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Children of Syria A UNICEF update

By Salam Abdulmunem

DOHUK, Iraq, April 2013 -  Zilan (10) 
and her three siblings took refuge in 
the Domiz Syrian refugee camp in 
Iraq four weeks ago. She is one of 
over 500 refugees who cross the 
Syrian border to Iraq every day. “ we 
had to stop going to school,” says 
Zilan. “We stayed at home because 
it was getting dangerous in Qamishli.” 

The city of Qamishli, close to the 
northern Syrian-Iraqi border, has 
recently seen increased fighting as the 
violence in Syria continues. Shadan 
Tahir, UNICEF’s child protection 
officer in northern Iraq, says children 
are increasingly showing signs of 
stress and trauma compared with 

before. “At the Child Friendly Space, 
we see children drawing harrowing 
scenes of violence and bloodied 
bodies which they describe  as a 
‘massacre’,” she said.

For these children playing in this 
Child Friendly Space, the only one in 
the camp, helps them to cope with the 
instability and distress they are living 
through. The demand is so high and 
the space so small that the volunteers 
and social workers operate a three-
shift schedule to accommodate 500 
children every day. 

With funding from the United 
Kingdom and support from the 
Dohuk Department of Social Affairs, 
UNICEF is able to provide children not 

only with a safe play space but also 
with a Child Protection Unit  where 
children and parents can receive 
psychological support, medical care 
and legal advice on issues ranging 
from children’s special needs to 
abuse and exploitation.

As the general camp population 
grows - there are currently around 
40,000 people in Domiz now - so 
does the number of children with 
special needs. 

The protection unit receives four 
to five children with disabilities 
every day for advice and 
assistance in getting the special 
care they need. But adequate 
services are still missing.

Escaping war trauma, Syrian children 
reconnect with their childhood 

Zilan (10) recently arrived with her family at the Domiz refugee camp in Iraq fleeing violence in her home town of Qamishli, Syria.
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Children of Syria

NEW YORK/GENEVA/DUBLIN, 15 
April 2013 - Enough. Enough.

After more than two years of 
conflict and more than 70,000 
deaths, including thousands of 
children …After more than five 
million people have been forced to 
leave their homes, including over a 
million refugees living in severely 
stressed neighbouring countries …
After so many families torn apart 
and communities razed, schools 
and hospitals wrecked and water 
systems ruined …After all this, there 
still seems an insufficient sense of 
urgency among the governments 
and parties that could put a stop to 
the cruelty and carnage in Syria.

We, leaders of UN agencies charged 
with dealing with the human costs 
of this tragedy, appeal to political 
leaders involved to meet their 
responsibility to the people of Syria 
and to the future of the region. 

We ask that they use their collective 
influence to insist on a political 
solution to this horrendous crisis 
before hundreds of thousands more 

people lose their homes and lives 
and futures—in a region that is 
already at the tipping point.

Our agencies and humanitarian 
partners have been doing all we 
can. With the support of many 
governments and people, we have 
helped shelter more than a million 
refugees. We have helped provide 

access to food and other basic 
necessities for millions displaced by 
the conflict, to water and sanitation 
to over 5.5 million affected people in 
Syria and in neighbouring countries, 
and to basic health services for 
millions of Syrians, including 
vaccinations to over 1.5 million 
children against measles and polio.  

But it has not nearly been enough. 
The needs are growing while our 
capacity to do more is diminishing, 
due to security and other practical 
limitations within Syria as well 
as funding constraints. We are 
precariously close, perhaps within 
weeks, to suspending some 
humanitarian support. 

Our appeal today is not for more 
resources, needed as they are. 
We are appealing for something 
more important than funds. To 
all involved in this brutal conflict 
and to all governments that can 
influence them:

In the name of all those who have so 
suffered, and the many more whose 
futures hang in the balance: Enough! 
Summon and use your influence, 
now, to save the Syrian people and 
save the region from disaster.

OCHA Emergency Relief Coordinator 
Valerie Amos, World Food Programme 
Executive Director Ertharin Cousin, 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
António Guterres,UNICEF Executive 
Director Anthony Lake and World 
Health Organization Director-General 
Margaret Chan.

