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In Numbers
Net Funding Requirements: 
(February – July 2020)

Lebanon: US$60 m

Turkey: US$24 m

Egypt: US$17.1 m

Jordan: US$48.9 m

Regional Syrian  
Refugee Crisis Overview Highlights

• 3.2 million Syrian refugees, non-Syrian refugees 
and host community were assisted by WFP in 
December 2019.   

• WFP Egypt’s campaign on ShareTheMeal, WFP’s 
charity app that allows smartphone users to feed 
a child in need on their phone, raised a total of 
US$ 150,000 in support of women livelihood and 
micro-loan activities. Out of 700 initiatives, Egypt’s 
ShareTheMeal Campaign was also recognized 
with WFP’s Innovation Award for 2019. 

These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. Figures above may include host community members and non-Syrian refugees. 
Map updated as of Jan 2020

Unconditional Resource Transfers Asset Creation and Livelihoods Malnutrition Prevention School Feeding

5.6 m
registered Syrian refugees  
in countries of asylum  
(UNHCR, Jan 2020)

230,418
spontaneous refugee returns to 
Syria since 2016, (UNHCR, Dec 2019)
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46,200
people assisted by WFP

Iraq: US$29 m

US$
179

million



Contacts
WFP Regional Bureau Cairo 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730; 
Fax: +202 2528 1735
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.org

WFP Response
WFP Iraq is working with UNICEF and UNFPA as well as UNDP on the eventual handover of the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). A workshop with the relevant government actors to review the capacity development plan was held in Erbil in 
December 2019. WFP Jordan and the Ministry of Social Development signed an agreement to provide winter food parcels for 
10,000 vulnerable families in Jordan starting in early January. Furthermore, the first cycle of beneficiary validation (September-
December 2019) concluded by mid-December with the biometric validation of about 81,000 refugee households. As part of 
WFP’s One Refugee Policy, WFP Egypt supported 98,330 refugees of different nationalities through general food assistance. 

For more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

Unconditional Resource Transfers 
Lebanon: Despite the challenges faced due to the ongoing civil unrest, WFP has assisted a total of 773,305 beneficiaries 
through cash-based transfer modalities amounting to US$24 million in November. As some banks continued to restrict access 
to ATMs to their customers only, monthly loading of e-cards for multipurpose cash and cash for food was staggered into four 
batches over four days starting on 4 December to avoid crowding at ATMs and to allow banks sufficient time to replenish 
ATMs.  

Lebanon: Following a pause due to the civil unrest, the distribution of school snacks was reinitiated in all participating schools, 
and in 18 additional schools. The number of students benefitting from this programme reached 32,200 students by the end 
of 2019. 

Jordan: WFP held high level discussions with the Ministry of Education to identify priority areas and needs for the development 
national school feeding programme for 2020.

School Feeding

Iraq: The School Feeding team restarted the programme in late December 2019, prioritizing 300,000 children in 1,200 schools 
in 11 governorates across Iraq, in the current academic year. School Feeding, with the full coordination and support of 
Directorates of Education and Health in the respective governorates, started in Kirkuk, Basra, Muthanna, Salah al-Din, Diyala 
and Anbar. It is expected that it will start soon in Qadissiya and the remaining governorates.

Egypt: WFP’s smallholder farmers resilience activities reached 7,296 men and women in about 60 villages, helping them 
through land consolidation, and the introduction of new crops varieties. Of WFP’s ongoing in-kind micro-credit scheme, a total 
of 1,407 women and 701 men received ducks and goats as in-kind microloans to launch their own livelihood project. WFP also 
provided trainings on livestock raising and bee keeping.

Iraq: 2733 students graduated from the second cycle of the European multidisciplinary platform against criminal threats 
(EMPACT), WFP’s digital skills and English training programme that helps vulnerable youth foster livelihoods. WFP Iraq’s 
Resilience team and Cooperating Partners completed the planting of 50,000 trees, constructed 223 greenhouses, 35 pump 
stations / bore holes for water access, and more.

Asset Creation and Livelihoods

Turkey: The Mutfakta Umut Var (Kitchen of Hope) conditional cash for training pilot programme was successfully concluded 
by the end of December. Fifty-five (55) participants completed their on-the-job training at an assigned hotel, restaurant or café 
and thus received a certificate provided by Nationals Employment Agency ‘ISKUR’. Participants received a cash transfer of TRY 
2,020 (USD 354) for 26 working days per month.

Situation Updates
Protests continued in Iraq (except in the Kurdistan Region and some northern areas), spurred by disenfranchised people 
because of a lack of employment opportunities, perceived corruption and a lack of basic services. 
In Lebanon, protests and road closures by protestors continued throughout December across the country. Protestors 
demanded political solution to the deterioration of the economic situation. As many businesses have been closed, both food 
supply and heating are affected.

WFP’s ‘Kitchen of Hope’ helps get refugees into the world of work. Gursel, an 
Istanbul restaurant owner, who agreed to give two-month work placements 
to two Syrian refugees enrolled in WFP’s cash-for-training pilot programme, 
now says he is thinking of how to keep them on as full-time employees. Of her 
‘Kitchen of Hope’ training, Nura, a Syrian participant says: “This project makes 
me more hopeful for the future.”

Kitchen of Hope

Gursel Ilguz joins Nura and Hajeh, Syrians interning at his restaurant, in the kitchen. Photo: WFP/ Suraj Sharma.

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
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