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The new National Food Policy was finally adopted in August
2006  

“Access to food is a fundamental right.
About 40% of our population is poor. Of
this, 20% languish in abject poverty.
Under such socio-economic conditions,
we have taken steps to adopt an
appropriate food policy, run efficient
food management and establish a
reliable food security system.”

A.M.A. Muhith, Hon’ble Finance
Minister, budget speech, 11 June 2009

Context 

Bangladesh has made considerable progress in achieving food security,
for example by increasing the annual per capita availability of food
grains by 35% over the last 20 years. However, the population increase
and external shocks may hamper this achievement, as did the price hike
in 2008. At the end of 2008, it was estimated that 45% of the country's
population was still suffering from undernourishment, while nearly a
quarter was facing severe undernourishment (having access to less than
85% of the daily requirement). The project supports the government to
respond to these challenges and develop and implement a
comprehensive National Food Policy. 

Objectives 

To enhance Bangladesh’s capacity to implement a comprehensive,
equitable, gender-sensitive and pro-poor National Food Policy that
facilitates the attainment of the food security Millennium
Development Goal of reducing the proportion of the population
suffering from hunger by half between 1990 and 2015. 

Impact 

The new National Food Policy, adopted in August 2006, is now the
main reference for all actors involved in combating hunger in
Bangladesh.

A Plan of Action was developed in 2008, which translates the policy
into concrete actions, provides a set of priorities for the government
and all concerned development organisations.

Training on food security, economic analysis, nutrition, computer
applications and development of database for government officials.

Policy makers have access to better, up to date information as a
result of the research activities supported by the project.
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EU Partners  

Government of
Bangladesh

Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO)

Facts and Figures  

EU contribution 
€ 3.33 million (63%
of total)
Duration: 2005 - 2010
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"Our staff is now more confident and critical"

“Before the project in 2005, government officials were not fully aware of
the methods and techniques of how to collect data and analyse food
policy information. We did not have adequate capacity to respond to
timely policy analysis demands of the senior officials of the Ministry of
Food and Disaster Management. But the structured training and policy
analysis support received from the project has now changed the
situation.

"After the initial in-house training in 2006 and 2007 on food security,
economic analysis, nutrition situation and nutrition principles, computer
applications and development of database, officers have also been
receiving higher level training (Masters Programme) abroad.

"Half a dozen of our staff has received a Masters Degree from reputed
institutions in UK. Additionally, officials of 11 partner ministries have
received short- term overseas training on specific food security and
nutrition modules.

"Our staff is now more confident and critical in its thinking. We feel that
for the first time since its inception in 1981, the unit is now better able to
carry out food policy analysis and is producing need - based policy
outputs on a regular basis”.

Ruhul Amin, Director General of the Food Policy and Monitoring Unit.

Open food market in the Capital, Dhaka 
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