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These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. To adapt to COVID-19, WFP introduced adjustments to distribution modalities. 
Figures above may include host community members and non-Syrian refugees. UNHCR locations are partially represented at this scale. Map updated as of May 2021.

5.6 m 
registered Syrian refugees  
in countries of asylum 
(UNHCR, May 2021).

275,816 
spontaneous refugee returns to 
Syria since 2016 (UNHCR, March 2021).

117,292*
people assisted by WFP

552,083 
people assisted by WFP

51,241 
people assisted by WFP
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80,583*
people assisted by WFP
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1,143,339 
people assisted by WFP
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In Numbers
Net Funding Requirements: 
(June - November 2021)

Regional Syrian  
Refugee Crisis Overview

US$
408

million

Lebanon: US$ 237.4 m

Iraq: US$ 10.8 m

Turkey: US$ 10.7 m

Jordan: US$ 118.1 m

Egypt: US$ 31.0 m

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the map(s) do 
not imply the expression of any opinion on the part of WFP concerning the legal 
or constitutional status of any country, territory, city or sea, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Unconditional Resource Transfers 

Asset Creation and Livelihoods

Malnutrition Prevention

School Feeding

Ongoing

Suspended

Take-Home Rations

Switched to

In April, in the region, WFP assisted almost 2 
million refugees and host communities through 
its operations. 

These included EMPACT -Empowerment in 
Action- initiative, which connects refugees, 
displaced people and vulnerable host 
communities to the future of work through short 
and focused digital skills training courses.

*Figures are provisional and may be adjusted upwards or downwards after reconciliation.

April 2021



The Syria refugee crisis remains the largest humanitarian and development 
crisis in the world. Across the five main Syrian-refugee hosting countries 
–Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt – over 10 million people need 
some form of humanitarian and resilience support in 2021. 

The two primary drivers of displacement for most refugees are lack of 
safety, and loss of livelihood opportunities. Without an income, food 
becomes scarce, and families are forced to leave home.

In order to increase self-reliance of Syrian refugees and host 
communities’ youth, WFP started the EMPACT (Empowerment 
in Action ) project. The EMPACT project teaches digital skills 
through a tailored, focused vocational training programme, and 
partners with leading tech firms to connect trainees with work 
opportunities.

EMPACT supports young people bridging their way out of hunger

Iraq

Project start date: 

August 2020 
End date: 

January 2021
Youth unemployment rate: 

25.2%

Students selected: 

Around 2,825 51%

Type of work found: trainer assistants with WFP cooperating partner, casual workers, 
camp community mobilizers and in private companies.

Turkey

Project start date: 

September 2020 

Percentage of females  
who received the training: 

Percentage of females  
who received the training: 

End date: 

April 2021
Youth unemployment rate: 

24.6%

Students selected: 

127
Students who completed:

112

Students who completed:

2,544

40%

Type of work found: As web and software developers in private companies.

16% 
found a job.

50% 
found a job. Turkish Turkish/SyrianRefugees

49 vs. 70

IraqisRefugees
592 vs. 1,952
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https://innovation.wfp.org/project/empact
https://innovation.wfp.org/project/empact
 https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.1524.ZS?locations=IQ
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.1524.ZS?locations=TR


Contacts
WFP Regional Bureau Cairo
Operational Information Management Unit 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.orgFor more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

Marwa  lives with her young son Adam in a refugee camp in 
northern Iraq.

The conflict in Syria forced Marwa to flee her childhood 
home, interrupting her education, and making it hard for her 
to develop any sort of career. It was tough to just get by.

Marwa yearned to find a good job, so that she could raise 
Adam with the best chance of a bright future. She was excited 
to secure a place on WFP & University of Sulaymaniyah’s 
EMPACT programme last year.

To keep students safe during the pandemic, EMPACT 
transformed from in-person classes to fully online courses. 
Marwa was able to study at home, flexibly. EMPACT also 
allowed for some classes to be taken at different times.

Marwa arranged her studies around her commitments to 
her family and son, and was also able to continue working 
part-time. Alongside her EMPACT studies, Marwa successfully 
trained to become a certified accountant working remotely.

“Being able to start earning an income before graduating 
was crucial for me. The EMPACT programme allowed me to 
do that so I could take care of Adam and my family while 
studying.”

Marwa, 24, is from Ghouta region near 
Damascus, Syria

Baraah, 29, is from Albukamal city, Syria

Baraah is a young Syrian with a dream: to work and be successful. 
In Syria she signed up to online university courses in Information 
System Engineering, successfully completing the first year.

Unfortunately, the war erupted shattering her dreams the same 
way the bombs destroyed the windows of her house. She had to 
run. In 2017 she left Albukamal (Syria) with her three children 
and her husband carrying nothing but the official papers. After 
a horrible journey the family reached the Turkish border hoping 
for survival. They tried to cross the border through the mountains 
multiple times without success. Only her husband managed to get 
into Turkey with a job as a doctor in a humanitarian organization. 
She had to wait for a whole year to get reunited.

Once in Turkey the language barrier and cultural shock had a 
big toll on her and her children. Building home in a new place 
comes with unique hardships for refugees. But Baraah didn’t give 
up. When she saw the advertisement for the EMPACT training 
organized by WFP she enrolled. Now she is already into her second 
job  as web developer in a Turkish company after completing the 
training. And she is also finalizing her university studies.

“If you are a woman, especially a mother, with passion to work 
and success, you would have many barriers and challenges that 
push you to surrender. But I was able to get pass it”.

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey

