464 local transmission, 304 imported  

GLOBAL SUMMARY 

• 50,275,755 confirmed cases 

• 13,465,493 active cases 

• 35,553,738 recovered 

• 1,256,524 confirmed deaths 
 

AFRICAN REGION SUMMARY 

• 1,870,348 confirmed cases 

• 248,286 active cases 

• 1,557,213 recovered 

• 44,849 deaths 

COVID-19 risk by province 
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UN COVID-19 RESPONSE IN MOZAMBIQUE 

  

HEALTH 

539 PCR kits provided to INS 
enabling 26,400 tests for SARS-COV-

2 

• Support MISAU in the production and dissemination of daily bulletins and weekly 
sitreps on COVID-19 and update dashboards at national and provincial level (Cabo 
Delgado and Sofala provinces) (WHO);  

• Support MISAU in training for Points of Entry (PoE) staff on infection prevention and 
control. Between 13-15 October, training for 15 PoE managers of Maputo City and 
Government staff involved in PoE operations with focus on Port and Airport occurred. 
Similar training occurred for 20 PoE managers and Government staff in Nampula 
between 26-28 October (WHO, IOM); 

• Procure and provide 539 PCR kits to the National Health Institute (INS) to enable 
26,400 tests for SARS-COV-2 (WHO); 

• Support provided to the Provincial Directorate of Health (DPS) to conduct contact 
tracing and community surveillance for COVID-19. In October, 808 cases were 
tracked and tested, and 85 positive cases recorded for follow-up (UNFPA); 

• In collaboration with MISAU, including the Department of Infrastructure and Biosafety 
department, INS, and Provincial Health Directorates, strengthening of laboratory 
capacity for decentralized COVID-19 testing continued with the rehabilitation of 2 
laboratories in Nampula and Zambézia (UNDP); and  

• A progress meeting with the Director of Maratane Health Center, which is located at 
the Maratane Refugee Settlement, benefiting both refugees and local communities, 
took place to discuss the next steps towards the completion of the COVID-19 Isolation 
Center in the health center (UNHCR). 

 

 WASH 

Construction of permanent hand 
washing facilities in 3 

markets 

• Support provided to companies involved in the Resilient Market construction including 
clear guidance on COVID-19 measures on-site in addition to the construction of 
permanent hand washing facilities with rainwater harvesting to ensure sustainable 
availability of handwashing at entrances of 3 markets in Sofala (UNDP). 

 

EDUCATION 

Celebration of World Teachers’ 
Day  

• Support provided to Mozambique’s National Organisation of Teachers on the 
celebration of World Teachers’ Day under the theme “Teachers: leading crisis, 
reinventing the future” (UNESCO); and  

• In coordination with local health authorities, support provided for the 3rd and final cycle 
of take-home rations distributions to 133,690 beneficiaries in Tete province. The 
second cycle of take-home rations distributions to 104,100 beneficiaries started on 
23 October in Nampula province (WFP).  

 

PROTECTION  

COVID-19 social protection 
programme of unconditional cash 

transfers 

• Support provided to MCGAS and INAS to commence the COVID-19 social protection 
programme aimed at supporting urban and peri-urban families through unconditional 
cash transfers. Some 85,441 households in Tete and Zambezia will receive MZN 
1,500 (USD $21) per month for the period of 6 months (UNICEF, WFP); and 

• Following the arrival of over 10,000 displaced individuals in Pemba, support provided 
for psychosocial support and distribution of 420 dignity kits to women and girls 
(UNFPA). 

  

MASKS 

Over 10,000 masks distributed to 

vulnerable groups, young women and 
girls, persons with disabilities, lactating 
mothers, Community Health Workers 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 

• 8,705 masks produced by persons with disabilities that have been trained and 
supported by the project for mask production. (UNICEF);  

• 500 masks were distributed to MCGAS, by the protection cluster counterpart in 
Metuge to prevent the spread of COVID-19 (UNHCR);  

• As part of World Breastfeeding Week, 200 masks, 1 alcohol dispenser and 20 bottle 
of alcohol gel were delivered to the central ceremony in Manica (UNICEF); and 

• Support provided to the acquisition and distribution of COVID-19 prevention materials 
including 1,502 masks, 2,604 bars of soap, 346 buckets with taps and 200 bottles of 
alcohol gel for Community Health Workers and volunteers attending Integrated 
Nutrition Package training (UNICEF). 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Over 12 million people reached 

with COVID-19 messaging 

• 12 million people reach by Radio Mozambique and 111 community radios through 
weekly radio programmes (UNICEF); 

• Support an ongoing campaign through print and visual communications to sensitize 
citizens on COVID-19 prevention through Portuguese, Emakhuwa, Sena and Ronga 
and broadcast through national TV and radio (UNDP); 

• Awareness raising activities including the conduction of 13 radio debates conducted 
in Pemba and Metuge on COVID-19 prevention with IDP families, TV sports on 
COVID-19 prevention and risk mitigation at water points (UNICEF); and 

• In partnership with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, a debate dedicated to 
museums took place on Radio Mozambique to raise awareness of the impact of 
COVID-19 on the arts and museum sector and promote a ResiliArt Museums debate 
(UNESCO). 

 

 MONITORING 

93% of resettlement sites in 

central Mozmabique have COVID-19 
PPE available 

• According to round 11 of the COVID-19 Preparedness Assessment in Resettlement 
Sites, 93% of resettlement sites in the central region of Mozambique have COVID-19 
PPE available and 99% of sites have taken actions on COVID-19 prevention and 
control (IOM). 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

Analysis suggests very large 
impact of pandemic in 
informal sector in Maputo 

• In collaboration with MEF, the baseline survey to assess the socioeconomic impact 
of COVID-19 in the informal sector in Maputo was undertaken. The analysis indicates 
a very large impact of the pandemic in the sector, including that informal sector 
workers are having to resort to use their savings, sell household assets and reduce 
meals and food intake to respond to the crisis (UNDP);  

• Support provided to MISAU in the conduction of Intra Action Review on 5 thematic 
COIVD-19 technical working groups to document lessons learnt and identify gaps and 
challenges to improve the response (WHO); 

• Support provided to MISAU on the re-assessment of the reediness in Maputo 
International Airport for international passenger movement (WHO);  

• Support the Provincial Social Welfare Service (SPAS) and DPS on risk 
communication and community engagement plan development for Maputo Province 
(WHO); 

• Support SPAS/DPS on the Community Action Plan for Health in the context of 
COVID-19 development for Cabo Delgado province (WHO); and 

• Support MISAU in the preparation of training plans for better coordination and 
implementation of prevention strategies for COVID-19, as well as re-assessment of 
the readiness strategy for the entry points of all provinces and Maputo City (UNHCR). 

  

TRAINING 

Over 350 Community Health 
Workers trained in IPC for COVID-

19 and continuity of services in Cabo 
Delgado  

• Supported capacity building session on COVID-19 prevention community leaders and 
partner organizations; sensibilization campaigns door to door for the use of masks 
and handwashing with soap or ash; handing-over of masks and handwashing spots 
to beneficiaries and field staff (UNDP);  

• In coordination with MISAU, 18 journalists trained on effective health and nutrition 
communication and COVID-19 prevention (UNICEF); and 

• Support provided in training 354 Community Health Workers in infection prevention 
and control (IPC) for COVID-19 and continuity of services in 14 districts of Cabo 
Delgado province (UNICEF); 

  

LOGISTICS 

• The final two UNHAS flights for humanitarian personnel between Maputo and 
Johannesburg, South Africa to take place on the 13th and 15th October (WFP). 

 

 

https://displacement.iom.int/reports/mozambique-–-covid-19-preparedness-assessment-resettlement-sites-report-11-september-2020?close=true
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UN GLOBAL THINK PIECES ON COVID-19 IMPACT AND RESPONSE  

• Health: News Release by WHO on The best time to prevent the next pandemic is now: countries join voices for better 
emergency preparedness; WHO Press conference on COIVD-19 Very tough months ahead in COVID battle;  Press 
release by UNICEF ahead of World Handwashing Day Lack of handwashing with soap puts millions at increased risk 
to COVID-19 and other infectious disease; and WHO survey indicates COVID-19 halting crucial mental health services 
in Africa.  

