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Security Incidents and Access Constraints 
 

Africa  
Central African Republic 
06-07 April 2018: In Bria city, Haute-Kotto prefecture, unidentified 
armed men forcibly entered the Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) base, 
threatened members of the team present on site, and stole medical 
goods. On 09 April, MSF decided to partially suspend activities in Bria 
for an indefinite period. On 16 April, the organisation resumed its 
external consultations. Source: RJDH  

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
17 April 2018: The Congolese government declared that it will set up a 
‘Humanitarian Fund Management Agency’ that will manage, monitor, 
and effectively hand the DRC government total control of all 
international humanitarian funds in the country. Sources: Integrated 
Regional Information Networks (IRIN) and Reuters  

18 April 2018: Congolese security officials have interfered in an 
unspecified manner with a UN experts’ investigation into the killings of 
two UN sanctions monitors in 2017. Source: Reuters 

21 April 2018: In Aru city, Ituru district, Orientale province, at an INGO 
compound, two unarmed security guards were administered an 
unknown drug to incapacitate them and facilitate a break-in into three 
different INGO offices on the compound. The perpetrators stole 
vehicles and laptops. Both security guards required medical attention. 
Source: AWSD 

Mali 
11 April 2018: In Timbuktu region, unidentified armed individuals 
hijacked a Red Cross vehicle whilst it was en route between Fatakara 
village and Goundam town. The vehicle was recovered a few hours 
later after intervention by the Coordination of Azawad Movements 
(CMA). Source: aBamako 

16 April 2018: In Gao region, unidentified armed men hijacked a vehicle 
belonging to the international NGO Action Against Hunger on the axis 
of Tessit-Keygourutane, robbing occupants of their phones, and forcing 
them to walk home. Source: aBamako 
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17 April 2018: Update: Four staff members from the NGO Amarad, kidnapped by armed men in Dialloubé last 
22 March, have been released unharmed. Source: aBamako 

Niger 
11 April 2018: In Ayorou town, Tillabéri region, a group of armed men on motorcycles attacked one German 
and four Nigerien aid workers travelling in a vehicle belonging to the German NGO Help. The perpetrators set 
the vehicle on fire and kidnapped the German aid worker before heading toward the Nigerien-Malian border. 
Sources: BBC, RFI and VOA News 

South Sudan 
07 April 2018: In Rubkona county, Northern Liech state, unidentified gunmen fired at a vehicle marked with 
logos of the Catholic Organization for Relief and Development Aid as it travelled on a road near Bentiu town, 
killing one aid worker on board. Source: Reuters 

07 April 2018: In Bentiu town, Rubkona county, Northern Liech state, unidentified perpetrators robbed at 
gunpoint an unspecified number of CARE International staff. Source: Reuters 

07 April 2018: On the road between Nhialdiu and Bentiu, Unity state, an NGO worker was shot and killed in 
an ambush on his vehicle by armed men. The aid worker was reportedly returning to base from field training. 
Source: ASWD 

08 April 2018: In Mayendit town, Unity state, a national NGO aid worker was killed in a crossfire incident 
during clashes between local youths. Source: ASWD 

10 April 2018: In Leer county, Western Upper Nile state, unidentified gunmen fired gunshots inside an 
International Committee of the Red Cross and Red Crescent (ICRC) field base, causing minor injuries to an ICRC 
guard and prompting the organisation to evacuate eight staff to Juba. Sources: East Afrika Daily, Radio 
Tamazuj and Reuters  

11 April 2018: Update: In Lainya county, Yei River state, opposition forces loyal to rebel leader Riek Machar 
declared that they had abducted seven South Sudanese aid workers from the South Sudanese NGO South 
Sudan Health Association (SSUHA) and confiscated three of their vehicles last 25 March. The opposition forces 
accused the organisation of containing government spies. The victims were released on 15 April, upon the 
orders of Machar. Sources: Radio Tamazuj (a), Radio Tamazuj (b), Reuters (a) and Reuters (b) 

17 April 2018: In Yei River state, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry warned that it will take legal action 
against NGOs supplying farmers with poor quality seeds. Source: Radio Tamazuj 

