
UNICEF hands over school in Western 
Equatoria State 
 
One thousand girls and boys now have access to new 

classrooms, thanks to the Government of Japan and 

UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Tetsuko Kuroyanagi, 

who raised funds for construction after a visit in 2013. 

Zereda Nursery and Primary School in Western Equa-

toria State (WES) is now teaching girls and boys from 

the local area and the wider region. UNICEF, in part-

nership with the State Ministry of Education and with 

support from other donors, has built eight new class-

rooms and mobilized and trained 13 new teachers.  

 

Everything from books to blackboards and furniture to 

pens has been provided. The sanitation facilities and 

water points were generously funded by the Govern-

ment of Japan. 

 

“Every child in South Sudan has the right to an educa-

tion. … the authorities in WES have led the way in as-

serting that education is for all, especially girls, and the 

demand for education in the state is at an all-time high. 

UNICEF and its partners will continue to build on this 

fantastic work and help get more children into the 

classroom,” said Ettie Higgins, UNICEF South Sudan 

Deputy Representative, speaking at the event. Higgins 

spoke in the presence of the Governor, the Ambassador 

of Japan, the Minister for Education, local Govern-

ment, NGOs, school children and communities in at-

tendance. 

 

Kiya Masahiko, Ambassador of Japan to South Sudan, 

said, “The new classrooms and water-sanitation facili-

ties represent the goodwill of the people of Japan and 

demonstrate their solidarity with future generations of 

South Sudan. I greatly appreciate the efforts of all those 

who have made this school into reality. It is my hope 

that Japan’s continued cooperation  with South Sudan 

with South Sudan and UNICEF will encourage more  

 

 

 

 

 

 

children to get back to quality learning throughout 

South Sudan.” Tetsuko Kuroyanagi added, “Investing 

in education and in the children of South Sudan is 

the best investment we can make in their future and 

for the country. I am so happy to see that through our 

collective work, up to 1,000 students will have the 

ability to go to school and learn in a clean, safe and 

protective environment.” 

 

The opening of Zereda Nursery and Primary School is 

part of UNICEF’s national campaign to provide chil-

dren out of school the opportunity to attend school 

and resume learning. Education has the largest fund-

ing gap of all UNICEF’s interventions in South Sudan 

with only 48 per cent of funds for 2015 received to 

date. The Government of Japan has generously con-

tributed $9.5 million in 2015 to fund UNICEF pro-

grammes, including education. 

 
UNESCO scales up women literacy in 
NBeG State 
 

On November 20, UNESCO in partnership with the 

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology in 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal State (NBeGS) launched  
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Children dancing at the opening of Zerada Nursery and Primary School in WES.  
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Women celebrating the opening of FAL programme in Aweil, NBeGS.  © UNESCO  

 
three Functional Adult Literacy (FAL) centres in  

Aweil. These community learning centers are ex-

pected to host classes for up to one thousand adult 

students in the next six months.   

 

The program will not only enhance beneficiaries’ lit-

eracy and numeracy skills  but also inspire other com-

munities in South Sudan to embrace learning. The 

women of NBeGS, some of who are pictured above 

celebrating the launch of the FAL program, demon-

strated enthusiasm to learn like primary and post-

primary school going children.  

 

Cultural stereotypes are known to contribute to lim-

ited access to learning opportunities for women and 

girls in South Sudan, but some women in Aweil have 

demonstrated that it is not too late  for them to learn. 

 

The women who will benefit from this program have 

proved that they understand the value of education as 

a long-term solution to poverty. They are committing 

2 to 3 hours a day for five days a week to learning lit-

eracy and numeracy skills. With support from the US 

Government, UNESCO is providing training and 

training material to several literacy centers in South 

Sudan. 

 

FAO and the Government of South Sudan 
triple capacity of livestock cold chain 
 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO), in collaboration with the national 

Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries Industry (MLFI), 

has more than tripled the number of refrigerators and 

freezers for storing veterinary medicines and  vac-

cines. This has contributed to strengthening South  

Sudan’s cold chain system and to helping overcome 

the challenges of providing livestock support in  

hard-to-reach areas of the country.  

 

The ongoing conflict has caused abnormal migrations 

of pastoralists and their livestock, increasing risks of 

disease outbreaks. A functional cold chain system is 

therefore integral in remote areas as cold chain 

equipment – such as refrigerators, freezers and cold 

boxes – keep vaccines viable up until livestock teams 

and community-based animal health workers reach 

targeted cattle camps.  

 

“We have been working hard, together with the Gov-

ernment, to re-establish the cold chain in order to 

deliver vaccines safely and efficiently to all parts of 

the country,” - Serge Tissot, FAO Representative in 

South Sudan. “Vaccinating livestock has been one of 

FAO’s core activities since the onset of the crises and 

we have now put in place 102 solar direct drive refrig-

erators and 16 electrical refrigerators and freezers, 

which more than triples the number of functional 

livestock vaccine refrigerators this year, from 42 to 

160,” he added.  

 

“But more importantly, we have trained techni-

cians to install, repair and manage the equipment. 

And we will continue working with MLFI on this great 

initiative to guarantee healthy livestock and control 

disease outbreaks for the coming years,” he added. 

Over the past two weeks FAO has intensively trained 

over 24 cold chain technicians and livestock officers 

to install and manage the newly donated solar and 

electrical refrigerators in all states and at national 

level. 

Speaking at the closing ceremony of the graduation 

the technicians in Juba, Mathew Gordon, Undersec-

retary of the Ministry of Agriculture, urged the gradu-

ates to apply their newly gained knowledge and main-

tain the cold chain system.  “You are young, you have  

Some participants at a session during the cold chain training. © FAO 
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acquired this knowledge now and you’re going to ac-

quire more, try to apply what you have learned,” he 

said. 

 

New IOM clinic provides critical care for 
displaced in Malakal 
 

IOM South Sudan has officially opened a new prima-

ry health care clinic at the UN Protection of Civilians 

(PoC) site in Malakal, Upper Nile State, where nearly 

48,000 South Sudanese are seeking shelter and pro-

tection. 

 

The clinic provides general health care services for 

approximately 7,200 internally displaced persons 

(IDPs) in Sector 2 of the PoC site. With a five-bed ma-

ternity ward, the clinic also offers reproductive health 

care services, such as antenatal and postnatal care. 

Health staff also provide immunizations against com-

mon diseases and work with community-based health 

promoters to spread health messages throughout the 

site. 

 

With more than 1.66 million people internally dis-

placed across South Sudan, emergency health opera-

tions such as these remain critical as displacement, 

overcrowding, poor hygiene practices, seasonal dis-

ease outbreaks and chronic exposure to violence con-

tinue to increase health risks for IDPs of all ages.  

IOM plans to open a second clinic in Sector 4 in the 

coming weeks to serve the population of IDPs in new-

ly opened sectors of the Malakal PoC. The IOM clinic 

currently operating in PoC 1 will be closed and the 

services relocated to the new clinic in Sector 2, where 

more IDPs are located due to improved living condi-

tions.  

To date in 2015, IOM staff in Malakal have conducted 

more than 46,500 health consultations, vaccinated 

nearly 7,400 children against common diseases and 

facilitated the delivery of 754 babies. The new clinic 

was made possible by support from the Government 

of Japan, USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster As-

sistance and the UN Common Humanitarian Fund. 

OM also offers primary health care services at the UN 

PoC site in Bentiu, Unity State, and for IDPs, return-

ees, refugees and vulnerable host community mem-

bers in Renk, Upper Nile. 

 

US Ambassador visits Ajuong Thok camp 
with UNHCR as flow of Nuba refugees 
continues 
 

The UN Refugee Agency organized a one-day field 

trip on December 08, to Ajuong Thok refugee camp, 

Unity State, for the US Ambassador to South Sudan, 

Molly Phee. This came as a response to the Ambassa-

dor’s request to gain first-hand information about the 

situation of Sudanese refugees fleeing South Kordo-

fan, to appraise the impact of the USA’s aid contribu-

tion on refugees’ living conditions and to show soli-

darity with the refugees. 

 

Canadian Ambassador Nicholas Coghlan, South Su-

dan’s Commissioner for Refugee Affairs Bol John 

Akot and UNHCR Representative in South Sudan Ah-

med Warsame accompanied Ambassador Phee along 

with other donor representatives from the European 

Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

Office (ECHO) and the UK’s Department for Interna-

tional Development (DFID). 

 

During her trip, Ambassador Phee paid a visit to the 

reception centre and met with refugees who have re-

cently arrived from South Kordofan. “It is heartbreak-

ing hearing the stories of mothers and small children 

making the perilous journey from across the border in 

search of safety,” says Phee. “But I am so glad to see 

that UNHCR and its partners are sparing no efforts 

to  address their needs. I have no doubt that our con-

tribution is making a positive impact on the lives of 

these refugees.” 

 

UNHCR established Ajuong Thok camp in March 

2013 to provide sanctuary to refugees fleeing the con-

flict between the Sudanese Armed Forces and the Su-

dan’s People Liberation Movement-North in South 

Kordofan. In nearly three years, the camp has become 

a small rural town with services and facilities for the 

refugees and the host community, including 50 km of  

  

Women welcome the opening of the new clinic in Malakal POC site. © IOM 
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in-camp roads, 315 water points, a primary health 

care centre, three primary schools, a secondary school 

and a computer lab.   

 

The camp population has more than doubled com-

pared to December 2014 due to ongoing fighting and 

violence in the war-torn Nuba Mountains. With a cur-

rent population of nearly 31,000 refugees, the camp is 

being expanded to accommodate up to 40,000 peo-

ple. Refugees who have recently arrived in Ajuong 

Thok have reported that there are many people in 

South Kordofan awaiting the end of the rainy season 

to cross into South Sudan.  

  

“As the camp population continues to grow, there will 

be a need for more shelters, schools, health facilities, 

water stands and toilets,” says Warsame. “We rely on 

our donors to help us meet the basic needs of the ref-

ugees, especially the most vulnerable individuals." 

  

 

UNHCR’s largest donor globally and in South Sudan, 

the US Government has contributed more than $90 

million to UNHCR in 2015 to help protect and assist 

refugees in Africa’s youngest nation. “Without the 

support of our donors, it would have been impossible 

for us to help more than a quarter of a million of refu-

gees who have sought asylum in South Sudan and 

desperately need life-saving assistance and protec-

tion,” says Warsame. “A special thank-you goes to the 

United States for generously providing 80 per cent of 

funds received by UNHCR in South Sudan this year.” 

 

Before returning to Juba, the US Ambassador also 

had the opportunity to meet with the refugee leaders 

to hear the concerns of their community. Food, access 

to higher education and health care remain top prior-

ities for the refugees.  

South Sudan remains a country of asylum for more 

than 265,000 refugees. Ninety per cent are from Su-

dan’s South Kordofan and Blue Niles states and live 

in camps across the northern states of Unity and Up-

per Nile. In coordination with the Government of 

South Sudan and partners, UNHCR assists and pro-

tects refugees and is also part of the multi-agency re-

sponse to internally displaced people, as lead of the 

Protection Cluster. 

 
South Sudan launches master plan for Ne-
glected Tropical Diseases (NTDs)  
 

On December 08, South Sudan took an important 

step in the global fight against Neglected Tropical 

Diseases (NTD) with the launch of a new five Year 

Implementation Plan (2016 – 2020) to control and 

eliminate all  neglected tropical diseases endemic in 

the country.  

 

South Sudan become one of the countries in Africa to 

launch a broad-based strategic plan on combating 

neglected tropical ailments that include kala azar,  

sleeping sickness, soil transmitted helminthes, guinea 

worm, trachoma, onchocerciasis and lymphatic filari-

asis 

 

The master plan provides a road map for South Su-

dan to be free of neglected tropical diseases and relat-

ed morbidity and disabilities by 2020 and recommits 

the government and partners to achieving this goal.    

 

At the launch, the State Minister of Health, Dr Marga-

ret Itto, underlined that ―the fight against NTDs is 

not only fighting diseases, it is about fighting poverty; 

stigmatization; marginalization as well as preventable 

suffering; debilitation; disfigurement and death‖. It is 

hoped that a comprehensive master plan to make 

South Sudan free from neglected tropical diseases will 

inspire all stakeholders to devote greater attention to 

these parasitic ailments affecting poor communities 

in marginalized areas.  

 

Speaking at the event, WHO’s officer in charge Dr 

Allan Mpairwe reiterated, “WHO’s commitment to 

support South Sudan accelerate interventions for the 

control, eradication and elimination of NTDs in line 

with the WHA and AFRO RC resolutions of 2013”, 

adding that the master plan will enable to setup a 

comprehensive package of stakeholders interventions 

as well as implementing effective monitoring evalua-

tive activities for the achievement of elimination of  

target NTDs by 2020. 

US Ambassador Molly Phee talks with a newly arrived refugee from Sudan’s Kordofan 
in Ajuong Thok camp, Unity State. © UNHCR 