“We still don’t have outdoor 
playgrounds because of funding 
shortfalls. At times of increased 
vulnerability it becomes even more 
important that the childhood of these 
children is protected,” says Ms. Tahir.

In December 2011, UNICEF 

appealed for $ 20 million to provide 
life-saving assistance to Syrians 
who took refuge in Iraq. So far, 
UNICEF received only 33 per cent 
of the funding. 

If UNICEF’s funding needs are not 
met, this only child friendly space 

and other services vital for the Syrian 
children will have to be stopped. 

To find out more on our work 
in the Domiz refugee camp 
read the UNICEF  Iraq blog: 
unicefiraq.blogspot.com 

Children are among the major victims of the two-year crisis in Syria.
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“Enough! Summon 
and use your 

influence, now, to 
save the Syrian 
people and save 
the region from 

disaster.”

For the people of Syria: Appeal by 
heads of UN humanitarian agencies 

Continued from previous page
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Children of Syria

By Alma Hassoun

HOMS, Syrian Arab Republic, 
8 April 2013 – During my recent 
mission to Homs, I met medics 
working with the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent (SARC) and volunteers 
with local NGOs. Risking their lives 
to help people, these volunteers 
play a major role in delivering 
desperately needed assistance – 
some of it provided by UNICEF. 

In one of the shelters, I met Yassin* 
(23) who has been volunteering with 
SARC since 2010. “I was supposed 
to be in  Europe, continuing my 
studies, but here I am!” he said. “I 
have not graduated yet. I manage to 
study at night with other volunteers 
living in the same shelter.”

All of the SARC volunteers I met 
were under 25 years old. Some have 
volunteered for years, while others 
joined the humanitarian field when the 
crisis erupted. They spoke of witnessing 
death, people injured and suffering.

“My life has changed when I helped, 
for the first time, to save the life of 
an injured person,” said a SARC 
medic (24). Another medic told me 
he had cried deeply when he saw an 
injured person for the first time in his 
life. Months later, he, himself, was 
injured while on duty. After receiving 
physiotherapy, he can now move his 
arm, but not yet his right fingers. “My 
two siblings started volunteering 
with SARC after this incident,” he 
said, proudly.

As I spoke with different volunteers 
about their experiences, I was 
deeply impressed by how they 
manage to transcend their personal 
suffering and loss to support the 
massive number of people in need 
in their city. Many said there is no 
room in their lives to even consider 
planning for the future. 

At a school I visited in a quieter 
part of the city, a shelter was 
created for displaced families 
whose children are provided with 

remedial classes by a local NGO 
with support from UNICEF. 

One of the volunteers, a mother of 
four who had never worked before, 
is now volunteering with this project. 
“No one feels good these days,” 
she said. “Helping people gives me 
peace of mind.” 

*Names have been changed.

SANLIURFA, Turkey, 12 April 
2013 - UNICEF, in cooperation 
with partners from the Government 
of Turkey, opened the first school 
for Syrian refugee children in 
the Süleyman Şah tent city of 
Akçakale. With 16 classrooms, 
the school provides education to 
a total of 1,280 Syrian children in 
two shifts. Through a donation from 
Belgium, UNICEF provided desks, 
blackboards and cabinets.

The influx of Syrian refugees into 
Turkey started in March 2011 
and has, since then, increased 
continuously to 313,679 people 
to date. In the refugee camps that 
became the living space for these 
Syrian families, education is among 
the most sensitive topics.

“It is a great fortune that Syrian 
children can still receive education 
during their time here,” said Ayman 
A. Abulaban, UNICEF Turkey 
Representative. “Education is these 
children’s strongest link with the 
future and the most efficient means 
to cope with what they’ve witnessed 
in Syria. UNICEF stands ready to 
provide support to the Government 
of Turkey  and  the Department of 
Intervention in this area,” he added.

Risking safety for humanitarian service 

First school opens in Turkey camp  Refugees by 
numbers*

Jordan  444,268

Lebanon  433,467  

Turkey 313,679

Iraq   135,842

Egypt   50,498

North Africa 10,052

Total   1,387,806

(UNICEF estimates that 50% of these 

refugees are children.)

