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REGIONAL ANALYSIS SYRIA  

27 February 2013 
 
Part I – Syria 
This Regional Analysis of the Syria Conflict (RAS) is an 
update of the January RAS.  This Regional Analysis of 
the Syria Conflict (RAS) seeks to bring together 
information from all sources in the region and provide 
holistic analysis of the overall Syria crisis.  While Part I 
focuses on the situation within Syria, Part II covers the 
impact of the crisis on the neighbouring countries.  The 
Syria Needs Analysis Project welcomes all information 
that could complement this report.  For additional 
information, comments or questions, please email 
SNAP@ACAPS.org. 

Government and anti-Government held areas as at February 2013 

 

Overview 
 Fierce fighting has continued in and around the key towns of Aleppo, Dar’a, 

Deir-ez-Zor, Homs, Idleb and in rural Damascus while the conflict has 
intensified significantly in Damascus city.  Although both the Government and 
opposition have indicated a willingness to engage in talks, an end to the 
conflict remains remote.  Limited humanitarian activities continue through the 
SARC, LCCs and numerous local NGOs and CBOs although some areas are 
reportedly receiving very little assistance at all. 

 Displacement: In February, 2.3 million IDPs have been identified across 
parts of 10 governorates, which challenges the original working assumption 
of 2 million people being internally displaced. Despite the availability of these 
estimates, there remains little clarity on the total numbers of IDPs in Syria. 
Ministries of the Government of Syria report 155,000 IDPs residing in over 
690 collective centres and more in some 1,466 schools but no figures are 
available for the number residing in private accommodation (with or without 
host families).  While the vast majority (around 80%) of displaced reside with 
host families, it is estimated that 4% (80,000 or so) sleep rough, in caves, 
parks or barns etc.  Not all IDPs are in need of assistance (see the 

 The priority needs below are based on known information. Little or no information is 
available for the, relatively calm, governorates of As-Sweida, Hama, Tartous, Quneitra.  In 
addition, there is scarce information available on Rural Damascus governorate, although 
the humanitarian situation is reportedly dire.  

 With intense fighting continuing in significant parts of the country, and hostilities 
escalating in and around Damascus, the humanitarian situation continues to 
deteriorate.  PROTECTION remains a key concern throughout the country, 
specifically: 

 direct threat to life from the conflict  

 human rights violations 

 gender based violence 

 child recruitment. 
 As in January, FOOD continues to be a priority for all governorates, especially so 

in the north (specifically Aleppo) where bakeries have been targeted with 
airstrikes; fuel is scarce and access to food is severely limited in areas under 
siege.  Poor harvest and increasing unemployment, pre-existing issues now 
compounded by the conflict, make the provision of food assistance and support 
to food production essential.  The HEALTH situation on the ground is rapidly 
deteriorating, with services in Aleppo, Damascus, Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa, Hama, 
Homs and Deir-ez-Zor and in rural area of Dar’a overwhelmed and in need of 
medical personnel, facilities, and supplies (to treat trauma cases; disease and 
chronic illnesses such as diabetes).  Waterborne diseases, including typhoid, are 
on the rise and access to WASH facilities is an increasing priority, particularly in 
areas facing extended electricity cuts, large scale structural damage and areas 
where Government services can no longer maintain water networks.  With winter 
coming to an end, the need for winterisation decreases.  However, continuing 
destruction of homes and large-scale displacement result in an increasing need 
for SHELTER and NFI for IDPs. 

Priority needs  

 Red flags indicate new information 
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