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Security Incidents and Access Constraints 

Africa  
Burundi 
30 September 2018: The Burundian government ordered the 
suspension of all non-governmental organisation (NGO) activity 
across the country for three months or until the agencies comply 
with a law requiring staff ethnicity quotas, new administration fees 
and more stringent controls on spending. Source: Business Day 
 
Cameroon 
11 September 2018: The Cameroonian government complained that 
international non-governmental organisations (INGOs) criticise its 
actions while remain silent about the atrocities by secessionists in 
Northwest and Southern regions. Source: Cameroon-Info  
 
Central African Republic 

07 September 2018: In Bria town, Haute-Kotto province, over 400 

people protested outside of the Multidimensional Integrated 
Stabilization Mission (MINUSCA) base carrying bodies of civilians 
killed the previous day by anti-Balaka and Seleka militias. MINUSCA 
reported two grenades were thrown towards the base by the 
protesters, while the locals claim MINUSCA fired tear gas. No 
casualties were reported. Source: ACLED and Centrafrique-Presse 
 
10 September 2018: In Bria town, Haute-Kotto province, local 
women organised a protest to demand the removal of the chief of 
staff at the Bria MINUSCA base, stating they had failed to protect 
the civilians who had been killed the week prior. Source: ACLED 
 
12 September 2018: In unspecified northern prefectures, six 
unspecified NGOs halted humanitarian operations to protest violent 
attacks against their personnel. Source: The Africa News  
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
11 September 2018: Across various Ebola-hit eastern regions, active 
conflict and fear within communities is making it difficult for 
humanitarian organisations to implement prevention and response 
programmes, and some humanitarians have reported receiving 
threats from agitated beneficiaries. Source: Oxfam 
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22 September 2018: In Beni city, North Kivu province, a deadly attack by an unspecified armed group forced 
the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and World Health Organisation (WHO) to temporarily halt their anti-
Ebola activities, whilst other unnamed aid groups suspended planned prevention and response programmes. 
Sources: British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Cable News Network (CNN), NRC, United Nations (UN) 
News and WHO  
 
Mali 
04 September 2018: In Kalaban Kora neighbourhood, Bamako, unidentified men in uniform kidnapped the 
general coordinator of the NGO Al-Farouk. The victim was later released on 19 September. No further 
details available. Sources: aBamako and Mali 7 
 
Mid-August 2018: In unspecified northern regions, the militant group Ansar Dine sent threats via audio 
message on WhatsApp to local sub-contractors of the Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in 
Mali (MINUSMA). Source: aBamako 
 
04 September 2018: In Ménaka town, cercle and region, Tuareg rebels fired shells at a MINUSMA base, 
wounding a peacekeeper of an unspecified nationality. Source: Bamada 
 
Niger 
17 September 2018: In Bomanga village, Tillaberi region, an Italian priest who also worked as an aid worker 
was kidnapped by militants presumed to be from the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara terrorist group. 
Source: ACLED 
 
Nigeria 
04 September (Date of article): In Borno state, in an effort to portray the northeast parts of Nigeria as safer, 
Nigerian authorities have ordered 823,000 people internally displaced by Boko Haram and Islamic State to 
return to dangerous areas which humanitarian organisations are unable to reach. Source: Reuters 
 
17 September 2018: In an unknown location, the terrorist group Boko Haram released a video of the 
execution of an International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) midwife who was kidnapped by the group 
in March. Two other aid workers remain in captivity. Source: ACLED 
 
South Sudan 
05 September 2018: In Western Bahr al Ghazal state, an inter-agency humanitarian convoy of 40 aid workers 
from 11 different humanitarian organisations led by the World Food Programme (WFP) reached Baggari, an 
area isolated from humanitarian assistance since June. Source: Sudan Tribune 
 
06 September 2018: Update: A military court sentenced 10 soldiers to prison for raping foreign aid workers 
and killing a journalist in an attack on a hotel in July 2016. Source: National Public Radio 
 
15 September 2018: In Yei city, county and state, an unruly soldier of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
started shooting in the air near a United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) convoy comprised of four 
vehicles, including two water tankers before shooting directly at one of the vehicles, injuring a Nepalese 
peacekeeper in the leg. The soldier then fled into a crowd, evading capture. Source: Sudan Tribune 
 
Sudan 
12 September 2018: In Daya village, Golo area, a national INGO staff member was assaulted and 
hospitalised in an attack allegedly perpetrated by the Sudan Liberation Army. The motivation for the attack 
is unknown. Source: AWSD1 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-45625735
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/09/25/health/ebola-update-africa-intl/index.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/aid-work-suspended-due-deadly-attack-dr-congo
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1020392
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1020392
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1020392
http://news.abamako.com/h/195726.html
https://mali7.net/2018/09/19/le-dg-de-long-elfarouk-libere/
http://news.abamako.com/h/196090.html
http://bamada.net/mali-un-casque-bleu-blesse-dans-lattaque-dun-camp-de-lonu-a-menaka
https://www.acleddata.com/data/
http://news.trust.org/item/20180904180701-vgj3k/
https://www.acleddata.com/data/
https://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article66195
https://www.npr.org/2018/09/06/645215324/south-sudan-soldiers-convicted-of-raping-aid-workers-and-killing-a-journalist?&t=1538933525662
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article66259
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
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Asia 
Myanmar 
30 August 2018: In Karenni state, Southeast region, the provincial government ordered local and 
international NGOs to inform township authorities two weeks prior to holding any meetings or workshops. 
They subsequently added that a summary of every meeting held must be sent to the government ministers. 
Many activists criticised the statement, stating that it is undemocratic. Source: Irrawaddy 
 
