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This report examines preparations for the March 2013 national elections in Kenya. It summarises the instability 

that stemmed from election results in 2007, the ICC indictment of 2013 candidates for president and vice-
president, and efforts that were introduced to mitigate civil strife and possible flashpoints where political tensions 

might give way to violence. Related information is available at www.cimicweb.org.  Hyperlinks to source material 

are highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. 
  

  

Background 

Kenyan voters will go to the polls on 04 March 2013, five years after a destabilising election in 2007 led to wide-

spread violence that resulted in the deaths of approximately 1,200 people and the displacement of over 600,000 

more. For decades, the political elite in Kenya have manipulated ethnic grievances and tribal affiliations to obtain 

political advantages, a factor that is believed to be the primary cause of the 2007-2008 post-election violence. A 

referendum in 2010 established a new constitution and ushered in sweeping devolutionary reforms, including the 

abolishment of the position of prime minister and the introduction of 47 provincial counties (an increase from the 

previous count of 7provinces and the capital Nairobi Area). For the first time, voters will elect a bicameral legisla-

ture of 394 members and 47 county governors. Additionally, outgoing President Mwai Kibaki is ineligible for a 

third term, so electors will decide on a new 

head of state. Leading candidates include cur-

rent Prime Minister Raila Odinga and current 

Finance Minister Uhuru Kenyatta, the son of 

Kenya’s former president from 1964-1978. If 

neither politician claims a plurality of the vote, 

then a runoff is scheduled for April. 

 

International monitors are hopeful the elections 

will advance gains made by the ratification of 

the 2010 constitution, continuing “the coun-

try’s progress toward becoming a modern 

democratic state”. However, if the process is 

marred by a lack of transparency and contested 

results, it could return the country to infighting 

and violence that marked the 2007 elections. 

Furthermore, violent outcomes might destabi-

lise the economic, political and security cli-

mate throughout the region, a possibility that 

international governments seek to prevent. In recent months, the Horn of Africa region has experienced political 

turbulence. Case in point, Ethiopia underwent a transition of power when former Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 

died suddenly and was replaced by Hailemariam Desalegn; in January 2013 a minor coup was attempted in Eri-
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trea; and for the fifth consecutive year, Somalia topped the Failed State Index. Kenya is an important regional 

power that boasts a GDP growth rate near five per cent. The past two decades have seen unprecedented economic 

expansion with trading partners outside of Africa, suggesting that the United States, Europe, and China, among 

others, will closely watch the 2013 polls. 

 

The election margins will almost certainly be close, and experts predict a run-off. To win the presidency outright, 

a candidate must claim a majority of ballots cast at the national level and 25 per cent of the vote in half of the 

country’s 47 counties. The election commission has until 11 March, one week after polling stations close, to tally 

and announce the results. If no candidate receives a majority vote, the top two candidates will face a runoff vote in 

April, no later than 11 April. As of 04 February, Odinga led the polls with a forty-six per cent approval rating; 

Kenyatta trailed with a forty per cent rating.  

 

2007-2008 Post-Election Violence 

Since multi-party elections were introduced in 1992, nearly every Kenyan vote has been accompanied by violence 

or scandal. President Kibaki’s re-election in 2002 was a relative exception. However, by 2007 his multi-ethnic 

Rainbow Coalition had dissolved and he represented the pro-Kikuyu Party of National Unity (PNU). Odinga’s 

ODM party ran a heated opposition campaign, during which both politicians openly appealed to ethnic divisions. 

Elections were held on 27 December 2007. With a quick, “fraudulent tabulation of the vote”, according to the 

Center for Strategic and International Studies, President Kibaki was hastily announced the winner in what was 

widely believed to be a rigged election. Odinga protested the results and clashes broke out almost immediately, 

continuing for six weeks.  

 

Kibera, an impoverished Nairobi community that is home to one million people, was an early flashpoint of the 

post-election violence. Men rushed into the streets with sticks, stones and flaming tires, and were met by police. 

Kibera is a microcosm of Kenya’s ethnic diversity, consisting largely, but not exclusively, of Kikuyu, Luo and 

Nubian communities. Elsewhere, thirty civilians, many of them children, were burned to death when rioters set 

fire to the church in Eldoret, a predominately Kalenjin town in the East Rift. This incident was not unique. 

Throughout the country stories mounted about members of particular ethnic groups being dragged from their 

homes and clubbed to death in public. 

