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Dry conditions from past two seasons affecting water and pasture conditions 
 
KEY MESSAGES 
 
• The dry conditions of the last two seasons have 

resulted in a poor water situation and poor pasture 
conditions in parts of the region including Botswana, 
Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe. Normal to above-
normal rainfall will be required this season to offset 
these water deficits. 

 
• Short term forecasts from the United States National 

Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) suggest 
the possibility of moderate rainfall in parts of northern 
Mozambique and eastern South Africa for the first two 
weeks of November. 

 
SEASONAL PROGRESS  
 
• On average, the season starts in November in most 

parts of the region (Figure 1). As such, the start of rains 
has not yet occurred in most parts of the region.  
 

• In those areas where the season usually starts as early 
as September (parts of eastern South Africa, much of 
DRC, and parts of northern Angola), rains have been 
below average, particularly in the eastern parts of 
South Africa (Figure 2).  

 
• Most parts of the region are experiencing below 

average vegetation conditions (Figure 3). As such, 
pastures are likely to be in poor condition, particularly 
in areas where low rains were received during the 
2011/2012 and the 2012/2013 seasons. Poor rains have 
affected several parts of the region in the last two 
seasons, especially the southern half of the region.  

 
• The below average rainfall in southern parts of the 

region over the last two seasons have also resulted in 
poor hydrological conditions in several countries, 
including south-east Botswana, north-western South 
Africa, and southern Zimbabwe.  

 
• In Botswana, water restrictions and water rationing 

have been implemented due to the low water levels in reservoirs.  
 

Figure 1. Normal start of season (SOS) in southern Africa. 
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Figure 2.  Rainfall from September 1-30, 2013 expressed 
as an anomaly of the 2001-2010 average. 
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• In South Africa’s North West Province, an official declaration 
of drought was made in September 2013, thereby enabling 
emergency relief to be provided.  
 

• In Zimbabwe, reports indicate that many reservoirs in the 
southern parts of the country are at very low levels.  

 
• Northern Namibia, southern Angola and Zambia also 

experienced droughts during the 2012/2013 season, 
resulting in negative outcomes including crop failure and 
cattle deaths. Normal to above-normal rainfall is required 
this season in these areas to offset the prevailing drought 
conditions. 

 
SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM FORECASTS 
 
• According to short term forecasts from the United States 

National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP), there 
is a possibility of moderate rainfall in parts of northern 
Mozambique and eastern South Africa for the first two 
weeks of November 2013. This suggests an improvement of 
the rainfall situation in eastern South Africa, which received 
low rains at the start of the season. In addition, moderate 
rainfall in northern Mozambique in early November may 
signify pre-season rains, as the season there normally starts 
in late November to December. 
 

• The Southern Africa Regional Climate Outlook Forum 
(SARCOF) 2013/ 14 forecast was issued by the SADC Climate 
Services Center in August. The forecast suggests most areas 
having enhanced chances of above-normal to normal 
rainfall. Should above-normal rains materialize, this will 
provide much-needed relief to areas in Angola, Botswana, 
Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe, which all experienced 
droughts or extensive dry spells in the last one to two 
seasons (Figure 4).  
 

More information on remote sensing can be found at:  
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/cpc_intl/ and  
http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/?l=en 

   
 
SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 
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Figure 3. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index 
anomaly, September 21-30, 2013. 
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Figure 4. Jan-Mar 2014 Rainfall Forecast, overlaid by 
areas which experienced below normal rains in the last 
two seasons. 
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