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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by the OCHA 
Regional Office for the Pacific. It covers the period from 21 to 23 December 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 27 December 
2012. 

Highlights 

• 2,714 people remain in 59 Evacuation 
Centers in Fiji, down from 11,676 on 20 
December.  

• 1 man is missing at sea in Fiji. 
• Typhoid outbreak of 18 cases in Ba 

district, Fiji.  
• 5,500 people remain in 40 Evacuation 

Centres in Samoa 
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Situation Overview 
Samoa 

Samoa’s economy will be as hard hit by the impact of Tropical Cyclone Evan as it was by the 2009 tsunami that 
destroyed 20 villages and killed 143 people, according to the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The tourism 
industry has already estimated the cost of repairing vital infrastructure to be more than US$6.6 million. 

 

Fiji 

The Government of Fiji reports that 2,714 people remain in 59 evacuation centres from this evening, mainly in the 
Western Division, a significant decrease from the 11,676 people recorded on 20 December. Aerial surveys have 
now been completed, though ground assessments are ongoing. Essential services are slowly being restored 
around the country.  

Since the declaration of a State of Natural Disaster, government agencies have been working with the National 
Disaster Management Office to ensure there is sufficient manpower, resources and coordination on the ground. 
Public servants around the country have been fully mobilized to assist the NDMO and local disaster management 
officers with damage assessment, relief, recovery and rehabilitation works in particularly the Western and Northern 
divisions. Also all Fiji Red Cross Society (FRCS) branches are continuing with their assessment and distribution by 
coordinating through their district emergency operation centres.  The restocking of supplies in Red Cross branches 
is underway on a needs basis in the North and west, with stock airlifted today by a French government plane from 
New Caledonia in coordination with NDMO. 

Coordinated joint operations continued in all districts in the clearing of debris. This is anticipated to be completed 
before the end of the year, enabling the majority of families to return to their homes. Ration distribution has 
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continued in Yasawa and Waya levu on the MV Iloilovatu. The Vatulawa MLC, working with Water Authority of Fiji 
(WAF) officials, started water distribution on 23 December to affected residents in the Yasawa islands.  

 

Wallis and Futuna 

Electricity has been restored to around 45 per cent of the Wallis island. All fresh food was destroyed by the 
cyclone, which represents around 30 per cent of the consumable food available. Assessments found 290 houses 
were damaged, as well as 15 public buildings. An airport and a hospital were damaged, but both remain functional. 
A French army boat will leave New Caledonia with equipment, food and house reconstruction material in the 
coming days. 

Funding 
Samoa 

The Government of New Zealand has announced the provision of a further NZ$2 million for Samoa to assist in the 
next stage of recovery from Cyclone Evan. This is in addition to the NZ$ 600,000 already committed. The $2 million 
funding will be provided to the Government of Samoa to support a costed recovery plan. Technical experts from the 
New Zealand Defence Force have also been deployed to Samoa to assist with the recovery. The third shipment of 
relief supplies for Samoa collected through the American Samoa government initiated drive was sent to Apia on 21 
December. The Government of Japan will send items worth US$ 118,000 to Samoa, through the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in response to the request from the Samoan Government. An OCHA 
emergency cash grant of US$ 50,000 will be used to procure basic food, water and fuel for families remaining in 
evacuation centers. 

 

Fiji  

The Australian Defence Force (ADF) was given clearance to deliver two consignments of essential supplies to 
Labasa in the Northern Division, using its C130 aircraft. To date, the ADF has delivered 200,000 kgs of AusAID 
relief supplies to Fiji, including hygiene kits, shelter and tarpaulins, water containers for 1,600 families and blankets 
for 3,100 people. These supplies are the first part of the AUS$1 million package of assistance to Fiji announced by 
the Australian Foreign Minister. JICA will provide items such as tents, generators and tarpaulins worth US$142,000 
to the Government of Fiji. A French Military team from New Caledonia will travel to Fiji to assist with recovery 
efforts. The city of Auckland in New Zealand will establish a Mayoral Relief Fund in the wake of Tropical Cyclone 
Evan in assist in the rebuilding phase. 

 

Wallis and Futuna 

The French Red Cross is working closely with local authorities to determine post disaster needs. The French 
Overseas Ministry sent a delegation from France on 20 December. A civil protection team (33 people) including 
Firemen from New Caledonia is also being deployed. Two planes carrying cleaning equipment, tarpaulins, roof 
sheet and other reconstruction items have already been deployed. 

Humanitarian Response 

  Samoa (Population: 187,820) 

Shelter:  

• There are still immediate needs associated with displacement due to loss of 
housing and services for around 5,500 displaced people both in Apia and 
outside. Conditions in the Apia evacuation centres are relatively good, but there 
is a shortage of water and storage, food in some centres, lack of power, and a 
shortage of sanitation facilities. Incidence of water/food-borne disease currently 
low and solid waste being well managed. There may be some psychosocial needs. Outside of Apia less is 
known and centres more reliant on local provisioning.     

