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Introduction

Thank you for that introduction, and I want to thank our hosts PLAN, Girls Not Brides and the UK
Gender and Developm ent Network for organising this event.

I also want to thank all of  m y off icials in DFID who work on this day in and day out, for all of  their efforts.

And I know there are charities, cam paigners and activists here today who are at the forefront of  helping to m ake the world a better
place for girls and wom en.

I don’t think I need to tell everyone here how im portant the girls and wom en agenda is to m e personally, and to m y Departm ent. Our
Prim e Minister talks about the Golden Thread of  Developm ent, building the kind of  open econom ies and societies where
everyone has a chance to contribute. Wom en and girls are an integral part of  that challenge.

Many of  you were present a year ago when I set out that the Departm ent for International Developm ent would be taking its work on
girls and wom en to the next level.

In m any areas, that m eant getting to the root cause of  the problem , which is about tackling the discrim inatory social norm s that
keep too m any girls and wom en poor and m arginalised.

Tackling the deep-rooted prejudices and attitudes that m ean sim ply being born a girl in som e com m unities and countries, def ines
and lim its what you can achieve for your whole life.

And in the last year I really do feel like we’ve m ade real progress on our strategy to help give girls and wom en a voice, choice and
control over their lives.

We’ve helped m ore wom en access m odern, safe fam ily planning m ethods. We’ve helped prom ote girls and wom en as leaders in
politics, peace processes and public life. And we are rem oving the barriers that so often prevent girls and wom en from
contributing to and benef itting from  econom ic developm ent.

I am  personally cham pioning a new initiative to leverage greater international investm ent from  a wide range of  partners, including
the private sector, to support countries that are integrating work on im proving girls and wom en’s prospects into national econom ic
developm ent plans, starting with Nigeria and Sierra Leone.

And we are also scaling up our work on tackling violence against girls and wom en. And I’m  particularly proud of  the am bitious, world
leading work DFID is doing to end Fem ale Genital Mutilation in a generation, work that has been brilliantly led by DFID’s
Parliam entary Under Secretary of  State Lynne Featherstone.

I should also praise William  Hague, the Foreign Secretary’s on-going com m itm ent to addressing sexual violence in conflict
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I should also praise William  Hague, the Foreign Secretary’s on-going com m itm ent to addressing sexual violence in conflict
through the Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative and the UNGA Declaration of  Com m itm ents to End Sexual Violence, which have
now been endorsed by 140 countries.

The gap on Early and Forced Marriage

So it has been a year of  progress, and I’m  really grateful to all of  the cam paigners, all the organisations here today who have worked
with us. Together, I really do believe that we have pushed gender equality up the global agenda.

But I’ve felt that there was an area that we didn’t talk about enough, an area that has too often gone unacknowledged and untackled
and that is Early and Forced Marriage.

In the past m any of  us have found talking about Early and Forced Marriage very uncom fortable. It’s generally been considered too
diff icult, too taboo, m aybe too entrenched to focus on too m uch.

As I’ll outline today, I believe this has sim ply got to change.

All over the world m illions of  girls are being forced into m arriage, m any while they are still children, where they will com e under
im m ediate pressure to have children them selves.

And for m any of  us, as we grow up we realise there’s a whole world of  opportunity out there – but for these girls, whatever m ay be
the case for their brothers -  when they reach adolescence their world shrinks. And hope gives way to a restricted, lim ited reality.

And this isn’t good enough. Nearly 20 years ago at a historic wom en’s conference in Beijing, the international com m unity agreed
with Am erica’s then First Lady Hilary Clinton when she said: “that hum an rights are wom en’s rights…. and wom en’s rights are
hum an rights.”

Since then the world has m ade great progress on gender equality…but as long as Early and Forced Marriage exists we have not
fulf illed our prom ise to girls and wom en. Early and Forced Marriage rem ains one of  the critical sym ptom s of  the low status of  girls
and wom en in m any societies, and of  the day to day neglect of  their rights.

It’s tim e for us to break the silence and take action.

A Human Rights Issue

DFID is already doing this in our cam paign to help end Fem ale Genital Mutilation.

FGM is som ething we have historically backed away from  in m any respects. Yet there are 125m illion girls and wom en across the
world who have had their genitalia partially or totally rem oved – leading to a lifetim e of  psychological scars and serious health
problem s.

In m any places FGM is carried out because it is believed to be in the girl’s best interests. Traditionally uncut girls cannot m arry and
are seem ingly condem ned to a life of  stigm a and discrim ination.

Slowly but surely things are changing for the better. Wom en and girls, -  and m any m en and boys, -  leaders and com m unities are
speaking out against a harm ful and violent practice that holds girls, wom en and countries back. And we are seeing thousands of
com m unities in West Africa deciding to abandon the practice of  FGM.

Our job is to support them  and to accelerate the pace of  change.

And the UK is already leading the way as the world’s biggest supporter of  activity to end FGM, som ething I think we can be
incredibly proud of. Last year DFID launched a £35 m illion program m e that will work in 17 countries to support the Africa-led
m ovem ent to end FGM.

And I want to replicate the success that DFID and others are having on FGM with Early and Forced Marriage.

It’s another huge issue…Early and Forced Marriage happens all over the world…it happens here in the UK.

In total Early and Forced Marriage affects about 14 m illion girls every year. 1 in 3 girls in the developing world are m arried by age 18,
and one in nine are m arried by age 15. Som e are as young as 8 years old.

But as with FGM, we are starting to hear voices across the developing world saying enough is enough. We m ust support them .

Voices like Zam bia’s First Lady Dr Christine Kaseba who recently launched her country’s cam paign against child m arriages…she
highlighted the problem  of  Zam bia having a statutory law prohibiting child m arriage but custom ary laws allowing it.



3/6/2014 Transform Her Future: breaking the silence on early and forced marriage - Speeches - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/transform-her-future-breaking-the-silence-on-early-and-forced-marriage 3/6

She says: “We cannot have a situation where def ilem ent of  girls as young as 12 years is backed by the law! How then do we com e
up with strategies that can protect our children when laws that are supposed to protect children are so f luid and porous?” Her
words.

And you only have to talk to girls them selves and hear how they feel about it to grasp how wrong this practice is.

Girls like Fatim a from  Egypt, who was 15 when she was forced to m arry what she describes as a ‘grotesque old m an with 6 children’.
After being m arried she was im m ediately under pressure to have a baby, against the advice of  doctors.

Girls like Lam ana from  Cam eroon, also 15 when she was told she had to m arry. When the day of  the wedding was announced she
recalls thinking, “how can I invite m y friends to a forced m arriage? I refused all of  the cerem onies because I didn’t want to be a part
of  that.” She eventually ran away after her husband raped and beat her.

Lam ana and Fatim a have since received help from  PLAN, one of  several am azing organisations doing pioneering work to help girls
rebuild their lives and speak out against their experiences.

But we know that there are m any other girls who will never get to talk about their experiences.

Last year it was reported that an 8 year old Yem eni girl nam ed Rawan died after suffering internal injuries on the night of  her
arranged m arriage -  to a m an m ore than 5 tim es her age. She was just 8.

History, tradition, cultural practises…these should not and can never be used to excuse the unacceptable.

And Early and Forced Marriage is unacceptable.

The smart thing to do

It is not just about hum an rights. When girls cannot decide for them selves whether, when and with whom  to get m arried and have
children: it’s not just unacceptable for them , it’s a disaster for developm ent.

Girls who m arry earlier are m ore likely to suffer dom estic violence and sexual abuse, they are m ore likely to contract HIV from  their
older husbands…

…Girls who give birth before the age of  15 are also 5 tim es m ore likely to die in childbirth than girls in their 20s…

…And the children of  child brides are 60% m ore likely to die before their f irst birthday than the children of  m others who are over 19.

Early and Forced Marriage is also closely linked to low levels of  econom ic developm ent…Girls who m arry young are m ore likely to
be poor and stay poor.

In contrast delaying m arriage and enabling girls to im prove their education, health and job opportunities can not only help them  to
m ove out of  poverty, it can also have a profound im pact on their fam ilies and on their own children, giving them  the opportunity to
break the cycles of  poverty that can pass from  generation to generation.

And that’s why the them e for this year’s International Wom en’s Day ‘Equality for wom en is progress for all’, is so apt.

But as long as girls are being locked out of  progress, valued only for their bride price…a country cannot develop properly.
Transform ing her future – m eans transform ing the future of  whole com m unities and countries.

Taking action against Early and Forced Marriage

So what can the UK do to tackle Early and Forced Marriage?

To begin with, I think we’ve got to beat the drum  internationally and see the UK play a leading role in calling for greater resources,
better coordination, and a stronger focus on this issue.

We need to step up as a country to join with Canada and the Netherlands, who have taken the initiative in actively supporting the
Southern country leadership we’re seeing from  Zam bia, Ghana and others to push UN resolutions on Early and Forced Marriage.

I also want the UK to be at the forefront of  galvanising not just statem ents of  support and UN resolutions, im portant as they are, but
shaping long-term  international action.

As m any of  you are aware we are at a key m om ent for designing the next generation of  international developm ent goals, with the
Millennium  Developm ent Goals for reducing poverty due to expire at the end of  next year.
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These goals have seen som e huge successes over the past 13 years…but progress has been uneven, particularly for girls and
wom en.

And it was fantastic that MDG3 addressed gender equality but in m any respects the MDGs could have gone further in addressing
discrim inatory social norm s, like Early and Forced Marriage. And in fact efforts to im prove m aternal health are am ong the m ost off
track, progress on adolescent births has all but stalled.

In May last year the UN’s High Level Panel for the Post-2015 developm ent agenda, co-chaired by our Prim e Minister, alongside
President Yudhoyono of  Indonesia and President Sirleaf  of  Liberia, said we should be the generation to end extrem e poverty.

The UK is hugely supportive of  this and the Panel’s goal of  leaving no one behind.

And the UK believes it is vital that the world agrees a powerful standalone gender goal post 2015. It was right that the Panel
recom m ended that we have an explicit target on ending Child Marriage, alongside these other gender targets, and we will work to
support this in the process ahead in the UN.

I will be raising Early and Forced Marriage when I attend the Com m ission on the Status of  Girls and Wom en next week, holding a
roundtable with Canada where we will cham pion the call for global action on this.

I also believe that in DFID we can do m ore to help end Early and Forced Marriage with our own developm ent program m es and
hum anitarian responses.

As with FGM, we will build on what works, continuing existing pilots, scaling up where program m es are successful, and we will start
new pilots to f ind m ore innovative solutions on what works.

Our FGM cam paign has also shown us that to succeed there needs to be a grassroots m ovem ent, a real coalition of  voices -  girls
and boys, parents, religious and com m unity leaders, politicians – all speaking out against a harm ful practise. This m ovem ent has
really started to get m om entum  already. In Decem ber last year Health and Education Ministers from  21 countries in Eastern and
Southern Africa set them selves a target to elim inate Early and Forced Marriage by 2020.

We m ust support them  -  DFID is working already directly with com m unities where Early and Forced Marriage is prevalent.

Our f lagship program m e in Ethiopia’s Am hara region, focuses on engaging with the whole com m unity to change attitudes. It works
directly with girls and boys through program m es in schools, including girls’ clubs, m entorships, econom ic incentives to encourage
girls to enroll and stay in school.

It is early days for this program m e but there are already parents who have changed their m inds on the value of  education for their
daughters, and decided to keep them  in school. And we know there have been over 600 m arriages that have been cancelled since
the start of  the program m e.

These sorts of  program m es can show us the way forward. And DFID is currently developing m ore program m es like this one. We
are looking to reshape our portfolio so m ore of  our work has an explicit and direct focus on Early and Forced Marriage. You can
expect to hear m uch m ore on this in the com ing m onths.

The UK is also getting its own house in order on both FGM and Early and Forced Marriage. Legislation to crim inalise forced m arriage
in the UK is currently going through Parliam ent.

Our Forced Marriage Unit provides assistance to victim s, and it gave advice or support relating to a possible forced m arriage in
m ore than 1300 cases in 2013. But we know this is unlikely to ref lect the true scale of  the abuse. And we know that som e studies
have suggested that between 5000 and 8000 forced m arriages take place in the UK annually.

At the beginning of  the year the Prim e Minister set out that in 2014 Britain will lead the charge on the em powerm ent of  girls and
wom en worldwide.

And just this afternoon Parliam ent agreed a new law, proposed by the MP Bill Cash, and I want to pay tribute to the work Bill has
done on getting this Bill through every stage of  Parliam ent.

This Bill will ensure that from  now on the Departm ent for International Developm ent is legally obliged to consider gender equality
before we fund a program m e or give assistance anywhere in the world. And it sends a powerful signal about the UK’s clear intent in
this area. It will be som ething we can take round the world and say to other countries we are doing because we believe this m atters.

A Call to Action

Today I want to issue a challenge to everyone here, NGOs, charities, activists, businesses to help us bring Early and Forced
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Today I want to issue a challenge to everyone here, NGOs, charities, activists, businesses to help us bring Early and Forced
Marriage up the global agenda in 2014 and then to keep on pushing.

These are com plex issues and we need to work with lots of  organisations and partners. And I want to hear from  m em bers of  this
audience on what they think their role can be.

I want to challenge businesses, our UK businesses to play their part to support girls and wom en in the sorts of  countries DFID works
in. This could m ean sourcing m ore from  wom en producers and business owners, tackling gender inequality in wages. It could
m ean offering f lexible working arrangem ents, proper childcare facilities, parental leave and other support to all em ployees, m en
and wom en. Business is part of  the solution too.

Finally, I want to urge girls in the UK to join us in our cam paigning efforts on FGM and Early and Forced Marriage this year and to stick
with us on the road ahead.

We know what a powerful force for change girls can be.

Girls like Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani school girl shot by the Taliban for going to school is now spearheading a global cam paign
for girls’ education, which is having a huge im pact all around the world.

Girls like Fahm a Moham ed who got a m eeting with the Education Secretary after getting m ore than 250,000 signatures to her
petition urging the Governm ent to write to all schools about Fem ale Genital Mutilation, which is exactly what we’ll be doing.

And girls like Muna Hassan, who will be speaking to us shortly about her cam paign on FGM, which she started at the age of  13.

These girls took the causes they felt strongly about right to the top…and put the spotlight on governm ents and world leaders to
dem and, and get, change.

I recently visited a secondary school in Wakefield in Yorkshire, Outwood Grange Academ y, and as I listened to the girls there, I was
struck by how strongly the girls in this country feel about girls their own age having to go through FGM, being forced into m arriage,
forced into having children before they were ready. They wouldn’t accept it them selves and they don’t want other girls to have to
put up with it.

Now I want to know what you think, so tell m e on twitter @JustineGreening and #Transform herfuture

I’ll be listening, the Prim e Minister will be listening…And we are taking your priorities and m aking them  ours.

Conclusion

In conclusion, you can’t pick and choose on hum an rights. You can’t decide to go for som e m atters and raise those, but leave others
that feel too hard, too sensitive, too controversial to tackle.

Early and Forced Marriage is a hum an rights issue.

It’s not focused on enough because it’s com plex to address. It takes tim e to address. Because it m eans a fundam ental shift in
attitudes, a shift in investm ent, in policy. None of  these things are easy, but that should never give us the excuse to ignore it

And last year, I rem em ber Tanya (the CEO of  PLAN UK) asking m e – what is the Governm ent doing about Early and Forced
Marriage? I gave an answer, but I knew in m y heart it could have been better, and it was up to m e and to Ministers to m ake sure we
had a better answer.

I believe Early and Forced Marriage is, in effect, a litm us test for us. If  we can ensure voice, choice and control, then girls will be able
to decide who and when to m arry. And when this happens a better future will open up for them , and for their countries, and for us.

The UK can but we also m ust show leadership on this, and we will. We will keep building on the growing m om entum , until it
becom es unstoppable.

DFID’s going to leave no stone unturned in tackling Early and Forced Marriage. We will do this alongside our cam paign on FGM,
alongside our work to prevent other form s of  physical, sexual and psychological violence against wom en, and together with our
work on helping wom en entrepreneurs get f inance and land rights, on fam ily planning, and on education.

By bringing all these things together, by keeping these issues under the spotlight, and by galvanising global action…we can give
girls and wom en around the world the chance to write their own futures, and in doing so I passionately believe we will m ake all of
our futures better too.
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