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Widespread civil unrest dom-
inated the beginning of the 
period, affecting all regional, 
and many provincial, centres.  
While the majority of these 
were benign, events in the 
North and South eclipsed the 
rest in both scope and vio-
lence.  The protests in Mazar,  
which directly affected UNA-
MA and claimed the lives of 
7 staff, were focused in their 
impact while those in Kanda-
har (occurring over 2 days) 
were more diffuse, though 
they did impact an INGO 
office.  Of note, public gath-
erings of this size are relative-
ly rare there, a reality that 
speaks to the prevailing insta-
bility’s affect on the popula-
tion.  It appears that both 
cases presented a clear align-
ment of goals between the 
public and opposition 
groups, a factor that was the 
key driver in how events un-
folded. 

The relocation (read: with-
drawal) of the small scale 
PRT contingent from Saman-
gan in the North went rela-
tively unnoticed (due to the 
events above) but is worth 
mentioning.  This occurred 
as a direct result of a govern-
ment/populace request and 
is noteworthy as it represents 
the first such case reported.  
It should also be noted that 
this move occurred outside 
the ‘transition’ framework 
and at present there is no 

information indicating 
whether that contingent will 
redeploy in the near term. 

Following a surprisingly 
kinetic March, April  trend-
ing indicates that this 
month will likely reach pari-
ty with last month, as well 
as surpass those volumes 
recorded in this period last 
year (see graph p.4).  As has 
been the case for most of 
2011, Helmand in the South 
is one of the key provinces 
driving these volumes, 
though Kunar and Khost in 
the East continue to post 
high figures as well.  Of 
note, Herat, Badghis and 
Farah in the West have also 
posted figures generally 
higher than most provinces 
in the Central and Northern 
Regions.   

Beyond the INGO office 
impacted in the recent civil 
unrest, there were three 
other NGO direct incidents 
this period.  In line with 
trends identified from the 
1st quarter, 2 of these oc-
curred in the East 
(Nangarhar, Kunar) with 
the final one from the 
North (Badakhshan).  Not 
only do these two regions 
regularly account for the 
highest countrywide per-
centages (see graph p.9), 
taking into account these 
latest events, Nangarhar 
and Badakhshan have rec-
orded the highest provincial 

NGO volumes this year, 
for 7 and 5 respectively.   

Suicide attacks were in the 
fore this period, with 2 
SVBIEDs, 5 BBIEDs, 
along with 2 complex at-
tacks that included multiple 
suicide attack vectors.  The 
Central, East and Southern 
Regions accounted for 3 
incidents each.  With the 
exception of the incident in 
Kunar (targeting a local 
leader with an anti-Taliban 
bent) these incidents exclu-
sively targeted security 
forces, both IMF and 
ANSF.  However, when 
unpacking the incidents, 
one sees a broad range of 
tactical goals, as well as 
varying degrees of tactical 
efficacy.  These included 
the specific targeting of 
individuals (Kandahar, 
Kunar); general targeting of 
security elements (Paktya, 
Laghman, Kabul); as well 
as the complex attacks 
whose ultimate goal was 
penetration of a secure 
facility in order to maxim-
ise casualties (Kandahar, 
Kabul).  While the long 
term suicide attack rate 
statistics indicate that the 
use of this tactic peaked in 
2007 (see graph on p.22), 
one should take into ac-
count the increasing use of 
multiple attackers in com-
plex attacks, a tactic less 
common during that time.  
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Network in this province, sugges-
tive of a cross-pollination of tacti-
cal knowledge between the two 
entities.  It also speaks to the col-
laborative approach the groups 
take in targeting efforts within the 
capital. 
This attack was only the first of 
three suicide attacks that occurred 
in Kabul this period.  On the 9th, 
a single BBIED detonated against 
an ANA shuttle bus, resulting in 
11 fatalities (7 ANA, 4 civilians) 
and late in the period, on the 14th, 
an SVBIED attacked the Musayi 
District ANP HQ which resulted 
in 3 ANP and 1 civilian killed.   
Overall, these attacks fall well 
within targeting norms for Kabul 
(all clear ‘hard’ security targets) 

Kabul was relatively unaffected by 
the widespread civil disorder that 
affected other area (to varying 
degrees) this period.  While nu-
merous small scale demonstra-
tions did occur, it is likely that the 
pervasive presence of security 
forces, as well as proximity to in-
fluential political structures man-
aged to mitigate the threat of vio-
lence. 
Due to the focus on, and  impact 
of, the events in other regions at 
the beginning of the period, a 
complex attack against an IMF 
facility on the Jalalabad Road went 
relatively unnoticed.  This attack, 
while claimed by the IEA, bore 
the hallmarks of tactics (i.e. SAF, 
multiple suicide attackers) utilised 
more commonly by the Haqqani 

and denote a reorientation following focus on 
softer, civilian targets in the opening months 
of the year.  As well, while the  compressed 
timing of 3 such events stands out against 
standard trending, it is unclear at this time if 
this period marks an outlier.  Besides logistical 
constraints,  there are consistent ANSF efforts 
to disrupt activities and this on-going pressure 
suggests that AOG would be unable to main-
tain such momentum over an extended period.  
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the Bad Pakh clearing operations; 
the ANA claimed the PSG and a 
number of other AOG members 
were captured, and an as yet un-
known number killed.  Also early 
in the period, IMF and ANA 
seized a cache of weapons and 
military uniforms during a search 
operation in Mahmud Raqi’s Shu-
khi area, while on the 8th in 
Nijrab’s Kafer Qala, an IMF air 
strike killed 13 AOG fighters.  
AOG activity summed to just 
three recorded incidents, one of 
which was perhaps a sign of fu-
ture AOG intent; in Nijrab’s 
Chokan Baz bazaar on the 13th, a 
BBIED operative riding a motor-
cycle had his vest prematurely 
detonate, killing him and mildly 
injuring 4 civilians.  In Alasay, 

Incident volumes in Kapisa were 
low during the period, with just 7 
recorded, including an absence of 
any AOG-initiated incident in 
Tagab.  This was unexpected, giv-
en the reported movement of 
AOG members into this area after 
IMF clearing operations occurred 
in Laghman’s Bad Pakh.  As well, 
last period’s SVBIED seemed to 
have initiated the start of the 
fighting season for the AOGs 
present in Tagab and this period 
was expected to see at least some 
significant clashes between AOGs 
and security forces.  However, 
IMF did conduct clearing opera-
tions in Alasay at the beginning of 
the period, reportedly killing 7, 
and the ANA conducted clearing 
operations in Tagab on the 12th 
in what was an auxiliary action to 

AOG fighters ambushed an IMF convoy in 
the Shirkhel area with SAF, which didn’t led to 
any reported casualties.  Also in Nijrab, ANP 
discovered a string of 4 IEDs on the main dis-
trict road in the Maiakhel area, which were 
later defused by IMF EOD.  Again, this very 
low volume of AOG-initiated incidents was 
surprising, and it may be the case as in Lagh-
man that AOGs have opted to wait for IMF 
and ANA operations to end before they 
launch their campaign in full earnest.  
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ANSF/IMF patrols.  For instance, 
on 1st of April in Saydan area of 
Charkh District, two ANP ser-
vicemen were wounded when an 
IED struck an ANP patrol. On 
the 11th, one IMF vehicle was 
damaged in an IED strike that 
occurred in Momen Village of 
Baraki Barak.  Nonetheless, an 
increase in IED emplacement 
frequently involves an increase 
threat of collateral involvement 
for locals as well as for NGOs 
operating in the area.  This was 
underlined on 13th of April in 
Safid Village of Khushi District, 
when a roadside IED detonated 
targeting a local tractor, killing 
one civilian and wounding anoth-
er two.   
This observed increase in IED 
emplacement most likely repre-
sents the AOG answer to a robust 
level of ANSF/IMF operations 
conducted across the province, 
and should be taken into consid-
eration by NGOs active in the 
area.  Indeed, ANSF/IMF opera-
tions represented nine incidents 

In early April the level of AOG 
activity recorded in Logar re-
mained relatively constant as com-
pared to the previous report.  
Among 19 security incidents re-
ported from the province in the 
past two weeks nine were AOG 
initiated.  This reporting period 
AOG were particularly active in 
Puli Alam and Muhammad Agha, 
and to a lesser extent in Charkh 
and Baraki Barak districts.  Am-
bushes on IMF convoys took 
place in Puli Alam and Charkh.  
In the latter district, on 8th of 
April in Naw Shahr area, two IMF 
soldiers were wounded along with 
three civilians following an AOG 
attack.  Whereas AOG armed at-
tacks slightly decreased in the past 
two weeks with five such occur-
rences, IED emplacement seems 
to be on the rise with four such 
events (in comparison to two inci-
dents reported in the previous 
report).  During this cycle, three 
out of four reported devices deto-
nated.  It appears that the main 
AOG targets remain security forc-
es with two strikes targeting 

recorded during the present cycle.  These were 
focused on Puli Alam, Muhammad Agha, 
Baraki Barak and Charkh.  In the two latter 
districts, probably in relation to this increasing 
threat, two reported operations targeted sus-
pected an IED ring.  Apart from IED em-
placement, AOG active in the province at-
tempted to counter ANSF/IMF operations by 
launching attacks on telephone company an-
tennas.  Although such actions are believed to 
slow down the pace of military operations, in 
reality they affect the everyday life of civilians 
and often encounter inhabitants’ opposition.  
This period a telephone antenna was destroyed 
in Zarghon Shahr of Muhammad Agha with a  
second incident taking place in Puli Alam, Pad-
khawab area, where AOG destroyed two tele-
communication antennas.  This time locals 
attempted to intervene in order to protect the 
antennas and AOG opened fire, injuring one 
civilian. 
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the main Kabul-Ghazni Road.  
Whereas AOG direct attacks con-
ducted across the province 
claimed the life of one ANP (in 
Maydan Shahr) and resulted in 
injury of one IMF soldier in 
Saydabad, a total of five AOG 
members were reported to have 
been killed in ANSF/IMF return 
fire during two separate incidents.  
In addition to these incidents, 
AOG carried out an attempted 
killing of an ANA soldier in which 
the victim was shot and injured 
while on his way home in Sultan 
Khel Area of Saydabad District.  
The said district also experienced 
the sole IDF reported this period, 
when a rocket impacted in the 
vicinity of an IMF base in the 
DAC area. 
NGOs should note that IED de-
ployment has increased across the 
province with six reported inci-
dents (both detonations and dis-
posals) and was concentrated in 
Saydabad (3), Chaki Wardak (2) 
and in Maydan Shahr, where an 
IED was located in Qalai Faizo 
Area.  Three devices detonated all 

Wardak remains the most volatile 
province within Central Region, 
although the overall volume of 
recorded incidents is relatively low 
with 25 security events in the past 
two weeks.  The level of AOG 
activity has decreased slightly 
when compared to the previous 
period and represented 52 % of all 
security incidents.  In regard to 
geographical distribution, AOGs 
were active in Chaki Wardak, 
Maydan Shahr and Jaghatu.  The 
core of AOG activity was focused 
on the traditionally unstable 
Saydabad District.  The latter dis-
trict experienced almost 77 % of 
all AOG related incidents (10 out 
of 13), which took the form of 
direct attacks, IED strikes, target-
ed killings and also indirect fire.  
It should be noted that direct at-
tacks again constituted the prima-
ry type of AOG incidents record-
ed throughout the province.  
Saydabad saw several AOG am-
bushes on ANSF/IMF patrols 
with a noteworthy incident occur-
ring on 10th April, when AOG 
attacked a joint ANSF/IMF pa-
trol in Gulab Tangi Area, along 

in Sayadab with two IED strikes against securi-
ty targets (IMF and PSC vehicles), nonetheless 
underlining the risk of collateral involvement.  
On 13 of April, in Aka Khel Village, following 
an IED attack targeting a PSC vehicle, one 
local civilian was killed and another two were 
wounded.   
AOG attempts to disturb movement along 
Kabul-Ghazni Highway has continued this 
reporting period with a roadside IED detona-
tion hitting an IMF vehicle in Tangi Area.  Fi-
nally, still in Sayadab, the AOG intimidation 
campaign manifested itself with an IED em-
placed inside a primary school in Haidarkhel 
Area.  
IMF/ANSF operations recorded during this 
cycle were focused on Maydan Shahr, Sayda-
bad, Nirkh and Chaki Wardak which netted a 
total of nine AOG and a quantity of weapons 
and ammunition.  
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Khel, with one additional incident 
that took place in Char Bagh area 
of Ghorband.  In regards to IED 
emplacement this period, a road-
side IED was located and defused 
on the main Sayyad-Bagram Road 
in the area of Qalandar Khil Vil-
lage.  
Apart from IEDs, the province 
saw two incidents related to indi-
rect fire.  On 6th of April, three 
rockets impacted in the vicinity of 
the Kohi Safi DAC, which marks 
the first IDF strike to occur in the 
area since 31st December 2010.  
Although the incident represents 
the first attack to occur this year, 
the Kohi Safi DAC experienced 
seven IDF incidents throughout 
2010.  The second IDF incident 
was reported on the 3rd, when 
two rockets detonated in Jangal 
Bagh Area of Chaharikar District.  
As is frequently the case in the 
area, the intended target was an 
IMF base.  In addition, a close-
range attack was reported in Sa-
lang District when, on April 4th  
in Puli Salah Khan area where a 
purported AOG attacked with 

The overall rate of security inci-
dents recorded in Parwan was in 
line with the previous report.  In 
the last two weeks a total of 13 
incidents were reported through-
out the province. AOG activity 
was limited, with only three inci-
dents recorded in Chaharikar, 
Kohi Safi and of note Salang, and 
remained confined to indirect fire, 
IED emplacement and a close-
range attack.  
The pattern of IED emplacement 
along the Kabul-Bamyan Highway 
that had already been observed in 
the last reporting period has con-
tinued throughout the present 
cycle.  After the discovery of two 
RCIEDs in Puli Zangab,Shinwari 
(noted in previous report), on 
13th of April ANSF located a fur-
ther four RCIEDs which were 
emplaced in the Darazgerd Area 
of Shinwari along the said high-
way.  The incident represents the 
fourth IED discovery reported 
this year.  
Three out of four incidents were 
recorded in Shinwari, nominally in 
Puli Zangab, Darazgerd and Sufi 

SAF an IMF contracted logistical vehicle 
which was travelling on the main Kabul - 
Mazar Highway.  This incident is highly unusu-
al as there is no known AOG presence in the 
district (the most recent recorded incidents 
related to the presence of armed groups were 
reported in the district in 2008).  Therefore, it 
remains to be seen whether the attack is an 
isolated event or if it marks a new pattern in 
AOG activity (given the area there is a possi-
bility of AOG influx from neighbouring 
Baghlan).  
On the ANSF/IMF side, three evidenced op-
erations were conducted in Chaharikar, Kohi 
Safi and Bagram districts.  These operations 
were mainly focalized on drug related issues.  
Nonetheless, a notable joint action was report-
ed on 8th April, where ANSF/IMF killed two 
AOG members in Pacha Khak Village of Kohi 
Safi District.  
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digm has shifted, but just how 
much is more difficult to discern.  
The GOA’s strong control over 
Mazar has been key to the city’s 
stability and, up until this time, no 
AOGs had been able to success-
fully conduct significant opera-
tions within the city.  While all 
signs point to a speedy return to 
GOA control, with the window 
for catching the city off-guard 
closing rapidly, local perceptions 
on security have nonetheless been 
shaken.  It is now clear that 
Mazar—much like the rest of the 
country—is not beyond the reach 
of dedicated actors.   
This is not the first time that an 
IO has been targeted—it most 
notably occurred in the October 
2009 attack on an IO guesthouse 
in Kabul—and it remains likely 
that IOs involved in governance 
will continue to be considered 
“legitimate targets” in the eyes of 
AOGs, despite the fact that many 
play a more humanitarian role.  
Thus far, these attacks have oc-
curred infrequently and NGOs, 
which are considerably softer tar-
gets, have not as a policy been 
targeted in the same way. 
Strong GOA control should con-
tinue to make Mazar one of the 
safer operating areas in the coun-
try for the time being, as the Gov-
ernment seeks to prove that what 
happened was an outlier.  Howev-
er, it is likely that tensions will 
linger on all sides, because civil-
ians, internationals, and the GOA 
have all been affected by these 
events.  While AOGs may no 
longer  cons ider  the c i ty 

The most significant occurrence 
in Balkh this year, and arguably 
the highest profile incident for the 
Northern Region, was the attack 
which took place on the UNAMA 
compound during an April 1st 
demonstration in Mazar-e Sharif 
City.  The incident—which has 
been widely reported on—
occurred when a dedicated exter-
nal element used a planned 
demonstration against the burning 
of the Quran to force their entry 
into the UNAMA compound, 
where they killed 3 UN interna-
tional staff members and 4 Nepali 
Gurhkas serving as guards.  5 de-
monstrators were also killed as the 
ANP worked to regain control of 
the demonstration.  In total, an 
additional 1 UN staff member and 
21 demonstrators were injured, 
along with 27 reported arrests.  
Following the incident, pervasive 
reports of night letters, threaten-
ing phone calls, possible follow-
up demonstrations in Mazar, and 
the potential for violence during 
other demonstrations throughout 
the North shaped the atmosphere 
within this province.  The region 
collectively braced for a new 
round of “unplanned” demonstra-
tions following Friday Prayers on 
April 8th while GOA elements 
made it clear that demonstrations 
could only be held—when at all—
in Mosques or other enclosed are-
as, however, no further demon-
stration violence occurred region-
wide.  Following these events, the 
impact it has had on the security 
paradigm for the NGO communi-
ty remained in question. 
On the surface, the security para-

“untouchable,” it will remain—as it has in the 
past—difficult for external actors to success-
fully conduct attacks there.  The situation re-
mains fluid, and regular reassessments will be 
required.  
Flying under the radar of the above issues, but 
of immediate impact to communities that use 
the main Mazar - Shibirghan road regularly, the 
road west of Mazar began to show signs of a 
significant decline in security—long expected 
after multiple reports of AOGs operating 
openly in Chimtal and Chahar Bolak—with 4 
incidents taking place on this road between 
March 31st and April 10th.  The pattern has 
followed a steady escalation, moving from 
RPG rounds shot at an ANP Checkpoint in 
Balkh on the 31st, to an attack by armed men 
on motorcycles against a vehicle transporting a 
prisoner for medical services on the 4th, to a 
full scale attack on an ANP checkpoint on the 
8th, and culminating in the attempt to set up 
an illegal checkpoint on the 10th.  All of these 
incidents have occurred in or around the Cha-
har Bolak/Balkh border, and all of them after 
1700 hours. 
Lastly, in a district that is showing signs of be-
coming a transport hub for AOGs moving to 
and from Dari Suf Payin District in Samangan 
Province, a private vehicle carrying a former 
Jihadi commander was ambushed in Sholgara 
on April 1st, killing the 6 inhabitants of the 
vehicle.  While Sholgara and Kishinidh appear 
to remain without a dedicated AOG presence 
for the time being, it has become increasingly 
apparent that AOGs are operating in them 
with increasing regularity.  
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od of heightened tension—the 
result of widespread reporting 
about the potential for follow-up 
attacks to the incident in Mazar 
on the 1st—was likely the reason 
for a misunderstanding which 
took place early in the morning on 
April 7th, when there was a brief 
confrontation—including the dis-
charge of a small amount of SAF 
(resulting in no injuries)—when 
NDS refused to allow an ANA 
unit to proceed through a check-
point.   
There is little doubt that the on-
slaught of IMF operations to-
wards the end of 2010 and the 
beginning of 2011 took a signifi-
cant toll on the province’s physi-
cal presence of AOGs.  This is 
likely why Takhar has shown signs 
of less insecurity than predicted.  
As AOGs rebuild their founda-
tion in Kunduz, they may draw 
back in satellite areas to which 
they had previously spread (such 

Although suffering a noteworthy 
37 security incidents this reporting 
period, Kunduz witnessed no 
demonstrations, no spectacular 
events and, generally speaking, 
remained relatively quieter than 
many of the other hot spots in the 
country.  With the period’s 6 sepa-
rate IED detonations, and the 
discovery and disposal of a further 
15 IEDs, this lull should not be 
confused with any notion that 
security has improved.  It has 
stagnated for a moment, with 
multiple reports from reliable 
sources contending that this is a 
mere lull in a province which re-
mains likely the main objective of 
AOG operations in the North.   
As ANSF and ANP checkpoints 
were reinforced, and demonstra-
tions were disallowed, tensions 
remained high in Kunduz City, 
which has already seen significant 
violence throughout the first quar-
ter of the year.  A prolonged peri-

as Takhar) to refocus their efforts on the main 
objective (Kunduz). 
Despite the large number of incidents, few 
stood out as exceptional in a reporting period 
that saw the regular cast of characters, with 
IED explosions, IMF operations (such as the 
one in Imam Sahib on the 1st, which resulted 
in the death of 2 AOG and the capture of 11 
more in Mullah Afghan Village), and general 
violence, such as an incident that also took 
place in Imam Sahib on the 1st, in Dasht 
Abdan Village, when a fight erupted between 2 
local tribes over pasture land that resulted in 
injuries to 30 people.  Although the lull was 
likely appreciated by the many in the province, 
including ANP forces recently depleted of 
their leadership, the general feeling is that this 
will not last beyond the short term. 
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eration, further fuelling the exist-
ing tensions. 
With a sub-plot of internal dis-
putes between a number of politi-
cal parties, tensions grew and 
eventually led to the temporary 
relocation of many internationals 
prior to a funeral for the ANBP 
policeman on April 8th that 
turned into a short demonstration 
against the operation that led to 
his death, as the body of the po-
liceman was presented at May-
mana Park.  
While no large scale demonstra-
tion has yet to materialize, ten-
sions remain high, which was like-
ly the reason behind the shooting 
of 3 IMF soldiers as they worked 
on a detail outside of the PRT on 
the 10th.  Reports indicate that 
the soldiers were shot at from one 
of the surrounding buildings, alt-
hough no arrests have been made.  
All 3 sustained injuries, but none 
were killed. 
Although anecdotal reports sug-
gest that relations between the 
PRT and the community remain 
stressed, this has not necessarily 
created a prolonged effect on the 
NGO community.  Despite the 
fact that reports surfaced of 4 ci-
vilians being killed during an air-
strike in Bilcharagh on the 11th, 
the latest in a widely publicized 
and heavily criticized series of 
civilian casualties, the internation-
al community is funneling back 

Besides Mazar-e Sharif itself, no 
province in the North was more 
affected by the events that oc-
curred during the April 1st 
Demonstration (profiled in the 
Balkh section) than Maymana.  As 
demonstrations against the burn-
ing of the Quran began on the 1st 
in Mazar and Shibirghan, some of 
the leaders in the province began 
to plan for a demonstration to be 
held in Maymana Park—located 
directly across from the UNAMA 
compound—shortly after. 
When the planned demonstration 
on Sunday April 3rd resulted in 
too small a turnout, elders in the 
community rescheduled it for 
Monday the 4th, when more indi-
viduals would be in town from 
satellite districts, since Mondays 
and Thursdays are “Bazaar Day.” 
Although a demonstration never 
materialized on the 4th, that day 
an ANBP policeman shot and 
killed 2 IMF soldiers—for reasons 
unknown—in broad daylight 
(1100) as they attended an ANBP 
training facility.  The ANBP po-
liceman fled, but was killed in a 
subsequent IMF operation on the 
night of the 6th/dawn of the 7th.  
He was reportedly found in the 
home of a village elder, whose 
sons were accused of hiding him 
in a village in Eastern Maymana 
District.  The sons were taken 
into custody as rumors began to 
spread about throughout the com-
munity as to the nature of the op-

into Maymana. 
It is worth noting that Maymana sits not far 
from known AOG strongholds of Qaysar, 
Almar, and Ghormach to the West, and Bil-
charagh and the Tri-Provincial Area (including 
known AOG strongholds of Qush Tepa and 
Darzab in Jawzjan and Sayyad in Sar-e Pul) to 
the east, so while it has remained under strong 
GOA control, the possibility of an influx of 
external actors wishing to capitalize on the 
tensions remains legitimate. 
Anecdotal reports from the INGO community 
indicate that the beneficiary communities are 
ready to continue with the humanitarian effort, 
and while there remains lingering tensions be-
tween the community, GOA, and PRT, the 
INGOs have not felt their own safety signifi-
cantly compromised. 
Lastly, and unrelated to the above, in the Jun-
gal area in Dawlatabad, one of the more vola-
tile areas along the western corridor running 
parallel to the main ring road, an AOG abduct-
ed 2 ANP soldiers on April 7th at 0700 hours.  
Dawlatabad remains a focal point for insecuri-
ty in Northern Faryab.  North of Dawlatabad, 
in Quaramqol District, the INGO staff mem-
bers who had previously been detained on 
March 30th, were questioned and released—
and cleared of any involvement in the IED 
placement—the day following their detainment 
(March 31st).  
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TA K H A R  

group gathered in a mosque on 
the 2nd to protest the burning of 
the Quran.  The demonstration 
was held peacefully and without 
incident, despite the fact that the 
demonstrators, who had agreed to 
stay in the Mosque, chose to ig-
nore the agreement and marched 
the streets, followed closely by 
ANP.  Otherwise, the demonstra-
tion—held only a day after the 
incident in Mazar—dispersed 
peacefully by noon. 
Also in Taluqan, or more precisely 
in Nowabad Village in Khatayan 
area just outside of the city, a doc-
tor was abducted from his garden 
on the 1st, and returned by the 
next morning at 0500 hrs.   It is 
unclear what led to his hasty free-
dom, but it is likely this was the 
work of ACGs kidnapping rela-
tively wealthy citizens in an at-

After a number of months where 
security in Takhar continuously 
deteriorated and seemed destined 
to deteriorate further, the prov-
ince showed only a low amount of 
insecurity for the second reporting 
period in a row, with the majority 
of security incidents arising out of 
interpersonal disputes in Taluqan.  
This has contributed to a general 
feeling by actors on the ground 
that security in the province has 
temporarily improved.  This may 
be the result of the recent opera-
tions in Kunduz and Baghlan, and 
the need of the AOGs who had 
spread their operations into 
Takhar to refocus their efforts on 
Kunduz. 
In terms of demonstrations—by 
far the most heavily monitored 
phenomenon in the North this 
period—Takhar saw only 1 small 
demonstration occur, where a 

tempt to secure ransom money.   
Few incidents were reported in the Province 
outside of Taluqan—which saw 8 incidents—
with 3 security incidents occurring in Khwaja 
Ghar and 2 in Chah Ab.  This made up for a 
total of only 13 total for the Province, and 
NGOs in the area have reported feeling that 
access to previously insecure areas has in-
creased in some locations over the past month.  
How long this will last, and whether the situa-
tion will continue to improve as the weather 
gets better—with expectations of a correlating 
surge in AOG activities—will require further 
assessment.  
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B A G H L A N  

period, which occurred on April 
7th as the group travelled the road 
that connects the Tala Wa Barfak 
and Dushi Districts.  The incident 
occurred at approximately 1630 in 
Konda Sang area.  Some reports 
suggest that the 3 individuals were 
temporarily detained and then 
either were released or escaped, 
while other reports maintain that 
the group was caught in crossfire 
but never actually captured.   
Anecdotal reports from the area 
suggest that there is an AOG that 
is currently active in Konda Sang, 
specifically seeking IMF targets.  
While the fact that 5 of the 17 
previous incidents have been 
AOG initiated make it plausible 
that a group has been acting inter-
mittently there for a while, it is 
more likely that AOG members 
have been pushed south from 
Baghlani Jadid during the surge 
from Operation Nowruz, and 
have temporarily relocated to 
Konda Sang until IMF operations 
subside. 
The other notable incident to oc-
cur in Dushi was the checkpoint 

In a province that has received the 
brunt of “Operation Nowruz” 
strikes over the last month—
strikes aimed at targeting AOG 
strongholds in the districts of Bur-
ka and Baghlani Jadid—it is nota-
ble that the most significant mani-
festation of insecurity for the re-
porting period comes from the 
quiet district of Dushi.  Dushi, 
which had only seen a total of 17 
incidents over the 15 months pri-
or to this one (approximately 1.1 a 
month), witnessed 6 significant 
events over these 2 weeks.  4 of 
these occurred in the Konda Sang 
area:  the temporary abduction of 
an IO driver and 2 GOA employ-
ees, an illegal checkpoint, and 2 
clashes between the ANP and an 
AOG.  Outside of Konda Sang, 
but also noteworthy, there was an 
illegal checkpoint in the Zorabi 
area of Dushi along the Puli 
Khumri – Kabul main road on the 
11th. 
Conflicting information continues 
to muddle the precise circum-
stances of the above mentioned 
abduction, the most noteworthy 
incident in Baghlan this reporting 

established on the Puli Khumri – Kabul main 
road on the evening of the 11th.  It has been 
suggested that this illegal checkpoint was the 
by-product of ACGs attempting to rob civilian 
vehicles—although it was reportedly broken 
up before it could stop any vehicles—rather 
than the work of an AOG seeking IMF or 
GOA targets such as the group above. 
Lastly, following reports that there was tension 
between religious elders and the GOA in Puli 
Khumri over whether or not the community 
would be allowed to hold a demonstration to 
protest the burning of the Quran, on the 8th a 
group held an impromptu demonstration 
which blocked the main road for approximate-
ly 15 minutes before dispersing peacefully.  
Despite bracing for the possibility of numer-
ous demonstrations following Friday Prayers 
on the 8th, this was 1 of only 2 demonstrations 
to occur in the North on the 8th, the other 
taking place in Maymana (Faryab).  
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was paid or whether they were 
released after an investigation of 
their motives by their captors.  No 
new illegal checkpoints occurred 
along the Sar-e Pul – Shibirghan 
Road this reporting period. 
How Operation “Wahdak” will 
affect security along this road re-
mains unclear.  Although the op-
eration targets the strongholds 
that are the source of much of the 
insecurity, it is not an area that is 
likely to be relinquished easily.  It 
is unclear how long this mission 
will continue or whether a perma-
nent force will be assigned.  The 
general trend by AOGs during 
operations such as these has been 
to scale down activity for the du-
ration of the surge, only to re-
emerge—often more aggressive-
ly—upon its conclusion.  The op-
eration continued this period, in-
cluding an airstrike in Sar Darah 
Village (Darzab) on the 8th at 
0900 hours conducted by IMF.  
While IMF claims the operation 

Jawzjan saw a smattering of inci-
dents in the north—mostly cen-
tered around Shibirghan Dis-
trict—while ANSF forces backed 
by IMF continued Operation 
“Wahdak” in the south, targeting 
the Tri-Provincial area which in-
cludes the AOG strongholds of 
Qush Tepa and Darzab.   The 
section of the Sar-e Pul – Shibir-
ghan road, which had seen a num-
ber of illegal checkpoints over the 
past month, was mostly quiet this 
reporting period.  The remaining 
5 individuals (2 nationals and 3 
internationals from Pakistan) who 
had been abducted there on 
March 17th were released on the 
11th after the intervention of el-
ders.  It is now confirmed that 
one national—presumed to have 
no involvement with the other 5 
individuals—was released on the 
19th prior to this.  The individuals 
were all GOA contractors who 
were part of an ongoing IO con-
tract.  No information has been 
released as to whether a ransom 

killed 10 AOG members and wounded 3 AOG 
commanders, the legitimacy of targets in air-
strikes and night raids have created tensions in 
many communities, including Faryab to the 
West and Sar-e Pul to the South.   
A demonstration against the burning of the 
Quran by a minority church in Florida, USA, 
was held on the 1st in Shibirghan, at the same 
time as the demonstration in Mazar-e Sharif, 
during which demonstrators gathered peaceful-
ly following Friday prayers and then dispersed.  
Shibirghan was the site of other insecurity, 
including the detonation on the 10th of an 
IED that had been placed under a bridge in 
the Mal Bazaar Area as an ANA Ranger passed 
over it, injuring 2 women.  Also in Shibirghan, 
on the 4th, a pro-government militia member 
was killed by unknown individuals who shot 
him while riding past on a motorcycle.  
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A key development in Samangan 
was the redeployment of the small 
PRT after a demonstration in the 
Madina Hotel in Aybak on April 
4th.  Although the demonstration 
was held so that the community 
and religious elders could air their 
displeasure over the recent burn-
ing of the Quran by a minority 
church in Florida, USA and facili-
tate an appropriate response, what 
came out of the demonstration 
was unexpected by many.  The 
demonstration remained in the 
hotel, with no march, and con-
cluded with a community move-
ment to rid Aybak District of the 
small (approximately 15 person) 
PRT operating there. 
The PRT—too small to have an 
overly significant impact on secu-
rity in the area—had (by many 
accounts) enjoyed an exceptional-
ly friendly relationship with the 
community right up until the day 
that the government asked them 
to leave.  In a move made to build 
trust, the PRT agreed to redeploy 
outside of Aybak (whether tempo-
rarily or permanently remains un-
known) on the evening of the 7th.  

