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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the period from 
3-8 January 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 15 January. 

Highlights 

 Concerns for acute respiratory infections in 
Compostela Valley and Davao Oriental 
provinces have declined since mid-
December.  

 The risk of floods and landslides due to 
heavy rains persists in typhoon-affected 
areas hampering humanitarian activities.  

 

Situation Overview 
Acute respiratory infections (ARI) remain the most common causes of medical consultations in Compostela Valley 
and Davao Oriental provinces where the majority of the Typhoon Bopha-affected communities are located, 
according to the Health Cluster. This is attributed to exposure to extreme conditions, crowded living facilities and 
reduced immunity, increasing susceptibility to communicable diseases.  

The number of those seeking consultations are on an overall declining trend since mid-December partly due to the 
number of medical consultations carried out and regularity of health facility reporting. During 2-8 January, 2,115 
consultations for ARI were reported in Davao region compared to 3,448 consultations reported in the week of 26 
December to 1 January. This is based on data from the Surveillance in Post Extreme Emergencies and Disasters 
(SPEED) system reports from Compostela, Monkayo, Montevista, and New Bataan municipalities in Compostela 
Valley; and Baganga, Boston, and Cateel municipalities in Davao Oriental. 

Equally, the number of acute watery diarrhea consultations reported during 2-8 January has reduced from previous 
weeks in Davao region. The 369 consultations reported during the same week were much lower compared to 854, 
601, and 422 in the three preceding weeks. The declining trend has particularly been observed in Compostela 
Valley. The reduction may be due to a decrease in the number of reporting health facilities and improved conditions 
due to humanitarian assistance. The number of cases in Davao Oriental is still fluctuating, partly due to the number 
of reporting health facilities, particularly in Baganga. Generally, the Department of Health (DOH) with support from 
the Health Cluster partners continue to augment medicines, medical services, and other needs in these areas.  

Damaged, non-functional health facilities in the affected areas continue to hamper health services especially on 
reproductive health. Updated figures from DOH show that out of the 112 Barangay health stations (BHS), 54 
sustained structural damage in varying degrees. In Compostela Valley, out of 257 BHS, 92 were damaged while all 
the four government hospitals sustained partial damage (DOH Health Emergency Alert Reporting System Report of 
8 January).   

The heavy rains that have been pounding eastern Mindanao continue to impede access to people in need of 
assistance and humanitarian activities. In the weather advisory issued on 8 January, the Philippines Atmospheric, 
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Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) warned that weather systems bring moderate to 
heavy rains and thunderstorms especially in eastern Mindanao (Bislig City in Surigao del Sur province and nearby 
cities) and may trigger flashfloods and landslides. On 7 January, a bridge along Trento to Bislig was damaged due 
to the rains, forcing a detour via San Francisco in Surigao del Norte province. This adds 1-2 hours to the journey to 
reach Bislig from Davao City via Trento.  

Humanitarian Response 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

 According to the Disaster Response Operations Monitoring and Information Center, the 66 remaining 
evacuation centres are housing 1,798 families/8,958 individuals in Davao region. 

 98 families/490 individuals displaced for a second time due to flood threats on 2 January from Purok 7 to Purok 
6 in Barangay Andap, New Bataan, urgently need assistance. 

 Profiling of affected people is still ongoing. 

Response: 

 The cluster is assessing and monitoring displaced population and movement on a daily basis in towns with 
existing evacuation sites to communicate needs and gaps to service providers. The Displacement Tracking 
Matrix is issued weekly to stakeholders. 

 The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) is expediting the registration of affected people. 

 More than 1,000 DSWD Family Access Cards (DAFAC) have already been encoded. Data will be available to 
partners on the CCCM website (http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/clusters/camp-coordination-
management). Encoding of the remaining DAFAC continues. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Figure of the displaced in Compostela Valley remains high. Most of these families are not able to return to their 
communities due to totally destroyed houses. Some of the families were also repeatedly displaced due to 
continuous heavy rains the past week. 

 54 tents for the displaced in New Bataan are put up too close to each other and without proper drainage system. 

 Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 In the recent guidance, DSWD reiterated that debris clearing and clean-up are an immediate concern and an 
enabler for other clusters to provide services to the affected people. 

Response: 

 Debris clearing and clean-up started in Boston using the cash-for-work scheme while clearing also started in 
three priority schools in Compostela.   

 Another cash-for-work scheme has cleared debris from the Languan-Nawasa-Buluan creek traversing through 
New Bataan. This will ensure that water coming from the main river will not spill into the town during the rainy 
days. The public market was also cleared. 

