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Highlights 

 From January to December 2016, WFP Sudan 

planned to assist 4.6 million affected people, of 

which 3.9 million reside in Darfur. Thus far, WFP has 

reached 4 million people or 87 percent of the people 

in need. 

 In December, WFP Sudan assisted 1.2 million people 

with general food assistance, and 63,409 children 

under five and 21,136 pregnant and nursing women 

with nutrition assistance. 

 On 05 January, Sudan and South Sudan signed a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) extending the 

agreement on the delivery of international 

humanitarian assistance to South Sudan through 

Sudan for another six months. 
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In July 2015, WFP Sudan launched a two-year Protracted 
Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 200808, which 
initially targeted 5.2 million people. Following longstanding 
efforts to bring improved food security to vulnerable 

communities in Sudan facing complex emergencies, the 
PRRO supports a gradual shift from relief operations to 
recovery and resilience activities. In June 2016, WFP 
incorporated the increased food and nutrition needs as a 

result of the arrival of South Sudanese refugees, the 
impact of El Niño, and Jebel Marra conflict-related 

displacements through a budget revision, bringing the 
total number of people facing acute and chronic food and 
nutrition insecurity targeted to receive food assistance to 
6.1 million.  

The PRRO maintains a robust relief component (60 
percent) for new and protracted displaced populations 
facing food insecurity and malnutrition complemented by 
an early recovery portfolio (40 percent). For new and 
longstanding Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), WFP 

provides general food assistance and cash based transfers 
(CBTs), food assistance for assets (FFA) or food assistance 
for training (FFT) activities which help reduce gender 
disparities between men and women by promoting equal 
access to resources, divisions of labour, decision making 
power and access to information. WFP also provides 

moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) treatment and 

prevention programmes for malnourished children and 
pregnant and nursing women. WFP’s school feeding for 
school-age children in food insecure areas contributes to 
gender equality by acting as an incentive to send and keep 
girls enrolled in and attending school in states such as 
Kassala and Red Sea States where gender disparity ratios 
are the highest.  

Refugees are provided with general food assistance and 
nutrition assistance. Vulnerable residents receive 

assistance in the form of seasonal support, nutrition 
assistance, food and CBTs through their participation in 

 

FFA and FFT activities and school meals which includes 
take-home entitlements to support girls' continued 

education.  
WFP mainstreams gender into existing activities by 
targeting a higher proportion of women as food recipients 
and integrating women into community food management 

and voucher committees – as women are often exposed to 
the risk of violence in areas of conflict and displacement in 
Sudan and a large portion of households are led by women, 
burdened with added responsibilities during crises. 

Additional activities implemented through trust funds 
include the Safe Access to Fuel and Energy (SAFE) Initiative 
in Darfur, the Joint Resilience Programme with FAO and 
UNICEF in Kassala state and the micronutrient powder 
home fortification and stunting reduction pilot in Red Sea 
and North Darfur states. 

WFP’s programmatic framework for protracted displacement 

aims to promote self-reliance of IDPs through integrated 
and targeted assistance packages that address food 

insecurity and increase self-reliance. Central to this strategy 
is the establishment of a vulnerability-based targeting 
system – IDP Profiling – which allows for response options 
to be tailored to different levels of vulnerability.  

In line with WFP Strategic Objectives 1 and 2, Sustainable 
Development Goal 2 and the Zero Hunger Challenge, the 
PRRO supports implementation of the government’s 

humanitarian and development policies and priorities and 
the Humanitarian Response Plan. 

 

Provision of Humanitarian 

Air Services in Sudan  

 

SO 201043  
Jan 2017 - Dec 2017 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

21.4 m 
1.2 m  

(5.6%) 

 

The PRRO is complemented by the WFP-managed United 

Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), which provides 
air transport to over 100 humanitarian organisations flying 
to 40 destinations across Sudan. 

In Numbers 
4.6 m people in need of food assistance (2016) 

3.8 m people assisted (January - November 2016) 

263,245 South Sudanese refugees  
 

People Assisted 
December 2016 

 

45% 55% 

Credit: WFP/Ala Khier 
Caption: Student carries her school meal provided by 
WFP in Damazine, Blue Nile State after activity resumes 
following a five-year hiatus. 
 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Country Background & Strategy 

 

Operational Updates 

 On 05 January, Sudan and South Sudan signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) extending the 
agreement on the delivery of international humanitarian 
assistance to South Sudan through Sudan for another six 
months. The initial agreement was signed in July 2014, with 
the aim of opening a humanitarian corridor to deliver food 

assistance to vulnerable South Sudanese through the Nile 
River or by road. This cross-border operation has allowed 
WFP to deliver over 50,000 mt of food to people in need in 
South Sudan. 

2016 Year End Operational Review 

 By the end of 2016 the provision of unconditional food 
assistance (GFD) was 39 percent higher than planned. This 
is due to the higher than expected IDPs as a result of 
renewed conflict in Jebel Marra, North and Central Darfur as 
well as the new arrival of refugees from South Sudan.  

 Nutrition activities in 2016 were heavily affected by lack of 
availability in nutrition commodities. The emergency 
Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme to prevent 
acute malnutrition (BSFP) did not reach the planned 

number of people due to limited availability. The amount of 
feeding days had to be adjusted as the commodities were 

not available. Targeted supplementary feeding reached half 
of the targeted people also due to limited availability of the 
nutrition commodities. Food based prevention of Moderate 
Acute Malnutrition activities reached only a small 

percentage of the planned people in need, as the activities 
were redirected to focus more on the emergencies that 
occurred throughout the year. 

 Food assistance for assets activities achieved most of the 
planned outputs, particularly in Darfur states. According to 
outcome monitoring results, however, poor food 
consumption scores showed a negative trend for FFA 
beneficiaries, increasing from 09 percent in May 2015 to 25 
percent in April 2016. This can be attributed to production 

and climate related issues (El Nino). Beneficiary households 
however, perceived at the same time that their income had 
increased due to the assets created and training received 
through WFP, in part due to the high participation of 
beneficiaries in income generating activities. 

 School meals activities in 2016 were successful in 
promoting community participation through active Parent-
Teacher Associations (PTAs). However, other integration 
areas such as fostering links with local agricultural 

production, supporting community assets and school 
gardens could be improved. Outputs for take home 
entitlements were particularly successful, due to the 
increase in the number of girls enrolled in the relevant 
schools after the implementation of the entitlement. Focus 
group discussions with PTAs, key informants and partners 
indicated that the entitlement worked as an incentive for 

families to send their girls to school, and even spread 
interest towards girls’ education to other communities. 

Challenges 
 During the first eleven months of 2016, approximately 

88,775 people were newly displaced across Darfur, 

according to the UN and partners. Up to an additional 

97,481 people were also reportedly displaced (in addition to 

about 59,000 who have reportedly returned) but the UN 

and partners have been unable to verify these figures due 

to a lack of access to the relevant locations. The vast 

majority of the displacement in 2016 has been triggered by 

the conflict in the Jebel Marra area that ignited in January 

2016. As of December 2016, WFP has provided 259,474 

newly displaced individuals with 9,666 mt of emergency 

food assistance, including 31,764 IDPs who received 72 mt 

of nutrition assistance.  

 

 

 

 

Donors 

Canada, CERF, DEVCO, UK DFID, ECHO, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Switzerland and USAID 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact info: Fadumo Tahlil (fadumo.tahlil@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Matthew Hollingworth 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/sudan 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 38 percent 

of children between 6-59 

months 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

167 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 
income 

Population: 39.6 million 
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WFP aims to reduce hunger and malnutrition as well 

as enhance communities’ resilience to shocks across 

Sudan. To address protracted and emerging 

humanitarian needs and short-term hunger, WFP will 

reinforce its emergency response capacities while 

staying focused on its longer-term vision to 

incrementally reduce food aid dependency.  

Sudan is classified as a least-developed and lower 

middle income food-deficit country, with 15 million 

poor people and more than four million facing crisis 

levels of food insecurity. Sudan's global acute 

malnutrition rate is 16.3 percent, according to the 

2013 national nutrition survey, and chronic 

malnutrition rates among children remain a public 

health issue. The Gender Inequality Index (2014) - 

reflecting gender-based inequalities in reproductive 

health, empowerment, and economic activity – ranks 

Sudan 135 out of 155 countries.   

Since the 2011 South Sudan secession, Sudan has 

been unable to fully recover after losing substantial oil 

output and fiscal revenue. At present, Sudan’s gross 

domestic product growth rate stands at 3.1 percent 

according to the World Bank. The country witnessed 

renewed fighting between Sudanese Armed Forces and 

opposition forces – through summer campaigns since 

2014 – in Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, 

as well as an escalation in inter-tribal fighting and 

crime, marring security and humanitarian conditions.  

WFP has been present in Sudan since 1963. 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/sudan