 

Over the course of several weeks, police killed as many as 405 people, the majority of them living in the Kibera 

shantytown or Kisumu, a port city on Lake Victoria. In Kisumu, Luos drove out over 20,000 Kikuyus. Although, 

they are the largest and most powerful political and economic group in Kenya, their influence in the Rift Valley 

has waned and Kikuyus in the West suffered from revenge attacks committed by smaller ethnic groups for Kiku-

yu-initiated violence that took place in the East. Towns in the Rift Valley like Nyanza, Molo and Nakuru also bore 

witness to mob violence that killed hundreds. During the unrest, the media, Kenya’s election commission, interna-

tional monitors and nearly every major candidate were blamed for inciting the controversy. 

 

Ethnic fault lines define much of Kenya’s political culture, and ethnic hostilities are the most widely attributed 

cause of the chaos that proceeded from the 2007 election. After Kenya’s independence from Britain, ethnic ten-

sions were reinforced by political elites to calcify their economic, social and political status. In turn, these eco-

nomic and social factors provided politicians levers by which they could exacerbate existing ethnic and tribal 

cleavages. Therefore, economic disparities, systemic government corruption, weak institutions, access to re-

sources, and land rights all contributed to the complicated tableau that fomented instability in the early weeks of 

2008.  

 
Outcomes 

In the wake of the 2007-2008 violence, a process known as the Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation 

(KNDR) was initiated by government leaders with strong backing from the international community. It was led by 

former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, former president of Tanzania Benjamin Mkapa and former South Afri-

can first lady Graça Machel. The dialogue sought to immediately stymie the political crisis and establish inde-

pendent review commissions that considered long-term causes of the conflict which might recur if not redressed. 

Over a span of six weeks, Odinga ceded victory to Kibaki, a National Accord was signed on 28 February 2008, 

and a national unity government known as the “Grand Coalition” was introduced. Under the agreement, the num-
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ber of cabinet ministers and assistant ministers rose from seventeen to ninety and included Odinga as prime minis-

ter – a temporary arrangement; the position will be eliminated after the upcoming elections.  

 

An additional component of the National Accord established two landmark commissions. The Independent Re-

view Commission (IREC) examined the electoral process and developed the “Kriegler Report” which outlined a 

set of recommendations for improving the electoral process. The Commission of Inquiry on Post Election Vio-

lence (CIPEV), also known as the “Waki Commission” investigated alleged instances of criminality, violence and 

security responses to the 2007 election; it considered past injustices. Both reports resulted in Agenda Item 4 of the 

National Accords, which recom-

mended sweeping constitutional re-

forms to improve governance, ensure 

transparent elections and prevent 

political violence in the future.  

 

Reforms 
The introduction of the Grand Coali-

tion largely quelled the disorder. As 

the political arena normalised, the 

Kenyan government, steered by the 

KNDR process, undertook a series of 

reforms. The 2010 constitution is the 

most significant of these. A primary 

goal of constitutional reform was to 

address many of the ethnic rifts that 

divided the country in the past by 

localising government responsibili-

ties and replacing corrupt provincial 

authorities with smaller, decentral-

ised counties. It includes a bill of 

rights that extends protections to 

women and all racial groups, up-

holds civil liberties, strengthens au-

tonomous institutions, and outlines 

mechanisms for more transparent 

governance. Kenyans voted over-

whelmingly in favour of the constitu-

tion and Kibaki ratified it on 27 Au-

gust 2010. 

 

 

During the KNDR process, leaders also identified the opportunities for cronyism inherent in the now defunct Elec-

tions Monitoring Board (EMB). The EMB had been responsible for oversight of elections and its members were 

appointed directly by the president in power, hardly an independent arm of the government. The KNDR recom-

mended that it be dismantled and proposed in its place the Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission 

(IEBC), a body that was removed from presidential supervision. Officially mandated under Article 88 of the con-

stitution, the agency was charged with registering candidates and overseeing elections, as well as reconstituting 

Kenya’s former system of provinces into decentralised counties.  

 

Additionally, the National Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC) was also established during the KNDR 

as a permanent body with the purpose of ensuring integrity and equality of opportunity in the political sphere. In 

theory, the NCIC functions as a nonpartisan watchdog, prosecuting perpetrators of hate speech and training elec-

tion monitors and pollsters. 

 

 

Source: USAID 
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2013 Presidential Candidates 

 
Raila Odigna 

Current Prime Minister Raila Odinga represents the Orange Democratic Movement (ODM). A Luo chief, his fa-

ther was the outspoken critic of Jomo Kenyatta, the first president of Kenya and father to Odinga’s rival, Uhuru 

Kenyatta. Odinga identifies as a Luo, the second most populous ethnic group in Kenya. He ran for the presidency 

in 2007 and nearly succeeded in unseating Kibaki. In 2012, ODM aligned itself with Vice-President Kalonzo 

Musyoka’s Wiper party and Trade Minister Moses Wetangulu’s Ford party. Odinga announced Vice-President 

Musyoka as his running mate; Minister Wetangulu will serve as leader of the party. Collectively, their 2013 plat-

form is outlined in the Cord Manifesto. 

 

Uhuru Kenyatta 
Uhuru Kenyatta, current deputy prime minister and minister of finance, represents the National Alliance Party 

(TNA). His running mate is William Ruto. Kenyatta is Kikuyu, the country’s most populous ethnic group, and 

Ruto identifies as a Kalenjin, an ethnic group associated with agriculture and the Rift Valley that has gained in-

creasing political importance in recent decades. Kenyatta is the country’s wealthiest citizen, worth USD 500 mil-

lion, and heir to the political fame of his father, Jomo Kenyatta, the modern state’s founding president. Ruto was 

an Odinga supporter in the 2007 election, which has led to criticism that the ticket is a union of convenience. The 

TNA and its supporting parties released the Jubilee Manifesto in 2013 to outline their platform. 

 

ICC Controversy 

Kenyatta’s campaign has been mired in controversy since he and Ruto were charged by the International Criminal 

Court (ICC) for instigating violence and committing crimes against humanity during the 2007-2008 election cycle. 

According to the charges, Kenyatta organised and financed a campaign of Kikuyu-led violence, which resulted in 

“rape, murder, transfer of populations and other inhumane acts”, reports The Guardian. Ruto is wanted for com-

mitting similar crimes, but in the country’s western Rift Valley. Although both men deny the charges, Kenyatta 

has said they will comply with the ICC judicial process, regardless of the electoral outcomes. The trial will com-

mence in April, around the time a runoff would take place should no candidate win the election outright, an out-

come that is exceedingly probable. 

 

Both parties have tried to capitalise on the international case for their own political gains. Kenyatta and Ruto ac-

cused Odinga of “conspiring with foreigners” while maintaining their own innocence. They assured voters they 

will support the ICC verdict while also asserting they expect an acquittal. Odinga’s camp has responded that the 

international community will shun Kenya if its leaders are brought before the Court. Other politicians have simply 

suggested they will have the men removed from office, should they win. The Africa Policy Institute (API) ex-

plains that the ICC controversy increases the likelihood for the elections to bring instability. According to API, 

“The intervention by [the] ICC has deeply polarised the power elite, widening existing ethnic fault lines and 

heightening the risk of a repeat of electoral violence”. 

 

Possible Outcomes 

Under Article 145 of Kenya’s constitution, one third of the parliament can vote to impeach a sitting president if 

there is reasonable suspicion that s/he has violated national or international law, a prospect that Kenyan lawyers 

have not ruled out. Another possible outcome is that, if elected, much of their terms will be served in absentia 

while the men sit for the Court’s proceedings at The Hague. Chief Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda estimated the pros-

ecution will require 826 hours to present evidence against Ruto; Kenyatta’s case will require 572 hours. 

 

The International Crisis Group (ICG) warns a Kenyatta presidency while ICC proceedings are on-going could 

isolate Kenya, or at least render it difficult for many governments to normalise diplomatic and economic relations 

with the country. Donors might also be affected, electing to scale back assistance. On 07 February, the top US 

diplomat for Africa, Johnnie Carson, urged Kenyans to carefully weigh their decisions before casting a vote. Alt-

hough he did not mention Kenyatta’s name, Carson warned of “consequences” depending on the election’s out-

come. According to the Washington Post, Carson stated, “Individuals have reputations…Individuals have histo-

ries. Individuals are known for who they are and what they say, what they have said, and how they act”.  
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The ICG also suggests that matters grow increasingly complicated if one or both men do not cooperate with the 

court. If a verdict is delivered that does not favour Kenyatta and/or Ruto, then a worst-case scenario might include 

the men rejecting the Court’s ruling and refusing to abdicate power, similar to the current scenario played out by 

President Omar al-Bashir of Sudan. The United Kingdom, France and Switzerland reiterated their restricted dip-

lomatic engagements with individuals indicted by the ICC. According to French ambassador Etienne de Poncins, 

“Our position is that we only have essential contact with somebody who is indicted by the ICC; it is a well-known 

position, same as that of the British”.  