18 April: In Guit county, Northern Liech state, opposition forces loyal to rebel leader Riek Machar detained 
two aid workers from the NGO Concern, and another from Cordaid, allegedly for security purposes. Source: 
Radio Tamazuj 

24 April 2018: In Mundri town, Equatoria state, 10 unidentified armed men stopped an MSF convoy and 
physically assaulted the team, took their personal belongings along with medical supplies and other MSF 
property. The team had been delivering healthcare to remote areas of the town. This attack forced MSF to 
cease operating its mobile clinics in the area until safe access to the isolated communities could be assured 
by all armed actors. Sources: MSF and Sudan Tribune 

24 April 2018: In Lwoki, Nyori region, armed perpetrators shot at a private vehicle killing the driver, and a 
passenger from an INGO who was reporting back to his duty station. Source: AWSD 

25 April 2018: In Yei state, an unidentified armed group kidnapped a team of 10 South Sudanese aid workers 
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while they were en-route from Yei to Tore. Those kidnapped included an aid worker from the UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), two from the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), one 
from the South Sudanese Development Organisation, two from ACROSS, three from Plan International, and 
one from Action Africa Help. The motivation for the kidnapping remains unknown. On 30 April, the victims 
were released and transferred to Juba after the perpetrators confirmed their identities as representatives of 
aid organisations. Sources: Al Jazeera, Devex, ICRC, OCHA, Radio Tamazuj, Reuters, The New York Times (a) 
and The New York Times (b) 

26 April 2018: In Leer county, Western Upper Nile state, unidentified perpetrators killed a South Sudanese aid 
worker and a community volunteer from the NGO Medair. No further information available. Source: Radio 
Tamazuj 

26 April 2018: In Nyandong, Gandor, Jonglei state, an NGO community-based volunteer, working in Gandor 
clinic in Southern Lietch, was killed by gunfire. No further information is available. Source: AWSD 

26 April 2018: In Padeah, Unity state, an NGO staff member was shot and killed by government forces killed 
when returning to his clinic after having to evacuate the town earlier in the day due to armed conflict between 
SPLA and armed opposition groups. Source: AWSD 

Sudan 
11 April 2018: The Sudanese government continues to subject aid organisations to numerous bureaucratic 
impediments and to prevent them from travelling to rebel-held areas in Blue Nile and South Kordofan states 
despite taking measures to ease restrictions on humanitarian operations six months after US sanctions were 
lifted. Source: IRIN 

20 April 2018: In Abyei, Taalei-Mabek area, an INGO driver was killed, and three aid workers injured when 
they were attacked by armed men, suspected to be Misseriya. The team was on a vaccination campaign. The 
injured aid workers were taken to a hospital in Abyei and then evacuated to an INGO hospital in Agok. Source: 
AWSD 

Asia and Pacific 
Afghanistan 
30 April 2018: In Kabul, Islamic State a suicide bomber detonated an explosive device during the morning rush 
in Shash Darak area. 40 minutes later, a second suicide bomber detonated himself, targeting the emergency 
medical workers and journalists who had arrived near the scene of the first blast. Sources: Al Jazeera, Reuters 
and The New York Times 

Bangladesh 
13 April: In Kazir Deuri area, Chittagong city, district and division, the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) arrested 
seven members of the newly formed militant group Deen Force Extreme and one an ICRC field officer for 
trying to conduct ‘subversive activities’ in the Hafez Mohammad Waqf Stand Mosque area. The RAB team also 
seized jihadi books, three laptops and two motorcycles from their possession. Source: Dhaka Tribune 

Myanmar  
05 April 2018: In Kayin state, a male NGO volunteer was shot and killed by a Burmese soldier while returning 
home on the back of a motorbike from a meeting to help organize aid relief for displaced villagers. Source: 
AWSD 

30 April 2018: In Kachin state, clashes between the Burmese military and the insurgent Kachin Independence 
Army have been hindering humanitarian access to civilians trapped in conflict-ridden villages. Source: Reuters 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/04/raises-alarm-fate-missing-aid-convoy-south-sudan-180426153622346.html
https://www.devex.com/news/attacks-on-aid-workers-health-facilities-leave-millions-in-south-sudan-without-care-report-finds-92633
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/south-sudan-icrc-facilitates-safe-return-10-aid-workers-abducted-last-week
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SS_20180430_HC_Press_Release_AidWorkers_Freed_Final.pdf
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/10-aid-workers-have-gone-missing-in-yei-rive-state-un-says
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Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
05 April 2018: In Tari city, Tari-Pori district, Hela province, an outbreak of violence has prevented the UN, and 
other unspecified NGOs, from implementing humanitarian activities in the area, prompting the UN to relocate 
12 non-essential relief workers to other locations. Source: The Guardian 

07 April 2018: In Nipa town, Southern Highlands region, a UN convoy was attacked, and one international staff 
member was injured when a rock smashed the rear window of the vehicle. A bullet also punctured the 
vehicle's tyre, but they were able to continue to their destination, Mendi town, where the aid worker received 
treatment. The convoy had been a mix of government partners, the UN and it was escorted by police and the 
military. Source: ASWD 

13 April 2018: In Tari city, Tari-Pori district, Hela province, five assailants armed with shotguns and machetes 
assaulted a team of eight Papuan aid workers, including five PNG Red Cross staffers, hitting one of them with 
a machete, and robbing them of their clothing and possessions. Source: The Guardian 

14 April 2018: In Southern Highlands province, on the way to Mendi city, Mendi-Munihu district, unidentified 
perpetrators attacked a UNICEF convoy with rocks, severely damaging a governmental security escort vehicle, 
and slightly injuring a UNICEF doctor in the shoulder and head. Source: The Guardian 

Middle-East and North Africa  
Libya 
05 April 2018: In Sabha city, Fezzan region, unspecified security issues prevented a UNHCR humanitarian 
convoy from reaching Murzuq and Oubari towns. Source: UNHCR 

Syrian Arab Republic 
31 March 2018: In Afrin city, Aleppo governorate, the opposition militia Sultan Murad Division arrested an aid 
worker and journalist from the Kurdish-Arab Relief Committee, whilst she was photo-documenting violations 
of international humanitarian and human rights law. She was transferred and detained at a Turkish military 
interrogation centre in Azaz city, Aleppo, and released on 27 April. Source: Frontline Defenders 

7 April 2018: In al Gharbi neighbourhood, Kafr Zita city, western Hama governorate, fixed-wing warplanes 
believed to be of Russian origin fired six missiles at Kafr Zita Specialized Hospital, destroying the building, its 
equipment and a nearby Syrian Civil Defence building. Source: SNHR 

17 April 2018: In Damascus, the Syrian government prevented the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) from visiting a nearby city, where an alleged chemical attack occurred in previous days, 
citing security concerns. Source: The New York Times 

17 April 2018: In Douma, Eastern Ghouta, Damascus, crowds gathered upon the arrival of a UN security team 
at Site 1, visiting ahead of a planned visit by inspectors from the OPCW, forcing the team to withdraw. Upon 
arrival at Site 2, unidentified perpetrators subjected the same team to small-weapons fire and detonated an 
explosive. The team returned to Damascus unharmed. Sources: Reuters, The New York Times and VOA News 

23 April 2018: In Damascus, Islamic State militants continues to prevent UNRWA from delivering aid to 
Yarmouk Palestinian refugee camp. Source: IRIN 

Yemen 
31 March 2018: In Al Hudaydah city and governorate, fire of unknown origin broke out at a World Food 
Programme (WFP)-run storage facility, destroying four warehouses holding 50 tonnes of food aid. Source: BBC 

05 April 2018: The UN is stepping up its inspections of ships bringing humanitarian aid to Yemen to ensure 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/05/papua-new-guinea-earthquake-un-pulls-out-aid-workers-from-violence-hit-region
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-43606207
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that no military items are being smuggled and to speed up the delivery of desperately-needed relief supplies. 
Source: Reuters 

