
Start members and their partners should consider acting on developing risks through the Start Fund 
Crisis Anticipation Window. Click HERE for more information on the Start Fund Crisis Anticipation 
Window. Click HERE for an anticipation alert note template.
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The risk relevance rating considers the 
relevance of the risk to the Start Fund 
Crisis Anticipation Window. Risks are 
categorised with FOREWARN input. 
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DROUGHT 

PHILIPPINES

INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

 

ESCALATING VIOLENCE

NIGER

INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY HIGH

Weak El Niño is present in the tropical Pacific and is likely to continue until 

June 2019 resulting in varying impacts (i.e. warmer than average surface 

temperatures and a prolonged dry season). Dry conditions, dry spells and 

drought are likely over most areas in Mindanao between March-May 2019. Start 

members in-country are currently discussing a possible anticipation alert and 

are sharing risk information with the Red Cross. 

An upsurge in threats from armed groups operating between the borders 

of Mali and Niger has triggered population movements in the region of 

Tillabéri. This April, World Vision has collaborated with Mercy Corps and Plan 

International to conduct an inter-agency Good Enough Context Analysis for 

Rapid Response (GECARR) in the Tillabéri region of Niger. This is in response 

to increased tensions in the region and the need for an updated snapshot of 

the current situation, likely future scenarios and practical recommendations 

for Start members as they implement programming in the area. On 5 April, 

Start Funds were released to address displacement due to conflict in the Diffa 

region of Niger. Oxfam is currently implementing the project. 

Department of National Defense

Risk Focal Point: Ana Marie Dizon

 
UNHCR

MSF

ACAPS

Risk Focal Point: Sarah 
Pickwick

The INFORM risk index identifies countries at risk from
 humanitarian crises and disasters that could overwhelm 
national response capacity. It is made up of three dimensions
 – hazards and exposure, vulnerability and lack of coping 
capacity. 

https://start-network.box.com/s/7mbn2z5pv6sisx54psnjh0byamhzgca8
https://start-network.box.com/s/v13tbektzhvnq2c6z093152bnt4dinmk
http://GECARR
https://start-network.box.com/s/2cecsu0i32olem2qeubzpypexr40sa63
mailto:ADizon%40christian-aid.org?subject=amadou.diallo%40startnetworksenegal.org
http://AKraudie@christian-aid.org
http://UNHCR
https://www.msf.org/niger-over-8000-people-displaced-armed-group-mali-border
https://www.acaps.org/country/niger
mailto:sarah.pickwick%40worldvision.org.uk?subject=
mailto:sarah.pickwick%40worldvision.org.uk?subject=
http://www.inform-index.org/
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HIGH RELEVANCE 

 Risk  & Country/Region Risk Information Source/Key contact

WATERBORNE
DISEASES

MALAWI, MOZAMBIQUE

ZIMBABWE

Tropical Cyclone Idai made landfall mid-March in central Mozambique and af-

fected nearly 3 million people, caused at least 743 deaths and displaced some 

230,000 people in Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. Health needs are 

increasing with the first confirmed cholera cases, reports of diarrhoea and risk 

of other waterborne diseases exacerbated by damage to sanitation facilities 

and prevalence of unsafe water.

European Cenre for Disease 
Prevention and Control 

Concern 

 

 

MEDIUM RELEVANCE 

Risk  & Country/Region Risk Information Source/Key contact

IF YOU HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE START FUND TEAM: startfund@startnetwork.org 
 

In recent months, the frequency of attacks has increased in northern 

Mozambique. Attacks have affected 30,000 people with at least 1,000 houses 

burnt down. Continued violent incidents and the destruction of homes is 

likely to drive displacement, increase protection risks and disrupt markets and 

livelihoods activities. Around 70,000 people are severely food insecure with 

high levels of chronic and acute malnutrition in the five affected districts. The 

government has increased its military presence. Restriction of media presence 

and the arrest of journalists are raising further protection concerns.

International Crisis Group 

Human Rights Watch (events 
of 2018) 

INCREASING VIOLENCE

NORTHERN MOZAMBIQUE

INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

POLITICAL INSTABILITY

SUDAN

INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY HIGH

Sporadic protests escalated throughout 2018, and took on an overtly anti-

President political dimension after up to 40 people were killed in clashes with 

security forces. On April 11, a military takeover ended Omar al-Bashir’s 30-year 

authoritarian rule. Fears of further instability, violence and military repression 

continue to grow in this country with already five ongoing civil conflicts. 

International Crisis Group 

Aljazeera 

https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/rapid-risk-assessment-cyclone-idai-risk-communicable-diseases-southern-africa
https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/rapid-risk-assessment-cyclone-idai-risk-communicable-diseases-southern-africa
https://www.concern.org.uk/news-blog/cyclone-idai-fast-action-needed-combat-spread-water-borne-diseases
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/mozambique#1edb10
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/march-2019#sudan
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/sudan-190410135717502.html
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LOW RELEVANCE 

Risk  & Country/Region Risk Information Source/Key contact

HEATWAVE
PAKISTAN 

INFORM RISK INDEX:  HIGH
 
 
 

FLOODING
ETHIOPIA 

INFORM RISK INDEX: VERY HIGH

FOOD INSECURITY

BURUNDI

INFORM RISK INDEX: HIGH

According to the Chief Meteorologist of the Pakistan Meteorological 

Department Abdul Rashid, 2019 will be the hottest year since 2015. Seasonal 

forecasts may give Start Members a tentative indication of increased or 

decreased likelihood of extreme heat over the coming months. Extreme heat 

can be forecast 7-10 days before a heatwave event, which gives time to raise 

an anticipatory alert. Start members are encouraged to actively monitor the 

situation. In the past, Start members have raised heatwave anticipation alerts 

in Pakistan in April and May. 