 Key local government officials in Boston, Cateel and Baganga were trained on geo-hazard mapping and the 
establishment of comprehensive land use plans in an effort to support the provincial Local Government Units to 
begin to lead immediate rehabilitation and rebuilding process. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Logistical challenges constrain access to remote barangays in Baganga, Cateel and Boston hampering 
response to communities of mostly indigenous people. 

 Heavy equipment (dump trucks, back hoes and pay loaders) are much needed to augment the local resources 
to clear debris.    

 Education 

Needs: 

 2,282 education workers need psychosocial support. 

 282 tents or temporary leaning structures are still needed for temporary learning spaces to accommodate at 
least 135,842 learners aside from 91 tents installed so far in Davao and Caraga regions. 
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 135,842 sets of instructional materials are needed for the teachers. 

 1,444 partially damaged classrooms and 1,120 totally damaged classrooms need 
rehabilitation and reconstruction respectively. 

Response: 

 The Department of Education provided 2,376 learners’ kits to affected school children 
in Caraga region while 36,877 sets of learner kits composed of 1 notebook, 1 pencil and 1 plastic envelope were 
distributed in Davao. 

 The provincial government of Davao Oriental is providing 25,000 sets of feeding equipment to affected school 
children in the supplemental feeding programme initiated by Food Cluster partners.  

 A telecommunications company in Davao region is providing 7,193 sets of learners’ kits, 29 sets of teachers’ 
kits and 8 tents to affected schools in Baganga and Boston as well as Monkayo. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There are not enough psychosocial support service providers to adequately reach education workers and 
school children. 

 Erratic weather conditions are affecting the mobility of service provision. 

 Adequate planning is needed to ensure integration of WASH, Shelter, Nutrition and Health concerns in 
responding to emergency education needs of affected schools, learners and education workers.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 The Food Security Cluster agreed with the Government to target 400,000 people in need of food assistance in 
Compostela Valley, Davao Oriental, Agusan del Sur, Surigao del Sur and Lanao del Sur provinces. 

Response: 

 As of 7 January, over 900,000 family food packs were delivered to approximately 230,000 families in the four 
most affected provinces. 

 General food distribution has commenced in five typhoon-affected municipalities in Lanao del Sur, reaching 
approximately 20,000 people. 

 25 Food-for-work (FFW) projects are ongoing in four of the five worst affected municipalities (New Bataan, 
Montevista, Compostela, and Monkayo) in Compostela Valley. These projects are needs-driven and are initiated 
by the provincial and municipal governments with assistance from the Food Security Cluster. FFW is set for 
expansion and generation of additional proposals is ongoing in the four affected provinces. 

 Cash-for-work activities, identified by the provincial and municipal governments, are currently being reviewed for 
implementation when markets are operational. 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Supporting local health officials on implementation of Minimum Initial Service Package on Reproductive health 
(including Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health) is highly required. 

 Among the badly affected groups are hospital and rural health unit staff, leaving the vulnerable population 
among the affected communities in dire need of providers of specialized health care and medicines.  

 In particular, there is an urgent need for provision of pre-natal, post-natal check-up and supply of dignity kits for 
pregnant and lactating women, with special consideration for teenage mothers in affected communities. 

 The threat of acute watery diarrhea remains in the typhoon-affected areas. 

Response: 

 DOH continues to augment medicines, medical services, and other needs. Composite teams rendering medical, 
mental health and psychosocial support, WASH, and Nutrition services were deployed to affected areas in 
Davao Oriental while similar teams went to Compostela Valley. 

 Reports of suspected measles, acute watery diarrhea and suspected leptospirosis continue to be verified by the 
DOH. 

 Mass immunization for measles targeting children continues in affected municipalities in both Compostela Valley 
and Davao Oriental.  

 The Health Cluster supported disease surveillance in Baganga, Boston, and Cateel by orienting local health 
staff and NGO partners on the use of the SPEED system. Telecommunications kit has also been provided to 
facilitate submission of reports.  

36,877 
learners kits 
distributed  
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 The Philippines Red Cross continues to provide health services to patients through its Emergency Health 
Station, mobile clinics, mobile x-ray, health education sessions, and ambulance services in Baganga, among 
other areas. The SPEED system is also being rolled out in Baganga. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Persistence of extreme weather has further affected access to health services. 

 Telecommunications and accessibility issues continue to hamper disease surveillance. 

 Damaged, nonfunctional health facilities with typhoon-affected health workers continue to hamper health service 
delivery, especially on reproductive health. 

 Many groups conducting mobile medical clinics do not provide exit reports, making it difficult for health 
authorities to follow up patients suspected of diseases which increases the potential for a disease outbreak. 

 Logistics 

Needs: 

 Facilitate capture, storage and transport of relief goods to affected areas. 

 There is a need for 17 prefabricated units of which 14 have been supplied and 
operational. The gap is three prefabricated units. 

Response: 

 A total of 414 trucks transporting relief items were moved to disaster-affected areas. Four air cargos are 
transporting food and non-food items.   

 Three additional prefabs in logistics hub in Cateel were completed on 4 January.  

 The meeting facilities of the inter-agency humanitarian coordination hub in Cateel have been fully set up during 
the reporting period. 

 One mobile storage unit sent to Cateel was erected.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Fuel supply in all established hubs is yet to be organized on a regular basis. 

 Sea transports do not maintain the schedule due to unpredictable weather conditions that cause delays in 
deliveries. 

Protection 

Needs: 

 There is a need to extend psychosocial support to children who are out of school. 

 Extend more medico-legal services (rape clinical management). 

 Establish separated and private bathing and changing areas in evacuation centres and return areas to ensure 
that children are protected from abuse. 

Response: 

 Regional Gender Based-Violence (GBV) sub-cluster conducted a mapping of existing GBV services and gaps, 
and established operational standards for Women Friendly Spaces. 

 A functional referral mechanism for GBV survivors at the municipal level was established in Compostela Valley.  

 Tarpaulins with key messages on GBV prevention and management for information sessions were distributed to 
Monkayo, Compostela, Montevista and New Bataan. 

 1,000 toilet stickers (500 male and 500 female) were provided to WASH cluster to facilitate segregation of toilets 
in evacuation centres and transitional sites. 

 Day-care workers received training for the opening of Child Friendly Spaces in eight locations in Monkayo and 
Montevista. 

 Support staff were deployed and provided with technical support to strengthen psychosocial support capacity for 
the Child Protection and Education sectors.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Extreme weather and rainfall that caused widespread flooding is limiting access to field sites that require priority 
Child Protection interventions. 

 Weak community-based child protection and sexual and gender based violence mechanisms. 
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Shelter 

Needs: 

 There is a critical need to urgently start the procurement and distribution of housing 
repair kits to ensure safe and adequate shelter. 

Response: 

 The final report of a detailed shelter cluster assessment is now available at http://bit.ly/TZK6SR. 

 Emergency shelter kits distributions are ongoing with more supplies arriving. Currently, distributions to an 
additional 38,800 households are in progress. 

 To enhance further communications with government and agencies at the field level, the cluster members are 
now providing four provincial level shelter cluster focal points and 16 municipality level focal points.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 All areas need urgent disaster risk reduction activities to ensure safer reconstruction. 

 Logistical delays through delayed shipments and custom clearance difficulties are of concern. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

 Detailed assessments of WASH needs at the household and community level are undertaken by government 
and cluster partners. WASH activities are needed in temporary relocation sites and communities, especially in 
terms of those that need repair and rehabilitation.  

 Functional WASH facilities for schools and temporary learning spaces are needed as classes started to resume 
informally this week.  

 Hygiene promotion needs to be scaled up in affected communities, including hard-to-reach areas.  

 Some tarpaulins for toilet superstructures are needed to be utilized for shelter, especially in light of moderate to 
heavy rains currently being experienced in the areas. 

Response: 

 Distribution of hygiene kits targeting 6,348 families/31,740 individuals and water kits for 5,279 families/26,395 
individuals and sanitation facilities reaching 5,427 families/27,135 individuals is ongoing  

 Environmental sanitation and community clean-up of drainages and waterways is ongoing through cash-for-
work arrangements.  

 Hygiene promotion training and implementation is also ongoing in all the municipalities.  

 The cluster has established a Hygiene Technical Working Group specifically to share tools, strategies and get a 
collective sense of how to address common hygiene promotion concerns. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Constraints remain in accessing hard-to-reach areas to address the gaps in assessments and response.   

General Coordination  
Conference facilities of the inter-agency coordination hub in Cateel are now operational for the use by government, 
national and international partners. The hub is part of a strategic move to improve proximity by the humanitarian 
partners in reaching the affected communities and having a better understanding of their needs. The hub has been 
recognized and appreciated by the government, and some national and international organizations already in the 
area are looking forward to improved coordination. Meetings are already scheduled for the coming days. Three 
other hubs are fully operational in Davao City, Nabunturan, and Trento to ensure an effective and principled 
humanitarian response.   

Communication with Affected Communities 

The inter-agency information group is conducting a rolling survey to assess communication techniques between 
the affected people, the government and the clusters. The results will provide guidance on how to strengthen 
communication with the affected communities. Meanwhile, the information group is populating a list of Frequently 
Asked Questions to inform affected communities about various issues ranging from where to find and receive 
assistance. The group will seek appropriate answers and disseminate them through printed tarpaulins and 
brochures. Other avenues for distribution will be informed by the rolling survey. 

38,800 
emergency kits are 
being distributed 

http://bit.ly/TZK6SR


Typhoon Bopha Situation Report No.14 | 6 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Background on the disaster 
In the early hours of 4 December, Typhoon Bopha, locally known as Pablo, hit the east coast of Mindanao in the south of the Philippines. It 
was the 16th and most powerful typhoon to hit the Philippines in 2012. The Government of the Philippines initiated preparedness measures 
as early as 30 November, and since Bopha struck on 4 December it has been leading the response. On 7 December, the President of the 
Philippines declared a state of national calamity and accepted the offer of international assistance. The United Nations and humanitarian 
partners launched an appeal for $65 million to provide immediate lifesaving aid and support to millions affected by the typhoon on 10 
December. The Humanitarian Country Team has provided technical assistance to the Government in rapid needs assessment and 
information management. 

Funding 
The Typhoon Bopha Action Plan (BAP) is under review based on developments on the ground and needs 
assessments undertaken by clusters. The original BAP issued on 10 December seeks US$65 million to provide 
emergency assistance and help with recovery for 480,000 typhoon-affected people over a three- to six-month 
period.  

As of 8 January, the 
BAP is 34 per cent 
funded with a total of 
$22 million in pledges, 
commitments and 
contributions, 
according to the 
Financial Tracking 
Service. The revised 
BAP will be launched 
in Manila towards the 
end of January.  

All humanitarian partners, 
including donors and recipient 
agencies, are encouraged to 
inform OCHA's Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS - 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash 
and in-kind contributions by e-
mailing: fts@un.org 

 

Contacts of the Cluster Co-Leads - as of 2 January 2013  
CLUSTER CLUSTER 

CO-LEADS 
FOCAL PERSON CONTACT # EMAIL ADDRESS 

INTER-CLUSTER 
COORDINATION 

UNOCHA JOHN NDIKU 0905-227-0914 ndiku@un.org 

CAMP COORDINATION AND 
CAMP MANAGEMENT 

IOM DAVE BERCASIO 0917-529-6694 dbercasio@iom.int 

EARLY RECOVERY UNDP WINSTON CAMARINAS 0917-836-9309 winston.camarinas@undp.org 

EDUCATION UNICEF AMININ ABUBAKAR  0928-749-9805 aabubakar@unicef.org 

FOOD and NFIs WFP IRENA LOLOCI 0916-620-9893 irena.loloci@wfp.org 

HEALTH WHO GERARDO MEDINA 0908-863-3163 medinag@wpro.who.int 

LIVELIHOOD ILO NORI PALARCA 0917-532-7470 noritpalarca2@yahoo.com 
palarca@ilo.org 

LOGISTICS WFP DRAGOSLAV 
DJURASKOVIC 

0917-829-3175 dragoslav.djuraskovic@wfp.org 

NUTRITION UNICEF PAUL ZAMBRANO 0917-537-9934 pzambrano@unicef.org 

SHELTER IFRC MICHAEL GLOECKLE 0918-687-9073 coord.Phil@sheltercluster.org  

PROTECTION including 
Child Protection and Gender-
based Violence 

UNHCR ARJUN JAIN 0999-993-9417 jain@unhcr.org 

WASH UNICEF RORY VILLALUNA 0917-859-2578 washccph@gmail.com 

 

Source: Financial Tracking Service 

For further information, please contact:  

David Carden, Head, OCHA Philippines, carden@un.org, Tel: +63 917 513 9924 
Kasper Engborg, Head of Davao City Sub-Office, OCHA Philippines, engborg@un.org, Tel: +63 906 374 8293 
Thierry Delbreuve, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Geneva, delbreuve@un.org, Tel: +41 79 477 0822 
Farhad Movahed, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA New York, movahed@un.org, Tel: +1 646 510 2407 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int, http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/ 
To be added or deleted from the mailing list, please email addawe@un.org. 
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