 

Economic Factors 

Anticipation of insecurity stemming from the election has produced an array of economic consequences. For in-

stance, Christmastime travel decreased throughout the country, and the sale of alcohol has been banned by Parlia-

ment in the days leading up to 04 March. The fear of violent protests and potential property damage has driven 

business owners to suspend operations. In January 2013, businesses closed in Odinga’s home district of Kisumu. 

According to local residents, politicians have a history of stoking violence that causes proprietors to pre-emptively 

shut down their enterprises. As employees lose or abandon their jobs, families often return to ancestral homes, 

signalling broader displacement patterns. The World Bank forecasts an overall economic decline for the Kenyan 

economy from 6.1 per cent to 5 per cent. If violence erupts in the wake of the election, the World Bank indicates 

growth could drop to three or four per cent. In the previous election cycle, the country’s growth rate fell from 7.1 

per cent in 2007 to 1.5 per cent in 2008. 

 

Concerns for 2013 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) predicts the likelihood for instability following this year’s election remains “peri-

lously high” due to the failure of the government to address many of the root causes of violence in 2007-2008. 

Since June 2012, at least 477 people have been killed in inter-communal violence related to the upcoming elec-

tions. Displacement has also increased; since August 2012, as many as 112,000 people have fled their homes. 

HRW criticises the limited scope of government reforms. Of particular concern, is the relative impunity and pro-

tection from prosecution that public officials enjoy. The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) also notes the devo-

lutionary reforms that were enacted could be counterproductive because they have led to the most complex elec-

tion in the country’s history. In creating 47 new counties, the electorate will now vote on 47 county governors, 

hundreds of new parliament members and any number of local officials, in addition to the highly fractious presi-

dential race 

 

Inadequate Police Force 
Reports of police abuse were prolific during the 2008 post-election turbulence, and fears that police conduct will 

result in bloodshed in 2013 have been voiced by international human rights groups like HRW and Amnesty Inter-

national. Despite its past record, the Kenyan police force has undergone significant reforms, including the ap-

pointment of its first inspector general. However, a major obstacle to security remains the limited size of the force. 

The IEBC anticipates opening between 29,000 and 40,000 polls; each must be manned by at least one police of-

ficer, with some of the larger polling sites requiring several officers. The size of the police force is only 70,000. 

The CFR warns that the insufficient number of officers sets up a scenario whereby the Kenya Defence Forces 

might be deployed for the first time since the country’s independence. Another alternative is the deployment of the 

General Service Unit (GSU), an elite paramilitary domestic police force. In 2007-2008, members of the GSU were 

allegedly responsible for sexual violence against women and girls and extrajudicial executions. 

 

Somali Border 

Since 2011, when Kenya deployed troops to Somalia to combat the al-Shabaab presence along the border, north-

eastern pockets of the country have become increasingly volatile. Large populations of ethnic Somalis inhabit the 

Mandera districts; Dadaab, alone, has been home to over 100,000 refugees for more than a decade. Kenyan securi-

ty forces have reportedly carried out abuses against ethnic Somalis in the past, and the International Crisis Group 

(ICG) cites Islamic radicalisation in the region as a potential trigger for ethnic clashes, possibly even fuelling 

trans-state violence. On 03 February, a suicide bomber suspected of links to al-Shabaab detonated himself in a 

crowded marketplace in Wajir, wounding several. If these types of attacks grow more common, they could plunge 

the state into civil chaos, a possibility that regional and international actors would rather avoid. 
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Rift Valley 

The Rift Valley is home to Kikuyu and Kalenjin groups, which have clashed over land rights long before the 2007 

election. Nevertheless, the elections triggered some of the most gruesome inter-communal violence as well-

organised gangs of Kalenjin youth attacked Kikuyu shops and homes. The Luo also represent a sizable population 

of the Rift and were targeted by Kikuyu bands in 

2007-2008. HRW found that government re-

forms were largely ineffective and the inability 

of police to carry out regular tasks in a “non-

discriminatory manner” has increased animosi-

ties rather than mitigate them. A final concern is 

that impunity from crimes committed in the pre-

vious election could provoke further violence in 

2013. 

