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Below-normal precipitation and shortages of irrigation water have reduced cereal production in Tajikistan to

20-25 percent below last year’s level. Despite poor harvests and very high fuel and wheat flour prices in

Tajikistan, the food security conditions for poor households is likely to remain stable as a result of record

breaking levels of remittances and a good wheat harvest in Kazakhstan this year. Also, major cash crops like cotton,

potatoes and oil seeds were better than normal this year, according to a recent FAO crop prospects assessment.

Between June and October 2011, wheat flour prices remained relatively stable in most markets in Tajikistan; however,

prices remain high compared to 2010 prices and are still above their 2008 levels. In Gharm and Khorog, wheat flour prices

eased between June and September following decreased wheat harvests this year and the cut in export duties on fuel by

Russian, Tajikistan’s main supplier. However, in October 2011 wheat flour prices in Gharm remained constant (-1 percent)

as last month, and 43 percent higher than a year earlier due to decrease in this year’s wheat production. The slight

downward direction of prices reflects recent imports from Kazakhstan. Even in good production years, Tajikistan imports

half of its wheat consumption requirements. Following a decrease in Kazakhstan’s wheat flour prices, Tajikistan’s market

seems not affected yet, but the wheat prices are expected to decrease soon. Households will be increasing demand for

wheat flour to prepare for winter months soon.

During October, petrol prices increased in Khorog by five percent compared to last month. On October 1st, 2011 Russia

reduced the export duty for gasoline. However, gasoline prices remain at its highest levels since 2008. It has been

reported that seasonal weather changes raise the prospect of increased influenza transmission and morbidity during the

fall 2011 and winter 2012.

The outlook for Tajikistan is that food security outcomes will generally remain stable assuming that remittance continue

to respond to high food prices. Wheat flour prices are expected to decrease as low export wheat prices from Kazakhstan

continue to excerpt downward pressure.

Legend

Important anomalies in proximate causes of food insecurity have been observed and outcomes corresponding to Phase 2 Stressed on the

IPC Acute Food Insecurity Reference Table are likely to occur now or in the future.

 

Current Anomalies

Rasht Valley Irrigated Potato Zone Near-Term Food Insecurity Trend

Category Agro-Climatology and Food Production Markets and Trade Health and Nutrition Civil Insecurity

Anomaly Yes Yes No No

In the Rasht area that is specialized in potato production, this year’s potato harvest increased by 70 percent compared to

2009/2010. Food security for households who trade potatoes for wheat in the Rasht is likely to improve because wheat

prices short-term average show a slight decrease through December while potatoes prices tend to increase. Average wheat

flour prices in Khorog and Gharm were higher than prices for the three markets (Kurgan?Tube, Dushanbe and Khujand) that

continued to drop during October. In Gharm, wheat prices in October were unchanged compared to September 2011, and are

still historical high. However, favorable wheat harvest in northern Kazakhstan should significantly dampen upward pressure

on wheat prices in Tajikistan. In Kazakhstan, export wheat prices continued to decline following wheat production in 2011

that is over 80 percent larger than in 2010 - the largest crop on record for Kazakhstan. Due to increased duties for Russian

gasoline exported to Tajikistan, imports continue to drop. During nine months in 2011, about 124,000 tons less gasoline

was imported than in 2010. Potato prices are at their lowest levels in Gharm since January 2011. They remained stable in

Gharm between August and September 2011, due to sufficient supply linked to new harvests entering the markets. As of

October 2011, prices remained unchanged compared to October 2010. Potato prices followed usual seasonal trends by

decreasing in some markets following the harvest in surplus production areas in the Rasht Valley and northern Tajikistan.

Though potato prices are at their lowest level in October, wheat prices remain high. However, households in general will be

more reliant on remittances this year (the level of remittances increased) because of the poor harvest in 2011 and high food

and fuel prices, which is at record high levels. These mitigate the impact of a poor harvest and high food prices.

Food security conditions improving or expected to improve in the next 3 to 6 months

No significant changes in food security conditions expected in the next 3 to 6 months

Food security conditions deteriorating or expected to deteriorate in the next 3 to 6 months
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Production and Market Flow Map Maps illustrating market catchments and flows for commodities

important to food security. Read more

Tajikistan Livelihood

Zon ...

Tajikistan Livelihood

Zon ...

Livelihood Zone Map divides the country into homogenous zones within which people share broadly the

same pattern of livelihood, including options for obtaining food and income and market opportunities.

Read more

Tajikistan Livelihood

Zon ...

Tajikistan Livelihood

Zon ...

Livelihood Zone Descriptions accompany Zone Maps. They briefly describe the main characteristics of

livelihoods in each zone. On their own, livelihood zone maps and descriptions aid development of

monitoring systems by identifying geographically relevant variables to monitor. Read more

Livelihood Seasonal Monitoring Calendars combine the seasonal calendars found in the profiles with

the information on sources of food and income by wealth group to identify which variables are important

to which wealth groups in each zone. This serves as a quick reference tool when developing a

monitoring plan. Read more
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