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In Numbers
Net Funding Requirements: 
(January 2020 – June 2020)

Lebanon: US$34 m

Turkey*: US$14.8 m

Egypt: US$7.7 m

Iraq: US$8.5 m

Jordan: US$27.6 m

Regional Syrian  
Refugee Crisis Overview

*On 19 November, the WFP Executive Board approved  
the Turkey Interim Country Strategic Plan (ICSP) for 2020-2021.

Highlights
• 3.7 million Syrian refugees, non-Syrian 

refugees and host community assisted by  
WFP in November 2019.   

• By the end of November, WFP in Jordan 
registered 89% of refugees residing in 
communities and receiving WFP’s unconditional 
food assistance in the country through the iris-
scanning biometrics technology.*

*Iris recognition makes the identification process accurate and efficient, and reduces fraud attempts to 
guarantee the service or financial benefit is received by the person it is intended for. 

US$
92.6
million

These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. Figures above may include host community members and non-Syrian refugees. 
Map updated as of Jan 2020

Unconditional Resource Transfers Asset Creation and Livelihoods Malnutrition Prevention School Feeding

5.7 m
registered Syrian refugees  
in countries of asylum  
(UNHCR, Dec 2019)

222,023 
spontaneous refugee returns to 
Syria since 2016, (UNHCR, Nov 2019)
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Contacts
WFP Regional Bureau Cairo 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730; 
Fax: +202 2528 1735
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.org

WFP Response
As part of WFP’s One Refugee Policy, WFP Egypt supported 94,663 refugees of different nationalities through general food 
assistance. WFP Iraq has been working to support the new arrivals from North East Syria with food assistance. 
In November, WFP Iraq reached 15,200 refugees in Bardarash and Gawilan camps in Duhok governorate in the Kurdistan 
Region. WFP Jordan developed a disability inclusion guide assessment to identify challenges faced by people living with disability 
and elderly in the camps. The assessment guide documented good practices with dedicated actions to be incorporated into 
the programme cycle through specialized partners. 
The results will inform the design of future activities under the General Food Assistance. 

For more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

Unconditional Resource Transfers 

Lebanon: Despite the challenges faced due to the ongoing civil unrest, WFP has assisted a total of 717,659 beneficiaries 
through cash-based transfer modalities amounting to US$23 million in November.

Egypt: WFP Egypt assisted 3,649 pregnant and lactating refugee women during the month of November. According to the  
monitoring interviews conducted, majority of women expressed the positive impacts from the conditional periodic medical 
check-ups as incentive to receive the monthly food vouchers.

Jordan: WFP held a results workshop for the assessment of the Social Behavioural Change Communication (SBCC) initiative. 
The initiative aims to improve healthy eating habits among school aged children. The workshop introduced to multi-
stakeholders in the health and nutrition sector the outcomes of the formative research conducted by WFP in camps and 
communities, which paves the way for identifying behavioural change interventions in prioritised areas of Jordan. The results 
were discussed internally and with external stakeholders, including the ministries of Education and Health, UN and NGO 
counterparts.

School Feeding

Iraq: In the second cycle of EMPACT (Empowerment in Action, formerly Tech for Food) digital skills training, students have 
begun pilot “Microwork” sessions in Mosul, Duhok, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah, to train and mentor them during their first 
experiences of small-scale, online freelancing.

Asset Creation and Livelihoods

Turkey: 55 participants in the Mutfakta Umut Var (MUV or ‘Kitchen of Hope’) conditional cash for training project started their 
on-the-job training phase of the pilot programme at an assigned hotel, restaurant or café in Ankara and Istanbul. Participants 
are 44 percent Turkish citizens and 56 percent Syrian refugees.

Situation Updates
Following the start of  Turkish military operations in north-eastern Syria in early October, the situation in Syria and neighbouring 
countries remained  tense. 
Due to the renewed escalation of hostilities, the number of  spontaneous IDP returnees in Syria had increased from 54,400 
(Oct) to 71,415 (OCHA, Nov 2019). Since the beginning of the crisis in October, more than 17,000 people have crossed the 
border from Syria into Iraq. 
In Lebanon the situation remained volatile. The political unrest had contributed to the aggravation of Lebanon’s dire economic 
situation and is increasingly undermining the country’s overall stability.

Vulnerability levels of Syrian refugees in Egypt remain high. While they 
share similar challenges with urban poor households from the host 
community, they encounter additional challenges because of their legal 
status and limited livelihood opportunities. 
Arriving in Egypt with very limited resources, one refugee expressed that 
“the value of the food voucher covers the cost of rice, sugar, oil, butter 
and the main food necessities. The majority of Syrians working, almost 
80 percent of them direct their income to pay for the rent of their homes 
that’s why we depend mainly on the food voucher.” 

Assisting Syrian Refugee Families in Egypt

Families of assisted refugees gain access to a variety of nutritious food items through WFP’s monthly 
general food assistance, supporting improve household’s food security. WFP/Mohammad Gamal

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey

