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Seasonal Calendar 
 

 Short rains harvests 
 Increased HH Food Stocks 
 Short dry spell 
 Reduced milk yields 
 Land preparation 

 Planting/Weeding  
 Long rains 
 High Calving Rate 
 Milk Yields Increase 

 Long rains harvests 
 Increased HH Food Stocks 
 A long dry spell 
 Land preparation 
 Kidding (Sept) 

 Short rains 
 Planting/weeding 

    

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec  

Early Warning Phase Classification 
Livelihood Zone Phase Trend 

Mixed Farming: Food Crops/ Livestock Alert Improving 

Mixed Farming: Food Crops/ 
Horticulture/Dairy 

Normal Stable 

Mixed Farming: Irrigated Cropping/ 
Livestock/Food Crops 

Normal Stable 

Casual Waged Labour: Sisal Farms Normal Stable 

National Park Normal Stable 

Trade/Business Normal Stable 

County Normal Stable 

Biophysical Indicators Value Normal 
Range/Value 

Rainfall (% of Normal) 82.4 80 -120 

SPI-3Month (TAMSAT) -0.27 -1.0 to 1.0 

VCI-3Month 44.26 35-50 

Production indicators Value Normal  

Maize Crop  Condition Good Good 

Livestock Body Condition Moderate Good 

Milk Production  31 48 Litres 

Livestock Migration Pattern Normal Normal 

Livestock deaths (drought) No death No death   

Access Indicators Value Normal  

Terms of Trade (ToT) 72 83 

Milk Consumption 28 36 litres 

Return distance to water sources 3 <5 Km 

Cost of water (20 litres) 3 < Kshs 5 

Utilization indicators Value Normal  

Nutrition Status, MUAC (% at risk of 
malnutrition) 

2.9 <6.6 

   
 

December EW PHASE 

Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification 
Biophysical Indicators 

- The onset of short rains season was late with an average 
rainfall of 82.4% which is within normal range. 

- In the month under review, rainfall distribution was uneven 
in terms of space and poor with respect to time. 

- 3month Vegetation condition index is within normal range. 

- The water situation has improved compared to the previous 
month. 

Socio Economic Indicators (Impact Indicators) 

- Crops in the field are in good condition especially in the hill 
masses. However, in some pockets in the rain fed lowlands 
maize crop is withering. 

- Pasture and browse condition has improved compared to 
previous month. 

- Livestock body condition has improved due to availability of 
pasture and reduced trekking distances to water sources. 

- Although milk production is below normal, there was an 
increase compared to the previous month. 

- Terms of Trade were favorable. 

- Proportion of children less than five years rated to be at risk 
of malnutrition is within normal range. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. CLIMATIC CONDITIONS 

1.1 RAINFALL PERFORMANCE 
 The rains performed well in all livelihood zones. Apart from a few areas that 

experienced low amounts of rains. 
 Water sector benefited the most given that all water sources recharged to full capacity. 
 Significant regeneration of pasture and natural vegetation is evident in all livelihood 

zones. 
 However, agriculture sector has not performed well due to late onset of the short rains, 

uneven spatial distribution and poor temporal distribution. 
 Taveta Sub County areas of Mata, Eldoro, Challa and Njukini received an average rainfall 

of 12mm and 25mm on 12th and 25th respectively. 
 Voi Sub County areas of Wongonyi recorded 9.6mm, 61mm, 46mm, 20.2mm and 

13.2mm on 1st, 6th, 9th, 17th and 27th respectively, while Teri recorded 36.4mm on 27th. 
 Mwatate Sub County areas of Mwachawaza recorded 10mm on 7th. 
 Compared to the Long Term Mean the trend is normal. 
 In the month under review, Voi Sub County recorded the highest amounts of rainfall 

especially on the hill masses. 
 In the month under review, spatial distribution was fairly uneven while temporal 

distribution was poor. 
 
