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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Estimates of 2011/12 cereal crops production point to below 
average levels 

 Maize prices decline, since June, but remain at high levels 

 Overall, food security is satisfactory 

Despite good prospects for the “vuli” harvest, 
aggregate cereal output expected to drop in 2011 

In bimodal areas, harvesting of 2011/12 “vuli” season crops is about to 
start and prospects are good due to favourable weather conditions. 
Above average yields are expected in Arusha, Mara and Tanga regions 
where abundant and well distributed rains benefitted crop development. 
In uni-modal rainfall areas, planting of 2012 “msimu” season crops (to 
be harvested from May) started from mid-November and is complete. 
At the end of December, torrential rains over large part of the northern 
coast, especially over Dar es Salaam and Pwani regions, resulted in 
fatalities and infrastructure damage 
 
Aggregate cereal production in 2011/12 is tentatively set at 5.7 million 
tonnes, about 7 percent below 2010 bumper harvest and 3 percent less 
than the last five year’s average. Adverse weather conditions affected 
the “masika” and “misimu” season crops harvested between May and 
August 2011. Import requirements for 2011/12 marketing year 
(July/June) are set at a high of 740 000 tonnes, including 600 000 
tonnes of wheat, about 100 000 tonnes of rice and some maize. 

Maize prices decline, but overall food inflation 
remains high 
Prices of the main staple maize, after reaching record levels in most 
markets during May 2011, had declined gradually following the 
implementation of a six-month food export ban. In addition, by 
November about 72 000 tonnes of maize have been released by the 
National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) for both commercial and free 
food distribution. At the end of December 2011, maize was traded in 
urban wholesale market of Dar es Salaam at about USD 246 per tonne, 
down 30 percent from the peak reached in May 2011. However, at this 
level, maize prices are still about 8 percent higher than a year earlier 
mainly due to lower cereal output and high fuel prices that increased 
transportation costs. 
 
According to the National Bureau of Statistics, in November 2011 food 
inflation, at 26.1 percent year-on-year, rose for the thirteenth 
successive month. 

Food security is generally favourable but some 
pockets of moderate food insecurity remain 

Most of the country is generally food secure. However, food access is 
difficult for poorest households in areas affected by adverse weather 
conditions, particularly as the lean season approaches, food stocks 
deplete and food prices stay generally high. Moderate food insecurity is 
reported in some uni-modal areas of Dodoma, Singida, Iringa and Lindi 
regions and the situation is likely to gradually deteriorate until April 
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2012, just before the beginning of the 2012 “msimu” season harvest. A 
similar situation of moderate food insecurity is also reported in some bi-
modal areas of Arusha, Manyara and Shinyanga regions, but here 
some improvements are expected in the coming weeks with the start of 
harvesting of the 2011/12 “vuli” season crops. 

 
 

 
 

 

 