  NGO Incidents 
Year to Date 0 

This Report Period 0 

S A M A N G A N  

This was decided amidst a back-
drop of the increased tensions 
throughout the North, and was 
not a part of any planned transi-
tion for the province.  It also rep-
resents the first time on record 
that a PRT—however small—has 
been asked to move, and has will-
ingly obliged.  What this means 
for safety, why the community 
wanted the PRT gone, and how 
long the PRT will remain outside 
of the province, will all require 
further assessment. 
While the loss of 15 IMF soldiers 
is unlikely to shift the paradigm 
one way or the other, the prece-
dent—and the fact that the com-
munity wanted them to move—is 
significant, and it could symbolize 
the growing influence of the 
AOGs who have been increasing-
ly reported to be transiting 
through Aybak in order to create 
an accessible corridor from 
Baghlan through Samangan.   
On the 8th, the day after the rede-
ployment of the PRT, in Manqo-
tan and Taikhonak Villages of 
Aybak (approximately 17 kilome-

ters north of Aybak City) a group of 15 armed 
men collected taxes from the villagers 
(including 30-35 sheep as Usher—religious 
dues) and advised them to support the AOG.  
Reportedly the group has remained in the loca-
tion.  It is unlikely that this group moved to 
the location as a direct response to the PRT’s 
move and much more likely that this is part of 
the increased AOG presence that has been 
noted over the last 2 Biweekly reports.  
Lastly, on April 10th along the main Puli 
Khumri – Mazar road, a civilian vehicle was 
stopped and robbed late at night in the 
Robatak Pass Area.  Although there have only 
been a few incidents recorded in this area (the 
most notable occurring on May 3rd 2010, 
when a fuel tank driver and his assistant were 
abducted in Robatak, and subsequently re-
leased on May 15th after a ransom payment 
was made), anecdotal reports from the area 
suggest that an ACG operates somewhat regu-
larly in this area, with many of its crimes going 
unreported.  

0

10

20

30

40

50

SAMANGAN 

SAMANGAN AOG SAMANGAN Crime



Page 13  THE ANSO REPORT 

S A R - E  P U L  

neither IMF nor the Quran was 
mentioned, and the demonstra-
tion was held peacefully on the 
2nd and then dispersed. 
While no illegal checkpoints oc-
curred along the Shibirghan-Sar-e 
Pul road this reporting period, 
there were 2 attacks on ANP over 
2 consecutive days.  Both of them 
occurred in the Hawz-e Haji 
Omer area of the road.  On the 
9th, an AOG ambushed an ANP 
patrol at approximately 1700 
hours in what turned into an hour 
long fire fight that left 1 AOG 
member dead and 2 others arrest-
ed.  On the 10th, in the Sayed 
Abad location of the same area, 
an ANP officer was ambushed 
and killed while he was en route 
to his duty station at 2000 hours. 
In a series of noteworthy events 
in Sozma Qala, AOGs attacked an 
ANP checkpoint in the early 
hours of 8th (in the Espensai area 
at 0100 hours) and then later, as 
the ANP returned with a stronger 
force—including ANP from dif-
ferent districts, amongst them the 
District Chief of Police (DCOP) 

Insecurity along the main Sar-e 
Pul – Shibirghan road and in the 
AOG stronghold of Sayyad Dis-
trict remain the major reasons 
given for Operation “Wahdak,” 
the ANSF led, IMF supported, 
operation targeting the Tri-
Provincial Area.  Whether the 
operation leaves the area more or 
less secure in its wake, however, 
will depend on how the operation 
is conducted, how extensive it is, 
and the nature and extent of any 
follow-up.  
The day after the April 1st 
demonstration in Mazar, uncon-
firmed rumors surfaced about an 
IMF night raid which allegedly 
killed civilians (with IMF counter-
ing that those killed were AOG 
members).  During that same time 
period, a demonstration occurred 
in Sar-e Pul City—which has seen 
security outside of its’ borders 
diminish considerably—as villag-
ers from Sayyad came to the city 
to protest the lack of activity by 
the government to fix water issues 
that the village was having.  De-
spite high tensions across the 
North, and the above rumors, 

from Gosfandi—to control the area, AOGs 
ambushed the group in the Borqat area at 1100 
hours.  During this latter confrontation, the 
DCOP of Gosfandi was killed. 
The above mentioned operations in Sayyad 
(Operation “Wahdak”) included an IMF oper-
ation in Pusht Bagh Area on April 5 at 0200, 
when IMF killed 5 and arrested 4.  The force 
of the operation may be partially responsible 
for a large group of 64 individuals who joined 
the peace and reconciliation process on the 
13th, surrendering as many as 49 light and 
heavy weapons, in what is likely to become the 
base for a new ALP.  Although anecdotal re-
ports suggest that these individuals did not 
come from the main force of AOGs operating 
out of Sayyad, it remains a large number that 
surrendered a considerable arsenal.  As often 
noted, the creation of ALPs has destabilized 
areas as often—or more often—as they have 
stabilized them.  
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attacks on INGOs.  The previous 2 attacks on 
NGOs consisted of a rocket attack on an IN-
GO guest house that occurred on March 16th 
and a small IED detonation in the corner of an 
INGO compound that occurred on January 
26th.  
Although not registering nearly the volume of 
incidents, Kuran Wa Munjan has been another 
district that has seen continued insecurity—
due mostly to political controversy between 
the DCOP and a local Jihadi Commander.  
This continued to manifest in incidents on 
April 3rd in the DAC—when unknown indi-
viduals fired an RPG at a government clinic—
and on April 6th, when an IED detonated near 
a former Jihadi Commander’s residence, caus-
ing no injuries.  Control of security in Kuran 
Wa Munjan District is thought to be essential 
to the security of the province, as it is the 
southern-most district, and serves as a buffer 
between Badakhshan and the strong AOG 
presence which resides in Nuristan to the 
south. 

B A DA K H S H A N  

position and seeking greater influ-
ence while confronted with new 
ANP leadership.  Within this on-
going struggle, it was not surpris-
ing that Baharak remained the 
epicentre of manifested insecurity 
this reporting period.  The securi-
ty paradigm for the district of Ba-
harak has remained unchanged 
over the last 2 months, as ACGs 
attempting to assert their position 
and continue to place pressure on 
the new District Chief of Police 
(DCOP), and the GOA in general, 
by creating general insecurity cen-
tered on the District Administra-
tive Center (DAC).   
On April 11th, in 1 of 2 grenade 
attacks that occurred that evening, 
an unknown culprit lobbed a hand 
grenade into the living residence 
of an INGO staff member in the 
Baharak DAC, causing structural 
damages, but no injuries.  The 2 
attacks marked the 17th and 18th 
incidents to occur in Baharak this 
year; the incidents are largely be-
lieved to be attempts to create 
broad intimidation, with 12 of 
them taking place in the DAC, 
and 3 of them consisting of direct 

Badakhshan was the only prov-
ince in the North to host demon-
strations over the burning of the 
Quran in multiple districts.  Both 
Fayzabad and Kishim witnessed 
peaceful demonstrations on April 
4th, while in Darwaz (specifically 
in the Noasai Sub District), de-
monstrators convened on April 
2nd, and then—after indicating 
they would continue to stage pro-
tests until the individual responsi-
ble for the burning was held ac-
countable—again on April 3rd.  
All four demonstrations were 
peaceful, with the one in the capi-
tal (Fayzabad) remaining in the 
Mosque—as previously agreed on 
with the GOA—where demon-
strators wrote and signed a peti-
tion calling for the condemning of 
the Pastor’s activities and interna-
tional arrest warrants but ending 
with a clause that generally asked 
that the community as a whole 
not be judged by the violent ac-
tions of a few (referring to the 
incident which took place in 
Mazar-e Sharif). 
Insecurity throughout the rest of 
the province continued to center 
around criminals jockeying for 

  NGO Incidents 
Year to Date 5 

This Report Period 1 

0

10

20

30

40

50

BADAKHSHAN 

BADAKHSHAN AOG BADAKHSHAN Crime



Page 15  THE ANSO REPORT 

Herat City saw its first direct fire 
attack in the city since 2009. On 
2nd of April, AOG attacked an 
ANP patrol with SAF in Painab/
Mahale Qandaharyha area 
(District 10).  One day prior, local 
citizens had informed the ANP of 
an AOG plan to emplace IEDs in 
the area; however, when the po-
lice arrived the AOG fled.  Of 
note, Painab area saw also two 
IED detonations in the last three 
months.  In general, direct fire 
attacks by AOGs in Herat City are 
rare.  Only four such attacks were 
recorded (from different districts) 
in Herat City since 2008.  In re-
gard to IED related incidents 
within the city, an IED was dis-
covered in Ferqa area of District 6 
on 9th of April, marking the se-
cond such event this year.  The 
latest incidents in Painab and Fer-
qa areas suggest that AOGs have 
been more actively targeting 
ANSF, with two detonations and 
six discoveries (Districts 2, 6 and 
8) over the last three months.  
Despite these figures, both IED 
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H E R A T  

and direct fire attacks nonetheless 
remain infrequent in the city and 
this will likely to continue being 
the case. 
Further IED discoveries were also 
recorded in the usual hotspots on 
the Herat-Turghundi main road 
north of the DAC (Duhane Dughi 
area) and on the western part of 
the Herat-Obe main road 
(Turkabad Area), indicating con-
tinuing AOG presence and activi-
ty on both parts of the roads.  
Less usual were IED discoveries 
in Ghoryan on a secondary road 
in Roj Area and Zinda Jan in 
Phoshanj High School in the 
Dstrict Centre.  However, these 
two discoveries are assessed as 
being isolated incidents and there 
is no indication of an increased 
AOG presence in both districts at 
present. 
In Gulran District, AOG activity 
is notably on the increase after the 
winter break.  There were numer-
ous incidents recorded during this 
period, including a case of AOG 

taxation in Nakhak Village, one IED discovery 
on a secondary road in Dushakh Area as well 
as an IED detonation hitting a civilian vehicle 
in Shakarak Village (west of the District Ad-
ministration Centre on the main road).  Fur-
thermore, AOG abducted four national em-
ployees of a private Afghan construction com-
pany.  It should be noted that this company 
was building ANBP checkpoints in the district 
and was likely viewed as a legitimate target as 
one day later ANP found the corpses of the 
employees in Fazlabad Village.   
When compared to the same period last year 
the overall incident volume has decreased, 
however, the level of AOG related incidents 
has doubled, for a total of 12 recorded thus far 
in 2011.  In line with this, IED related inci-
dents, as a percentage of the overall volume, 
have increased from 26% during 2010 to 55% 
in 2011 so far.  

W E S T E R N  R E G I O N  
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FA R A H  

In Kanesk Village on the main 
road to the District Administra-
tion Centre (DAC) an IED struck 
a private vehicle on 10th of April, 
killing three local elders and 
wounding another three local ci-
vilians.  This marks the third IED 
detonation hitting a civilian vehi-
cle in Bala Buluk District this year 
and the fifth in the whole prov-
ince.  The remaining two IEDs 
against civilian vehicles were rec-
orded in Pusht Rod District with a 
further two IED related incidents 
noted, these in Kababi Area and 
Kusha Village – both on the main 
road.  In addition, the district also 
saw two direct fire attacks; one 
targeting ALP on the main road in 
Massow area and another target-
ing ANSF/IMF in Charmas area.  
In addition, AOG attacked an 

Farah Province saw a significantly 
higher number of incidents com-
pared to the last months of 2010; 
however, only one additional 
AOG initiated incident was rec-
orded compared to the same re-
porting period last year.  This in-
dicates that the higher number of 
incidents is not directly linked to 
only AOG activity.  Nevertheless, 
IED discoveries increased nota-
bly. 
In the focus of the AOG were 
Bala Buluk and Pusht Rod, which 
saw eleven incidents each during 
the last two weeks.  Bala Buluk 
saw three IED related incidents 
with one each in Kanesk Village, 
Shiwan area as well as in Ganj 
Abad area.  There was also one 
direct fire attack in Khaja Khod-
dar area on the main road be-
tween Farah City and Farah Rod.  

ANSF/IMF checkpoint with rockets in Dokin 
Area. 
A rather unusual IED incident was recorded in 
Orinjan area of Qala-I-Kah District, where an 
IED hit an ANSF convoy on 13th of April.  
Qala-I-Kah District saw very few AOG related 
incidents in 2009 and nearly none in 2010.  
However, the recent IED detonation is the 
second one this year after an IED hit an 
ANBP patrol in Pusht Koh area on 3rd of 
February.  Although unconfirmed reports sug-
gest that AOGs might increase IED activity in 
the district, it is too early to tell if the two IED 
incidents this year indicate such a trend.  
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The major security concern in 
Badghis Province remains the 
hostilities between ANSF/IMF 
and AOG, especially in Murghab 
District.  Murghab District saw 
38% of all incidents during this 
reporting period.  Compared with 
January to mid-April last year, the 
incident volume in Murghab has 
more than doubled.  However, 
AOG initiated incidents increased 
only slightly from 37 to 48 inci-
dents with the significant increase 
occurring in ANSF activities, es-
pecially IED discoveries.  During 
this cycle Murghab saw 60% of all 
IED related incidents with two 
detonations and four discoveries 
as well as nearly half of all direct 
fire attacks with five.  As during 
the previous period, the Maham-
mad Lal Khan and Joyee Khaja 
areas again saw AOG activity.  
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B A D G H I S  

However, the Joyee Ganj area 
witnessed the highest number of 
incidents with two IED discovery 
and one direct fire attack.  This 
area, along with Joyee Khaja areas 
were hotspots last year, as was 
Mangan area, which saw a direct 
fire attack during the last two 
weeks.  Altogether further fighting 
on a similar level as last year is to 
be expected in Murghab District. 
The two other historically unsta-
ble districts of Ghormach and 
Muqur remained quieter during 
the first two weeks of April.  
However, in regard to Muqur 
three IED detonations on the 
main road were recorded; two of 
them in Kotale Khaki area (hitting 
ANP on the 12th and a truck of a 
private construction company on 
the 6th).  The third one targeted 

an IMF convoy in Sangi Atesh/Cheshmaduzak 
area on 4th of April.  Muqur has already seen 
IED incidents on the same road in March and 
AOG activity especially in Sangi Atash is likely 
to increase during spring/summer. 
During the last two weeks, IMF again conduct-
ed several airstrikes: two in Qadis (Piwar Vil-
lage and Meyana Boom area) and one in the 
Kagas Ghal area of Ab Kamari District.  After 
two airstrikes in Murghab during the previous 
reporting period, this brings the number of 
airstrikes in 2011 to ten, which is twice as 
much as during this time last year and indicates 
a deterioration of the security situation in the 
respective areas.  
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G H O R  

2011. 
In Chaghcharan District, a promi-
nent tribal dispute, which started 
with the assassination of a local 
commander in Barakhana Area in 
December 2010, has intensified of 
late.  The latest escalation was an 
armed clash between the two con-
flicting parties in Nardanak area 
on 4th of April, after two abduc-
tions during the last reporting 
period were reportedly linked to 
the tensions as well.  Although 
local authorities are mediating and 
supporting negotiations between 
the parties involved, no agreement 
has been reached so far.  As such, 
the tensions continue and tempo-
rary escalations, including armed 
clashes as well as road blocks, 
cannot be excluded until a mutu-
ally accepted solution is found.  
Potentially affected areas include 

Ghor Province still remains quiet 
though there were several note-
worthy incidents during this re-
porting period.  In Kotal Ghook 
area of Sharak District, armed 
men stopped and robbed two 
commercial trucks on 2nd of 
April.  The trucks were carrying 
food items and other items be-
longing to an IO.  Information 
indicates that the armed men, re-
portedly based in Dahanemargha 
area, belong to a prominent local 
commander operating in Shahrak 
and Chishti Sharif.  Robberies of 
commercial trucks on the main 
road to Chaghcharan City, espe-
cially in Shahrak, but also in the 
neighbouring Tulak District, while 
infrequent, are not an unusual 
occurrence.  While there has been 
a slight decrease of such robberies 
in 2010, similar incidents on the 
abovementioned road are ex-
pected to continue throughout 

the south-western parts of Chaghcharan Dis-
trict (especially Barakhana area) as well as 
northern parts of Shahrak and Du Layna dis-
tricts including the main road from Herat.  
AOG activity in the south of Ghor remained 
at low levels, but was visible again during this 
cycle with the first IED detonation in the 
province this year.  On 7th of April, a roadside 
IED hit an ANP patrol on a secondary road 
close to an ANP checkpoint approx. 6 km 
south of the DAC.  Although the southern 
portions of Taywara and Pasaband districts 
remained calm the last months, the usual in-
crease of AOG activities and influx of AOGs 
from Helmand is expected for the coming 
weeks.  

  NGO Incidents 
Year to Date 0 

This Report Period 0 

NOTICE:  Your input is invaluable for the production of this report.  While we 
appreciate information on incidents, we also need general information on the 

security situation and context in your area. So please remember to call or email us 
regularly.    

Contact details of ANSO staff are provided on the last page. 

 
ANSO: “..by NGOs for NGOs..” 

0

10

20

30

40

50

GHOR 

GHOR AOG GHOR Crime



Page 18  THE ANSO REPORT 

The only NGO incident in the 
province this period took the 
form of a homemade grenade 
thrown into the garden of a pri-
vate home, at the time occupied 
by INGO employees.  However, 
it appears that this incident was in 
fact a result of a land dispute be-
tween the current and former 
owners, and therefore only inci-
dentally related to the NGO staff 
living there.  Outside of this inci-
dent, Nangarhar has been a little 
quieter than in recent periods.  A 
threat related to an unstated for-
eign organisation located near to 
the ANP HQ in Jalalabad City 
was extant for the first week of 
April but failed to materialise.  
Nor did any demonstrations over 
the issue of the burning of the 
Holy Qur’an become out of hand; 
a strong and restrictive ANP pres-
ence, as well as a calming influ-
ence from provincial clerics, man-
aged to restrain the large, mostly 
student-led demonstrations that 
took place at Darunta, Jalalabad’s 
Darul Moalemin, Bati Kot, and 
Shinwar’s Marko Bazaar.  A num-
ber of other demonstrations also 
took place in Lal Pur, Hesarak and 
Mohmand Dara, again passing 
without incident.  
Lal Pur was also home to a series 
of kinetic engagements on the 
12th, all taking place in the 
Fatehmina area, the first of which 
occurred when AOG fighters at-
tacked an ANBP CP, injuring 2 
policemen.  Later in the day, an 
IED struck a construction compa-
ny vehicle, injuring four workers 
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and killing one ANBP; the ANBP 
detachment sent to respond to the 
incident was then also attacked, 
with the firefight lasting for more 
than 2 hours.  Earlier in the peri-
od too, in the Renaw and Parchaw 
areas of the district, ANP poppy 
eradication teams were engaged 
by AOGs (likely protecting their 
interests), in a number of fire-
fights, which in total led to 1 ANP 
and 4 AOG deaths, and 7 ANP 
and 10 AOG injured.  In neigh-
bouring Goshta, site of cross-
border shelling by the PakMil in 
recent periods, the only incident 
was a local dispute that resulted in 
a brawl, killing three people.  
However, reports have also been 
received that a Mohmand Agency-
based Pakistani AOG have occu-
pied the parts of Anargay that was 
deserted as a result of the shelling; 
as such, this area should be con-
sidered to be off-limits.  
In Jalalabad City, the Air Field 
was attacked again on the 5th, this 
time by a new Pakistani-Kunari 
cell/network of highly inexperi-
enced fighters who demonstrated 
little tactical skill; 7 were quickly 
killed in the firefight that broke 
out late at night, with no IMF or 
ANSF casualties, and 4 days later 
a Pakistani AOG member was 
arrested at an unknown location 
in the city in connection to the 
attack.  Beyond that, there were 
just two IED discoveries in the 
city, and one detonation in a gem 
shop likely related to criminality. 
One incident that may be related 

to AOG activity, but is more likely the work of 
other local actors, was the distribution of un-
signed nightletters at the Eidgah Mosque on 
the night of the 12th, in opposition to the 
burning of the Holy Qur’an.  
Of the other significant clusters of incidents 
that occurred, in Chaparhar’s Sra Kala area two 
IEDs struck private vehicles in separate inci-
dents, killing two people including a GOA em-
ployee. Gunmen also shot dead two locals in 
the proceeding days, demonstrating again the 
vulnerability of this specific location on the 
main district road.  In Sherzad, a small number 
of IEDs detonated on roads near the DAC, 
one striking an IMF vehicle, but beyond that 
Khogyani and Sherzad continued to be rela-
tively conflict-free when compared with the 
winter months.  
In all, this period saw a slightly lower level of 
AOG activity than in recent periods, which 
may have a number of causes.  AOGs may 
have wished to allow the public anger at the 
Qur’an desecration to play out, but equally, 
there are signs that there is a lack of capacity 
for the province’s traditional AOG networks 
to increase the frequency of attacks above their 
current levels, given the presence of IMF and 
increasingly effective national security forces.  
However, this does not mean that they cannot 
do so in the near future, or cannot conduct the 
less frequent but larger spectacular/complex 
attacks, and we are likely to see more of these 
attacks into the summer.  
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In Kunar this period, the single 
NGO incident was an important 
indication of the worrying turn 
the northwest of the province is 
taking.  On April 5th an un-
marked NGO vehicle with 4 oc-
cupants was stopped by AOG 
members operating a checkpoint 
in the Malakana area of Wata Pur; 
almost immediately the AOG 
members opened fire on the vehi-
cle, injuring 3 of the occupants, 
who they then dragged from the 
vehicle and beat, with a perceived 
intention to then abduct them.  
After learning they were medical 
staff they were instead robbed of 
their valuables and then dumped 
wounded at the side of the road.  
A significant number of further 
AOG CPs – many involving ab-
ductions and beatings of civilians 
– have been recorded in recent 
weeks in the strategically im-
portant Chapa Dara-Manogai-
Wata Pur corridor, stretching even 
up to the outskirts of Asadabad 
City.  This has demonstrated a 
disturbingly aggressive compo-
nent of the rapid increase of 
AOG presence and strength there 
– including a growing number of 
Pakistani AOGs.  Furthermore, 
IMF continued to withdraw from 
military facilities in the corridor 
during the period, with the re-
placement of their forces with 
ANA in a facility in the Managai 
area of Wata Pur on the 7th. 
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While IMF are scaling down their 
permanent presence in this corri-
dor, they were expected to begin a 
major clearing operation there 
during the second half of April, 
after the conclusion of operations 
in Sirkanay and Marawara, which 
featured very heavy fighting, sig-
nificant AOG casualties (between 
80-120 including at least one im-
portant AOG commander) and 
notable IMF and ANA losses (6 
and 1 respectively), and the sei-
zure of a large quantity of wea-
ponry and military equipment 
from various sites.  However, re-
cent indications from the IMF are 
that they may not in fact conduct 
such a clearing operation – which 
would be the latest in a string of 
such clearing ops – and will leave 
it up to the unenthusiastic ANA 
to make the decision.  As such, 
with a strong and increasingly 
predatory AOG presence, transit 
along the Asadabad-Wama and 
Asadabad-Waygal roads in coming 
weeks is advised to be significant-
ly reduced for NGOs until the 
security status quo becomes ap-
parent there. 
Outside of these, primary, dynam-
ics within the province, another 
issue of importance was the 
demonstrations that occurred 
against the burning of the Holy 
Qur’an; perhaps most significant 
was that there were in fact only 
two relatively small ones, on con-

secutive days in Narang district, each of which 
temporarily blocked the Jalalabad-Asadabad 
Highway but were peaceful and otherwise une-
ventful.  Another important event was the first 
suicide bombing seen in the province since 
mid-2010; a BBIED operative detonated his 
vest at a jirga in the Asmar DAC area on the 
13th, targeting an influential malik who had 
recently advocated the initiation of a commu-
nity programme of actively hunting out and 
killing AOGs in Asmar and Dangam districts.  
Also in the north, AOG fighters conducted 4 
separate attacks on IMF in Nari district, evinc-
ing a continuation of AOG focus on this stra-
tegic border district.  
In Asadabad district, AOG incidents remained 
almost non-existent in spite of the substantial 
increase in AOG strength in the north-western 
corridor that opens out onto Asadabad; the 
only incidents recorded were IDF attacks on 
the IMF base in the Yar Gul area, none of 
which were effective.  And back in Chapa Da-
ra, the 39 ANP that had remained in AOG 
custody after their mass abduction during the 
previous period were released on the 14th. As 
such, there are very worrying signs about the 
future of parts of Kunar, although it currently 
appears that the increasing concentration of 
security forces in Asadabad will continue to 
maintain a reasonably permissive situation in 
the provincial capital.  
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ristan provincial governor during 
the period, there as yet does not 
seem to be any concrete plan by 
ANSF or IMF to retake Waygal.  
The only actual conflict incident 
reported was a sustained clash 
between AOG members and two 
ANBP CPs in the Gawardesh area 
of Kamdesh, a key passage for 
cross-border infiltration (and 
therefore AOG pressure on bor-
der forces), with the battle lasted 
roughly 8 hours, but no casualties 
were reported.  Elsewhere, all that 
was reported were further move-
ments of local and foreign AOGs 
across the province, including 
further indications that Bargi 
Matal will be the next DAC 
AOGs attempt to seize, with a 
reported 300-400 Pakistani AOG 
fighters entering the district.  

Events in Nuristan continued to 
be dominated not by conflict inci-
dents, but rather by political de-
velopments driven by the ascend-
ant AOGs there.  First, towards 
the end of the period, IEA leader-
ship announced the formulation 
of new political structures for 
Waygal district, captured by the 
group in late March; a district 
governor, chief of police and 
judge were appointed.  As such, 
Waygal has the distinction of be-
ing the first district in post-2001 
Afghanistan to have an (as yet) 
unchallenged IEA-run govern-
ment apparatus, and some sources 
indicate that it is the demonstra-
tion of the capacity for effective 
governance that is a core IEA 
objective in their efforts to seize 
and then administer the district.  
Despite repeated calls by the Nu-

Some reporting, however, suggests that Nuri-
stan’s current relative ease of movement for 
AOGs, from infiltration along the border 
through the stronghold of Waygal and across 
established passes into the western and north-
ern districts, is aimed at facilitating access not 
just into Laghman and Kunar but also in the 
northern provinces of Afghanistan through 
Badakhshan.  As such, while IMF and GOA 
thinking seems to be that it is an isolated and 
unimportant province, for the various AOGs 
operating there it is considered strategically 
crucial terrain – for both security and political 
reasons. 
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incidents were IMF-and ANSF-
initiated, with AOGs initiating 
roughly 50%.  
Of the many security force opera-
tions, there was a particularly pro-
nounced level of success and ef-
fectiveness from the ANSF, who 
conducted 11 significant opera-
tions.  For example, they conduct-
ed a search operation in Jaji 
Maydan in which they arrested a 
Pakistani national conducting sur-
veillance on local ANSF facilities 
and planning a suicide attack, dis-
rupting that operation, while in 
Tani, they were effective on a 
number of occasions at prevent-
ing infiltration from North Wazir-
istan for the purposes of conduct-
ing attacks, in one case killing 3 
AOG fighters and injuring 5 as 
they approached the main district 
ANSF base. 
Likewise, there were 33 IMF or 
joint operations, focused on Saba-
ri (19), Bak (6) and Khost City (3), 
netting a record-breaking total of 
106 AOG fighters across all the 
operations – with, however, none 
reported killed.  What is interest-
ing is that, whereas in previous 
periods when these operations 
would see an equal push-back 
from AOGs, during this period 
the enormous security force focus 
on Sabari, and to a lesser extent 
Bak, did not see reciprocal levels 
of AOG attacks in these districts.  
In Sabari, there were just 5 IED 
detonations in the DAC area, 
none causing damage, and 5 dis-

Khost witnessed a rare NGO inci-
dent in this period, when a com-
bined INGO and local partner 
NGO survey team was forcibly 
stopped as they transited through 
Nadir Shah Kot. Of the 9 employ-
ees, 2 were abducted (although 
not from the absence of trying on 
the parts of the responsible AOG 
members), and remain in AOG 
custody as of the time of writing.  
Given Khost’s position as the 
most heavily conflict-ridden prov-
ince in the eastern border region 
and the HQN’s almost blanket 
objections to foreign organisation-
al footprints in their districts, the 
NGO presence in the province is 
limited to small number organisa-
tions.  NGO incidents such as this 
one are therefore quite unusual, 
especially outside Khost City.  
However, even in Khost’s highly 
insecure environment many local 
communities do recognise the 
value of NGO work and it is for 
this reason that in this case the 
local community has been integral 
in continuing to negotiate for the 
release of the NGO employees. 
More broadly across the province, 
Khost continued to be the most 
dangerous location in the region.  
To put it in perspective, both Sa-
bari district and Khost City regis-
tered significantly higher security 
incident volumes than the whole 
of Paktya province, with Khost’s 
total roughly 6 times higher and 
again double that of Kunar.  In 
terms of the composition of the 
activity, approximately a third of 

coveries, and not a single direct or IDF attack.  
In Bak, there were just 3 IED detonations, 
injuring 1 IMF and 1 ANA soldier, and 3 dis-
coveries, and again no direct or IDF attacks.  
As such, it can be said that the IMF is making 
some progress – how sustainable remains to be 
seen – in dominating the territory of these two 
crucial districts.  
AOG focus was instead more diffuse, with 
Tani in particular drawing fire from AOGs, in 
the form of IEDs and direct attacks on ANBP 
assets there – understandably, given its central 
importance as an infiltration route from North 
Waziristan.  There were also small numbers of 
direct, IDF and IED attacks in Musa Khel, 
Mando Zayi, and Gurbuz, again in a more dif-
fuse manner than in recent history.  Finally, 
fitting with the established pattern, Khost City 
was also home to a number of IEDs, however 
again, these were lower than in the recent past, 
and neither did they cause much damage.  Fi-
nally, there were three anti-Qur’an desecration 
protests in Khost City, and one in Mando Za-
yi, during the period, each of which passed 
without incident.  In sum, while Khost remains 
a highly insecure and problematic environ-
ment, conflict trends in the province suggest 
that at the very least, the IMF has been moder-
ately effective in constraining and disrupting 
AOG networks in their stronghold districts; 
the coming months will as such be crucial in 
identifying whether such gains can be sus-
tained. 
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In Laghman, the situation was 
again relatively quiet.  5 peaceful 
demonstrations took place con-
cerning the burning of the Holy 
Qur’an, 2 in Qarghayi, both tem-
porarily blocking the Highway, 
and 3 in the environs of Me-
htarlam City, all ranging in size 
between 100-500 people and as 
such significantly smaller than 
those seen in Nangarhar.   
Major IMF clearing operations 
were also seen in the newly creat-
ed Bad Pakh district, with an al-
most total exfiltration of AOGs 
out of the area and into northern 
Laghman and neighbouring Ka-
pisa province (where IMF opera-
tions have been ongoing: see Ka-
pisa). It was expected that at least 
some AOG resistance would be 
faced, and it came as a surprise 
how little contestation the IMF 
faced in establishing their writ 
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there.  However, it is likely that 
the AOGs that had an erstwhile 
presence in the area are commit-
ted to waiting for the GOA and 
ANSF facilities to be constructed 
in Bad Pakh, before re-entering 
the area in order to conduct at-
tacks on said facilities.  
With the Highway and Dowlat 
Shah registering no incidents at 
all, Alishing and Alingar made up 
the remainder of the incidents. In 
Alishing’s Zar Kamar village, 
AOG fighters ambushed a joint 
ANA/IMF convoy, which result-
ed in the death of 1 AOG fighter, 
and the arrest of another.  In Alin-
gar, the district’s IED cells were 
again active, scoring a success in 
an IED attack on an IMF convoy 
in the Kanda area on the 6th, 
which injured 3 IMF service 
members.  In other parts of the 

district, ANP discovered and defused two 
IEDs in separate incidents on the 9th, while on 
the 8th IMF conducted an operation in the 
Lokat village, arresting three AOG.  As such, 
Laghman has been relatively quiet in this peri-
od, with signs of promise for security in the 
province, although AOGs retain a strong pres-
ence in Dowlat Shah, and in pockets of Alish-
ing and Alingar.  Furthermore, the potential 
for AOGs currently strengthening their pres-
ence in neighbouring Nuristan to push down 
into Alingar and expand their targeting of IMF 
and ANSF remains a standing concern in the 
medium term.  
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ANBP and injury of two IMF 
service members.  On the same 
day in the same area, mistaken 
targeting by IMF of ALP and 
ANP led to a firefight that killed 
two policemen (1 ANP and 1 
ALP), and injured two IMF.   
Two days later, in the Shahr-e 
Naw DAC, a protest was staged 
over the burning of the Holy 
Qur’an.  
Another focus for incidents was 
Gardez City, though only 1 inci-
dent could be described as kinetic: 
an IED detonation against a civil-
ian vehicle in the Ibrahim Khel 
area.  Of the rest that were signifi-
cant, AOG members established 
an illegal CP in the Chawnai area, 
a long-standing area of concern; 
they withdrew just as an ANP 
QRF arrived.  ANP seized a sig-
nificant cache of assault rifles in 
the Beland Manzel area, and IMF 
and ANA jointly searched market 
stalls in the city centre, seizing an 
unknown number of AK47s.  In 
nearby Ahmadabad, IMF arrested 
two AOG members during an 
operation, and in Sayyed Karam 
an IED struck an IMF vehicle on 
the main road to Mirzak, causing 

