
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 

Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 
We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 

www.unocha.org 

 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Rains, high winds, flooding and landslides caused by 

Tropical Storm Amanda and later Tropical Storm 
Cristobal have affected approximately 457,000 people 
across El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras since 
30 May. 

• Tropical Storm Cristobal is currently inland over the 
Yucatán peninsula in south-east Mexico. More than 40 
municipalities across seven southern Mexican states 
are reporting minor landslides and floods. 

• The National Hurricane Center (NHC) expects 
Cristobal to clear Mexico by late 5 June as it heads 
northwards over the Gulf of Mexico towards the 
southern United States coastline. 

• There is concern for El Salvador, as the impact of the 

storms may compound vulnerabilities heightened by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which is already affecting 
storm response access and resource availability. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Following its path over El Salvador and Guatemala after making landfall from the Pacific on 31 May, Tropical Storm 
Amanda’s remnants headed in a north-west direction to the Bay of Campeche, where environmental conditions gave way 
to the formation of Tropical Storm Cristobal on 3 June off Mexico’s Atlantic coast. 

Cristobal is currently causing rains across southern Mexico and parts of El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras already 
affected by Amanda. Meteorology offices in these countries expect the rains to last 24 to 48 more hours before Cristobal 
makes its way north over the Gulf of Mexico towards the southern coast of the United States. 

El Salvador, in particular, reports a significant number of affected people relative to response capacities, especially given 
current access restraints and resource prioritization related to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. As with the temporary 
COVID-19 quarantine centres where the Government is placing people during the pandemic, there is concern regarding 
the shelters set up for people affected by the rains. There are gaps regarding information gathering on needs, especially 
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for vulnerable people such as pregnant women, the elderly, people with disabilities, people with chronic illnesses and 
members of the LGBTI community. 

OCHA continues to monitor developments in Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras and are exchanging 
information UN systems, partners and the Regional Group on Risks, Emergencies and Disasters in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (REDLAC). There have not been any requests for international assistance. 

 

MEXICO 

Impact: 

• Tropical Storm Cristobal made landfall on 3 June off the southern gulf of Mexico’s Atlantic coastline, so far affecting 

43 municipalities across the states of Campeche, Chiapas, Oaxaca, Quintana Roo, Tabasco, Veracruz and Yucatán. 

• Cristobal has caused minor landslides and floods, with Civil Protection in the affected states reporting a total of 202 
homes affected and 619 people evacuated to 10 shelters. 

• The National Hurricane Center (NHC) and Mexico’s National Water Commission expect Cristobal to slowly continue 
on an south-eastward inland track before turning north towards the Gulf of Mexico on 5 June, prompting additional 
rainfall over Southern Mexico and the Yucatán Peninsula through the end of the week. 

 
Response: 

• National and local governments are responding to the effects with their own resources and capacities; at present, a 

request for international assistance is not likely. 

• OCHA and the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) are in contact with local and federal Civil Protection and 
continue monitoring developments. 

 

EL SALVADOR 

Impact: 

• Tropical Storm Amanda caused El Salvador to receive a quarter of its annual average rainfall in 70 hours, leading to 
more than 150 landslides and significant flooding. 

• Tropical Storm Cristobal is forecast to continue causing rain in El Salvador through 6 June. 

• Authorities estimate a 60 to 80 per cent increase in risk of landslides and collapses, as many areas have received 
upwards of 500mm of rain between Amanda and Cristobal, with some areas recording 800mm. For reference, rainfall 
during Hurricane Mitch in 1998 reached 750mm along coastal areas. 

• Civil Protection report that Amanda has affected at least 29,968 families, roughly close to 150,000 people, with the 
western departments of La Libertad (3,964), Santa Ana (2,895) and San Salvador (5,385) hit the hardest. 

• There are 27 deaths and more than 12,100 people sheltered across 237 shelters, with the department of San 

Salvador sheltering more people than any department. 

• People in shelters require safe water for consumption and sanitation, as well as personal protective equipment (PPE) 
and other protective measures to stave off communicable diseases, including COVID-19. The shelters themselves 
also require supplies and health security guidelines. 

• Search and rescue teams are still working to locate 13 missing people.  

• The storm all but wiped out 13,920 acres of corn crops near the coast, a blow to subsistence farmers and local 

markets with urgent food needs amid the pandemic. 

• The nationwide red alert, as well as impacts to road networks, still-flooded areas and ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, 
are impeding overall access for storm damage evaluations and supply delivery to storm-affected areas, as well as for 
COVID-19 response. 
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• The current scarcity in local and global supplies for critical PPE and disinfectant for health workers is affecting health 

response capacities. 

 
Response: 

• El Salvador remains under red alert. 

• The Government activated the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) prior to landfall, with Civil Protection coordinating 
and implementing response actions as of 30 May. 

• Civil Protection has responded to more than 1,400 events nationwide, with La Libertad reporting the most events at 

316. 

• President Nayib Bukele declared a 15-day national state of emergency. 

• On 4 June, El Salvador began preventive evacuations in all 262 municipalities, tasking mayors to evacuate families in 
at-risk areas. 

• Congress approved the Government’s use of a US$389 million International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan to deal with 

both the COVID-19 pandemic and Amanda’s impact. 

• Frontline health response teams are evaluating shelters harbouring people affected by Amanda. 

• With nearly 175 shelters opened to house people affected by the storms, there is a need to gather inter-sector 
information on the needs of vulnerable populations, especially pregnant women, the elderly, people with disabilities, 
people with chronic illnesses and members of the LGBTI community. 

• Save the Children is supporting national and municipal authorities with Damage Assessment and Needs Analysis 

(DANA) in 22 areas affected by Amanda. 

• WFP estimates that there are some 350,000 food-insecure people in the municipalities hardest hit by Amanda. 

• IOM, NRC and Scalabrinian faith groups have contributed protective equipment, food kits and hygiene kits to shelters 
set up to respond to Amanda. 

 

GUATEMALA 

Impact: 

• Amanda triggered flooding and landslides in half of Guatemala’s 22 departments, with the eastern departments of 

Chiquimula, El Progreso, Jalapa, Jutiapa and Santa Rosa reporting the most damages. 

• Although Cristobal is not directly over Guatemala, its rains continue to affect parts of Guatemala already affected by 
Amanda, as well as other areas including Huehuetenango, Sacatepéquez, San Marcos and Sololá. 

• The National Seismology, Volcanology, Meteorology and Hydrology Institute (INSIVUMEH) forecasts that rains will 
persist through 5 June, especially in south-central Guatemala and departments on the border with Mexico. 

• The National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction (CONRED) reports that Amanda and Cristobal have collectively 

affected more than 306,000 people as of 4 June, rendering 881 people homeless while also causing two deaths. 

• Authorities have evacuated 1,040 people and at least 496 people remain sheltered. 

• The storms have damaged 880 homes and placed another 967 at risk. 

 
Response: 

• CONRED is on an institutional red alert. 

• CONRED deployed two immediate response teams to eastern Guatemala to coordinate rescue and evacuation 
during Amanda - the EOC was already active to respond to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Damage evaluations are ongoing in south-eastern Guatemala. 
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• CONRED has opened up nine shelters across Alta Verapaz, Jalapa, Jutiapa and Santa Rosa and delivered food 

rations, water, hygiene kits, kitchen kits and cleaning kits to Jutiapa, Jalapa and Petén. 

• CONRED is actively monitoring river waterlines across the country. 

• The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) is standing by to provide support should CONRED request it. 

 

HONDURAS 

Impact: 

• Damages from Amanda and Cristobal in Honduras have been comparatively limited, affecting 249 families and 

causing five deaths, according to the Permanent Commission for Contingencies (COPECO). 

• According to the Atmospheric, Oceanographic and Seismic Studies Centre (CENAOS), rains from Amanda and 
Cristobal have caused soil saturation in the capital of Tegucigalpa, located in the Francisco Morazán department, to 
reach 90 per cent, increasing increased the risk of landslides and collapses. 

 

Response: 

 

• Although rains from Cristobal will continue to around 5 June, COPECO has downgraded eight departments previously 

on yellow alert over Amanda to green alert until the rains pass.  A yellow alert remains in place for the departments of 
Francisco Morazán and Valle for another 72 hours. 

• Similarly, five departments in the north previously under green alert over Amanda are no longer under any state of 
alert. 

• The Tegucigalpa Municipal Emergency Committee (CODEM) and Local Emergency Committees (CODEL) have 
deployed early warning teams to monitor landslide risk in the capital, as well clear debris, evaluate vulnerable areas 
and monitor dam levels. 

• COPECO has deployed to affected areas to carry out damage and needs assessments and have distributed food 

rations and cleaning and hygiene kits. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

• ReliefWeb - https://reliefweb.int/disaster/tc-2020-000142-slv  

• HumanitarianResponse.Info - https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/latin-america-and-caribbean   

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
 

Barbara Batista, Regional Disaster Response Advisor, OCHA ROLAC, batistab@un.org 
Veronique Durroux-Malpartida, Information and Advocacy Unit Head, OCHA ROLAC, durroux@un.org, Cel: +507 6674-4740 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int 

To be added or deleted from this Flash Update mailing list, please e-mail: ocha-rolac@un.org  
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