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515,061 Syrian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Turkey and Egypt  

as of 12 December 2012 
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3. COUNTRY RESPONSE PLANS 

JORDAN 

 

  



45 

 

LEBANON 
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IRAQ 

 

Executive Summary 

With over 65,000 Syrian refugees having been registered in Iraq since May 2012, including almost 15,000 people 

registered in the month of November, Iraq looks set to continue receiving large numbers of refugees in the Kurdistan 

Region (KR), as well as in the Governorate of Anbar. At the time of drafting the RRP, there were 55,000 Syrian nationals 

of Kurdish origin registered in the Governorates of Dohuk, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah (KR), and some 9,000 in and around Al 

Qa’im (Anbar); just under 50 per cent are living in camps.  

 

Based on 2012 trends, humanitarian agencies estimate that there could be some 90,000 Syrian refugees living in camps or 

scattered across various Iraqi towns and cities by the end of June 2013. Owing to the probability of a sustained, but uneven, 

growth of camp and urban populations in Kurdistan and in Anbar, the planned response aims to ensure a consistent level of 

assistance to all refugees in need, while further strengthening the protection capacity already in place, particularly for urban 

refugees. 

 

UNHCR continues to coordinate the humanitarian response in close collaboration with the Government of Iraq (GoI) and 

with UNICEF, WFP and WHO which each lead one of the sectors focusing on Protection, Health, Education, Food, Basic 

Needs and Operations Management and Support. The inter-agency response has been joined by some new humanitarian 

agencies, lending much-needed support and expertise in the challenging political and security environment which continues 

to characterize Iraq. Altogether, agencies are appealing for a total of US$ 86,042,526 to protect and assist Syrian refugees 

in Iraq in the first half of the year 2013. 

Context and Humanitarian Needs 

 

Context 

As of 12 December 2012, Iraq was hosting 65,527 registered Syrian refugees: 56,000 in the Kurdistan Region (including 

close to 25,000 in the camp of Domiz in Dohuk) and 9,000 in the Governorate of Anbar (including 8,000 in the camps of 

Al Qa’im). Most refugees are Syrian nationals of Kurdish origin who have registered with UNHCR and the Kurdistan 

Region’s Department of Displacement and Migration (DDM) in the Governorates of Dohuk, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah. 

Based on trends throughout the year, humanitarian agencies expect that by the end of June 2013, some 65,000 Syrian 

refugees will be living in the Kurdistan Region, while some 25,000 will be in Iraq’s most western governorate, Anbar. In 

each case, the population is divided between those living in camps and those living in host communities. 

 

The Government of Iraq has continued to offer Syrians relatively easy access to its territory, although the border crossing of 

Al Qa’im has been closed to Syrians since the end of October. This closure followed several weeks of restricted access, 
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TURKEY 
 

 

Executive Summary 

The Republic of Turkey was the first country neighbouring Syria to formally respond to the influx of Syrian refugees when 

the Government of Turkey (GoT) declared and began implementing a temporary protection regime in April 2011.  

Overall the GoT maintains an open border policy, enabling refugees to receive assistance and protection in camps set up 

and run by the Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD) and the Turkish Red Crescent Society (TRCS), 

while allowing some Syrian refugees to join Turkish relatives or to reside independently in Turkish cities. With the 

growing numbers of refugees in camps, which stood at 137,756 as of 12 December 2012, there is an increasing need for 

international solidarity and burden‐sharing with both the Government and host communities, some of which have been 

directly affected by the conflict in Syria owing to their close proximity to the border.  

In the space of six months, Turkey saw the Syrian refugee population in its camps rise to five times the number registered 

in June 2012, requiring nine new camps to be built, spread across seven provinces bordering Syria. The GoT estimates that 

there may be 70,000 or more Syrian refugees living in urban locations. Given these trends and the rising demands on 

Turkey’s resources, the UN Country Team, in consultation with the authorities, requested UNHCR to take a lead role in 

coordinating a response designed to support and complement existing efforts made by the host country. The Regional 

Response Plan (RRP) thus outlines the planned activities of UNICEF, WHO, WFP, UNFPA, IOM and UNHCR in their 

respective areas of expertise and responsibility, with overall coordination support from the Office of the UN Resident 

Coordinator.  

The key areas of the RRP agreed upon with the GoT range from technical support for protection to the provision and 

prepositioning of relief items - including shelter, basic household items, cooking facilities, health and hygiene kits, 

education material and food vouchers, as well as food assistance. In addition to ensuring that Turkey is assisted in 

preparing for the continuing influx into camps, the agencies involved will also focus on the identification of refugee needs 

in urban locations. A profiling of Syrians in urban locations is underway with a view to assessing potential assistance where 

appropriate. Based on arrival trends and consultations with the Government, which in anticipation of estimated numbers of 

up to 380,000 Syrian refugees in camps by the end of June 2013, financial requirements within the Turkey chapter of the 

RRP for the first half of 2013 amount to US$ 158,613,814.  




