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These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. To adapt to COVID-19, WFP introduced adjustments to distribution modalities. 
Figures above may include host community members and non-Syrian refugees. UNHCR locations are partially represented at this scale. Map updated as of July 2021.

5.6 m 
registered Syrian refugees  
in countries of asylum 
(UNHCR, June 2021).

282,283
spontaneous refugee returns to 
Syria since 2016 (UNHCR, May 2021).
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1,405,106
people assisted by WFP
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Net Funding Requirements*: 
August – January 2022

Regional Syrian  
Refugee Crisis Overview

Jordan: US$ 113 m

Turkey: US$ 11.3 m
Iraq: US$ 10.8 m

Lebanon: US$ 107.4 m
Egypt: US$ 32.9 m

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the map(s) do 
not imply the expression of any opinion on the part of WFP concerning the legal 
or constitutional status of any country, territory, city or sea, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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In June, WFP assisted 2.2 million refugees and host 
communities through its operations in the region. 

Since the beginning of the response to the Syrian 
refugee crisis in 2012, WFP has to date injected a 
total cash assistance of US$ 5.3 billion into the local 
economies of Syria neighboring countries, thus 
empowering vulnerable Syrian refugees to meet 
their own needs, improving their well-being and 
livelihoods, enhancing their protection and financial 
inclusion as well as boosting local markets.

*Figures are provisional and may be adjusted upwards or downwards after reconciliation. Total Reached (host + all refugees)

June 2021

US$
275.4
million

*Figures represent only activities tagged as part of 
the Syria regional response, and are not figures for 
the overall CSPs.



WFP cash assistance, a lifeline for almost 
one million Syrian refugees in Lebanon: 
Jamal’s story

Forced to leave their home due to the war in Syria, Jamal and his 
family came to Lebanon in 2012 and they have been receiving 
support from WFP ever since. 

“When we first came to Lebanon, our situation was very tough” says 
Jamal’s wife. “We didn’t know anything here and we had no jobs.”

The family’s life turned upside down because of the Syrian war, and 
like most other families who fled conflict zones, their food security 
was a major concern. 

Fortunately, Jamal has been receiving WFP cash assistance since 
2012, allowing himself and his family to meet their basic needs. “I 
can go now to any store and buy detergent, soap, and just about 
anything I need.”

Photo caption: My life was like stagnant water and then the war started, and a 
wave pushed me towards another life” says Jamal. Photo: WFP

Cash is an asset delivering multiple benefits. It :

• Empowers vulnerable Syrian refugees to meet their household essential needs, increases their purchasing power and helped to mitigate 
some of the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19. In Iraq, cash assistance helped to mitigate around 33 percent of the increase of poverty 
among refugees induced by the pandemic. In Turkey, a recent study revealed that cash assistance significantly decreases chronic malnutrition 
among Syrian refugee children, yet its impact on acute malnutrition is limited.

• Provides Syrian refugees with greater choice to buy the food items they wish to consume or pay for other different expenses (shelter, 
education, water…etc.) according to their priorities, thus maintaining their dignity. More than half of the refugees (62.6 percent) in Egypt are 
vulnerable to food insecurity, at risk of inadequate food consumption due to poor dietary intake and/or limited economic capacity to access 
food if assistance is reduced or cut.

• Boosts local economies and markets, enhances financial and retail services and encourages trading. In Lebanon, shopkeepers and customers 
benefitted from the capacity strengthening and trainings provided by WFP to improve retail standards and services.

• Helps governments strengthen their cash-based social protection systems and safety nets, either through direct delivery or technical assistance. 
In Jordan, WFP partnered with the National Aid Fund, the main social assistance provider in the country, to digitize and improve its cash 
delivery system and upgrade its feedback mechanism.

How Cash is an effective path to food security?

Since the beginning of WFP’s response to the Syrian refugee crisis in 2012, WFP cash assistance (CBT) assisted around three million vulnerable 
Syrian refugees1 per year in Syria neighboring countries, with the aim of accelerating the region’s progress to ending hunger, and contributing 
to the achievement of other Sustainable Development Goals. 

Jordan and Lebanon together transferred around 60 percent of this cash assistance. While value vouchers were exclusively used in 2012, cash 
transfers experienced the strongest growth over the years, currently accounting for 71 percent of all WFP CBT value transferred in Syrian 
refugees hosting countries.