Paktya registered its first AOG 
targeting of the Afghan Local Po-
lice (ALP) during this period, 
when two BBIED operatives at-
tacked an ALP recruitment and 
training centre in Jaji. The first 
operative was shot dead by ANP 
guards, but the other managed to 
detonate his vest and kill 1 ANP 
and 2 ALP policemen, and injure 
3 more ALP.  This is the second 
clear targeting of ALP in the east-
ern region, after low level target-
ing of ALP in their homes in 
Khas Kunar.  However, this is the 
first direct attack on an ALP facil-
ity and ALP members in uniform, 
and, given it involved multiple 
BBIED operatives, it was an acute 
demonstration of the clear defini-
tion by AOGs of the GOA-
alignment and importance of the-
se community defence forces.  We 
can expect to see much more tar-
geting of this kind, particularly in 
areas where IMF are trying to re-
duce their exposure and place 
ANSF in a frontal position.  
Also in the province’s border re-
gion, AOG fighters attacked a 
joint IMF/ANBP base in 
Tsamkanay’s Baba Khel area, 
which lead to the death of one 

light damage.  In the same district, NDS and 
ANP arrested an AOG member and seized 
heavy weaponry in his possession.  
To the south of the province, Shwak and 
Wuza Zadran each saw fatal IED incidents.  In 
Shwak, it was again in the Sato Kandow area 
that an IED struck an IMF vehicle, killing 1 
and injuring 3, two days after another IED 
discovery in the same location.  In neighbour-
ing Wuza Zadran, Sayedkhel area, an ANA 
vehicle was struck by an IED that killed 3 sol-
diers and injured 2.  Zurmat’s only incidents 
were the seizure of a small cache of weapons, 
an ineffective IDF attack on the IMF base in 
the DAC area, and one IED discovery.  In all, 
incident volumes were both slightly lower than 
last period, and remain low relative to all of its 
neighbouring provinces.  As such, Paktya can 
again be defined to be relatively permissive for 
NGOs and local staff in many of its central 
and northern districts, in spite of many of the 
common but inaccurate perceptions of its se-
curity environment. 
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In addition to a sustained level of 
AOG activity that has been re-
ported across the province this 
cycle, the security environment in 
Kandahar was shaped by several 
noteworthy events which also 
affected NGOs operating in the 
area.  As in other provinces, the 
dominating feature of the first 
half of this cycle was related to a 
series of protests echoing the 
burning of the Holy Quran in the 
US.  The emotive nature of the 
issue coupled with the alleged 
presence of opportunistic ele-
ments gave impulsion for large 
civil protests in Kandahar City (on 
2nd and 3rd April) and also in 
Panjwayi.  A particularly violent 
demonstration occurred in Kan-
dahar City on 2nd April, when 
numerous protestors gathered in 
the city centre chanting anti-US 
slogans and setting fire to tyres.  
The demonstration spread to-
wards different parts of the city 
where several music shops as well 
as a girl’s school were burnt.  
ANSF units fired into the crowd, 
reportedly provoked by armed 
protestors.  This resulted in a re-
ported 12 civilians killed and an-
other 81 wounded.  On the ANP 
side, one official was killed and 
another 20 were injured.  The se-
cond demonstration in Kandahar 
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saw one NGO related incident, as 
a small group of protestors threw 
a few stones at an INGO com-
pound.  ANP intervened rapidly, 
dispersing the group and prevent-
ing any potential escalation.  The 
compound likely appeared as a 
symbol of ‘foreign presence’ and 
an opportunistic target to express 
the anger of some protestors ra-
ther than an opposition to the 
NGOs presence.  Although rather 
unusual for Kandahar given its 
scale and violence, this kind of 
event should nonetheless serve as 
reminder for NGOs that demon-
strations or civil disturbances are 
unpredictable and need adequate 
security planning.  In addition, it 
should be noted that if a demon-
stration is taking place in the vi-
cinity of an NGO compound or 
guesthouse then preparations 
should be taken in case a rapid 
evacuation of the premises is 
deemed necessary.  Another major 
threat for NGOs present in Kan-
dahar remains collateral involve-
ment.  This was demonstrated on 
14th April in District 2, Stadium 
area, when a suicide attacker was 
identified and shot by ANSF.  His 
explosive device detonated, 
wounding several civilians nearby.  
An NGO compound located in 

the area was also affected by the incident, as 
the blast inflicted superficial damage against 
the building, including windows being shat-
tered.  This incident was a part of a series of 
notable attacks that took place in Kandahar 
City.  After the assassination of the Deputy 
Governor for Kandahar reported on 29th Jan-
uary, AOG conducted a successful attack tar-
geting another high-profile personality-the 
Chief of Police in Kandahar. This was 
achieved after several attempts were noted 
throughout the year.  The CoP was killed when 
a BBIED attacker, wearing ANP uniform, det-
onated his device inside the ANP HQ.   
While attacks on ANSF and GOA personnel 
and facilities are an established tactic in Kanda-
har City, AOG were also able to conduct a 
complex attack against an ANA/ANP Train-
ing Centre in District 10.  The attack involved 
four BBIED attackers and an SVBIED and 
resulted in almost a four hour long fire fight 
with security forces.  The recent series of at-
tacks seems to confirm the AOG objective to 
assert their presence within the city while, as 
frequently stated in media, under IMF pressure 
in the province. 
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After the dramatic jump in securi-
ty incidents last period, this period 
in Paktika saw those levels hold-
ing still (at approx. 60).  However, 
while the overall volume remained 
the same, there was a marked shift 
in the composition of the inci-
dents, with direct attacks substan-
tially increasing at the expense of 
IDF and IED attacks.  First, di-
rect AOG attacks on IMF or 
DAC targets doubled during the 
period, from 10 to 20, with a con-
comitant halving of IDF attacks 
on the same targets.  The focus 
for these attacks were, as normal, 
the IMF bases in Barmal and Ga-
yan, the Yahya Khel DAC and 
IMF patrols in that area, and the 
Omna DAC.  The focus for IED 
attacks was Dila DAC area, with 
two detonations against IMF vehi-
cles, and 1 that prematurely deto-
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nated killing an AOG fighter.  4 
other IEDs were discovered and 
defused by IMF in that area, and 
other discoveries occurred in Jani 
Khel, Gomal and Yahya Khel.  
This is a much lower number of 
detonations that in the previous 
period, although this is partly be-
cause security forces were more 
effective this time around in dis-
covering and defusing such devic-
es.  
From the IMF side, there were 
slightly fewer significant opera-
tions at 10, with all but 2 taking 
place in Urgun and Yahya Khel 
(the other two were in Turwo and 
Gomal).  In all, 5 AOG fighters 
were arrested, with the seizure of 
a moderate amount of weaponry.  
In two separate incidents on the 
same operation in Yahya Khel’s 

Mullah Bagh area, 10 AOG fighters were 
killed, including an AOG commander, and a 
further 4 wounded.  
And in a subsequent development to last peri-
od’s high-casualty complex suicide attack in 
Barmal at the end of last period, an inter-tribal 
dispute between the Kharotis and the Wazirs, 
the former of which blamed the latter for the 
attack, erupted in the district days after the 
attack.  A firefight between hundreds of the 
tribesmen lasted 4 days, killing 3 and wounding 
2. 
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After Ghazni in 2010, this year 
Helmand continues to host the 
most security incidents country-
wide and this situation does not 
seem set to change given the mas-
sive volume of activities.  Similar 
to the previous reports, the pat-
tern of AOG close-range/IED 
attacks on the one hand, and IM-
F/ANSF preventive operations 
on the other hand, were concen-
trated in Nahri Sarranj, Nad Ali, 
Sangin and Musa Qala districts.  
Nonetheless, this reporting period 
Lashkar Gah City came to the 
fore with several incidents of 
note.  On 4th April, a two-fold 
suicide attack took place in the 
Governor’s Office Area.  Accord-
ing to sources, two suicide attack-
ers dismounted from a Town-Ace 
vehicle, with one of them detonat-
ing his explosive device before he 
could gain entry to the Supreme 
Court, and injured two ANP and 
one civilian.  The second BBIED 
attacker was identified and shot 
dead by the ANSF while he was 
attempting to gain entry to the 
Governor’s Office, located in the 
vicinity of the first target.  This 
incident marks, according to AN-
SO data, the first suicide attack to 
occur in Lashkar Gah City since 
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17th March 2010, when two 
BBIEDs managed to enter the 
compound of an INGO.   It 
should be noted, that the organi-
zation involved in this incident 
has a profile typical to private de-
velopment organizations and has 
been the target of numerous at-
tacks in Helmand and Kandahar 
provinces.   
Also on 4thApril, in Bolan Area 
on the outskirts of the city, locals 
staged a demonstration related to 
the aired burning of the Holy 
Quran.  Although, the demonstra-
tion had the potential to turn vio-
lent as demonstrators started to 
burn tyres and ANP warnings 
shots were heard in the area, the 
protest was disrupted by infor-
mation about double suicide at-
tacks in the city and consecutive 
ANSF redeployment in the area.  
Also reported two days later, the 
discovery of a VBIED in the Mu-
nicipality area indicates the possi-
bility of further high-profile inci-
dents within the city. 
In regard to the threat picture of 
the province the already impres-
sive number of AOG direct at-
tacks (at least 67) was again out-
numbered by IED emplacement 