21 April 2018: On the outskirts of Taiz city and governorate, unidentified gunmen ambushed an ICRC vehicle 
and shot the head of the ICRC’s detention programme in Yemen whilst he was en route to visit a prison. His 
colleagues remained unharmed, but the victim succumbed to his wounds later in hospital. Source: ICRC 

The Americas 
Brazil 
14 April 2018: In Tome-Açu municipality, Pará state, unidentified perpetrators shot and killed a land rights 
activist in an Amazon rural area, raising concerns of increased violence tied to property disputes. The victim 
had been the subject of lawsuits filed by palm oil company Biopalma da Amazonia SA, a subsidiary of giant 
mining company Vale. Source: VOA News 

Honduras 
03 April 2018: The United States (US) President threatened on Twitter to cut aid to Honduras and the North 
American Free Trade Agreement in response to a caravan carrying some 1,500 migrants, mostly Hondurans, 
which plans to enter California state via Mexico. Source: La Prensa 
 

 

Incidents Affecting Peacekeeping  
 

Africa  
Central African Republic 
31 March 2018: In Bangui, an unidentified armed group attacked Portuguese peacekeepers on a UN mission 
routine patrol; however, there were no casualties. Source: The Portugal News  

02-03 April 2018: In Tagbara village, Ouaka prefecture, clashes between Anti-balaka fighters and personnel 
from the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA) led 
to the injury of 11 Mauritanian peacekeepers, and the death of one more. Sources: aBangui, Réseau des 
Journalistes pour les Droits de l'Homme (RJDH) and Voice of America (VOA) News 

08 April 2018: In Bangui, Ex-Seleka militias clashed with MINUSCA personnel and domestic security forces as 
the latter launched a joint security operation in the PK5 neighbourhood. 11 peacekeepers and 20 civilians and 
fighters were injured, and one civilian was killed. Source: WTAQ   

08-09 April 2018: In Bangui, Ex-Seleka fighters on motorbikes attacked the Egyptian and Jordanian MINUSCA 
base, leading to an exchange of gunfire. This incident led to the injury of 50 unspecified individuals, and the 
death of three more. Sources: La Nouvelle Tribune, Reuters and Radio France Internationale (RFI)  

10 April 2018: In Bangui, armed criminals attacked MINUSCA personnel in area KM5, wounding eight Rwandan 
peacekeepers and killing one more. Sources: RJDH and The New Times 

11 April 2018: In Bangui, hundreds of demonstrators staged a protest and laid 17 corpses in front of the 
MINUSCA headquarters, claiming that the bodies belonged to innocent civilians killed in clashes between UN 
troops and armed groups. The UN denies the claim, stating instead that the dead were criminals who had 
targeted peacekeepers and Central African soldiers. Sources: BBC and Reuters  

13 April 2018: In Bangui, gendarmerie based at a checkpoint in the entrance of area KM5 arrested a Gabonese 
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https://www.voanews.com/a/land-activist-and-descendat-of-slaves-slain-in-brazil/4353427.html
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http://wtaq.com/news/articles/2018/apr/08/one-killed-dozens-wounded-in-clashes-in-central-african-republic/
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https://lanouvelletribune.info/2018/04/centrafrique-la-minusca-attaquee-non-loin-de-la-residence-du-president-touadera/
https://af.reuters.com/article/africaTech/idAFKBN1HG1ZL-OZATP?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews
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http://rjdh.org/centrafrique-la-minusca-demande-une-cessation-immediate-des-hostilites-au-km5/
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peacekeeper for attempting to illegally sell war ammunition to armed groups. Source: RJDH 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
03 April 2018: Following the adoption of a unanimous resolution by the UN Security Council on 27 March 
authorising the UN Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) 
to remain in the DRC until 31 March 2019, the Congolese government announced that it wants the MONUSCO 
to leave the country in 2020. Source: Journal du Cameroun and UN News 

Mali 
05 April 2018: In Kidal town, cercle and region, unidentified perpetrators fired shells toward a Chadian and 
Bangladeshi base of the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), wounding 
an unspecified number of peacekeepers and killing two more. Source: Bamada 

11 April 2018: In Gao, two unidentified gunmen opened fire on a MINUSMA vehicle, injuring a Nigerien 
peacekeeper, who later succumbed to his wounds. Source: aNiamey 

11 April 2018: In Gao city and region, Tarkint area, armed individuals attacked a MINUSMA team on a supply 
mission, killing at least six civilians and wounding two more. The driver of the convoy remains missing. Source: 
Mali Web  

12 April 2018: In Gao, MINUSMA personnel and other unspecified forces broke into and ransacked the office 
of the NGO Tassagh. Subsequently, they raided the private residence of the NGO’s representative. This 
incident prompted the Regional Coordination of NGO Actions of Gao to hold a sit-in in front of the attacked 
office on 16 April, demanding that the Malian government open an investigation into the case. Sources: 
aBamako (a) and aBamako (b)  

14 April 2018: In Timbuktu city, unidentified armed individuals attacked an Ivorian MINUSMA base using two 
vehicles: one exploded outside and one inside the camp. Source: APA News 

14 April 2018: In Timbuktu, unidentified perpetrators disguised as peacekeepers on board booby-trapped 
vehicles – one bearing the colours of the Malian Armed Forces, and the other featuring the UN symbol – 
infiltrated the base of MINUSMA and Operation Barkhane. The first vehicle exploded, before being followed 
by shooting and a mortar attack. This assault caused the death of one Burundian peacekeeper, the injury of 
seven French soldiers, and an unspecified number of MINUSMA personnel. Sources: BBC, Daily Sabah, Juene 
Afrique I, Juene Afrique II and UN 

Somalia 
01 April 2018: In Lower Shabelle region, al Shabaab launched multiple coordinated attacks against African 
Union peacekeeping forces at three military bases and two Somali government outposts, killing at least 59 
Ugandan soldiers. The attacks started in Bulo Marer town, where the extremists detonated two car bombs 
outside an African Union (AU) base, destroying one AU vehicle and another belonging to the Somali 
government. al Shabaab militants then subsequently began firing from under the trees, killing dozens of 
peacekeepers. Source: The New York Times 

1 The AWSD database does not include the names of individual victims or the agencies affected by an 
incident. This is done in consideration of the victims and their families who may not wish to have the names 
publicised in this format and to afford equal respect to the many victims for whom this information is not 
available.  
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http://www.jeuneafrique.com/551612/politique/attaque-sans-precedent-contre-les-casques-bleus-et-les-forces-francaises-a-tombouctou/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=JAEco&utm_campaign=PostFBJAEco_15042018
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/551612/politique/attaque-sans-precedent-contre-les-casques-bleus-et-les-forces-francaises-a-tombouctou/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=JAEco&utm_campaign=PostFBJAEco_15042018
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/551634/politique/attaque-a-tombouctou-sept-blesses-francais-une-quinzaine-dassaillants-tues/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13298.doc.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/01/world/africa/somalia-shabab-african-union.html
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Aid workers killed, kidnapped and arrested in selected countries in 2018 
The countries have been selected by Reliefweb Crisis App 
 

KKA 2018 (SiND)                             
Number of reported aid workers affected                           
  Totals to date January February March April 
  Killed Kidnapped Arrested Killed Kidnapped Arrested Killed Kidnapped Arrested Killed Kidnapped Arrested Killed Kidnapped Arrested 

Afghanistan 4 1 2 4 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

CAR 5 2 0 0 1 0 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

DRC 4 3 1 0 0 0 2 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Iraq 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mali 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 

Nigeria 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 

Somalia 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

South Sudan 10 18 5 0 1 2 2 0 0 0 7 1 8 10 2 

Syria 40 0 3 3 0 1 14 0 0 23 0 1 0 0 1 

Yemen 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Other countries 8 9 30 0 4 8 0 0 14 5 4 7 3 1 1 

TOTAL 79 39 42 8 8 12 22 4 17 37 16 9 12 11 4 

 
 
 
 

http://labs.reliefweb.int/apps.html
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