The COVID-19 demonstrated WFP operational flexibility to adapt and diversify its assistance modality to ensure the best food and protection 
outcomes for the most vulnerable across time and geography. Amid the overlapping crises of fluctuating currencies, persistent inflation, and 
dwindling humanitarian funding in host-countries, WFP continues to innovate its delivery systems and negotiate a preferential exchange rate 
with the Governments to maximize the value of its cash transfers and leave no one behind. 

Empowering Syrian refugees with choice through cash transfers
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Source: WFP Cashboard, retrieved on 27 July 2021

1. Number of assisted Syrian refugees was reduced to around 2 million since March 2020 following the handover of the Emergency Social Safety Net programme in Turkey. In 2021, WFP is planning to 
assist around 1.6 million Syrian refugees.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWFP%2Fstatus%2F1393854484447649798&data=04%7C01%7Csoha.farouk%40wfp.org%7Cafef56b2eda346e20db808d945daa5f0%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637617627947381408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=z0vEUg2TWssHhJOYBPBQuXQ8MxP1HTv7BGhIIGlFLm8%3D&reserved=0


Contacts
WFP Regional Bureau Cairo
Operational Information Management Unit 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.orgFor more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

In Jordan, 24.2 percent of Syrian refugee 
households are food insecure. A further 60 percent 
of refugees are vulnerable to food insecurity. 
Around half a million of Syrian refugees residing in 
camps and host communities receive WFP’s 
monthly cash transfers, according to their 
vulnerability status. Extremely vulnerable refugees 
get JOD 23 (USD 32) per person monthly and  
moderately vulnerable refuges are provided 
with JOD 15 (USD 21). Funding shortage 
forced WFP to re-prioritize its 
beneficiaries to exclude 21,000 
of the less vulnerable in July 
and  the agency would 
need USD 56 million to 
sustain assistance 
until the end of the 
year. 

In Lebanon, which hosts the 
largest number of Syrian refugees 

per capita, nine out of ten Syrian 
refugee families are now living in extreme 

poverty while half of them are food insecure, a 
drastic deterioration since 2019. In response, WFP 
assists almost one million Syrian refugees each 
month through a common card offering three cash 
modalities: food e-cards, cash-for-food e-cards, and 
unconditional multi-purpose cash (MCP). 
Beneficiaries receive monthly LBP 100,000 (USD 7) 
per person to cover food needs and LBP 400,000 
(USD 27) per household for non-food needs (MCP). 
WFP obtained approval to deliver assistance using 
the USD market rate in June, enabling WFP to fully 
realize the value of donor contributions. However, 
WFP continues to advocate for increased cash 
transfer values so that beneficiaries are able to fully 
meet their food and other basic needs.

In Egypt, WFP has been providing food assistance 
to around 75,000 vulnerable Syrian refugees 
through monthly food vouchers of EGP 400 (USD 
25) to help secure their basic food needs. Despite 
previously averting critical breaks, due to funding 
shortages, WFP will have to reduce the number of 
assisted refugees by 30,000 starting August 2021.

In Iraq, Syrian refugees became poorer due to the 
impact of the COVID-19 crisis, with few coping 
mechanisms and difficult choices. In this respect, 
WFP assists around 70,000 Syrian refugees in ten 
camps in the Kurdistan Region (KR), through CBT 
(mobile money transfers and direct cash) with a 
monthly value of IQD 24,000 (USD 16.55) per 
person per household. 

WFP CBT Snapshots in Syria neighboring countries 

US$ 
5.3 billion
cash assistance injected 

by WFP into the local 
economies of Syria 

neighboring countries 
since 2012 to date.

In Turkey, around 50,000 
Syrian refugees living in six camps 
across Turkey’s south-east, receive a 
monthly e-voucher of TRY 120 (USD 14) per 
person, through WFP e-food card programme 
implemented in partnership with the Government 
of Turkey and  the Turkish Red Crescent. Thirty-six 
per cent of in-camp refugees rely solely on this 
assistance to meet their families needs. Recent 
monitoring revealed acceptable food consumption 
for 97 percent of the assisted households.

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=7210a3ee33b14c5b9a989590345cb49a
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000124140/download/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35365/2021-Update.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