• The Government of Samoa has requested support from the World Bank to work with other partners on a 
damage and loss assessment (DALA). 
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Protection 

• UNFPA plans to distribute dignity kits in affected areas. 
Agriculture 

• The Government of Samoa, with support from FAO, has completed its rapid assessment of the agriculture 
sector, and a report on the findings is expected soon. 

 Fiji (Population: 837,271) 

Shelter:  

• The Government of Fiji has introduced the Disaster Rehabilitation Housing 
Assistance Policy to assist Fijians who have sustained damages to their homes 
in villages and recognized settlements around the country.  

• In the Western Division the Fiji Red Cross is working in partnership with the 
Commissioner West’s office to assist in the distribution of tarpaulins, which is 
complimenting the IFRC shelter tool kits. 

• IFRC has now 2 trainers in the use of the shelter kits on the ground. Shelter kit 
training was given today to Government engineers. Further trainings in Nadi and Lautoka Red Cross 
branches, Labasa, Bua, Ba and Tavua will be given to Red Cross volunteers, district offices’ personnel and 
other local organizations.  

• The first Initial damage assessments on housing show that in Bua province 71 houses are damaged and 
101 destroyed. In Tailevu province 51 houses are damaged and 28 destroyed. In Rewa province 30 
houses are damaged and 3 destroyed. In Macuatu province 18 houses are damaged and 4 destroyed.  On 
heavy hit Yadua Island the Commissioner Northern today confirmed the rebuilding of 18 houses as an 
action plan. 

Education 

• Initial damage assessment to schools show damage to schools amount to an estimated value of US$ 2 
million.  

Food Security and Agriculture 

• Preliminary surveys conducted by the Sugar Cane Industry Stakeholders 
indicate that early planted cane and ratoon cane from the first harvest of the 
season have been significantly damaged. However, young plant cane appears 
to have escaped major damage. It will be difficult to ascertain the value of the 
damaged crop for several months.  

• Preliminary agricultural damage assessment, with around 60% assessed, is 
approximately US$ 30 million.  

• It is anticipated that root crop supply shortages in the affected areas will be felt 
three to four weeks after the cyclone and will continue for the next 3 months. 
 

Health and Nutrition 

• A review of the disease surveillance reports has noted a cluster of 18 Typhoid fever cases reported from 
Ba Mission Hospital since December 13. Five are confirmed cases with positive blood culture and thirteen 
are suspected cases based on symptoms which all have been treated as Typhoid fever. Fifteen of the 
cases are from Koroboya village. 

• A team has been dispatched to Ba Mission Hospital to coordinate the investigation to verify the data and to 
visit Koroboya and Navala for epidemiological follow up and to instigate the necessary prevention 
measures to control the outbreak. 

• The Health Cluster reports that there are discrepancies between water and sewage restoration efforts, 
which is a concern in areas that are known typhoid hotspots. 

• UNICEF and NFNC are providing training for officers distributing micro-nutrient supplements. 
• WHO will support disease control and surveillance in affected areas. 
• An initial assessment of Health facilities indicates damages of around US$121,000. 

Protection 

• UNFPA provided 200 dignity kits to the NDMO for distribution in affected areas. 
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

• UNFPA have provided hygiene kits to the NDMO. 
• UNICEF has delivered 1,500 WASH kits to the Ministry of Health. A further 3,500 are available. UNICEF 

will also distribute oral rehydration solution packs once the required amounts are known. 
• The Fiji Red Cross Society (FRCS) has provided a 10,000 liter water tank to Yadua village in Vanua Levu. 

A team from the French Red Cross was deployed to Ba to assist in providing clean drinking water in the 
area through operation of a NOMAD water purification unit.  

• Fiji Water Foundation assisted Ba district with a container supply of bottled water. 
 

Logistics 

• The NDMO will coordinate the distribution of food packs and ensure food guidelines are complied with. 
• The IFRC is supporting FRCS with logistics and planning in the West through the provision of a Logistics 

delegate.  
 

 

For further information, please contact: 

  

Peter Muller, Regional Disaster Response Advisor, muller2@unocha.org   Tel: +679 310 6760. Cell +679 999 1664 

 

Web photos of aerial survey: 

https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/albumMap?uname=101811121152510378563&aid=5823538249971300449&authkey=Gv1sRgCMPSmoix

rbvomQE#map   

Meeting overview: https://www.phtpacific.org/iCal  

Twitter: www.twitter.com/UNOCHAROP  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNOCHA_ROP  

 

Online Crowd Map of Tropical Cyclone Evan in Samoa: https://alerts.crowdmap.com/main   https://alerts.crowdmap.com/reports 

Situation Report from Humanity Road on Samoa: http://www.humanityroad.org/_blog/Situation_Report/post/Cyclone_Evan_Samoa/ 
 

For more information, please visit www.phtpacific.org, www.unocha.org/roap, www.reliefweb.int 

 


