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Tensions rise after the abduction of children – June was marked by a rise in Israeli military activity in the

West Bank following the disappearance of three Israeli teenagers who were hitchhiking in occupied territory

on 12 June. Nineteen days later the bodies of the three teenagers were found in shallow graves a few

kilometres from where they were abducted. Reports indicate they were murdered shortly after being taken.

While no organization claimed responsibility, the Israeli authorities attributed the act to a Hamas cell.

According to the UN (1, 2 and 3), during the search for the missing teenagers, the Israeli military conducted

widespread military operations across the West Bank in which at least six Palestinians were killed, 239

injured and 723 arrested. Shortly after the discovery of the bodies of the teens, Israeli forces evacuated the

families of the two individuals suspected of the killings from their respective apartments in Hebron city, and conducted explosions in

both of them, partially destroying the apartments. Six persons, including four children, relatives of the two alleged perpetrators were

consequently displaced. At the time of the explosions, neither suspect was in custody or convicted of an offence – a policy that has

been endorsed by Israel’s Supreme Court. On 2 July, a Palestinian teenager was abducted in East Jerusalem, beaten and burnt alive.

By 6 July the media was reporting that six Jewish extremists had been detained in connection with the revenge attack.

 

 

Women’s voices: On 24 June 2014, a mother describes how her house has been searched by Israeli

soldiers 15 times in two weeks and her husband’s work permit has been cancelled - Nahawand lives in

Halhul, near Hebron, with her husband and four children. “Because our neighbourhood is quite far from any

Israeli settlements it is generally a peaceful place to live. We hardly ever see Israeli soldiers around or

experience any trouble. However, two weeks ago our lives were turned upside down. Following the

disappearance of three Israeli teenagers on 12 June, soldiers started to conduct house-to-house searches in

our neighbourhood. Nearly all the houses in our area have been searched multiple times,” says Nahawand. Read more

 

 

Night raids in the West Bank continue – In June, the Israeli military entered the Palestinian town of Azzun

(population: 10,000) on 12 separate occasions, nine (75 per cent) of which occurred after midnight. The town

of Azzun is situated a few hundred metres away from the Israeli settlement of Ma’ale Shomeron (population:

600) which was established in 1980 in violation of international law. According to reports, Israeli soldiers

entered the village at night on nine separate occasions and conducted foot patrols, destroyed infrastructure

including electricity cables and water pipes on one occasion, conducted arrests on three occasions, blocked the

entrance to the town on four separate occasions and fired tear gas and rubber bullets on one occasion. The evidence indicates that

the Israeli military is systematically conducting night raids into Palestinian centres of population located near to settlements in order

to suppress the local civilian population.

 

 

Elderly US couple locked in their own home by Israeli soldiers - At 3:00 a.m. on 6 June, an elderly US couple

woke to the sound of loud banging on their front door. Sixty-seven year old Nijmeh and her 75-year-old

husband were born in the West Bank but have lived in the US for the past 45 years and hold US citizenship.

Every year they return to their hometown of Silwad, in the West Bank, for a few months to catch up with

relatives and enjoy the house they have built. “I knew it was Israeli soldiers because no one else knocks like

that in the middle of the night”, says Nijmeh. “My husband opened the door and there was a large group of

soldiers who barged in.” Read more
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Further examination of G4S under OECD guidelines - On 22 May 2014, the UK National Contact Point (NCP)

for the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises (the Guidelines) announced that it has decided to accept

for further examination some of the issues raised in a complaint lodged against the UK/Danish security

company, G4S, arising out of the provision of goods and services to Israeli prisons and checkpoints in Palestine

and Israel. The Guidelines provide, inter alia, that: “Enterprises should respect human rights, which means they

should avoid infringing on the human rights of others and should address adverse human rights impacts with

which they are involved.” This Initial Assessment process is to determine whether the issues raised merit further examination.

WCLAC provided testimonies in support of the complaint relating to difficulties facing Palestinian mothers wishing to visit sons

detained by the military authorities inside Israel.

 

 

WCLAC supports grass roots work in Tubas - The Tubas Charitable Society (TCS) was established in 1966

to provide charity work in the form of early childhood education and vocational rehabilitation for women in

knitting and embroidery to contribute to women’s economic empowerment; the organization became

successful and gained momentum, due to its grassroots approach, to the degree of extending its services not

only within the city’s boundaries, but to include the entire governorate. The Women’s Centrefor Legal Aid and

Counselling (WCLAC) felt it prudent to expand its base on the ground by maximizing the number of women

that receive legal advice and social counselling, particularly in the most marginalized, underserved and isolated areas in the northern

governorates of the West Bank. Read more

 

 

Women of Gaza: Photography by Tanya Habjouqa – “Gaza is a difficult place for women. The siege not only

affects the economy, but the most basic of dreams and space to simply be. 'Women of Gaza’ depicts a

different side of Gaza. Despite the devastation, a community spirit and elegance prevails. Life continues, and

so do the traditions and self-respect--a resistance to letting suffering be the standard definition. Women are

continuing to care for their families, strive for education, and pursue careers against the odds. How do the

women of the Gaza Strip bring up their families and attempt to live normal lives? This work goes beyond the

stereotypical depictions, exploring their lives as they work, rest, and seek moments of freedom wherever they can find it.”

Photographs

 

 

WLUML Launches Women’s Charters Book Free Online - Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) has

announced the online publishing of Women’s Charters and Declarations: Building Another World written by

Rashida Manjoo, the UN’s Special Rapporteur on violence against women. It is the first publication of its kind in

its collection and assessment of the charters and declarations of women’s groups. In the spirit of inclusive and

accessible knowledge production, WLUML has made the book available to all for free on their website as of

today. Outlining diverse case studies from around the globe, the book shows how women's charters and

declarations articulate a vision of a new world in which gender justice is a reality. The importance of this at the moment is high; while

discrepancies remain between international human rights standards and the realities on the group, these documents have the

potential to fill the gap by guiding policy makers toward adopting and implementing policies that work towards gender equality. Read

more
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