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Director of Ceremonies, 

Right Honourable Prime Minister, Dr. Hage 

Geingob 

Honourable Ministers, 

Distinguished Members of the Press, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 

you all to State House.  I would particularly like to 

thank members of the media for accepting my 

invitation. I have no doubt that they will faithfully 

convey my message to the nation. It has now been 

established that climate change is here to stay and 

humanity must find ways and means of mitigating 

its effect.  

 

On 29 March 2011, I declared an emergency 

situation as a result of floods in the north and north 

eastern parts of our country. This year, our country 

is, once again, experiencing the wrath of Mother 

Nature in the form of devastating drought.  Namibia 

has been badly affected by drought due to poor 

rains.  
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Unlike the floods, the drought situation is affecting 

the whole country. My Government is concerned 

about the destructive impact of the drought because 

by its nature, it is affecting both human and 

livestock.  The drought has already devastated many 

communities.  In addition, this natural disaster has 

also negatively affected economic activities in our 

country.   

 

In an effort to appreciate the prevailing situation in 

the country, a comprehensive inter-agency 

Emergency Food Security Assessment was 

conducted throughout the country. Some of the 

findings are as follows:  

 

The harvest Prospect for 2012/2013 indicates 

extremely below average production as drought 

conditions intensify. Crop production outlook in 

crop production regions under rain fed conditions 

indicated a massive reduction in maize production. 

In the communal crop – producing regions, this is 

expectd to decrease by 48% below average. The 

production outlook for pearl millet is expected to 

decrease by 41% compared to the last season.  

 

The assessment also revealed that household food 

security in most regions is tightening as hunger 

season has reached its peak.  
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Most households have depleted their food stocks in 

September last year and mainly dependent on 

market for food access.  

 

Poor grazing conditions are threatening the 

livestock in the country as drought conditions 

strengthen. Indeed, a considerable number of large 

and small stock have already died as a result of 

drought.   In most cases, the condition of livestock is 

already poor. There is, therefore, an urgent need to 

sell some livestock in order to prevent further losses.  

 

You will further recall that floods have destroyed 

crops in the north eastern part of our country. 

Communal crop famers were taken by surprise due 

to the fact that the floods came earlier than 

expected.  

 

I have no doubt you are now fully aware of what has 

been reported in both print and electronic media.  

Our people are facing a crisis of unprecedented 

proportions as a result of the devastating drought.  

As a result, the survival of a large percentage of our 

population is under serious threat.    

 

I and my Cabinet colleagues have discussed the 

prevailing situation in depth and have consulted 

with various experts and other stakeholders.   
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After these consultations, I have come to the 

conclusion, together with my cabinet colleagues, that 

I declare an emergency situation in the country as a 

result of drought.  Thus, the necessary interventions 

must be put into operation to face this emergency.  

 

As a caring Government, it is the duty of the State to 

ensure that our people do not go hungry.  It is 

against this background that measures are put in 

place to ensure that no Namibian citizen dies of 

hunger.   

 

We must ensure that aid reaches those who need it 

most. No stone should be left unturned in order to 

ensure that there is coordination among all 

stakeholders, namely, Offices, Ministries, Agencies, 

Regional Councils and non-governmental 

organizations.  It is for this reason the Right 

Honourable Prime Minister convened a meeting of 

key stakeholders in order to prepare ourselves.  I 

would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to 

express my appreciation and gratitude to Dr Hage 

Geingob, our Prime Minister, for convening such an 

important stakeholder meeting where, among 

others, Regional Governors and Chairpersons of 

Regional Councils attended.    
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We need to put short, medium and long term 

measures so that we prepare ourselves against 

natural disasters.  

 

It is possible that between the period of assessment 

and now, the situation might have changed for the 

worse. We should, therefore, prepare ourselves for 

the worst case scenario.  

 

I pointed out during the State of the Nation Address 

that even if we were a fodder producing country, it 

is not possible to buy fodder for three (3) million 

livestock. It is against this background that the 

Government will introduce a Grazing Subsidy. I 

therefore appeal to those farmers and individuals 

who have grazing to assist their fellow citizens. I 

further direct that provision of water in areas where 

grazing is still available should be made available as 

a matter of utmost urgency. 

 

Consideration should also be given for the culling of 

game by the Ministry of Environment and Tourism 

before the animals are lost due to drought.  

 

Other measures which must be considered as part of 

food security should include the strengthening and 

expansion of safety net programmes such as the 

school feeding programme, food-for-work and cash-

for-work programmes.  
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In addition, other measures aimed at addressing the 

plight of our citizens, especially our farmers, will be 

announced once consultations have been made with 

stakeholders.  

 

It is clear that the magnitude of the drought is 

severe. It is for this reason that Government 

resources alone cannot cope with the situation.  I 

therefore, have no option but to call on all our 

people to work together, to act only in the national 

interest and to offer assistance to their fellow 

citizens where it is needed.  

 

I am aware that the drought situation has, in some 

parts of our country, resulted into land disputes. 

This must be avoided at all cost. Namibia is the land 

of our ancestors, we inherited it after our heroes and 

heroines spilled rivers of blood. We should, 

therefore, continue to cherish the motto of “One 

Namibia One Nation”. We should attend to the 

plight of our citizens without regard to their 

political, tribal, ethnic, racial, gender or religious 

background.  

 

The drought situation should not be used by the 

corrupt mind as a means to cash in. The long arm of 

the law will catch up with those who think that they 

can get rich quick on the plight of our nation.  
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I therefore call upon our citizens to report cases of 

corruption to the relevant authorities during the 

procurement and distribution of drought relief. 

State resources should be used to address the plight 

of our citizens, therefore, the Government will NOT 

tolerate the privatization of State assets such as 

fencing off of communal boreholes.   

 

The drought assessment has clearly shown that the 

situation is critical. Against this background, I also 

appeal to the international community to assist our 

Government in this present crisis situation and its 

aftermath. Assistance in whatever form will be 

highly appreciated.  

 

Our citizens, development cooperation partners and 

other stakeholders are invited to work closely with 

the Office of the Prime Minister as the central 

coordinating unit of the Government for disaster 

management.   

 

It is necessary that Government acts immediately 

and that the necessary steps are taken timeously to 

avert a crisis which could grow out of all 

proportions.   
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It is in this connection that Cabinet has mandated 

the Office of the Prime Minister, together with the 

Secretary to Cabinet who is the Chairperson at the 

technical level, to ensure that everything is put in 

place to address the situation.   

 

Once more, I wish to express my appreciation and 

gratitude to you all for accepting my invitation to 

attend this Press Conference. 

 

I thank you. 

 
 

 


