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Situation Overview 

 

 In the month under review the county recorded an average rainfall amount of 147 mm compared to 

78 mm recorded in the previous month. 

 In the first and second dekad, the entire county received very good rains. The rains were evenly 

distributed both in the highlands and lowlands. Amounts were relatively good and distribution in 

terms of space and time was good. 

 Flush floods were reported on the 9
th

 December, 2013 in areas of Kimorigho, Taveta Sub County. 

 Kenya Red Cross Society and Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation provided non food items to 

household members adversely affected. 

 Most farmers in the rain fed lowlands are not expecting to harvest with the disappearance of the 

rains. 

 Food crop failure in the rain fed lowlands could result to the county to slide into an emergency 

phase due to lack of food stocks at the household level and increased prices of food stuffs at the 

markets. 

 The county still remains food insecure especially in the rain fed lowlands. Areas marked as 

hotspots unless farmers harvest in the month of February are Mwaroko, Sangenyi, Mlilo, 

Mbaramghondi, Maramunyi and Mbulia in Taita Sub County, Ndara, Miasenyi, Marungu, 

Rukanga and Bungule in Voi district and Mwatate, Landi, Modambogho, Mwakitau, Mwachabo, 

Msorongo, Rong’e Nyika, Sechu and Mengo in Mwatate Sub County. 

 Others are Kimorigho, Python Hill, Mokine, Mtakuja, Salaita, Mata, Jipe and Lessesia in Taveta 

Sub County. 

 Protracted Relief and Recovery Operations and General Food Distribution remain significant 

programs in promoting food security in the county. 

 The rains recharged water sources in both the lowlands and the highlands. 

 Most water sources recharged full to capacity for instance Mwatate dam, Mgeno, Ngoto, and 

Manoa water pans. 

 In all livelihood zones condition of natural vegetation and pasture is good in both quality and 

quantity. 

 The body condition of cattle, goats and sheep is good in all livelihood zones. 

 Supplementary feeding and increased milk production at household level continue to improve 

nutrition status of children less than five years in the county. 

 Cases of human wildlife conflict continue to be reported though at reduced rates. Marauding lions 

were spotted in areas of Msorongo and Mwashoti, Mwakitau location. 

 Compared to the previous month remittances, sale of crop and formal employment rose by 5%, 3% 

and 2% respectively. 

 Petty trading and casual labour decreased by 9% and 1% respectively while sale of livestock 

products and sale of charcoal remained the same. 

 Other income sources were bodaboda taxis, casual labour at the sisal estates and irrigation 

schemes, fishing, small scale mining, sell of sand, bricks, charcoal, firewood, sugarcane, ballast 

and miraa. 

 However, charcoal burning, small scale mining and casual labour at irrigation schemes remain the 

major source of income to most households in the lowlands. 

 Though food is available at the market, prices are still very high for instance maize ranges between 

Kshs 40 - 50 per kg, beans Kshs 70 - 100 per kg and Cowpeas Kshs 80 - 100 per kg. 
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Recommendations to County Steering Group and Kenya Food Security Meeting 

 

 Agriculture department to sensitize farmers on post harvest management. 

 Livestock officers to sensitize farmers on pasture conservation and development of grazing 

reserves. 

 Livestock and Veterinary department to intensify livestock disease surveillance and vaccination. 

 Learning and health institutions should fix roof gutters to enhance water storage facilities. 

 Kenya Wildlife Services to enhance surveillance in order to reduce human wildlife conflict. 
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1.0   Environmental indicators (Stability) 

1.1 Rainfall 

 

 In the month under review the county recorded an average rainfall amount of 147 mm 

compared to 78 mm recorded in the previous month. 

 In the first and second dekad, the entire county received very good rains. The rains were 

evenly distributed both in the highlands and lowlands. Amounts were relatively good and 

distribution in terms of space and time was good. 

 Wongonyi station recorded the highest amount of rainfall of 222.8 mm, Teri 165 mm, 

Mwarungu 115.4 mm and Lushangonyi 112.6 mm all representing the highlands of the 

county. 

 Lowlands were Mwachabo 127 mm, Njukini 94.9 mm, Mwachawaza 85 mm, Mwakitau 74 

mm and Challa 48 mm. 

 Flush floods were reported on the 9
th

 December, 2013 in areas of Kimorigho, Taveta Sub 

County. Floods submerged the whole of Kimorigho sub location consisting of Marodo A&B 

of population of 1,000, Ngutini A&B 1,000, Kimorigho A&B 1,000, and Lambo 600. 

 Kenya Red Cross Society and Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation provided non food 

items to household members adversely affected. 

 Compared to the Long Term Mean the trend is normal but rainfall amount is low. 

 

 
 

1.2 Condition of natural vegetation and pasture 

1.2.1. Quality and Quantity 

 In all livelihood zones condition of natural vegetation and pasture is good in both quality and 

quantity. 

 Compared with the same month in a normal year quality and quantity of natural vegetation and 

pasture is good. 

 

1.2.2. Distance to Grazing Areas 

 

 The average return distance to by livestock grazing areas decreased to 3.50 km from 4.86 km 

in the previous month. 
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 This is due to regeneration of pasture and browse in all livelihood zones resulting from the 

short rains. 

 Compared to the long term average the distance is shorter. Also the distance is normal at this 

time of the year. 

 

Average Return Distances to Grazing Areas 

 
 

1.3 Water sources and availability 

1.3.1. Main Water Sources 

 

 The rains recharged water sources in both the lowlands and the highlands. 

 Most water sources recharged full to capacity for instance Mwatate dam, Mgeno, Ngoto, 

and Manoa water pans. 

 The diagram below show water sources for both human and livestock use i.e. roof and rock 

catchment, piped water schemes, dams/pans, shallow wells, boreholes, rivers and springs. 

 Compared to the previous month household percentage use of water sources remained the 

same. 
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1.3.2. Household Access to Water 

 

 In the month under review, out of 360 sampled households analyzed, household distance to 

fetch water decreased to 2.20 km from 2.50 km in the previous month. The increase could be 

attributed to good rains received in the month under review. 

 Compared to the previous month, time taken to fetch water by household members decreased 

to 0.99 hr from 1.77 hr. 

 

Average Return Distances for Household to Access water 

 
 

1.4 Emerging issues 

1.4.1. Insecurity/conflict/human displacement 

 

 The county still remains in a stressed phase in regard to food security. Most farmers in the 

rain fed lowlands are not expecting to harvest with the disappearance of the rains. 

 Though food is available at the market, prices are still very high for instance maize ranges 

between Kshs 40 - 50 per kg, beans Kshs 70 - 100 per kg and Cowpeas Kshs 80 - 100 per kg. 

 This has majorly affected household members’ purchasing power. 

 Cases of human wildlife conflict continue to be reported though at reduced rates. Cases of 

marauding lions have been reported in Mwakitau. 

 

1.4.2. Migration 

 

 No major in or out migration has been reported. 

 

1.4.3. Implication on food security 

 

 Food crop failure in the rain fed lowlands could result to the county to slide into an 

emergency phase due to lack of food stocks at the household level and increased prices of 

food stuffs at the markets. 
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 The county still remain food insecure especially in the rain fed lowlands and areas marked as 

hotspots unless there is successful harvest are Mwaroko, Sangenyi, Mlilo, Mbaramghondi, 

Maramunyi and Mbulia in Taita Sub County, Ndara, Miasenyi, Marungu, Rukanga and 

Bungule in Voi district and Mwatate, Landi, Modambogho, Mwakitau, Mwachabo, 

Msorongo, Rong’e Nyika, Sechu and Mengo in Mwatate Sub County. 

 Others are Kimorigho, Python Hill, Mokine, Mtakuja, Salaita, Mata, Jipe and Lessesia in 

Taveta Sub County. 

 Cash for Assets programme continue to impact positively on food security, households have 

been enabled to establish small businesses. 

 Wildlife menace impact negatively on food security due to destruction of food crops, 

livestock and water structures. 

 

2.0   Rural Economy Indicators (Food availability) 

2.1 Livestock production 

2.1.1. Livestock body condition 

 

 The body condition of cattle, goats and sheep is good in all livelihood zones. 

 Compared with the same month in a normal year livestock body condition is good. 

 

2.1.2. Livestock diseases 

 

 No major livestock diseases were reported in the month under review. 

 

2.1.3. Milk production 

 

 In the month under review total milk production from 15 sampled sentinel sites increased to 

10,700 litres from 8, 700 litres in the previous month. 

 Mixed farming: horticulture/food crops/dairy livelihood zone registered 60% situated on the 

hill masses, mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone 34% and casual waged 

labour: sisal farms 6% found in the rain fed lowlands. 

 Mwarungu, Lagho, Mashangi and Mwachawaza recorded milk production of 3,800 litres, 

1,951 litres, 1,450 litres and 1,140 litres respectively. 

 Average milk price at household level increased to Kshs 42.80 from Kshs 41.40 in the 

previous month. 

 

2.2 Crop production 

2.2.1. Timeliness and condition of various crop production activities 

 

 In the mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone most farmers are weeding in 

anticipation that rains will continue through the month of January. 

 In the mixed farming: food crop/horticulture/dairy livelihood zone maize crop is at the 

tasseling stage and progressing on well. A few farmers are currently harvesting pulses. 

 In the mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock/food crops livelihood zone, farmers are 

harvesting green maize. 
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3.0   Access to food 

3.1 Livestock marketing 

3.1.1. Cattle prices 

 Compared to the previous month the average cattle price at household level increased to Kshs 

16,500 from Kshs 13,000. 

 The sharp increase in price is due to increased demand for meat during the festive season. 

 Compared to the long term mean the price is significantly higher and the trend of cattle prices 

is above normal for this time of the year. However, price is lower to that of December 2012 

which was recorded at Kshs 17,500. 

 
N = 450 households 

 

3.1.2. Goats prices 

 Compared to the previous month, average goat price at household level increased to Kshs 

3,500 from Kshs 3,400. 

 Increased price could be attributed to an increase in demand for livestock products at both 

market and household level brought about by the festive season. 

 Compared to the long term mean, the price is significantly higher and the trend of goat prices 

is above normal for this time of the year. Also the price is higher than that of December 2012 

which was recorded at Kshs 2,700. 

 
N = 450 households 
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3.2 Crop prices 

3.2.1. Maize prices 

 Compared to the previous month, average price of maize per kg at household level remained 

at Kshs 41.0. 

 The expected normal price at this time of the year is Kshs 25. The high price is due to 

depleted stocks at household level due to a series of failed rain seasons mainly in the rain fed 

lowlands. 

 Lowest prices were recorded in mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock livelihood zone, 

Njukini in Taveta Sub County at Kshs 30.00, while the highest was recorded in mixed 

farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone, Rukanga, Teri and Wongonyi at Kshs 50.00 in 

Voi Sub County. 

 Compared to the long term mean the price is higher and the trend of maize prices is above 

normal for this time of the year. 

 
N = 450 households 

 

3.2.2. Beans prices 

 Compared to the previous month, average price of bean per kg at household level decreased 

to Kshs 88.9 from Kshs 91.0. 

 The normal price at this time of the year is Kshs 70. Prevailing high price is due to depleted 

stocks at household level. 

 Low prices remained in mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock/food crops livelihood 

zone Njukini at Kshs 60, while high prices in the mixed farming: food crops/livestock 

livelihood zone, Mwakajo, Mwachawaza, Teri and Wongonyi at Kshs 100. 

 Compared to the long term mean the price is higher and the trend of beans prices is above 

normal for this time of the year. 
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N = 450 households 

 

3.3 Income 
3.3.1. Income Sources 

 

 Compared to the previous month remittances, sale of crop and formal employment rose by 

5%, 3% and 2% respectively. 

 Petty trading and casual labour decreased by 9% and 1% respectively while sale of livestock 

products and sale of charcoal remained the same. 

 
 

3.3.2. Livestock income 

 In the month under review, out of the 450 sampled households analyzed, only 10 cattle @ 

Kshs 16,500, 20 goats @ Kshs 3,500 and 120 chickens @ Kshs 500 were sold realizing a 

total livestock income of Kshs 295,000 compared to Kshs 146,800 in the previous month. 

 The sharp rise in livestock income could be attributed to an increase in demand of livestock 

products during the festive season. 
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3.3.2. Other income sources 

 Other income sources were bodaboda taxis, casual labour at the sisal estates and irrigation 

schemes, fishing, small scale mining, sell of sand, bricks, charcoal, firewood, sugarcane, 

ballast and miraa. 

 

3.4 Implications on food security 

 High prices of food stuffs continue to impact negatively on food security in the county. 

 Livestock keepers enjoyed increased incomes during the festive season due to high prices. 

 Supplementary feeding and increased milk production at household level continue to 

improve nutrition status of children less than five years in the county. 

 Charcoal burning, small scale mining and casual labour at irrigation schemes remain the 

major source of income to most households in the lowlands. 

 

4.0   Welfare indicators (Utilization of food) 

4.1 Nutrition status 

 

 Based on the Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) measurement, the nutrition status of 

children below five years percentage of those rated as being at risk of malnutrition decreased 

to 2.8 from 3.2 in the previous month. 

 Out of 1,608 children under-five sampled in 12 sentinel sites, 45 were found with MUAC 

less than 135 mm. 

 Compared to long term mean, MUAC level is lower, however the level is slightly below 3.0 

recorded in December 2012. 

 
N = 450 households 

 

5.0   Recommendations 

 Agriculture department to sensitize farmers on post harvest management. 

 Livestock officers to sensitize farmers on pasture conservation and development of grazing 

reserves. 

 Livestock and Veterinary department to intensify livestock disease surveillance and 

vaccination. 

 Learning and health institutions should fix roof gutters to enhance water storage facilities. 

 Kenya Wildlife Services to enhance surveillance in order to reduce human wildlife conflict. 