10 September 2018: In Maungdaw town, Maungdaw township, Rakhine state, a protest against the 
provision of aid to Rohingya people by the ICRC was attended by 300 Rakhine citizens. Source: ACLED and 
Irrawaddy 

 
Europe 
Serbia 
10 September 2018: In Kosovo state, the administrative department for NGO management suspended the 
activities of the INGO Qatar Charity due to an alleged conflict of interest between the organisation’s activities 
and the security interests of Kosovo. Critics perceive such move as further evidence of Qatar’s use of a charity 
front to cover illegal activities and its financing of terrorism. Source: Alarabiya 

 
Middle-East and North Africa  
Syrian Arab Republic 
06 September 2018: In al Taman’a town, Idlib governorate, warplanes believed to be of Russian origin fired 
missiles at a Syria Civil Defence (SCD) centre built inside an underground cave, partially destroying the 
structure and taking the centre completely out of service. Source: SNHR 
 
07 September 2018: In Maarrat al-Nu’man district, near Khan Shaykhun town, Idlib governorate, the Syrian 
government fired rocket-propelled grenades toward 10 SCD personnel while they were extinguishing fires 
caused earlier by suspected Russian airstrikes, seriously wounding two of them. Source: SMART News 
Agency 
 
13 September 2018 (Date of article): In the Syrian Golan Heights, as the Syrian government regains control 
of Syria’s southwest region, Israeli forces ended their humanitarian campaign ‘Operation Good Neighbor’. 
Source: The Jerusalem Post 
 
14 September 2018: In Hamouriyah town, Markaz district, Rif Dimashq governorate, Syrian regime forces 
began to carry out a campaign of arrests against civilians who had taken part in medical aid work while the 
region was under Syrian opposition control. Seven women were questioned at various intelligence centres 
in Damascus about the extent of their aid work. Source: ACLED 
 
20 September 2018 (Date of article): In Idlib governorate, the Salvation Syrian Government has ordered 
humanitarian organisations to register their vehicles with the transport authority, and threatened them with 
arrest, should they fail to do so. Source: SMART News Agency  
 
Yemen 
17 September 2018: In Juban town, Juban district, Dhale governorate, local tribal leaders successfully 
negotiated the release of 13 Yemeni national aid workers who were employed by an unspecified British 
NGO. The aid workers had been kidnapped by Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) at an unspecified 
date. No further details specified. Source: ACLED 
 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karenni-govt-orders-csos-provide-2-weeks-notice-meetings.html
https://www.acleddata.com/data/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/hundreds-of-arakanese-protest-icrc-distribution-of-aid-to-rohingya-ahead-of-repatriation.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/gulf/2018/09/10/Kosovo-suspends-Qatar-Charity-operations-amid-conflicts-of-interest-.html
http://sn4hr.org/blog/category/report/monthly-reports/violations-against-health-sector/
https://smartnews-agency.com/ar/wires/323629/
https://smartnews-agency.com/ar/wires/323629/
https://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/IDF-ends-Good-Neighbor-humanitarian-aid-program-for-Syrian-civilians-567161
https://www.acleddata.com/data/
https://smartnews-agency.com/ar/wires/328397/%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B0-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%B2%D9%87%D8%A7
https://www.acleddata.com/data/
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24 September 2018: In Hammadi area, Al Hudaydah governorate, Houthi militiamen forced themselves into 
a WFP compound containing a warehouse and administrative office. The perpetrators searched through the 
organisation’s documents and attempted to breach the compound’s wall in order to turn it into a barracks 
for their militia. No further details specified. Source: Almasdar Online  

 
The Americas 
Nicaragua 
01 September 2018: The Nicaraguan government expelled a UN human rights team from Nicaragua 
following the publication of a report about the state’s violent repression of opposition protests. Source: AP 
 

 

Aid workers killed, kidnapped and arrested in selected countries in 2018 
 

 

SiND Aid Worker KKA 2018 
  Number of reported aid workers affected  

(January-September 2018) 

Killed Kidnapped Arrested 

Afghanistan 12 14 2 

CAR 8 3 0 

DRC 4 27 1 

Iraq 0 0 0 

Mali 1 6 0 

Nigeria 4 3 0 

Somalia 5 6 1 

South Sudan 12 36 36 

Syria 62 6 4 

Yemen 5 14 2 

Other countries 13 12 85 

TOTAL 126 127 131 

 
The countries have been selected by Reliefweb.  
This KKA data is updated each month to include backdated reports identified in open-sources and shared 
by Aid in Danger partner agencies. It is available on HDX Insecurity Insight and Reliefweb Crisis App Data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://almasdaronline.com/articles/158691
https://apnews.com/2c4e70ea9d2c410b823488c28c795a53
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/reliefweb-crisis-app-data
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This document is part of the Aid in Danger project. It is published by Insecurity Insight and funded and 
supported by USAID through Save the Children US. 
 

                                                 
                                                    

                                                            

 

INSECURITY INSIGHT WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE EUROPEAN INTERAGENCY SECURITY FORUM (EISF) AND THEIR 

MEMBERS.  

 

 

INSECURITY INSIGHT IS A MEMBER OF 

                                                                     
                
 

ALL AID IN DANGER REPORTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DOWNLOAD ON RELIEFWEB AND ON H2H 

                         

 

SELECTIVE DATASETS AND QUICK CHARTS ARE AVAILABLE ON HDX INSECURITY INSIGHT 

 

 
1 The AWSD database does not include the names of individual victims or the agencies affected by an incident. This is done in 
consideration of the victims and their families who may not wish to have the names publicised in this format and to afford equal 
respect to the many victims for whom this information is not available. 
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