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DAMASCUS, 19 February 2013 
– Despite worsening violence and 
significant funding gaps, UNICEF 
is stepping up its delivery of 
humanitarian assistance in Syria, 
targeting increasing numbers of 
the more than 4 million people in 
need of humanitarian assistance.

At least half of the total affected 
population are children. Many have 
been internally displaced by conflict, 
live in collective shelters with few 
belongings and often lack the most 
basic essentials.

“Even as the situation deteriorates, 
UNICEF has managed to expand its 
operations to deliver essential relief 
supplies like blankets, children’s 

clothes, hygiene items, plastic 
sheets, and high-energy biscuits,” 
said Youssouf Abdel-Jelil, UNICEF 
Representative in Syria. “Many of 
these deliveries were made as part 
of recent cross-line operations.”

Most recently, UNICEF was part 
of an inter-agency mission that 
delivered a first batch of critical 
and life-saving supplies to 6,000 
internally displaced people in 
Karameh in north-western Syria. 

Some of the cities reached in the 
past three weeks have experienced 
prolonged and severe conflict. In 
the northern city of Aleppo, for 
example, UNICEF and its local 
partners have distributed 45,000 
blankets and quilts. 

In Deir Ez-Zor, Al-Hasaka, Homs, 
Idleb, Al-Raqqa and Damascus, 
meanwhile, a total of 90,000 
blankets were distributed to children 
and their families, along with 14,000 
plastic sheets and more than 10,000 

sets of children’s clothes. In Tartus 
and Homs, including Talbiseh, 
UNICEF reached 7,000 children with 
176 school-in-a-carton kits, which 
contain educational materials. 

UNICEF is appealing for US$68 
million to provide urgent humanitarian 
assistance in Syria for water and 
sanitation, health and nutrition, 
education, psychosocial support as 
part of a UN-wide appeal issued last 
December. Less than 20 per cent of 
that amount has been received.

Children of Syria A UNICEF update
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Children’s winter clothing supplies are loaded for transportation to Syria.

Children attend a crowded Arabic dictation lesson in a UNICEF-supported public primary school in Homs city. One in 
every five schools in Syria have been damaged or destroyed by fighting and many others shelter displaced populations.

UNICEF scales up 
emergency help to 

Syria’s children

See page 4 for more photos
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Children of Syria

By David Youngmeyer

ZA’ATARI, Jordan, 19 February 
2013 – As the Syrian conflict 
continues, with thousands of 
people crossing into Jordan 
every day, a regular flow of these 
refugees are unaccompanied 
and separated children. 

Reaching the safety of Jordan, these 
children can be in a distressed state 
– shocked, tired, hungry, uncertain 
about the future. Some are wounded. 

Keeping unaccompanied children safe

UNICEF Child Protection Specialist 
Camilla Jones is part of the front-line 
team working to keep these vulnerable 
children safe. she is regularly at 
Za’atari refugee camp, which hosts 
tens of thousands of refugees.

New arrivals are met at the border 
and escorted by bus to the camp to 
register with UNHCR, receive a meal 
and basic supplies such as blankets. 

The new arrivals are screened for 

unaccompanied and separated 
children. Once identified, the children 
are provided with safe alternative 
care arrangements until they can be 
reunited with relatives. 

“The key goal is to reunify 
unaccompanied and separated 
children with their parents, where 

possible and appropriate, 
and to provide protection 
and care in the meantime,” 
she says. 

“Child protection is literally 
life-saving. If a child is 
without family protection, 
he or she is at greater risk 
of being exploited and may 
find it hard to cope.”

Ms. Jones says these 
children struggle to 
come to terms with their 
experiences of conflict 
and displacement, which are 
still raw. “We provide them with 
support and activities to occupy 
their minds and help them have a 
greater purpose.” 

Dealing with depression

UNICEF partner International 
Medical Corps works with a 
group of adolescent boys, giving 
them the chance to discuss their 
feelings, which helps them deal 

with depression and 
aggressive behaviour. 

Ms. Jones met a 6-year-old 
boy at the reception centre 
who had arrived without 
his family, carrying just a 
few items of clothing. The 
boy had been identified as 
unaccompanied and some 
basic information collected 
about his situation. 

Later, a man claiming 
to be the boy’s father 

arrived at the camp and asked to 
be reunited with him. It came to 
light that the boy had been left in 
the care of an uncle in Syria. When 
the uncle could no longer care 
for the child, the boy was sent to 
Jordan. He tried twice before he 
managed to cross the border to 
safety.

After confirming that the man was 
really the boy’s father, another 
UNICEF implementing partner, 
International Rescue Committee, 
worked with the Government of 
Jordan to allow the boy to leave 
the camp and reintegrate into 
family life with his father. The two 
had been separated for more than 
one month. 

“Most of the unaccompanied and 
separated children arriving at 
Za’atari are between 14 and 17 
years old,” says Ms. Jones. 

UNICEF’s Camilla Jones. 
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Protecting separated and unaccompanied 
Syrian refugee children in Jordan

Refugees by 
numbers*

Lebanon  314,602

Jordan  300,341

Turkey 183,846

Iraq   98,992

Egypt   28,000

Total   925,781
(UNICEF estimates that 50% of these 
refugees are children.)

*UNHCR registered refugees and individuals awaiting 

registration as at 26 February 2013

“The key goal is to 
reunify unaccompanied 
and separated children 
with their parents, and 
provide protection and 
care in the meantime”
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Children of Syria

By Bastien Vigneau

SYRIA, 22 February 2013 – 
Earlier this month, I took part in 
a joint UN mission to Karameh, 
in Syria’s north-western Idleb 
Province, to deliver much needed 
relief supplies to thousands of 
displaced people.

Through this convoy, which started 
from Damascus and involved eight 
UN agencies, UNICEF delivered 
family hygiene kits and special 
hygiene kits for babies. 

More supplies

UNICEF is also sending other 
supplies, including children’s 
clothes and school kits containing 
educational supplies. UN sister 
agencies provided food, blankets, 
and medical supplies.

Thousands of people – displaced 
from their homes by the on-going 
conflict in Syria live in makeshift 
shelters near the Turkish border, 
including Karameh, El Qah and 
Atmeh. The situation I witnessed 
in Karameh is dire. The camp 
hosts around 4,500 people, made 

up of mostly women and children. 

Although some aid has been 
delivered previously, 
violence and the difficulty 
of access has limited our 
response. The needs are 
great and people lack even 
the most basic of supplies. 

Harsh living conditions

There are some tents that 
shelter displaced families but very 
few heaters, which quickly run out of 
fuel. Families lack the basics: food, 
clean water, blankets, clothes, and 
latrines. Women and children, who 
have lost everything, are enduring 
harsh living conditions, including 
a cold winter. This camp has only 
eight toilets, which is nowhere 
near enough to meet the needs of 
thousands of people. 

The lack of sanitation facilities and 
their poor condition are placing 
children, in particular, at extremely 
high risk of disease.

During the mission, I met 15-year-
old Walid* who has been living at 
the camp with his parents and five 

siblings for two months. Walid and 
his family are originally from rural 
Damascus, but they fled due to 
heavy fighting. Walid’s youngest 
brother was only eight days old at 
the time. 

Displaced again

When they arrived in Idleb, the 
family initially took shelter with 
relatives. But because of fighting in 
the area, they had to move again, 
this time to Karameh camp. At first, 
the family had their own tent, but 
a few days ago, they were joined 
by another family of eight. Now 16 
people are crammed into a single 
tent. Each has only one meal a day 
because they share what little food 
they have. 

“My desire is to go to school,” 
says Walid, “but since this is not 
possible, I want to find a job to help 
my family with some income.” 

Lack of funding remains a major 
issue for UNICEF’s work in scaling 
up its humanitarian response 
in Syria. UNICEF is asking for 
US$68 million to provide urgent 
humanitarian assistance in Syria  in 
the areas of water and sanitation, 
health and nutrition, education, 
and psychosocial support. UNICEF 
has recieved only 20 per cent of 
needed funding.

*Name has been changed

UNICEF Regional Emergency 
Advisor, Bastien Vigneau, was part 
of a recent UN inter-agency mission 
that delivered critical humanitarian 
assistance to displaced people in 
north-western Syria.

Delivering life-saving supplies to displaced people 
in Syria – A first-hand account

Children displaced by conflict at a makeshift camp at Karameh, in Syria’s north-western Idleb Province. 
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“The needs are great 
and people lack even 

the most basic of 
supplies”



For more information:
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UNICEF Middle East and North Africa 

dyoungmeyer@unicef.org 
menaro@unicef.org
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Syria
UNICEF has begun a massive scale-up 
of mobile health services with the aim 
of reaching some 280,000 children. 
The number of teams supported has 
increased from eight to 50, and the 
number of governorates covered 
doubled to 12.

Winter clothing, hygiene materials, 
water treatment chemicals, and 
essential medical supplies for more 
than 220,000 people have been 
provided to partners for distribution 
in seven governorates.

Lebanon
UNICEF reached almost 24,000 
Syrian and Lebanese students in 

61 schools with fuel for heating 
classrooms. 

UNICEF is supporting the on-going 
enrolment of Syrian children in 
public schools with close to 16,000 
students enrolled to date.

Iraq
Attendance at Domiz camp’s child-
friendly space has increased, 
particularly amongst 4-5 year-olds. 
UNICEF is reaching 500 children 
are being reached with recreation 
activities and informal learning.

In northern Iraq, UNICEF is 
supporting an enrolment campaign to 
create awareness on the importance 
of education and increase the 
number of school-aged refugee 
children in school. 

Turkey
UNICEF distributed winter clothing 
for almost 13,000 children at 
Akcakale camp.

At current funding levels, UNICEF 
is not able to cover all school-
aged children living at existing 
camps, nor to extend programmes 
in child protection, education, and 
youth in additional camps or host 
communities.

Jordan
UNICEF and partner ACTED 
supplied a daily average of more 
than 2.3 million litres of water to 
Za’atari refugee camp.

More than 25,000 Syrian children 
in host communities have been 
enrolled at school. 

Briefs

Continued from page 1

Right: A displaced girl attending a public school in 
Homs receives an exercise book, one of the school 
materials included in a school-in-a-carton that UNICEF 
provides through education partners.

Bottom left: At a public primary school in Homs, students 
attending the first shift prepare to go home as children of 
the second shift come in. This school operates three shifts 
each day, with almost 70 per cent of its students displaced.

Bottom right: Children attend class at a public primary 
school in the city of Homs. Education officials in Homs 
say that about half of the students in schools are dis-
placed children.
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