 

Coast Province – MRC and Tana Delta 
The impoverished communities surrounding the 

capital of Coast Province, Mombasa, such as 

Kisauni, Bamburi and Mtwapa are being closely 

monitored. The region’s economy is severely 

depressed and officials predict the overflowing 

shantytowns could erupt into violence similar to 

the mobs that appeared in Kibera streets in 2007. 

An additional concern in the province is the re-

cent resurgence of the Mombasa Republican 

Council (MRC), a grassroots separatist move-

ment that is challenging the Kenyan government. 

Supposedly organised in the 1990s, the group 

has gained notoriety since 2008 when it publi-

cised the slogan “Pwani si Kenya (the Coast is 

not Kenya)”. MRC members range from 100,000 

to 1.5 million and cite coastal land rights as their primary grievance with Nairobi. The group threatened to boycott 

elections in 2013 and bar entry of the IEBC; however, a court struck down the MRC petition. The Kenyan gov-

ernment outlawed the group, a decision that was quickly reversed by the court system. Contravening the court’s 

ruling, the national police, including GSU battalions, arrested key leaders of the group. The Integrated Regional 

Information Networks (IRIN) published reports suggesting “the crackdown could backfire” if violence in the re-

gion continues to escalate prior to 04 March. However, on 02 February, a spokesman for the MRC called for a 

peaceful electoral process, indicating the group will encourage its members, especially community youth, to re-

frain from violence. MRC Secretary General, Hamza Randu, echoed the spokesman, “We are ready to talk to our 

youth and allow the government [to] conduct the general elections”. 

 

Tensions in the Tana Delta are indicative of the ethnic fault lines that pervade much of Kenyan politics, yet they 

also demonstrate the willingness of national politicians to co-opt localised conflict. Over 200 people have died in 

the region since mid-2012 in violence related to inter-communal and inter-ethnic feuds. The Orma is a pastoralist 

tribe that often competes for water and grazing rights with the Pokomo, a settled agrarian community. Although 

they outnumber the Pokomo, the Orma have not had representation since the new constitution introduced redis-

tricting. Pokomo leaders currently hold all three elected seats. The most recent spate of attacks can be traced to 

December 2012 when Pokomo slaughtered between 48 and 53 mostly Orma villagers. The Orma carried out re-

prisal attacks against Pokomo several weeks later, and a political mediation is yet to be implemented. The conflict 

is made more complicated by the fact that both police and politicians have been accused of complicity in the 

bloodshed. The Tana Delta police chief admitted local Pokomo and Orma police officers were participants in the 

violence. Inaction by the local police could require federal intervention, such as the deployment of GSU, despite 

the potential for blowback if abuses similar to those committed by national police in 2007-2008 are repeated.  

 

 

 

UNREST STIRS an EXODUS 

Since a deeply flawed election in December incited ethnic and political 
violence, hundreds of thousands of people have been driven from their 

homes.  Many are resettling in ethnically homogenous areas.  The areas 

on the map represent a sample of the movements by some ethnic groups 

(red labels).  Source: Geographic Travels 
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Technology 

The online community has lent unprecedented support to the Kenyan electoral process in 2013. The country has 

an estimated 13.5 million internet users, most of whom rely on mobile phones to access content. Civil society or-

ganisations (CSOs), corporations and free-lancers are using technology to arm voters with tools that will encour-

age conflict-free elections and enforce transparency in the polling process. Efforts have primarily focused on three 

core functions: sharing information about how and where to vote; monitoring and preventing hate speech that is 

intended to incite violence; and expanding access to crowdsourcing tools that can report incidents of violence and 

voting irregularities as they occur during real-time. Daudi Were, one of Kenya’s most prominent bloggers summa-

rised the efforts, “We are protecting the vote, protecting the electoral progress”. 

 

Conflict Mapping 

Ushaidi (“witness” in Swahili) produced the 2008 post election violence map that first allowed individuals to send 

SMS messages to report hostilities. An early example of “crowdsourcing”, the platform was later used in post-

earthquake Haiti, the Gaza war in 2009, and the Tohoku Japanese tsunami in 2011. To prepare for the 2013 elec-

tions, Ushaidi has mobilised a standby task force of technologists, researchers, and activists to support a range of 

crowd-mapping activities. The group has already designated local language teams and is currently monitoring hate 

speech. It has also enlisted dozens of data visualisation experts to code open source maps of events that unfold 

throughout the electoral process.  

 

So-called “crisis mappers” or “conflict mappers” have established open source platforms that allow anyone with a 

mobile device to share and access information about polling irregularities. For example, Uchaguzi seeks to im-

prove election transparency by providing mobile-based tools for individuals to report, “intimidation, hate speech, 

vote bullying, polling clerk-bias, and voting misinformation”. Individuals with a mobile phone can email, text, or 

tweet real-time information, which is recorded and then visualised on a map according to the Global Positioning 

System (GPS) coordinates provided by a user. Think Spatial Kenya has produced a map of 16,000 polling sites 

across the country so that individuals have reliable data about a polling station. Another CSO, Map Kibera, has 

organised election monitors in one of the largest slums in the capital Nairobi. 

 

Governments and International Organisations 

Governments and international organisations have also capitalised on the sophistication of technology users in 

Kenya and are relying on digital platforms to provide information about polling sites, candidates, and other elec-

tion details. Kenya Open Data is a government-sponsored initiative that aims to improve governance and transpar-

ency by making government records, including voting regulations and election data, accessible online. The UN 

Organisation for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has produced a map of conflicts by district as 

inter-community violence escalates prior to the election. The Constitution and Reform Education Consortium 

(CRECO) represents a broad coalition of Kenyan organisations that conducted a baseline study to identify the 

most volatile counties based on a range of social, economic and security factors. CRECO then outlined specific 

local-level reforms that might mitigate post-election violence.  

 

Social Media 

In 2007-2008 hate speech sent via SMS messages was used to rally crowds and inflame ethnic divisions. In 2012, 

social media outlets have reportedly deployed teams of technologists to undermine groups or individuals that uti-

lise technology to instigate violence. Umati has gained notoriety for its plans to monitor new media, identify dan-

gerous speech and then disseminate information about the distributor and the content of the messages. Reports 

published by Umati demonstrate how its staff has identified “commentators” of hate speech and then paired the 

commentators with specific instructions. Examples of such “calls to action” include directions to “discriminate”, 

“forcefully evict”, “beat”, and even “kill”. The organisation enjoys support from well-known institutions like 

American University and Ushahidi. As the election approaches, Umati can be followed by blog and twitter.  

 

In a partnership with Storyful, Google launched the Kenya Election Hub, a YouTube channel that hosted presiden-

tial debates and plans to monitor campaign activities and election results through 04 March. “The online space is 

an increasingly important tool for outreach, engagement and reflection during the political process”, said Mark-

ham Nolan, the managing editor at Storyful, Google’s chief partner in the election hub initiative.  
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Despite the proliferation of digital monitoring mechanisms, Kenyan government minister Muthui Kariuki issued a 

cryptic warning to international journalists covering the election on 30 January 2013. Accusing journalists and 

pollsters of catalysing violence in the past, he asserted that reporters will be “summoned” if they publish stories 

that polarise the electorate. He admonished journalists by stating, “We will set you on fire before you set us on 

fire”. The issue of journalism is complicated because local media outlets undeniably contributed to hate speech 

that fuelled ethnic tensions and clashes in the weeks after the 2007 elections. Although most local radio stations 

called for calm during the 2007-2008 violence, a BBC investigation found that some stations broadcasted blatant 

hate speech targeting specific ethnic groups that stoked the unrest. The recent statements by Kariuki hinted at 

wide-scale press restrictions and drew international criticism.  The Associated Press called the decree a “veiled 

threat” and Tom Rhodes of the Committee to Protect Journalists decried the statement as “utterly reprehensible 

and unbecoming of a government spokesman”.  

 

Conclusion 

Since violence first broke out after the 2007 elections, the Kenyan government, with support from regional and 

international actors, has implemented a suite of governance reforms meant to curtail post-electoral clashes in the 

future. Foreign governments have endorsed the new constitution and voiced their support for a peaceful political 

transition. Technology companies and CSOs have also introduced innovative strategies and social media platforms 

to dissuade politicians from inciting instability through hate speech. Nevertheless, ethnic divisions remain fraught 

in the country of forty million, as do a host of economic, political and social cleavages. International monitors will 

closely observe results on 04 March realising the high probability of a run-off to follow in early April of 2013. 
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