1.2 Other Events 

 Lots of water in Taveta and Voi Sub Counties resulted to destruction of crops in the field.  
 Others were formation of gullies that rendered roads impassable. 
 Hard hit areas were Marapu, Marungu, Kimorigho, Kitobo and Madarasani. 

 

2. IMPACTS ON VEGETATION AND WATER 

2.1 VEGETATION CONDITION 
2.1.1 Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) 
 

 
 



 The VCI show normal conditions i.e. depicting vegetation greenness. The VCI is above 
the mean and more importantly higher than VCI for December 2014. 

 Although an aggregate VCI of 44.26 was recorded, Taveta Sub County recorded the 
lowest at 35.11. This is evident in areas of Jipe and Challa Wards. 

 VCI analysis is derived from a fifteen year LTM of best case and worst case scenario. 
Generally, there is significant pasture regeneration in all livelihood zones. 

 
2.1.2 Pasture 

 Pasture and natural vegetation condition is good in all livelihood zones. 
 The hill masses continue to possess green forest vegetation cover. 
 Compared to the previous month the condition of pasture has improved due to El Niño 

rains. 
 

2.1.3 Browse 
 Condition of browse is good in all livelihood zones in the county. 
 Compared to the previous month the condition of browse has greatly improved and 

expected to last for 2 to 3 months. 
 
2.2 WATER RESOURCE 
2.2.1 Sources 

 The main water sources for both human and livestock use in the county include piped 
water schemes, dams/pans, shallow wells, boreholes, rivers and springs. 

 Throughout the season households are expected to use natural rivers, tap water, 
shallow wells and springs as their main sources of water given that the county received 
above normal rainfall. 

 These main water sources are expected to cater for households until the onset of long 
rains. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. PRODUCTION INDICATORS 

3.1 LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 
3.1.1 Livestock Body Condition 

 Body condition for all livestock categories in the county is good which is normal for this 
period. 

 Distances to grazing areas have slightly remained at 2.84 km. This is due to good 
regeneration of pasture and browse. 

 Also, distances to livestock watering points have decreased due to recharge of water 
sources. 

 
3.1.2 Livestock Diseases 

 There were no major cases of livestock diseases reported. 
 
3.1.3 Milk Production 

 In the month under review total milk production increased to 10,142 litres from 9,289 
litres for the sampled households. 

 Mixed farming: horticulture/food crops/dairy livelihood zone registered 51.6% situated 
on the hill masses, mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone 45.3% and casual 
waged labour: sisal 3.1% found in the rain fed lowlands. 

 Average milk price per litre at household level is Ksh 48.20 and average milk 
consumption per household per day is 1.1litres. 

 
3.2 RAIN-FED CROP PRODUCTION 
3.2.1 Stage and Condition of food Crops  

 All the livelihood zones maize and cowpeas were planted. 
 In the mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone maize is at the flowering 

stage. The crop is withering and requires more rain to sustain full development. In some 
areas farmers are harvesting cowpeas and green grams. 

 In the mixed farming: horticulture/food crops/dairy livelihood zone farmers are 
harvesting maize and beans. 

 In the mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock livelihood zone farmers are harvesting 
maize, onions and Tomatoes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.0 MARKET PERFORMANCE 

4.1 LIVESTOCK MARKETING 
4.1.1 Cattle Prices 

 
 The average cattle price increased to Kshs 17,500 from Kshs 17,200 in the month under 

review. 
 The rise in price could be attributed to high demand for cattle during the festive season 

and good body condition. 
 Compared to the long term mean, the average price is higher by 33%. 

 

AVERAGE CATTLE PRICES AT HO USEHO LD LEVEL FO R  DECEMBER 2015 CO MPARED TO  
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4.1.2 Goat Prices 
 

 The average goat price increased to Kshs 3,900 from Kshs 3,750. 
 This could be attributed to an increase in demand for goat meat during the festive 

season. 
 Compared to long term mean, the average price is higher by 77%. 
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4.2 CROP PRICES 
4.2.1 Maize 
 

 Compared to the previous month, average price of maize per kg at household level 
remained at Kshs 40.0. 

