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Tigray: Conflict Affected Areas  
Update # 1   

Research, Assessment and Monitoring (Ethiopia CO & RBN)                    Issued: 23 September 2021   

Highlights  

Tigray is a complex humanitarian crisis - alarming levels of food and nutrition insecurity, limited 
humanitarian access and unpredictable operating environment. Tigray region was completely inaccessible 
during the initial months of the conflict but improved slightly in the few months preceding the middle of 
the year. From late June 2021, renewed fighting spilled-over into neighboring Amhara and Afar regions led 
to new population displacements, reversed the access gains, slowed down humanitarian operations, 
disrupted markets and livelihoods. Given humanitarian assistance is the main lifeline for the displaced 
populations, low supplies and limited access increases the risk of worse food and nutrition insecurity 
situation.  

Context  

WFP RAM | food security analysis  

Food insecurity remains dire in Tigray (2.2 m, 1.8 m and 401,000 people are in crisis, emergency 
and catastrophe respectively). The situation continues to worsen because of renewed fighting   
between June and September 2021–the prevalence of households with insufficient food            
consumption increased by 16 percent (from 5% to 21%).  The malnutrition situation is critical.  

Food prices are exceptionally high in Tigray because of food shortages in the markets.  The annual 
food price inflation in Tigray increased by 6.8% in August 2021.  

Delivery of food assistance is still below plan because of low humanitarian food stocks. In the first 

week of September, more than 448,000 people received only one commodity (2kg of pulses per 

person) out of the planned full basket (maize, beans and oil) for 547,000 people.  

The renewed conflict in the last three months resulted in an additional 200,000 new IDPs in       
Tigray. In early September 2021, there were in excess of 2.46 million IDPs linked to the Tigray    
crisis (2.1M, 250,000 & 112,000 IDPs in Tigray, Amhara and Afar respectively). This number has 
increased because of 195,000 new displacements in Amhara Region over that last one week. 

Meher cereal seasonal production is expected to be 50% to 75% below average because of          

significant disruption of the agricultural season. 

WFP/ Photo gallery  
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Food and nutrition insecurity alarming  

Food Insecurity situation (July-September 2021) and Vulnerable (IDP + Refugee ) populations 

Prevalence of insufficient food     
consumption 2021) 

Tigray Crisis in Numbers 

The Food Security Cluster estimates that 5.2 million people are in need of    

emergency food assistance. This was before the recent new displacements. IPC 

estimated that 4.4 million people of the total population in Tigray and conflict 

affected areas in neighboring Afar and Amhara would experience high acute 

food insecurity between June and September 2021. Of these an estimated 

401,000 people are in Human Catastrophe. It is projected that food assistance 

needs will persist through next year’s harvest season (UNOCHA, October 2022). 

According to WFP, Tigray has one of the highest prevalence of insufficient food 

consumption in the country. Between June and September 2021, the prevalence 

of insufficient food consumption increased from 5% to 21% in Tigray.   

High food prices, new displacements and disrupted livelihoods have collectively led to extremely deteriorated household purchasing    

power, limiting market food   purchases.  As a result, a significant majority of IDPs are relying solely on humanitarian food assistance. 

The nutrition situation in Tigray is critical. To date, MUAC screenings are indicative of very high prevalence of MAM among pregnant and  

lactating  women. The same case with children under five years is which MUAC screening are indicative of MAM exceeding emergency 

threshold of 15% (UNICEF, 31/08/2021). 

5.7 

million 
  

Estimated Population 
of Tigray 

  
  

CSA/GOE 2021 
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People in in Need 
of Humanitarian 

Assistance 
  

UNOCHA- Aug 2021 
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People in high acute food insecu-
rity (IPC3+) of whom 401,000 are 

in Humanitarian Catastrophe 
  

IPC May 2021 
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the Tigray Crisis 
  

UN- 8th Sep 2021 

Majority of 
IDPs 

  
relying on 

Humanitarian food 
assistance 

  
UN- 8th Sep 2021 

http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/population-tracking-tool/en/
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/tenfold-increase-number-children-requiring-treatment-acute-malnutrition-tigray
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/card/5EhBh4Xf5z/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/population-tracking-tool/en/
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Although fluid, internal displacement because of the Tigray crisis has risen in the recent three months. According to IOM, an estimated 1.9 million people in Tigray 

were internally displaced as of May 2021. This jumped to 2.1 million IDPs in September 2021 following renewed fighting from late June that spilled over to the neigh-

bouring Amhara and Afar regions (UNHCR, 6/09/2021). The ongoing internal displacement in Tigray is mainly from Western zone, roughly 70% to Northwestern zone, 

26% to Central zone, 3% to Mekelle and 2% to Eastern zone.  

In Afar, 112,000 people are displaced due to the Tigray crisis. In Amhara, an estimated 250,000 across North Gondar, Central Gondar, South Gondar and North Wello 

are currently internally displaced (UNOCHA). Ethiopian Public Health Institute reported an additional 195,437 newly displaced people in Amhara Region in the last 

week (22/09/2021).  

Majority of IDP sites are located in the urban towns of Shire (673,00), Mekelle (268,000), Sherao (250,00), Adwa (220,000) and Adingrat (87,000). Half of the interviewed 

refugees cited lack of safety and security preventing their    return (IOM, August 2021). There is a risk of further displacements should the fighting escalate in the com-

ing months.   

New displacement increasing needs in recent months   

According to WFP, markets in active conflict areas that had started to recover are   functioning 

sub-optimally due to conflict caused disruptions. IOM reported that infrastructure in 85 of the 

200 markets in Tigray were not functional or destroyed. WFP reports indicate markets are     

struggling to cope with demand amidst increased supply bottlenecks.  

Transport restrictions, shortage of cash, low fuel supplies, acute shortage of commodities and 

trader hoarding and price speculation have led to increased food prices between July and       

August 2021. In Shire Market for instance, staple food prices increased rapidly, as high as 40 

percent within just a week in the beginning of July 2021.   

The August 2021 year-on-year national food inflation increased significantly to 37.1%, a  record 

highest in 9 years (Ethiopia Central Statistics Agency). In Tigray in specific, food CPI jumped by 

6.8% in August 2021 above the same month last year. It’s likely that the cost of living is signifi-

cantly higher in remote inaccessible areas. The month-on-month inflation has been up since 

January 2020, but accelerated more pronouncedly since June. Overall, inflation in Ethiopia is         

significantly elevated because of macro-economic challenges and COVID-19 impacts.  

Access to markets has reduced since June 2021 in Tigray and Afar with the residents reporting 

challenges accessing markets having increased by 61-72% (WFP Hunger Monitoring), mainly   

because of insecurity and lack of money to buy food.   

Markets disruptions causing food shortages and high food prices in recent three months    

https://displacement.iom.int/reports/ethiopia-%E2%80%94-emergency-site-assessment-6-3-%E2%80%94-24-may-2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Ethiopia%20Tigray%20Update%20%2313.pdf
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000131765/download/
https://www.statsethiopia.gov.et/cpi/public/
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The maps show the climatic and vegetation situation 

in northern Ethiopia. Rainfall performance (June-Sept) 

is near or above normal in all the areas except in 

central and northwest Tigray where they are slightly 

below-average. Vegetation (1st dekad of September) is 

near-normal to above-normal while the soil moisture 

(in August 2021) was normal. Therefore, the 

environmental conditions are favourable for both 

livestock and crop production.  

Despite this positive situation, the Meher seasonal 

crop production in Tigray is projected to be below 

normal due to missed agriculture season in many 

parts of the region (ACAPS, August).  

Accordingly, it is expected that only 25% to 50% of the 

normal cereal production will be realized this year 

(UNOCHA, September 2021).  

FAO ground field reports indicate that farmers have 

limited access to their farms, inputs and services and 

therefore did not plant. The area under cultivation has 

reduced significantly. Pastoralists and agro-

pastoralists have also lost their livestock.  

Meher seasonal crop and livestock production gloomy despite favourable climatic conditions 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20-%20Ethiopia%20-%20Tigray%20Region%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%202%20Sep%202021.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/emergencies/docs/FAO_Ethiopia_Tigray_SituationReport%20_n1_June%202021.pdf
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Food assistance is not meeting planned needs despite prioritization of 

hotspot Woredas (UNOCHA, September 2021). This is because of 

pipeline breaks in Tigray, linked to challenges of cargo movement into 

the region. According to IOM, the scale of food assistance is still low in 

Tigray – of the close 230 IDP sites monitored, only 36 received 

humanitarian food within the last one month. 105 have never received 

food assistance while 51 camps received assistance between 2-3 

months ago.  

As of 20th August, food security partners ran out of food stocks due to 

continued delays and road blockage on the Semera-Abala corridor. 

Organisations are struggling to provide full common basket (UNOCHA) 

as both humanitarian and commercial supplies to the region are 

critically low. In the first week of September 2021, more than 448,000 

people received only one commodity (2kg of pulses per person) out of 

the planned full basket of maize, beans and oil for 547,000 people.  

 

Ongoing seasonal rains together with poor road conditions & limited 

mobile network coverage, lack of electricity, biting cash crunch and 

inoperative banking services etc  have all hampered humanitarian 

operations. 

Humanitarian response hampered  by insufficient supplies  

Source: IOM IDP camp site monitoring June 2021 

Access situation in Tigray and neighbouring areas: 

• Tigray is accessible to humanitarian operations except in in western Zone and the 

three areas under the control and influence of EDF along the border with Eritrea.  

• Most areas under TF or its affiliates (Agew shego in Amhara) are accessible by road to 

Tigray through Abala in the east whereas access by road to rest of the areas is         

constrained.   

• The bridge on Tekeze river is closed for construction and hence no access by road    

beyond the said bridge. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20-%20Ethiopia%20-%20Tigray%20Region%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%202%20Sep%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20-%20Ethiopia%20-%20Tigray%20Region%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%202%20Sep%202021.pdf
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Good rains have fallen in northeast Ethiopia and parts of southern Djibouti that 

have caused conditions to become favourable for breeding. According to the FAO, 

hooper bands are forming in Afar, Amhara and in Tigray. The ongoing insecurity 

does not allow survey and control operations, increasing the risk of new greater 

number of swarms forming than originally anticipated in Northern and North-

eastern Ethiopia by October.  

 

This could threaten Eritrea, Eastern Ethiopia (Somali region) and Northern Somalia 

and impact on grazing, forage and vegetation resources and crops. Close 

monitoring will be required in the coming weeks.  

Desert Locusts (DL) pose potential threat to crops and livestock 

Horn of Africa DL breeding cycle 

Locals controlling locusts 

in Amhara, Ethiopia 

(1/9/21)  

DL Threat Situation: 31st August– 7th September 2021 

Source:  FAO 

Source:  FAO, 12th August 2021 

http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/common/ecg/562/en/210908DLupdateE.pdf
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/common/ecg/75/en/210901_ETH_Amhara_sWollo_Mekdela.jpg
https://locust-hub-hqfao.hub.arcgis.com/
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Regional Bureau Nairobi: 

Siddharth Krishnasamy      siddharth.krishnaswamy@wfp.org         

Kennedy Nanga          kennedy.nanga@wfp.org 

 

For further information 

 

Forecast assumptions: 

 

i. Conflict is likely to continue, spilling-over into the neighbouring Afar and Amhara regions  

ii. Protracted displacement and continued disruption of livelihoods, markets, humanitarian and commercial supplies  

iii. Food prices are expected to continue rising on the backdrop of poor market functioning and worsening macroeconomic environment and COVID-19 impacts 

iv. Meher crop production is expected to below average (by 50-75%) because of low acreage cultivated. This is likely to marginally improve food access for 

households that were able to plant on time but will not sufficient though the next season. 

v. In line with disruption in economic and agricultural activities, casual labour opportunities are expected remain depressed and limit access of food from markets 

 

Outlook– the food insecurity situations is expected to worsen in the last quarter of the year (October-December 2021) 

 

Ethiopia Country Office: 

Esther Kabaire    esther.kabaire@wfp.org 

Alemtsehai Alemu         alemtsehai.alemu@wfp.org 