*UNHCR registered refugees and individuals awaiting 

registration as of 24 April 2013

Children make their way to remedial classes at 
one of the shelters for displaced persons in Homs, 
Syrian Arab Republic. There has been a recent influx 
of displaced persons requiring shelter in Homs.

The first of 6 prefabricated schools ceremonially 
opened in the Turkish tent city of Akçakale.

©
 U

N
IC

E
F 

S
yr

ia
/2

01
3/

H
as

so
un

©
 U

N
IC

E
F 

Tu
rk

ey
/2

01
3/

G
ul

er



For more information:
Lisa Marie Ullrich,
UNICEF Middle East and North Africa 

lullrich@unicef.org 
menaro@unicef.org
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Syria

UNICEF and partners delivered 
life-saving humanitarian assistance 
to women and children in the cities 
of Aleppo and Talbiseh. Four trucks 
were brought to Aleppo filled with 
89 medical kits, 2,000 family 
hygiene kits and two resuscitation 
kits along with 1,000 towels, 48 
boxes of soap, summer clothing 
and school supplies. In a separate 
mission, nine trucks filled with 
emergency medical supplies, food, 
1,000 family hygiene and 500 baby 
kits, along with some 160 school-
in-a-box supplies and 900 bottles 
of shampoo arrived in Talbiseh 
near the city of Homs.

Lebanon

In the second phase of its vaccination 
campaign, UNICEF provided more 
than 72,000 children with vaccination 
against measles, 73,000 children 
received vitamin A supplementation 
and more than 27,000 were 
vaccinated against polio.

Jordan

More than 31,000 Syrian children are 
now enrolled in UNICEF-supported 
Jordanian public schools in host 
communities across the country.

In the first three days of the mass 
vaccination campaign launched in 
Za’atari Camp, UNICEF together with 
UNHCR, WHO and Ministry of Health 
provided 18,659 children and adults with 
vaccination against measles.

Iraq

UNICEF, together with the 
Directorate of Health and Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) organized a 
mass vaccination campaign in Domiz 
Camp 1, providing a total of 19,303 
refugees with vaccination against 
measles and 17,663 with vaccination 
against meningitis.

Turkey

The first of the six UNICEF-supported 
schools was opened in Akcakale 
Camp. The school will accommodate 
1,280 children in two shifts.  

The recently opened tent site in 
Adana has already reached over 
9,000 people. Shortage of space in 
the camps continues to be a major 
challenge. 

Briefs

AMMAN, Jordan, 17 April 2013 
– Amid rising concerns over the 
risk of disease outbreaks, a mass 
vaccination campaign was launched 
at Za’atari refugee camp, where 
over 100,000 refugees currently live 
in overcrowded conditions. 
Jordan’s Ministry of Health, with 
support from UNICEF, the UN 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
and other partners are organizing 
the campaign. Five cases of 
measles were now identified in 
the Za’atari refugee camp. This 
campaign will reduce the likelihood 
of further cases.
By the end of the campaign, at 
least 90,000 Syrian refugees aged 
between six months and 30 years will 
be immunized, while 24,000 under 
five year-old children will receive 
polio drops. 22,000 of these children 
aged between six and 59 months will 

be given vitamin A, which contributes 
to reducing morbidity due to acute 
respiratory infections and diarrhea. 
“The response has been great: 
just on the first day, 6,000 persons 
were vaccinated against measles, 
1,900 against polio and more than 
1,800 received Vitamin A drops,” 
said Ms. Dominique Hyde, UNICEF 
Representative in Jordan. 
The immunization team is expected 
to vaccinate Jordanians and Syrian 
refugees in the three Northern 
Governorates of Mafraq, Irbid and 
Zarqa. Preparations are under way 
for a national campaign which will be 
launched after the discussions of the 
vaccination technical committee.
Andrew Harper, Acting 
Humanitarian Coordinator, added: 
“The health of refugees is of 
utmost importance to UNHCR and 
we are grateful for the collaborative 

efforts of the Ministry of Health, 
UNICEF and WHO with UNHCR’s 
Health team in ensuring access to 
measles vaccines for refugees.”

Mass measles and polio immunization campaign 
starts in Jordan 

This brave little boy just got a measles shot in 
Zaatari Camp. He is one of 90,000 Syrian refugees 
in the camp aged between 6 months and 30 years 
who are being immunized against measles.
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