 Lowest prices were recorded in mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock livelihood 
zone, Challa, Njukini and Eldoro in Taveta Sub County at Ksh. 25.00 to Ksh 30.00 due to 
harvests in the irrigation farms and schemes. 

 Highest price was recorded in mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone, 
Mwakajo, Wongonyi, Teri, Mwachawaza and Rukanga at Ksh 40.00 to Ksh 45.00 in Voi 
and Mwatate Sub Counties. 

 Compared to the long term mean the price is higher and the trend is normal for this 
time of the year. 

 

AVERAGE  MAIZE PRICES PER KG AT HO USEHO LD LEVEL FO R  DECEMBER 2015
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4.2.2 Beans 

 Compared to the previous month, average price of beans per kg at household level 
decreased to Kshs 92.0 from Kshs 92.6. The slight drop is an indication of harvests being 
experienced in different livelihood zones in the county. 

 Lowest prices were recorded in mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock/food crops 
livelihood zone; Challa and Njukini at Kshs 60 to 70 due to incoming beans from the 
Republic of Tanzania, while high prices in the mixed farming: food crops/livestock 
livelihood zone Lushangonyi, Mwakajo, Mwachawaza, Rukanga and Teri at Kshs 90 to 
100. 

 Compared to the long term mean the trend of bean prices is normal but the price is 
higher by 19%. 

 



AVERAGE BEANS PRICES PER KG AT HO USEHO LD LEVEL FO R  DECEMBER 2015

CO MPARED TO  LO NG TERM MEAN 2006-2014
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5. FOOD CONSUMPTION AND NUTRITION STATUS 

5.1 Milk Consumption 
 In the month under review, the average milk consumption per household amounted to 

approximately 1.1 litres, which is within the normal range for this period. 
 
5.2 Health and Nutrition Status 
5.2.1 Nutrition Status 

 Based on the Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) measurement, the nutrition status 
of children below five years percentage of those rated as being at risk of malnutrition 
remained at 2.9. 

 
 

6. CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES (ACTION) 

6.1 NON-FOOD INTERVENTIONS 
 Ngolia Ward Drought Preparedness water project is ongoing funded by NDMA/ KRDP and 

the County Government. 
 CFA is ongoing in the county targeting the vulnerable. 
 Construction of Taveta - Mwatate road and Standard Gauge Railway is ongoing. 

 

7. EMERGING ISSUES 

7.1 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement 
 During this season floods displaced families in Kitobo and Madarasani in Taveta Su 

County and Marungu Ward in Voi Sub County. 
 
7.2 Migration 

 No major human in or out migration has been reported. 
 

7.3 Food Security Prognosis 
 The county food security situation remains in a stressed phase mainly in the rain fed 

lowlands situated in the mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone. 



 Inadequate rains received in the previous seasons have resulted to depleted stocks 
mainly in the mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone. 

 Rains this season were above normal but if they cease and do not progress in the month 
of January, then maize crop in the mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone 
will fail and approximately 20% of maize planted will be harvested. 

 Although harvests are being experienced in different parts of the county, prices of 
cereals and pulses have not dropped. Also prices at the markets remained high. 

 Pasture and browse is in good condition in both quality and quantity, expected to cater 
for livestock until the next season. 

 Major water sources have recharged to full capacity and expected to cater for 
households for the next three months. 

 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Agriculture and Livestock Sector 
 Sensitize farmers on post harvest management due to ongoing harvests. 
 Livestock department to sensitize farmers on pasture and hay conservation. 
 Encourage farmers to embrace value addition on livestock and agriculture products. 

 
Water Sector 

 Learning and health institutions to undertake roof water harvesting and install more 
roof gutters. 

 Desilting of existing water pans during the short dry spell. 


