
 
  

 

CSSF PROGRAMME SUMMARY 

PROGRAMME TITLE: Syria: Future Syria Programme 

HMG Partners  
(LEAD in bold) 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) 

COUNTRY 
AND REGION: 

Syria, Middle East and North Africa  

UNIQUE ID: CSSF-06-000030 
DAC Code: 15220 

PROGRAMME DURATION: April 2019 - March 2020 
Start Date:April 2019 End Date: March 2020 

IF A NEW PROGRAMME FOR THIS FY, HAVE ANY ELEMENTS DERIVED FROM OLDER 
PROGRAMMES? IF YES, WHICH ONES? : Yes, elements are derived from the Whole of Syria 
Programme 2018/19 on Rights and Accountability and Women’s Empowerment. 

FY 19-20 
BUDGET 
ALLOCATION:  

ODA: £2.5m Non-ODA: £0 

CONTACT DETAILS JointFundsUnit@fco.gov.uk 

PROJECT/ 
COMPONENT 

LEAD 
DEPT 

IMPLEMENTING 
ORGANISATION 

Implementing 
Partner Type 
 

CONTRACT 
START/END 
DATES 

FY19-20 
BUDGET 
(ODA/Non-
ODA) 

Documentation 
& Accountability 

FCO Commission for 
International 
Justice and 
Accountability 
 

NGO 
 
 

June 2019-March 
2020 
 
 

£1.25m / £0 

* * * * * * 

Civil Society 
Capacity 
Building  

FCO Search for 
Common Ground 

NGO September 2019-
March 2020 

£0.41m/£0 

Women’s 
Empowerment 

FCO Women’s 
International 
League for Peace 
and Freedom 
(WILPF) 

NGO April 2019-March 
2020 

£0.75m/£0 

Programme 
Delivery Costs 

FCO N/A N/A April 2019-March 
2020 

£0.09/£0 

*Information is redacted on security grounds. 

WHAT SUPPORT IS THE UK PROVIDING? 

The Future Syria programme will enable the UK to contribute in the immediate term to international 
accountability efforts to prosecute perpetrators of human rights abuses and international humanitarian 
law violations. The programme will also preserve civil society space at a local level whilst enhancing 
effective and meaningful participation of women in Syrian society.  
 

WHY IS UK SUPPORT NEEDED? 

As a global leader on human rights and permanent member of the Security Council, there is a need 
for the UK to remain at the forefront of international accountability efforts to prosecute crimes and 
uphold the rules-based international system (RBIS).  
 
An established body of evidence on conflict and post-conflict settings makes clear the role of civil 
society in maintaining space for inclusive, non-sectarian approaches to local problems, and the 
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longer-term benefits. Ultimately, the existence of civil society increases the chances that in the longer-
term, change in Syria produces more outcomes that are more conducive to UK national interest. 

WHICH HMG OBJECTIVES AND IF SPENDING ODA WHICH SDGs (GOALS, TARGETS AND 
INDICATORS) DOES THIS CONTRIBUTE TO? 

The Future Syria programme supports the UK Government NSC long-term vision for Syria to see an 
end to the Syria conflict, supported by a sustainable political settlement that enables safe and 
voluntary refugee return, and contributes to regional stability. The programme will also contribute to 
the UK Government’s Women, Peace and Security commitments under UNSC 1325 and the UK 
National Action Plan outcomes: to increase women’s meaningful and representative participation in 
decision making processes, in addition to an increase in the number and scale of interventions that 
integrate effective measures to prevent and respond to gender-based violence, particularly violence 
against women and girls.  
 
This programme is ODA eligible under the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) Development Assistance Committee's revised directive on peace and security. The UK aid 
strategy (2015) sets out the UK Government’s objectives to use its ODA budget to strengthen global 
peace, security and governance by investing more to tackle the causes of instability, insecurity and 
conflict, and tackle crime and corruption. 
 
 
The programme works towards SDG 5 to achieve gender equality and empowerment for all women 
and girls while promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development; SDG 16 
providing access to justice for all and building effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all 
levels. 

WHAT RESULTS DOES THE UK EXPECT TO ACHIEVE? 

This programme should deliver the following overarching outputs over the following year: 
• CSOs continue to operate and increase capacity, ability, confidence and institutional strength 
• Syrian-led advocacy, coordinated with and supporting HMG’s own efforts, supports human 

rights and women’s empowerment; 
• Russian/regime narratives are challenged and disinformation countered; 
• Organisations document, with due regard for survivors, HR abuses and IHL violations to 

criminal evidentiary standard, and pass these documents to the relevant authorities. 
 
These outputs should contribute to the following outcomes 

• CSOs better able to engage with their communities, implement activities aligned with their 
vision and solve local problems; 

• A space for dialogue for Syrians to work together to mitigate their most corrosive grievances 
and opportunities for civil society leaders to represent communities’ interests; 

• Increased challenge to disinformation outside Syria, amplifying truth and amplifying the views 
of moderate Syrians; 

• International justice and accountability mechanisms better able to conserve, preserve and 
analyse evidence. 

 

 


