
 

Honour the Promises- Three Years On 

In 2018, one year after the Rohingya crisis pledging conference, Christian Aid called on donors and 
governments to honour the promises they made, highlighting gaps in funding, in meeting the Grand 
Bargain commitments to increase investment in the institutional capacities of local and national 
responders and to ensure 25% of humanitarian funding to them as directly as possible by 2020, in 
tackling impunity, and providing collective support for the refugees. Christian Aid called for a 
comprehensive and long-range plan to transform these promises into a reality. 

Three years on from the escalation of violence in August 2017 which triggered one of the fastest 
growing refugee crises in the world and the flight of 671,000 Rohingya from Rakhine in Myanmar 
to Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh, the additional humanitarian needs due to Covid-19 makes fulfilling 
these promises all the more urgent.  

Refugees in Cox’s Bazar have not only had to contend with fleeing from conflict, but recent floods, 
monsoons, landslides and now Covid-19. 33% of people living in these camps do not own soap and 
lack water, making regularly handwashing difficult. Their cramped conditions and paltry access to 
basic infrastructure also impede safe distancing and hygiene measures. Bangladesh and Myanmar 
feature among countries with “very high or extreme constraints” impeding humanitarian access to 
vulnerable populations. Bangladesh is one of the countries most vulnerable to Covid-19 impacts, and 
up to 37% of the total population of Cox’s Bazar could be exposed to critical food insecurity (IPC 
phase 4) or worse. WFP has warned of a “hunger pandemic” alongside the Covid-19 pandemic, yet 
less than half of the refugees’ food security requirements have been funded.  
 
Only 39% of the US$ one billion required in 2020 to meet the overall humanitarian needs of 
855,000 refugees has been funded, and within this, only 13% of the funds requested for health 
have been received1. While over US$ two billion has been funded over three years, this confirms 
a pattern of acute and chronic underfunding over a three-year period. It means lack of shelter, 
healthcare and food for thousands.  

Compounding this, whilst an additional US$ 181 million has been sought to support 1.8 million 
people2 in the area affected by Covid-19, that response has focussed on three sectors, and up to 
a third of funds for pre-existing humanitarian needs have been put on hold allegedly due to 
concerns that Covid-19 will impede operations. Christian Aid has raised three concerns. Firstly, 
humanitarian need, pre-existing and outside the Covid-19 response, is higher due to the lack of 
continuing services. For example, ensuring that infrastructure is safe and roads are maintained 
remains essential, the need for humanitarian protection services has increased, as has the need for 
more neighbourhood-based water, sanitation and health facilities. For those living in camps, 
continued support for every sector is critical. Secondly, community organisations inside the camps, 
including faith-based organisations, should be supported to continue flanking humanitarian 

                                                            
1 Rohingya Humanitarian Crisis Joint Response Plan, Funding Update 20 July 2020 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/fun
dingupdates_july_after_addendum.pdf 
2 2020 COVID-19 Response Plan, Addendum to the Joint Response Plan, Rohingya Humanitarian 
Crisis, April-December 2020 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rohingya-Pledging-Conference-One-Year-On-Oct18.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acaps.org%2Fsites%2Facaps%2Ffiles%2Fproducts%2Ffiles%2F20191031_acaps_humanitarian_access_overview_october_2019.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CJBackhurst%40christian-aid.org%7Cde4f0b164b884699fcf808d8434f6e4f%7C9dcc3c2872e94e1bb5112c9bf3bc5878%7C0%7C0%7C637333355723206163&sdata=RrKLXjcjhEfS2QZvgB6ULguKxUCi%2Bn6KAQeNoRuYRfs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.humdata.org%2Fdataset%2Finform-covid-19-risk-index-version-0-1-2&data=02%7C01%7CJBackhurst%40christian-aid.org%7Cde4f0b164b884699fcf808d8434f6e4f%7C9dcc3c2872e94e1bb5112c9bf3bc5878%7C0%7C0%7C637333355723196172&sdata=3KgBtptIg5db2s%2Bv8clTs1yabt5fay%2FHK1lKiENY7as%3D&reserved=0
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8786en/CA8786EN.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/covid-19_addendum_rohingya_refugee_response_020720.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/covid-19_addendum_rohingya_refugee_response_020720.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/fundingupdates_july_after_addendum.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/fundingupdates_july_after_addendum.pdf


measures, and thirdly, as the operational environment is considered conducive to conducting 
interventions for the COVID-19 response, then other humanitarian operations should similarly 
continue as feasible. 

As Covid-19 took hold in Cox’s Bazar, Christian Aid called for an urgent scaling up of funds to 
frontline responders to prevent the spread of C-19 and support Rohingya refugee livelihoods. 
Rohingya refugees, host communities, local and national NGOs consulted during the draft of a 
Localisation Roadmap agreed that localising humanitarian action means gains in efficiency, 
honouring local responses and benefitting from local expertise, and value for money.  A rapid 
learning review of Christian Aid’s UK government DFID Rapid Response Facility funded Covid-19 
programmes in Nigeria and Afghanistan highlights that localised responses via local Nigerian and 
Afghan partners are proving to be very effective in terms of ensuring rapid response and access to 
highly vulnerable populations amidst major challenges of Covid-19 and insecurity in hard to reach 
areas. Christian Aid having existing local partnerships in place in Nigeria and Afghanistan meant that 
the RRF interventions were able to hit the ground running in terms of partnerships, track record, due 
diligences completed and trust. However, only 4% of humanitarian funds for Cox’s Bazar are 
channelled directly to local and national NGOs. Efforts must be redoubled to direct funds to 
NGOs at the frontline, including through pooled fund mechanisms, and to ensure the Rohingya 
people are in the driving seat of the response3, including by supporting their meaningful, 
inclusive and effective participation so that programmes are adapted to the evolving needs they 
identify. This requires international NGOs to pivot their interventions towards fundraising and 
technical support4.  

While Covid-19 spreads and conflict spikes in Rakhine, Myanmar, it is neither safe nor realistic for 
refugees to be relocated in Bangladesh or to return to Myanmar. Christian Aid continues to cal l 
upon the governments of Myanmar and Bangladesh to ensure that any return or relocation is 
voluntary, safe, and with dignity, promoting the protection of and respecting the rights of 
refugees, internally displaced persons and host communities, preventing forced displacement 
and offering durable solutions in line with the UN General Assembly’s 2018 Global Compact on 
Refugees5, and the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement6. However, it is time for other 
States to share the responsibility towards the Rohingya people by not only stepping up efforts to 
meet the funding requirements for 2020, but by providing sanctuary. 

There is still time to honour the promises made in 2017. However, funding commitments and 
disbursements need to be scaled up including in essential infrastructure, food to those who cannot 
leave the camps in search of daily work, and to ensure that psycho-social support to those who fled 
horrific violence in Myanmar is not halted. Investment is needed in the services and sustainability of 
frontline local organisations, and a continued multi-sectoral response in the camps. This should form 
part of a long-range comprehensive, integrated, and accountable plan which responds to the 
comprehensive needs of all those displaced due to waves of violence in Myanmar, which prevents 
forced displacement and supports durable solutions with the effective and meaningful participation 
of IDPs, refugees and host communities, and which promotes justice and peacebuilding. This will 
need to forecast medium to long term risks and consequently funds for scaling up disaster risk 
management and resilience for communities whose resources have been depleted by the virus and 
who are facing increased risks associated with escalating conflicts or natural hazards such as 

                                                            
3 Humanitarian Crisis Monitoring - Impact of Coronavirus – Written Evidence Submitted by Christian 

Aid, 17th April 2020. https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/3185/pdf 
4 Final Report: Localisation Roadmap for the Humanitarian Response in Cox’s Bazar, April 2020, 
Centre for Peace and Justice, BRAC University. 
5 https://www.unhcr.org/gcr/GCR_English.pdf 
6 https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/gp20/ 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-06/tipping-point-covid19-report-May2020.pdf
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-06/tipping-point-covid19-report-May2020.pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/3185/pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/3185/pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/3185/pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/gcr/GCR_English.pdf
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/gp20/


increasingly climate-induced flood, cyclones and droughts.  Three years ago, Christian Aid called for a 
long-range plan to provide adequate protection and assistance. While that long-range plan is not yet 
in sight, it is still desperately needed.  
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Christian Aid is a Christian organisation that insists the world can and must be swiftly changed to one 

where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. We work globally for profound change that 

eradicates the causes of poverty, striving to achieve equality, dignity and freedom for all, regardless 

of faith or nationality. We are part of a wider movement for social justice. We provide urgent, 

practical and effective assistance where need is great, tackling the effects of poverty as well as its 

root causes. christianaid.org.uk 

 

Christian Aid is running a crisis appeal to help all communities displaced by violence in Myanmar’s 

Rakhine State, and Rohingya Muslims who have crossed the border into Bangladesh as refugees. For 

more information visit: www.caid.org.uk/rohingya. 
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