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In Numbers
Net Funding Requirements: 
(April - September 2020)

Lebanon: US$112.2 m

Egypt: US$18.2 m

Turkey: US$4.9 m

Jordan: US$87.6 m

Regional Syrian  
Refugee Crisis Overview

These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. Figures above may include host community members and non-Syrian refugees. 
Map updated as of Feb 2020

Unconditional Resource Transfers Asset Creation and Livelihoods Malnutrition Prevention School Feeding

5.6 m 
registered Syrian refugees  
in countries of asylum  
(UNHCR, March 2020)

230,418 
spontaneous refugee returns to 
Syria since 2016, (UNHCR, Dec 2019)
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103,443
people assisted by WFP
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1,763,251
people assisted by WFP

February 2020

378,203
people assisted by WFP

Iraq: US$22.3 m

Highlights
• 3.5 million Syrian refugees, non-Syrian refugees 

and host community were assisted by WFP in 
February 2020.   

• WFP established a regional Covid-19 Coordination 
Cell, a cross-functional taskforce to assess the 
impact of Covid-19 in the region and coordinate 
preparedness and response measures in support 
of staff wellness, business continuity, and WFP 
operations.

US$
245.2
million



Contacts

WFP Regional Bureau Cairo 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730; 
Fax: +202 2528 1735
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.org

For more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

WFP Response
To support Social Protection in the Syria Sub-Region, WFP developed a summary paper highlighting its support to governments 
in addressing the challenges of accelerating action towards Zero Hunger in the region. The paper focuses on WFP’s support 
to the National Assistance Fund (NAF) in Jordan, the National Poverty Targeting Programme (NPTP) in Lebanon, the Public 
Distribution System (PDS) in Iraq, and to the Government of Turkey to hand over the Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) in 
2020 after launching and managing it for three years.

Iraq: Preparations are underway for the start of the new EMPACT “Empowerment in Action” programme in Anbar, Baghdad, 
Erbil, Ninewa, Duhok and Sulaymaniyah. Due to COVID-19, it is likely that the start of classes for the new cohort will be pushed 
from March to April or May.

Asset Creation and Livelihoods
Turkey: The conditional cash-for-training programme Mutfakta Umut Var/Kitchen of Hope expanded to seven cities. 183 
participants (103 Syrians, 80 Turkish), of whom 98 were women and 85 men, completed their first month of the 3 months 
vocational training.

Situation Updates
After an airstrike on the 27 February in Syria’s Idlib province killed at least 33 Turkish soldiers, Ankara indicated it would no 
longer block the refugees’ passage to Europe, and hundreds of refugees (including Syrians) and migrants have attempted to 
cross the border.

Yasser, a Syrian refugee in Iraq recalls his journey from longing to study to 
becoming a web designer through WFP Iraq’s EMPACT scheme:
“I started learning English & social-media marketing. I was the first in all my 
class. Even before I graduated, I got my first professional job. Now, after more 
than one year, I am an Account Executive, team leader and quality controller 
at Click. I have a large base of clients, in and outside Iraq”.

“How training in digital and English-
language skills changed my life”

Yasser’s training meant he would no longer have to sell balloons in the street. WFP/Photo Library

Unconditional Resource Transfers 

Lebanon: WFP has assisted a total of 792,406 beneficiaries through cash-based transfers amounting to USD 24.6 million. The 
people assisted were 654,745 Syrian refugees, 13,644 Palestinian refugees from Syria, 8,432 refugees of other nationalities 
and 115,585 vulnerable Lebanese.

Jordan: WFP supported 473,306 refugees with general food assistance through cash-based transfers.

Iraq: Since the start of the influx in October, WFP has delivered food assistance for over 21,000 refugees of the 21,448 new 
arrivals in Bardarash and Gawilan camps in Duhok governorate in the Kurdistan Region.

Turkey: In February, WFP assisted over 1.7 million vulnerable refugees and 54,700 refugees in six camps across the southeast 
of Turkey through cash-based transfers activities.

Egypt: Under WFP’s One Refugee Policy, WFP supported 99,932 refugees of different nationalities through general food 
assistance.

Lebanon: Three school kitchens started providing sandwiches and fruits/vegetables to 2,169 children in Akkar, Tripoli and 
Zahle. Mothers have been called to volunteer to join the kitchens teams and have received training on food safety and 
organizational skills.

School Feeding
Jordan: WFP supported 330,000 school children through the National School Feeding Programme as well as 85,000 school 
children in camps and communities. In total, 750 Jordanians and Syrians who work in the kitchen to prepare school snacks, 
received dedicated trainings on production, food handling, safety and hygiene.

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey

