
 
 
 
 

 

This report is produced by the UN Resident Coordinator Office in Mozambique. It covers the period from 24 April to 11 May 2020. 

MOZAMBIQUE’S HIGHLIGHTS 

• On 29 April, H.E. President Nyusi addressed the nation and 
announced the extension of the State of Emergency until 30 May 
2020. The State of Emergency came into force on 1st April; 

• Currently, there are 103 cumulative confirmed cases of the disease 
caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) in the country. The first case 
was confirmed on 22 March 2020;  

• The GoM is planning a need for approx. US$700 million to face the 
health crisis, its socio-economic consequences and immediate 
budget contingencies; 

• For the Health part alone, the Ministry of Health foresees in its 
COVID-19 Response Plan an updated budget of approx. US$260 
million for a period of six months. So far, partners have pledged 
US$73 million in support to the health sector plan. Top urgent 
actions that need more resources: procuring supplies; strengthening 
preparedness; and social mobilization; 

• On 7 May, the updated COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response 
Plan (GHRP) was launched with a US$ 6.7 billion appeal to protect 
millions of lives and stem the spread of coronavirus; 

• Mozambique is part of the updated COVID-19 GHRP with an appeal 
of US$68 million, of which US$16 million are for the health sector and 
US$52 million for non-health sectors. The Emergency Appeal aims at addressing immediate life-saving and life-
sustaining humanitarian and protection needs, prioritizing those who have already been affected by consecutive 
shocks and are most at-risk during the pandemic.  

• The UN Mozambique finalized two plans to guide action and for resource mobilization: 1) COVID-19 Humanitarian 
Emergency Appeal, under the COVID-19 GHRP; and 2) a ONE UN Multi-sectoral Support Plan for the immediate and 
medium-term COVID-19 response. The plan includes US$22.7 million in support to the health sector. 
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GOVERNMENT OF MOZAMBIQUE’S RESPONSE   

The State of Emergency has come into force on 1st April for a period of 30 days and, on 29 April, it was extended by H.E. 
President Nyusi until 30 May 2020 (Presidential Decree No.12/2020) to avoid possible pressure on the country’s health 
system. The new Sate Emergency counter-measures include the possibility of “adopting the cordon sanitaire” in specific 
regions of the country and expand the list of essential services amongst other measures. 

The Mozambican Police (Polícia da República de Moçambique - PRM) announced that 899 people were detained for the 
crime of disobedience to the measures in place during the current State of Emergency, as of 7 May. The Assembly of the 
Republic announced it will resume its plenary sessions on 13 May, after halting their sessions on 16 April, due to COVID-
19 mitigation measures. H.E. President Nyusi has requested the involvement of higher education institutions in the efforts 
to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic health and socio-economic impacts. 

The Ministry of Health announced the intention to decentralize testing for COVID-19 that is currently only carried out in 
the capital. The Ministry of Health, with IOM support, continues its surveillance activities and raising awareness of 
Mozambican migrant workers who recently returned from South Africa to southern provinces through its network of 
community health workers and workers associations. Thus far, community health workers called over 3,000 migrants, and 
spoke with family members of each migrant, inquiring on the health of over 17,000 relatives. 
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The National Institute for Refugees’ Assistance (INAR) stated that despite the decrease of new arrivals due to restrictions 
of movement imposed in neighboring countries related to COVID-19, Mozambique has continued to receive asylum 
seekers. In Maratane refugee settlement, 14 new arrivals completed the mandatory quarantine period upon arriving in 
Mozambique without manifesting any COVID-19 symptoms and joined the community living in the camp. 

UN COVID-19 RESPONSE IN MOZAMBIQUE  

WHO is working hand in hand with the Ministry of Health and is leading the COVID-19 international health partners’ 
group. Together with USAID, UNICEF is co-leading the Health Procurement Technical Working Group of the COVID-19 
Emergency Committee at the Ministry of Health. The Group has developed a procurement tracker for partners to monitor 
and coordinate COVID-19 related supply/equipment procurement.  

UNDP and UNICEF are supporting the Government’s move to digitalization during the COVID-19 crisis. Through the 
Responsive Governance to COVID-19 Plan of the Government of Mozambique (GoM), UNDP is supporting connectivity 
for key government officials across the country. UNICEF is supporting different key-line Ministries in ensuring work from 
home modalities will not affect the implementation of continuity education and protection programmes. 

The UN Joint Team on AIDS in Mozambique is reprogramming up to 50 per cent of their 2020 country envelope for 
COVID-19 related activities. Based on the country context, bearing in mind Government priorities, investments by 
partners and counterparts, and co-funding opportunities, the reprogramming of funds will impact activities related to 
community support, engagement and innovation; human rights, gender and equity amongst other areas. UNAIDS 2020 
country envelope recipients include: ILO, UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNODC, UNWOMEN, WFP and WHO. 

As of end-April, UNICEF has received approx. US$ 820,000 for COVID-19 response. UNICEF has supported the GoM in 
creating a national Accountability to Affected Population working group for emergency response within the COVID-19 
Emergency Committee at the Ministry of Health. UNICEF has also supported the GoM in creating general guidelines on 
protection of children in times of COVID-19; and in creating a guide for community-based workers on COVID-19 related 
prevention and mitigation activities, including secondary impacts on prevention and response to violence against women, 
children and people living with disabilities.  

UNFPA has supported 5,608 mentors of the Rapariga Biz Programme with psychosocial support via phone in the 
Provinces of Nampula and Zambezia. As part of the gender-based violence (GBV) mitigation strategies, GBV cluster 
partners are disseminating a PIN code to enable women and girls to denounce any case of intimate partner violence and 
GBV to authorities via SMS. Support is being provided to national implementing partners to produce 20,000 reusable 
cloth masks developed by women in women-friendly spaces in resettlement sites across the Province of Sofala. The 
Minister of Gender, Child and Social Action met members of the Protection Cluster in Pemba, Cabo Delgado. 

IOM DTM in collaboration with the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) conducted a COVID-19 
Preparedness Assessment in the 71 resettlement sites in the central region to inform government and humanitarian 
partners on the preparedness and precautionary measures available. IOM teams provided materials at 20 resettlement 
sites in the Provinces of Sofala and Manica for the set-up of 600 hand washing stations at different locations in the sites. 
At these same sites, IOM health teams conducted awareness raising sessions, respecting social distancing, on COVID-
19 prevention and mitigation measures with approx. 500 community influencers to spread messages to their communities.  

UNHCR is identifying refugees and asylum seekers in the Provinces of Nampula and Maputo with a medical background 
who are willing to participate on the COVID-19 prevention and response plans and activities. UNHCR has started a pilot 
initiative with the support of partners to produce cloth masks at Maratane Refugee settlement as a livelihood’s opportunity 
for both refugees and host community. An initial group of 18 people is expected to produce 5,000 cloth masks weekly. 

FAO produced and shared posters and guidelines on COVID-19 context in Portuguese and local languages as well as 
delivered hygiene kits for work partners and small-holder farmers attending 600 Farmer Field Schools (FFS), reaching 
approx. 15,000 people, in the provinces of Gaza, Manica, Sofala, Tete, Zambézia and Nampula. 

The UN Secretary-general has written to H.E. President Nyusi to request granting of all required clearances for the WFP’s 
Global Humanitarian Air Passenger and Medvac Service to connect Mozambique to other key destinations not served by 
commercial air transport at present for supporting a wide range of organizations, including NGOs, UN agencies, WB and 
Diplomatic/Donor community, by providing air transport services to deploy humanitarian personnel. The UN Resident 
Coordinator (UNRC) and WFP have shared guidelines for potential users of the Aviation Global Passenger Services. 
WFP Logistics remains operational among borders and ports for transportation of essential goods amongst Mozambique, 
Malawi, DRC, Zimbabwe and Zambia. 

WHO and WFP have set up global common service for the procurement and transport of medical supplies. The service is 
accessible to governments, NGOs, UN agencies, WB and Diplomatic/Donor community. It includes three global consortia 
which centralizes the procurement of: a) Diagnostic materials, b) Medical equipment; and c) Personal protective 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdisplacement.iom.int%2Freports%2Fmozambique-%25E2%2580%2593-covid-19-preparedness-assessment-resettlement-sites-april-2020%3Fclose%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7Chelvisney.cardoso%40one.un.org%7C000c2f06a8fc4cdd838408d7f0f22937%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637242795185516585&sdata=VqZruDLdMwXVyIZFIuxTWLN8eRRP6RFyuiCFwI5xJG4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdisplacement.iom.int%2Freports%2Fmozambique-%25E2%2580%2593-covid-19-preparedness-assessment-resettlement-sites-april-2020%3Fclose%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7Chelvisney.cardoso%40one.un.org%7C000c2f06a8fc4cdd838408d7f0f22937%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637242795185516585&sdata=VqZruDLdMwXVyIZFIuxTWLN8eRRP6RFyuiCFwI5xJG4%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1r18nrN1yC2gR_SbuZu2ze0-AAcJUanCW
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equipment. The consortia guarantee top quality standards and cost-effectiveness. The supplies are concentrated in two 
global strategic hubs, one in China and one in Europe. The transport from these hubs through six regional hubs, to 
individual countries, is done by WFP. Orders need to be in line with national response plans and need to be placed by the 
requestor with the global consortia. See at the bottom of this SitRep contact for further information. 

UNESCO is working with community radios in local languages to promote messages on education for health and on 
development of occupational activities in order to contribute to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission. With UNESCO 
support, a proposal to the Global Partnership for Education COVID-19 Accelerated Funding Window was finalized.  

An updated Q&A on COVID-19 has been distributed to 68 community radios to support them in weekly radio programs in 
local languages. UNDP is supporting the Technical Secretariat for Electoral Administration in producing communication 
materials integrating awareness on COVID-19 and civic education in local languages. During the month of April, 23,725 
queries on COVID-19 were answered by counselors of SMS BIZ Platform, which offers youth users the opportunity to 
clarify health questions via text message. A myth buster survey was conducted, and results show 34% of respondents still 
think that coronavirus cannot be transmitted in Mozambique as it is a hot and humid country.  

Under the Rapariga Biz program, UNFPA is adapting safe space mentorship sessions for community radios. The 
community sessions aim at reaching 250,000 girls and young women across the country. UNHCR and the Ministry of 
Health finalized tailored awareness messages on COVID-19 for refugees and asylum seekers. UNAIDS is advocating with 
networks of people living with HIV and key populations to ensure critical HIV prevention, treatment, and care differentiated 
service delivery models and HIV-COVID-19 related information is included in sectoral COVID-19 response plans and 
communications. UN Women is partnering with private sector to capitalize on their advertising and marketing platforms to 
disseminate messages on prevention and on the differentiated way in which COVID-19 affects women and men.  

The African Women Leaders Network in Mozambique met the UNRC and UN Women Representative and agreed to join 
forces to sharing information with communities and support their creativity and initiative to respond to COVID-19  

UN GLOBAL THINK PIECES ON COVID-19 IMPACT AND RESPONSE  

• Health: WHO statement on the third meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee 
regarding the outbreak of coronavirus disease; 
UNSG’s op-ed: A Time to Save the Sick and Rescue the Planet on Climate action; 

• Economy: UNCTAD 10 policy measures to cover maritime transport, customs operations, transit, transparency and 
legal issues, as well as technology to enhance paperless trade processes during COVID-19; 
UNIDO analysis on the economic impact of Coronavirus (updated); 

• Food and nutrition: FAO Director-general opening remarks at the first meeting of the Task-force on the Impact of 
COVID-19 on Food Security and Nutrition in Africa; 
FAO Op-ed on inclusion of rural youth in Sub-Saharan Africa in the COVID-19 response; 

• Education: UNESCO debate with African intellectuals on the world after COVID-19; 

• Children: UNICEF agenda for action to protect the most vulnerable children from harm during the pandemic; 

• Gender: UNSG Op-ed on gender highlighting the threat to women’s rights and freedoms posed by COVID-19; 
UNFPA article on why Africa is resisting better than the rest of the world; 
UN Women and Plan International joint Op-ed: “We cannot allow COVID-19 to reinforce the digital gender divide; 
ITC Executive Director’s Op-ed on gender: A time to stand together and build a more gender-equal tomorrow; 

• People living with HIV/AIDS: UNAIDS document on lessons from HIV prevention for preventing COVID-19; 
UNAIDS document on maintaining and prioritizing HIV prevention services in the time of COVID-19; 

• Human Rights: UNSG Policy Brief on Persons with Disabilities and COVID-19;  

UNSG report on the impact of COVID-19 on older persons; 
UNSG global appeal to address and counter COVID-19 hate speech; 
UNODC publication on Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on trafficking in persons; 

• Migration/Refugees: IOM on Migration Policy in The Age of Immobility; 
UNHCR report on the socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 on refugees; 

• Environment: UNEP’s Op-ed on Faith, COVID-19 and the push for a healthy environment; 
 

• Mozambique: UNU-Wider article calculates lockdown readiness index for Mozambique; and 
UN Mozambique paper on potential socio-economic impact of COVID-19 in Mozambique. 

For further information, please contact:  
 

Helvisney Cardoso, UN Moz Communications, Reporting & Outreach Specialist, helvisney.cardoso@one.un.org, +258 840448997  
Carlos Dinis, UNRCO Moz Team Leader, carlos.dinis@one.un.org, +351 925613607 
 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: helvisney.cardoso@one.un.org  
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