NOAA forecasts an increased chance for above-average rainfall over Ethiopia 

and northern Somalia between 17-23 April. NOAA has identified an area of 

anomalous cyclonic circulation over the Red Sea, with its associated lower-

level convergence and upper-level divergence is expected to enhance rainfall 

in the region. In the past, Start members have raised flooding alerts for 

Ethiopia in May in 2016 and 2018. 

 

Extreme rainfall deficit since October 2018 has led to major crop failure in 

the communes of Busoni, Bugabira and Kirundo. The situation is expected 

to further deteriorate during the lean season in April - May. Markets are 

reported to have very few commodities at double or triple price. The second 

agricultural season (B) for which seeding should have taken place in early 

March, is being compromised due to seed shortages.

Tribune 

SAMAA

Anticipating heatwaves in Pakistan- 
Start Fund guidance note 

NOAA

WFP

FEWSNET

https://startnetwork.org/start-fund/alerts/157-pakistan-anticipation-heatwave
https://startnetwork.org/start-fund/alerts/237-pakistan-anticipation-heatwave
https://startnetwork.org/start-fund/alerts/086-ethiopia-flooding
https://startnetwork.org/start-fund/alerts/231-ethiopia-flooding
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1936039/1-2019-will-hottest-year-since-2015__trashed/
http://SAMAA
https://start-network.box.com/s/ozw21gssjmqfml0vqlpbsx9diptby40k
https://start-network.box.com/s/ozw21gssjmqfml0vqlpbsx9diptby40k
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/africa/expert/week2.jpg
https://reliefweb.int/report/mauritius/mauritius-tropical-cyclones-funani-and-gelena-gdacs-jtwc-mms-m-t-o-france-la-r-0
mailto:https://start-network.box.com/s/s2idw0upn5afj4kfaox61rwf6ug92cbo?subject=
https://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/wfp-burundi-country-brief-february-2019
http://fews.net/east-africa/burundi


Key Political Dates: April- June 2019

This ‘Key Dates’ section produces tangible events that members of the Start Network can use to  
inform specific, anticipatory, and preventive actions. Dates are compiled by drawing upon both global  
risk indexes and national-level risk information sources.

 

   

TIMELINE

28

8

13

APRIL 20 AFGHANISTAN TALIBAN PEACE DEAL
The hope that a meaningful deal will be reached between parties and put an end 
to decades of instability is diminishing. President Ghani has been accused of 
counterproductive tactics to peace such as air raids.
Aljazeera & Reuters

APRIL 28  BENIN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
The recent decision of the government to bar opposition parties for the reported refusal 
to attend a legislative meeting, spurred massive protests- showing voters will not be 
satisfied with anything but a fair and inclusive vote. In addition to pressure within, 
the country faces terrorism and militant group threats from the region as political and 
ethnic violence continues to rise in neighboring countries.  
BBC & Garda World

MAY 8 SOUTH AFRICA PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
A year after the leadership of Jacob Zuma ended, the country prepares for a 
parliamentary vote. The vote could see a reduction in the ANC’s seats due to the large 
field of political parties running and the rise of new groups like the Economic Freedom 
Fighters, that are capable of polarizing communities along political lines.  
Africa News & Bloomberg

MAY 13  PHILIPPINES LEGISLATIVE ELECTION
The possibility of more legislative seats won by President Duterte’s party could have 
damaging effects on the country’s human rights situation. The authoritarian response 
to challenges to his party’s rule increases instability around the election and the fairness 
of the democratic process. 
Reuters & Aljazeera

MAY 21 MALAWI GENERAL ELECTION
The vote is expected to result in a re-election of President Mutharika despite 
allegations of corruption and the diverse field of over 1000 candidates. Recent attacks 
against women in the political sphere and albinos caused the government to call for a 
crackdown on pre-vote violence. 
Reuters & Malawi 24

JUNE  MALI LEGISLATIVE ELECTION
The deteriorating humanitarian situation in Mali and the lengthy postponements 
of this election, make the possibility of a fair, credible, and accessible vote extremely 
difficult, especially amid the devastating recent attacks on civilians and security 
personnel. 
GARDA World & News 24
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o	https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/02/taliban-official-afghan-peace-deal-air-raids-continue-190227105310760.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-us-afghanistan-taliban/u-s-envoy-hopes-for-peace-deal-with-taliban-in-2019-media-idUSKCN1NN0CL
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-46941711
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/165701/mali-legislative-elections-postponed-to-june-2019-update-16
https://www.africanews.com/2019/03/21/here-s-south-africa-s-election-in-numbers/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-02/malema-s-eff-eyes-king-maker-role-in-south-africa-may-election
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-02/malema-s-eff-eyes-king-maker-role-in-south-africa-may-election
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-02/malema-s-eff-eyes-king-maker-role-in-south-africa-may-election
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-02/malema-s-eff-eyes-king-maker-role-in-south-africa-may-election
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-02/malema-s-eff-eyes-king-maker-role-in-south-africa-may-election
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-algeria-election/algerias-president-bouteflika-to-seek-fifth-term-state-news-agency-idUSKCN1PZ0FL
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/01/algeria-islamists-abderrazak-makri-candidate-president-190126103510590.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malawi-politics/malawi-president-directs-police-to-crack-down-on-pre-vote-violence-idUSKCN1PH2SR
https://malawi24.com/2019/02/17/udf-runningmate-mwenifumbo-drums-up-support-for-atupele/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/165701/mali-legislative-elections-postponed-to-june-2019-update-16
https://www.news24.com/Africa/News/malis-top-court-postpones-elections-to-2019-20181016