• Social protection: ILO working paper on Financing gaps in social protection;  ILO Press Release on Fundamental 
rights at work can help to build back better from COVID-19; and ILO Op-ED on Universal social protection floors are 
our joint responsibility.     

• Food and nutrition: FAO launch Statistical Yearbook offering trove of data on food and agriculture. 

• Education: Statement by UNICEF, UNESCO, ILO and Education International on World Teachers’ Day Teacher: 
Leading in crisis, reimagining the future.  

• Children and Youth: Press release by UNICEF revealing 1 in 6 children lives in extreme poverty, World Bank – 
UNICEF analysis shows; and UNICEF article on protecting families from the economic impact of COVID-19.   

• Gender: Press release by UNFPA about UNHCR Special Envoy Angelina Jolie leads UN, U.S. Congressional 
leadership calling for prevention and prosecution of gender-based violence amid the COVID-19 pandemic; UNFPA 
news release on The future we want for women and girls; and Op-ED by UNFPA Resident Representative in 
Mozambique on crises and contraception.  

• Economy: Joint statement by ILO, FAO, IFAD and WHO on the impact of COVID-19 on people’s livelihoods, their 
health and our food systems.   

• Tourism: UNWTO holds 6th meeting of the UNWTO Global Tourism Crisis Committee Coordination, vital ingredient for 
recovery.    

NOTE OF GRATITUDE AND APRECIATION FOR THE UN’S PARTNERS 
The United Nations would like to express its gratitude and appreciation for the trust and recognition demonstrated by 
partners. The achievements presented in this situation report were made possible through the support that the UN in 
Mozambique received from international partners. This list, presented in alphabetical order, showcases those who have 
made this UN work possible. If you have made a contribution and you are not in this list, kindly contact 
aoife.kenna@one.un.org  to be included. Apologies in advance and thank you for your understanding. 

• Adaptation Fund; 

• ADB; 

• AfDB; 

• AFESD; 

• African Union; 

• ASTF; 

• Austria (ADA) 

• Azerbaijan; 

• BADEA; 

• Belgium (ENABEL, 
BFFS, FLA); 

• BMG; 

• Brazil; 

• Canada (GAC); 

• CIF; 

• Essex University; 

• European Union 
(Delegation, EBDR; 
ECHO; EEAS; EIB); 

• Finland; 

• France (AFD, 
FFEM); 

• GAVI; 

• GCF; 

• GEF; 

• Germany (AA, 
BMUB, GIZ); 

• GGGI; 

• The Global Fund; 

• IBRD; 

• Iceland; 

• IDA; 

• IDB; 

• IDF; 

• IFC: 

• Ireland (Irish Aid); 

• Italy; 

• Japan; 

• Korea (KOICA, 
Kimchi Fund); 

• Malala Fund; 

• Mojang; 

• Netherlands; 

• New Zealand; 

• Norway (NORAD); 

• OSISA; 

• OFID; 

• Packard Foundation; 

• Portugal; 

• Russian Federation; 

• SADC; 

• Saudi Arabia; 

• Spain (AECID, 
FONPRODE; Madrid 
Council); 

• Sweden (SIDA); 

• Switzerland (SDC); 

• Tomtom; 

• UAE (Dubai Cares); 

• UK (UK Aid); 

• UN (CERF, DRT-
Fund, IAEA, RMNCH 
TF, UNF, UNFIP); 

• USA (CDC, FFP, 
OFDA, USAID, 
USPRM); and 

• World Bank

 

For further information, please contact:  
 

Aoife Kenna, UN Mozambique Associate Research Officer, aoife.kenna@one.un.org, +258 852930963 
Carlos Dinis, UNRCO Mozambique Team Leader, carlos.dinis@one.un.org, +351 925613607 
 

 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: aoife.kenna@one.un.org  
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