with at least 90 reported incidents this report-
ing period (both strikes and disposals). The 
number of IED related incidents seems to be 
on the rise, probably related with the ongoing 
poppy harvest season and the AOG efforts to 
disrupt the eradication campaign.  This was 
illustrated for instance in Babaji Area of Lash-
kar Gah on 7th of April, when an IED deto-
nated against a tractor during an eradication 
campaign and injured one AEF serviceman.  
Collateral involvement remains an important 
issue during this reporting period, as in three 
separates incidents reported from Nahri Sarraj, 
Nawa and from Rahim Khel Area of Lashkar 
Gah District, eight civilians were killed and 
another was wounded as a result of IED 
strikes.  In addition, similar to the neighbour-
ing province of Kandahar, two targeted killings 
were reported this period.  In Nawa-i-Barak 
Zayi AOG shot a local Shura member and in 
Lashkar Gah (Karti Lagan area) two AOG 
riding on a motorcycle opened fire on an off-
duty ANP and his relative, killing both.  
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The overall incident volume re-
ported in Zabul has increased as 
compared to the previous period. 
Similar to the previous cycle the 
main threat in the area is related 
to IED deployment.  There were 
at least 16 IED related incidents 
recorded in Shahjoy, Tarnak Wa 
Jaldak, Shamulzayi, Shinkay and 
Qalat districts, although only two 
devices detonated.  On 6th April, 
in Masoud Area of Arghandab 
District, a roadside IED hit a ci-
vilian vehicle, killing two occu-
pants and wounding another.  The 
second recorded IED incident 
occurred on 12 April, also in 
Shahjoy, when a roadside IED 
struck an IMF vehicle though it 
failed to cause  casualties.  
Along with IED initiated inci-
dents, at least 10 AOG direct at-
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tacks were reported in the past 
two weeks.  AOG initiated such 
attacks in Arghandab and Shahjoy 
districts with IMF patrols being 
hit six times, IMF logistical con-
voys twice and finally the District 
Centre of Shahjoy came under 
AOG attack; also twice.  Alt-
hough the majority of these at-
tacks involved a brief engagement 
(except a seven-hour fire fight 
reported in Shahjoy) one incident 
resulted in a civilian casualty.  On 
7thApril, AOG attacked the Shah-
joy DAC with SAF with com-
bined IMF/ANA elements re-
sponding to the scene and forcing 
the attackers to withdraw, howev-
er one civilian was killed in the 
cross-fire. 

It should be noted that ANSF/IMF units were 
very active this reporting period and concen-
trated its activity on Qalat and Shahjoy districts 
with the seizure of weapons and ammunition 
as well as several detentions of suspected 
AOG members.  Notably, in Hilal China area 
of Shahjoy District, IMF arrested four AOG 
members including a local commander.  In 
addition, a group of 20 AOG joined the recon-
ciliation process and handed over their weap-
ons on 4thApril in Qalat District Centre.  

U R U Z G A N  

12 reported incidents, of which 9 
devices detonated.  Although the 
ANSF/IMF patrols and vehicles 
were primary targets of IED 
strikes, in Sangan area of Chora 
District an IED killed a civilian.  
In addition, on 6thApril in Tirin 
Kot City, an explosive device det-
onated against a vehicle belonging 
to the Religious Affairs Depart-
ment, though the incident did not 
result in casualties.  
This reporting period ANSF/IMF 
operations continued, and though 
limited in number, it appeared 
that the use of air assets increased 
as compared to the previous cycle.  
As a result of an IMF air strike 
that occurred in Tangi Valley of 

Although less pronounced than 
during the last reporting period, 
the overall volume of incidents 
reported from Uruzgan continues 
to increase.  
Whereas AOG direct attacks, rec-
orded throughout the province, 
appeared quite limited IED de-
ployment appears to be on the 
rise and represents the main threat 
in the area.  During the present 
reporting period at least 21 IED 
related incidents were recorded, 
with 15 strikes taking place.  The 
large majority of these incidents 
took place in Tirin Kot and Dih-
rawud districts.  As noted in pre-
vious reports IED deployment 
remains prevalent in Tirin Kot 
District, with this reporting period 

Dihrawud District, nine AOG members were 
reported to have been killed.  In Tirin Kot 
District, IMF claimed to have killed an AOG 
commander during another air strike that tar-
geted AOG positions in Mihrabad Valley.  
Lastly, following an ANP operation in Char 
Chino, five AOG members were detained, 
including reportedly the AOG District Shadow 
Governor.  
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G H A Z N I  

Waghaz and Din Yak districts 
accounted for the majority of the-
se attacks.  Whereas the usual 
AOG ‘modus operandi’ consists 
in ‘hit and run’ tactics involving 
rather brief engagement with se-
curity forces, noteworthy excep-
tions were recorded this period.  
On 6thApril, in Soorki area of 
Andar District, an AOG ambush 
on joint ANSF/IMF convoy re-
sulted in six IMF soldiers being 
wounded.  While it is frequently 
noted that AOG direct attacks are 
not very effective and do not re-
sult in casualties, nonetheless dur-
ing this reporting cycle in addition 
to the aforementioned casualties, 
two IMF soldiers, two ANA and 
one ANP were reported to have 
been wounded.  And additional 
one ANA soldier, two PSC guards 
and two ANP were killed.  As 
compared to the number of direct 
attacks, IED emplacement re-
mains relatively limited with a to-

The overall level in security inci-
dents reported across Ghazni 
confirms the renewal in activities 
that had been observed in the pre-
vious cycle.  In the past two weeks 
only six AOG indirect attacks 
were recorded, respectively in 
Ghazni, Waghaz, Zana Khan, 
Khogyani and Muqur districts.  
Nonetheless, the main concern in 
the area consists of significant 
numbers of AOG initiated direct 
attacks.  In line with the last year’s 
pattern, District Administrative 
Centers were one of AOG pre-
ferred targets.  This reporting pe-
riod for instance, DACs in 
Waghaz came under AOG attack 
three times, in Rashidan and Zana 
Khan twice, and once in Dih Yak, 
Khogyani and Andar.  The vast 
majority of the reported 43 direct 
attacks were however focused on 
hitting ‘hard targets’ such as 
ANSF/IMF patrols and convoys 
or facilities.  In the last two weeks 
Andar, Ghazni, Qarabagh, 

tal of 18 reported incidents (detonations/
discoveries).  The main target of these attacks 
remains ANSF/IMF vehicles.  However, in 
Zargar Village of Ghazni District, an IED 
struck civilian vehicle killing five occupants 
and in Waghaz, two children were wounded 
when an IED detonated whilst they were play-
ing in the area. 
ANSF/IMF continued its high tempo of oper-
ations with at least 30 operations conducted 
throughout the province.  In the past two 
weeks these were focused on Andar, Dih Yak, 
Ghazni and Waghaz.  Also, as in other south-
ern provinces, in Ghazni protests took place in 
relation to the burning of the Holy Quran, 
however ending without violence.  
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under AOG attack and a pro-
longed fire fight ensued resulting 
in the detention of six AOG 
members.  
On 5th April, another series of 
demonstrations against the burn-
ing of the Holy Quran was staged 
in Zaranj Mosque.  The protestors 
chanted anti-American slogans 
and burnt a US flag; nonetheless 
the whole event was tightly moni-
tored by ANSF and ended with-
out further escalations.  On a dif-
ferent note, on 12 April in Zaranj 
City, the son of an IO national 
staff member who was abducted a 
month ago (on 10th March) was 
rescued by NDS.  In addition, 
several suspects were arrested in 
relation to this case. 

This reporting period Nimroz 
experienced a variety of incidents 
and though a change in geograph-
ical distribution was noted, AOG 
activity, as is typical, was focused 
on Khash Rod District.  In the 
past two weeks IED emplacement 
has decreased as compared to the 
previous report, with four report-
ed incidents (previous period had 
witnessed six IED related inci-
dents).  The majority of these inci-
dents consisted of discoveries, 
however one IED strike was rec-
orded on 11thApril in Qandahari 
Village, when one ANP was killed 
and another one wounded as a 
result of IED detonation.  The 
sole recorded AOG direct assault 
occurred in the same village the 
same day, as an Afghan Eradica-
tion Forces (AEF) team came 

Border tensions remain a concern and during 
this reporting period it manifested itself in a 
noteworthy incident that occurred on 
11thApril in Darvishok Area of Kang District.  
A fire fight erupted between Afghan and Irani-
an border police after the Iranian border police 
illegally entered into Afghan territory.  As a 
result, one ANP and two Afghan civilians were 
wounded.  At the time of writing this report 
there has not been any precise information 
about casualties on the opposite side. 
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ANSO is managed by an NGO 
Board. If you have any 

feedback, good or bad, let 
them know on: 

  advisoryboard@afgnso.org  

ANSO is hosted by 
 Deutsche Welthungerhilfe 

CENTRAL REGION OFFICE (KABUL) 
Tomas Muzik - central@afgnso.org  - 0799 323 792  
Mukhtar - central2@afgnso.org - 0799 322 116 

NORTH REGION OFFICE (MAZAR) 
Brian Laguardia - north@afgnso.org - 0799 404 617  
Firoz - north2@afgnso.org - 0799 408 252  

EAST REGION OFFICE (JALALABAD) 
Rory Brown - east@afgnso.org  - 0799 248 362  
Shohar - east2@afgnso.org - 0798 778 014  

SOUTH REGION OFFICE (KANDAHAR) 
Vacant - south@afgnso.org- 0796 688 416 
Noori - south2@afgnso.org - 0700 492 550 

WEST REGION OFFICE (HERAT) 
Rachel Adam - west@afgnso.org - 0799 322 192  
Sayed Karim- west2@afgnso.org - 0707 474 135 

COUNTRY MANAGEMENT (KABUL) 
Nic Lee - director@afgnso.org - 0799 325 349  
Nathan Ronaldson - operations@afgnso.org - 0797 165 017 
Patrick Malach - rsamobile@afgnso.org - 0793 230 118 

ANSO ACRONYMS 

 
ACG-Armed Criminal Group / 
AEF-Afghan Eradication Forces 
/ ANA-Afghan National Army / 
ANBP-Afghan National Border 
Police / ANP-Afghan National 
Police / AOG-Armed Opposition 
Group / APPF-Afghan Public 
Protection Forces (local depu-
tised militias) / DC-District 
Centre / GOA-Government of 
Afghanistan / IDF-Indirect Fire 
(ex: mortars) / IED-Improvised 
Explosive Device / IMF-
International Military Forces / 
NDS-National Directorate of 
Security (Intelligence) / PRP-
Previous Reporting Period / 
PSC-Private Security Company 
/ RPG-Rocket Propelled Gre-
nade / SAF-Small Arms Fire / 
VBIED-Vehicle Borne Impro-
vised Explosive Device / PDO-
Private Development Organisa-
tion / ALP-Afghan Local Police 
/ LDI-Local Defence Initiative / 
IEA-Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan (Taliban) / PSG-Provincial 
Shadow Governor (IEA) / DSG-
District Shadow Governor (IEA) 

THE AFGHANISTAN NGO SAFETY OFFICE  - CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 

MISSING 
This report ANSO 
could not provide 
analysis for the prov-
inces of: 
 

Bamyan 

Daykundi 

Panjshir 

 

 

 

This is because we 
do not know enough 
about the area to 
comment on the sig-
nificance of the inci-
dents occurring 
there. 
 
If you can help us 
understand the prov-
ince better, please 
contact us. 
 
 

CONTACT ANSO 

To Register with ANSO 
contact: 

registration@afgnso.org 

 

 

 

FEEDBACK ON ANSO SERVICES: Advisory Board email address 

 
ANSO welcomes your feedback. To provide confidential feedback, please email the 

ANSO Advisory Board at advisoryboard@afgnso.org. 


