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Background 
 
While Sudan officially entered into a post-war era on January 9, 2005, 
explosive remnants of war (ERW) continue to maim, kill, obstruct the 
delivery of humanitarian aid, and impede development and 
reconstruction. The reported number of landmine/ERW casualties in 
Southern Sudan totals 4,290; however the actual figure is likely to be 
much higher. The socio-economic cost of landmines in terms of 
inhibition of agricultural production, food security, economic activities, 
and freedom of movement is incalculable. 
 
Approximately 65% of landmine/ERW contamination in the country can 
be found in Southern Sudan with Central Equatoria, Eastern Equatoria 
and Jonglei being the most affected areas.  Although over 80% of known 
hazards have been released to local communities, it will most likely 
take several more years to fully address this threat.   
 

How we work 
UNMAO works to ensure an effective and coordinated UN response to 
landmines and ERW through collaboration with UN agencies, NGOs and 
its national government counterpart, the Southern Sudan Demining 
Authority (SSDA).  Mine action activities in Southern Sudan are 
coordinated by the Juba-based Southern Regional Mine Action Office, 
and supported by Sub Offices in Juba, Malakal, Yei and Wau. 
Implementing partners include 4 commercial contractors, 3 
international NGOs, 3 military demining platoons, several local NGOs, 
the Southern Sudan Demining Authority and the Ministry of Child, 
Gender and Social Welfare.  
 

Key Activities 
 
Survey, marking and targeted clearance 
Over 30.7 sqkm of land have been cleared of ERW, including areas 
which have since be used to construct schools on the Juba-Yei road, 
health clinics, agricultural projects in Wau, a rice plantation in Aweil, way 
stations and an educational centre for the blind in Rejaf. Major 
achievements include: 

• 5,098 out of 5913 known hazards closed 
• 4,178  Anti-tank mines destroyed 
• 25,007 Anti-personnel mines destroyed 
• 811,892 Unexploded Ordnance destroyed 
• 1,637,166 small arms ammunitions destroyed 
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conducting manual clearance at Mile 38 
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Opening of primary and secondary routes 
UNMAO and its partners work to enhance freedom of 
movement; facilitate the safe return of refugees and IDPs; 
aide the efficient and effective distribution of emergency 
relief; and enable UNMIS to monitor implementation of the 
CPA through survey and clearance activities.  To date: 

Over 21,505 km of roads have been opened 
 
Mine Risk Education (MRE) 
Mine risk education targets at-risk populations such as 
IDPs and refugees.  UNMAO is also working with the 
Ministry of Education to incorporate MRE into the school 
curriculum, a measure which will greatly increase the 
numbers of children who receive these messages. 

To date MRE has been provided to over 1.3 million people. 
 
Victim Assistance (VA) 
Landmine/ERW victim needs assesments reveal the 
numbers of people in need and the actual needs of mine 
and ERW victims (e.g, job training and psychosocial 
support).  From this information, UNMAO evaluates an 
appropriate response to the difficulties faced by victims in 
the South, ranging from physical rehabilitation to laws and 
policies and economic reintegration.  Socio-economic 
reintegration projects in Southern Sudan enhance living 
standards of mine and ERW survivors and their families.   
 
To date, over 2,600 landmine survivors and persons with 
disabilities have received victim assistance interventions, 
approximately 1,200 of which were supported with 
assistive devices (including prostheses, crutches, 
wheelchairs and tricycles and white canes). 
 
Stockpile Destruction 
In accordance with Article 4 of the Mine Ban Treaty, the 
destruction of the final batch of 6,078 stockpiled anti-personnel (AP) mines 
took place in Juba on 31 March 2008, thus completing the destruction of 
known and declared stockpiles of AP mines in the Sudan. 
 
Capacity Building  
Creating an indigenous and sustainable mine action capacity in Southern Sudan is one of the top priorities 
in the Mine Action Sector.  The transition planning process formally began in 2008 with the drafting of a 
Transition Plan.  A Transition Team comprised of one Technical Advisor from UNMAO, one from UNDP and 
two from Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) are managing this process in close coordination with the SSDA. 

 
Challenges 
Mine Action activities are restricted by the weather, with most demining operations suspended between the 
wet months of July, August and September. Insecurity related to the LRA and intertribal conflict, and related 
difficulties in obtaining force protection have also hampered demining activities.   

From Soap Making to Business 
 
Before her accident, Beatrice worked in small scale 
agriculture, digging, planting and weeding to earn 
money for her family. In 1997, Beatrice stepped on a 
landmine and lost one of her legs. At the time her girls 
were just 3 years old and 1 year old. After her accident, 
Beatrice was unable to do any of the agriculture work 
that used to earn her money and she started roasting 
groundnuts and selling them at the roadside. However, 
she said this did not make her enough money to feed 
her family. 
 
Last year, Beatrice attended the soap making training 
held by Christian Women Empowerment Program 
(CWEP) and funded by UNMAO. After the training, 
Beatrice returned home and taught her sister how to 
make the soap also. Now they make the soap together 
at home and sell it in Yei market. Beatrice says that 
she is so grateful for the training which taught her a 
new skill but she is more grateful for the capital, which 
helped her to start her business. She says the 
knowledge of making soap is good but without the 
capital she could do nothing with the knowledge. Being 
given the capital helped her to start making soap 
herself and selling it the market. 
 
Beatrice is now 32 years old and her daughters are 15 
years old and 13 years old and she says that making 
soap has made a huge difference to the life of her and 
her family. She told us that the profit she made at the 
end of last year from making the soap was enough for 
her to buy the second hand sewing machine shown 
above. Now she has expanded her business to include 
tailoring too. She said “if it was not for the soap 
making training, I would not have the business I have 
now”. 


