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Highlights 
Heavy rains throughout the weekend caused extensive flooding with following damage and destruction in Dar es 
Salaam.  

 As of 14
th
 April, 19 casualties were reported 

(including 6 children)  

 TRCS initial reports approximately 20,000 people 
affected 

 Light/small vehicles have been allowed to cross different damages bridges connecting Dar with other parts of 
the country 

 UN have not received any request for assistance from Government yet 

Situation Overview 

Tanzania Meteorological Agency (TMA) issued a red alert on Thursday 10
th

 April urging residents to prepare for 
heavy rains exceeding 50mm in 24hrs, strong winds at 40 km per hour and large ocean waves reaching two 
meters. The agency warned residents of high risk areas, ocean users and even disaster management authorities to 
be especially cautious. 

The ongoing flooding is primarily the consequence of heavy downpour over Dar es Salaam for the past last four 
days. All of Dar es Salaam three administrative districts (Ilala, Temeke, and Kinondoni) have been affected with 
Kinondoni been worst affected. The exact number of people impacted by the disaster is yet to be established; 
currently the estimated number affected is 20,000 (TRCS Rapid Assessment report 15

th
 April).  

Dar Es Salaam Regional Commissioner, Mr Saidi Meck Sadiki confirmed 19 people dead as results of the floods on 
the 14

th
 of April.  

Hundreds of people are displaced in different parts of the city including 
Ubungo, Tabata, Magomeni, Msasani, and Kinondoni. Water is subsiding, 
although many have lost personal belongings. 

Hundreds of families have sought refuge with friends and relatives as rising 
water levels sweep away their homes. Rescue workers were under 
pressure Sunday to move those stranded in floods to temporary homes in 
public offices and schools (The Citizen). 

Most of the victims not only lost their livelihoods but also almost all of their 
essential households like; cooking sets, mattresses, food reserves etc. 

Major bridges connecting the city and the regions were 
damaged and destroyed. This include the Ruvu Bridge along 
the Morogoro-Dar Es Salaam Highway, Mpinga Bridge (see 
image on the left) along the Dar Es Salaam Bagamoyo Road 
as well as Mzinga Bridge that connects Dar and the southern 
regions of Lindi and Mtwara and some parts of Coast regions 
(Daily News).  

As of late Monday/early Tuesday light/small vehicles have 
been allowed to cross Mzinga, Kongowe, and Ruvu bridge. 

20,000 
Affected people 

19 
Casualties  

465  
Families displaced  

Holding location 
# displaced 
families 

Jangwani Congo      102 

Jangwani Fire  53 

Jangwani  B      110 

Jangwani  A            62 

Vingunguti Dampo           56 

Kinondoni Bujunghu   15 

Jangwani F  67 

Tanzania Red Cross Society report 15
th
 April 
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Background on the crisis 

Tanzania has been receiving above normal rainfall since late January. Forecast information and alerts have 
been issued by the Tanzania Meteorological Authority(TMA) indicating the start of annual long rains from the 
months of March through June. In accordance with the country’s meteorological services agency (TMA) 
forecast, several locations of the country will continue to  receive above normal rains with greater possibility of 
further flooding in several parts of the country particularly along coastal belt. 
 

One major challenge in repairing the bridges is lack of stones from the Wazo cement factory which produces 
stones materials required for constructing bridges. 

UN has not yet receive any request for assistance from the Government.  

Response 

Tanzania National Roads Agency is working on the affected bridges (Daily News). 

No camps have been established. People affected have been informed on where to seek health services. Identified 
health facilities are operating their contingency plans and no supplies have been requested or supplied to them. 

The Red Cross (TRCS) has initiated a rapid assessment exercise yesterday (Monday) and will be distributing Non-
Food Items including blankets and mattresses. TRCS’s capacity is getting stretched because it relies heavily on a 
volunteer work force, is still responding to the aftermath of the January floods in Morogoro/Dakawa and has a 
limited stock of emergency supplies in store (TRCS Rapid Assessment report 15th April). 

TRCS have to date deployed a total of 40 volunteers and three staff members in response to Dar es Salaam 
flooding to provide first aid/ambulance services  and to participate in the search and rescue operations coordinated 
by the Government through the Fire and Rescue brigade. TRCS situation report identifies the following urgent 
needs: blankets, mattresses, bed sheets, mosquito nets, kitchen/ cooking sets, food items, water buckets, drinking 
water and tarpaulins for emergency shelter (TRCS Rapid Assessment report 15th April). 

General Coordination 
The police, in collaboration with regional authorities, have set up rescue teams to work in areas most affected by 

the floods. (The Citizen) 

The Disaster Management Department (DMD) of the Prime Minister’s Office has not submitted an official situation 

report. It is compiling the situation reports from various sources.   

The UN Emergency Coordination Group is actively monitoring the situation.  
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