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These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. To adapt to COVID-19, WFP introduced adjustments to distribution modalities. 
Figures above may include host community members and non-Syrian refugees. UNHCR locations are partially represented at this scale. Map updated as of March 2021.

5.59 m 
registered Syrian refugees  
in countries of asylum 
(UNHCR, March 2021).

267,170 
spontaneous refugee returns to 
Syria since 2016 (UNHCR, December 2020).
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In Numbers
Net Funding Requirements: 
(March - August 2021)

Regional Syrian  
Refugee Crisis Overview

US$
307.1
million

Lebanon: US$ 158.4 m

Turkey: US$ 14.3 m

Iraq: US$ 5.7 m

Jordan: US$ 108.5 m

Egypt: US$ 20.2 m

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the map(s) do 
not imply the expression of any opinion on the part of WFP concerning the legal 
or constitutional status of any country, territory, city or sea, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Unconditional Resource Transfers 
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“In Syria, we face the 10th anniversary of the conflict and 
food insecurity has never been as high…... Jordan, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Turkey and Egypt have generously hosted 6 
million refugees for a decade now. Their economies are 
hit by COVID-19 as well and they need international 
support to continue especially that the vulnerability of 
the refugees has increased with COVID-19” 

- said Corinne Fleischer, the WFP Regional Director for the 
Middle East and North Africa addressing the Executive 
Board in February.



Contacts
WFP Regional Bureau Cairo
Operational Information Management Unit 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.org

For more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

Situation Updates

Diana Abdulwahid Hammo is 10 years old.  Her family fled Qamishli city in Syria due to the conflict 
and unrest.  “There was no safe place and everything was destroyed, and we sought safety in the 
Kurdistan Region,” said Diana’s parents Shana and Abdulwahid. Diana’s family has been living
in Arbat camp, Sulaymaniyah (Iraq) since October 2014. WFP Iraq provides cash assistance to 
Diana’s family each month, so they can purchase the food of their choice. She knows nothing but 
a life in displacement, but remains hopeful. “In the future I would like to become a medical doctor.”
Photo: Diana and her family at lunch at home. WFP’s monthly cash assistance helps her family meet their food needs. 
WFP Iraq/Mohammed Abbas

Diana- as old as the conflict

Unconditional Resource Transfers 

Lebanon: Under the Syria crisis response, WFP assisted a total of 949,652 beneficiaries through CBT modalities. The people 
assisted were 115,026 vulnerable Lebanese, 812,218 Syrian refugees and 22,408 refugees of other nationalities.

Jordan: Almost 505,000 refugees residing in camps and host communities received monthly food assistance in the form of 
cash-based transfers.

Egypt: WFP provided general food assistance (GFA) in the form of cash-based transfers (CBT) to about 117,700 registered refugees from 
9 different countries to help secure their basic food needs. 

Turkey: WFP supported 51,940 refugees living in six camps in the country’s Southeast through a monthly e-voucher payment 
of TRY 120 (USD 16) per person.

Iraq: WFP provided emergency food assistance to over 195,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and around 72,000 
refugees. Despite the closure of some camps by the government under their camp closure and consolidation initiative, WFP 
continues to provide assistance to vulnerable households in the remaining camps.

Jordan: WFP resumed its School Feeding activities (distribution of date bars) in camps following the Government’s decision to 
reopen schools in February. This assistance covers around 6,000 students in 30 schools. 

Lebanon: On 24 February, distributions of take-home rations resumed after being on hold since mid-January due to strict 
COVID-19 lockdown measures. Families of all students enrolled in the 81 WFP-assisted schools will be provided with a 30 kg 
food parcel through distributions at school premises, which will continue until schools resume in-person learning.

School Feeding

WFP Response
WFP continues to provide support to Syrian refugees and host community in terms of income and livelihoods promoting 
resilience for all, guided by the principle that “no one is left behind”. In Lebanon, the resumption of Food Assistance for 
Training (FFT) in-person activities is still suspended while WFP and partners are carrying out distance training and capacity 
strengthening activities in health, hygiene, management training, and more. In Jordan, with the Government’s decision to 
reopen schools in February, distribution of the date bars resumed in camps only, covering around 6,000 students in 30 schools.

At the end of February, the sub-region registered 4.3 million COVID-19 cases. The socio-economic impacts of the pandemic 
compounded existing vulnerabilities and many refugees have lost their income and have found it even harder to purchase food 
or pay rent. Host communities in these countries, who have supported and accommodated such large numbers of refugees, 
have also been heavily affected. In Lebanon the currency devaluation continues and despite a decades-long rate of around 
1,500 LBP to the USD, it now stands at around 12,000-13,000 LBP for 1 USD, making the loss of purchasing power dramatic and 
further eroding people’s ability to afford food and other basic needs. The latest assessment of market prices in February 2021 
indicated that the Survival Minimum Expenditure Basket (SMEB) marked a 12 percent increase in just one month.

Asset Creation and Livelihoods

Lebanon: Under the Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) activities, agriculture infrastructure as well as forestry activities resumed 
this month.

Turkey: Under the cash-for-training component of the Mutfakta Umut Var (MUV)/Kitchen of Hope project, 76 participants 
from the second cohort completed on-the-job training on professional culinary skills in seven provinces while the on-the-job 
training is still ongoing for 16 participants. Also, 247 participants from the third cohort are attending face-to-face vocational 
training in nine provinces. 

Jordan: WFP and the Ministry of Agriculture continued working on various resilience activities (seedling production, forestry 
maintenance and pruning, among others) targeting 850 participants (70 percent Jordanian, 30 percent Syrian refugees). In 
partnership with the National Alliance against Hunger and Malnutrition (NAJMAH), WFP continued to support 6,000 vulnerable 
Jordanians and refugees with training in professions required in the market such as food production, crafts, welding and 
carpentry, improving their employment prospects and thus their food security.

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey

