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Key Facts on the 7-magnitude earthquake in Ya’an, Sichuan of China 

 

 A 7-magnitude earthquake hit 
the Lushan County in the city of 
Ya’an, Sichuan Province of 
China, at 08:02 AM on 20 April, 
Saturday, with a depth of about 
13 km.  

 

 The epicenter is calculated to be 
30.3 north and 103.0 east, in 
Longmen Township of Lushan 
County, which is about 116 km 
from Sichuan’s provincial capital, 
Chengdu.  The shock is on the 
same fault as Wenchuan 
earthquake in 2008.  

 

 As of 14.00, 23 April, 3509 
aftershocks are recorded and at 
least 100 aftershocks are 3.0 
magnitudes and above, 
including 4 times from 5.0 to 5.9 
magnitudes, 21 times from 4.0 to 
4.9 magnitudes and 75 times 
from 3.0 to 3.9 magnitudes, the 
highest being 5.4 magnitudes.  

 

 At 11.59 on 21 April, an aftershock of 4.9 magnitude in Lushan County triggered 
a landslide in Longmen township.  

 According to weather broadcast there will be consecutive rains in the coming 
days. Experts are concerned about secondary disasters including intensive 
aftershocks, landslides and mudslides that may worsen the situation.   

 



 

Casualties, damages and loss  

 As of 6 am, 23 April 2013, 193 people are reported dead and 12,211 injured. 25 
are still missing and more than 245,000 people are urgently evacuated. Over 
1.99 million people in a total of 115 counties are affected, according to the Civil 
Affairs Department of Sichuan. 608 thousand local people were relocated. As of 
11.30 23 April, 14 students are reported dead and 42 injured; 9 teachers are 
injured.  

 As of 6 am, 23 April 2013, over 70 thousand local houses collapsed, most of 
which are made of wood and earthen walls. Huge numbers of houses were 
damaged to varying degrees.  

 As of noon 22 April, roads of 3,920 kilometers (2,986 kilometers in Ya’an), 450 
bridges (329 in Ya’an) and 724 communication base stations are damaged. 
Among them, roads of 3,513 kilometers (2,579 kilometers in Ya’an) and 274 
communication base stations are restored. All roads in Baoxing Township are in 
service again.  
 

 As of 21.00, 22 April, power supplies are restored at 179.6 thousand households 
out of the 186.6 households which were cut off power due to the earthquake. 
However, there is still a short supply of milk power, drinking water, drug, tents, 
quilts and food in many affected counties, especially in Tianquan, Baoxing, 
Lushan, Longmen and Shuangshi Counties.   

 As of 22 April, 362 reservoirs, 197 water power stations, embankment of 111.723 
kilometers are damaged.   

 On 21 April, Jinfeng Food Factory in Fengming Township, Renshou County, 
Meishan City experienced an ammonia leak in the evening of 21 April, which led 
to four deaths. It is being investigated whether the leak was caused by the 
earthquake.     

 As of 14.00 21 April, 274 historical relics at 12 museums are damaged, including 
8 pieces of national second class, 41 of national third class and 225 ordinary 
cultural relics. The earthquake also caused damage to 102 historical and cultural 
sites, including 24 at the national level, 61 at the provincial level and 17 at the 
municipal level.  

 

 

 

 



Government Response & Relief  

National Working Teams  

 Premier Li Keqiang arrived at Ya’an at 16:00 on 20 April, to guide earthquake 
relief activities and stressed that the priority of relief work should be saving lives. 
He made clear that the Sichuan provincial government would be fully responsible 
for earthquake relief, with the support from the State Council and other 
government agencies. He left Ya’an for Beijing in the afternoon of 21 April.  

 

 At 9 am of 20 April, a working team arrived in quake affected areas to assist with 
guiding relief work. The team is formed by National Commission for Disaster 
Reduction, MoCA, Ministry of Education, NDRC, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of 
Water Resources, Ministry of Transport, China Earthquake Administration and 
National Health and Family Planning Commission. MoCA carried out loss 
assessment and dispatched unmanned helicopters to monitor the situation and 
collect data.  

 

 

Relief Items and financial support  

 As of morning of 23 April, a total of 80 thousand tents, 100 thousand quilts, 10 
thousand pieces of clothes, 200 privies, 70 thousand pieces of food, 40 thousand 
pieces of water had been allocated to the quake zones by MoCA.  
 

 On 22 April, MoCA decided to provide each homeless quake victim who lacks an 
income with a daily subsidy of 10 yuan and 500 grams of food for six months. 
Relocated people will receive another 230 yuan.  A 5,000 yuan compensation 
fund for relatives of those who lost their lives in the quake is guaranteed.  

 

 As of 5 pm, 22 April, Chendu Military Area Command has dispatched over 19 
thousand soldiers and over 200 helicopters. Food and drugs of 13 tons were 
delivered to the quake zone by helicopters.  

 
 
Public Health  

 As of 15.30 22 April, a total of 11, 220 medical and health personnel were 
providing medical treatment in the quake zone, including 8,990 local staff, 1606 
dispatched by the province and 624 sent by the state and other provinces. 10, 
579 injured people received treatment. Currently there are no significant epidemic 
outbreaks or public health emergencies.   
 

 5, 000 copies of disease prevention brochures and 2, 000 copies of 
psychological counseling brochures were distributed to people in earthquake 
affected areas. An additional 170 thousand copies of posters, brochures and 
publications on health education were sent to Sichuan.   

 
 



Education  

 On 21 April, the Ministry of Education of China decided to allocate 5 million RMB 
to earthquake affected areas to help students and teachers with earthquake 
response and restoring schools and classes.  

 

 In view of frequent aftershocks, all primary and middle schools in Ya’an have 
suspended classes. The expected back-to-school date is 27 April.  

 

Secondary Disasters  

 The Land and Resources Department of Sichuan Province has activated their 
emergency response plan. Over 300 experts are dispatched to the quake zone 
for potential secondary disasters investigation.  

 
 
The spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs remarked on April 21 that in light 
of the inconvenient traffic and telecommunications in the quake zone, foreign rescue 
and medical teams or relief materials were not required at current stage, and that 
requests will be made once needed. 
 
 
UN Response 
 

 On 21 April, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon extended his condolences to 
the Chinese government and people and expressed his deepest sympathies.  
 

 On 22 April, UN RC sent letters to Chinese authorities expressing that United 
Nations stands ready to support the efforts in response to the disaster.  

 


