
  
 

 
  

 

CSSF PROGRAMME SUMMARY 

PROGRAMME TITLE:   UK Support to the Afghanistan Peace Process 

HMG Partners  
(LEAD in bold) 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) 

COUNTRY 
AND REGION: 

Afghanistan 

UNIQUE ID: CSSF-02-000006 

DAC Code: 15230 
PROGRAMME DURATION: 3 years  
Start Date: April - 2017 End Date: March - 2020 

IF A NEW PROGRAMME FOR THIS FY, HAVE ANY ELEMENTS DERIVED FROM OLDER 
PROGRAMMES? IF YES, WHICH ONES? :  N/A 

FY 19-20 
BUDGET 
ALLOCATION: 

ODA: £4.5m Non-ODA: £0m 

CONTACT DETAILS JointFundsUnit@fco.gov.uk 

PROJECT/ 
COMPONENT 

LEAD 
DEPT 

IMPLEMENTING 
ORGANISATION 

Implenting 
Partner Type 
 

CONTRACT 
START/END 
DATES 

FY19-20 
BUDGET 
(ODA/Non-
ODA) 

Open Jirga FCO BBC Media Action Commercial October 
2018/November 
2019 

£1.1m / £0 

Afghan Peace 
Leaders: 
Capacity 
Building and 
Exchange 
Programmes 
 

FCO Equality for Peace 
and Democracy 

Commercial April 2019/March 
2020 

£0.6m / £0 

Virtual Seminar 
Series for 
Peace 
Practitioners 
 

FCO FCO/Wilton Park OGD June 2019/March 
2020 

£0.01m / £0 

WHAT SUPPORT IS THE UK PROVIDING? 

Programme activities were due to support peace initiatives under the Afghan High Peace Council 
(HPC) through the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) administered Support to Peace 
and Social Cohesion in Afghanistan (SPSCA). This continued the support that the UK has already 
provided to the High Peace Council through contributions to salary payments. However, this 
concluded in July 2019 after the HPC Executive Secretariat was disbanded and a new Ministry of 
Peace established.   
 
BBC Media Action’s Open Jirga panel television programme to support the debate of issues related to 
peace and elections.   
 
Following a successful pilot in 2018/19, we are funding a project delivered by Equality for Peace and 
Democracy to support peacebuilding at a local level, including building the capacity of women, tribal 
elders, religious leaders and youth groups in 13 provinces. The goal is to create an diverse network of 
apeacebuilders (and women in particular), linking them with counterparts from Sri Lanka to share 
expertise and experience.   
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Building on a CSSF-funded Wilton Park conference on peace in Afghanistan held in Istanbul in 
January, Wilton Park and the Kabul Embassy will deliver a series of virtual seminars for peace 
practitioners, sharing global expertise via Skype.   
 
UK support is made up of £11m of Official Development Assistance (ODA) funding over the 
programme’s life. The primary goal of this funding is to support peacebuilding in Afghanistan; helping 
to reduce conflict will in turn contribute to the UK’s poverty reduction objectives. The programme will 
respond flexibly to developments on intra-Afghan negotiations, and as such funds have been kept in 
reserve.   

WHY IS UK SUPPORT NEEDED? 

The UK is one of the Afghan government’s lead partners on peace and security, and supports the 
creation of incentives for a sustainable, inclusive, political settlement between the Taliban and the 
Afghan government.  
 
The collapse of the Taliban regime in 2001 raised hopes of achieving a democratic and stable 
Afghanistan, and the subsequent 18 years saw a sustained commitment of political, development and 
military assistance. 
 
The cost of armed conflict has steadily increased in Afghanistan.  It is estimated that the ‘costs of 
violence containment’ represented 45% (more than $27 billion) of Afghanistan’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) in 2015. While human displacement accounts for a large portion of these costs, “the 
largest component comes from military expenditure, accounting for 14% of GDP, totalling more than 
US$8.5 billion.” Afghanistan’s militarisation rating by the Global Peace Initiative rose by 28.25% 
between 2008 and 2015.   
 
The UK’s intervention on peace is in direct support of Afghan-led efforts on peace and is at the 
request of the government. A genuine Afghan-owned and Afghan-led peace process is necessary in 
order to bring lasting peace and security to Afghanistan. UK funding to the HPC focused on a) 
building a national consensus to garner support for Afghan-led peace solutions, and b) 
institutionalising and reinforcing Afghan capacities for peace. 
 

WHAT HMG OBJECTIVE AND WHICH SDG’S (IF SPENDING ODA) DOES THIS CONTRIBUTE 
TO? 

NSC Objective 2.2: Push regional actors to create the incentives for a sustainable, inclusive peace 
agreement between the Taliban and the Afghan Government 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 1. No Poverty; 5. Gender Equality; 16. Peace, Justice and 
Strong Institutions.   

WHAT RESULTS DOES THE UK EXPECT TO ACHIEVE? 

This CSSF programme is designed to:  
 

- Increase awareness throughout Afghanistan of the issues related to peace and empower 
citizens to have a say in the future direction of the country; 

- Mainstream women’s role on peace in Afghanistan, both at the local and strategic national 
level; 

- Prepare or build capacity in local communities to implement and negotiate a future political 
settlement with the Taliban and negotiate locally on more immediate issues facing their local 
area; 

- Help build the capacity of peace pracititioners, including government officials, journalists and 
non-governmental organisations; 

- Support future intra-Afghan negotiations with the aim that these lead to a durable political 
settlement between the people of Afghanistan and the Taliban.   

 

 


