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Southern Africa • Floods and Cyclones 
Situation Update# 2 
01 March 2012  

 
This bulletin was issued by the Regional Office for Southern Africa (ROSA). It covers the period of 02 to 29 
February 2012.  The timing of the next report will depend on changes in flood conditions.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Tropical Cyclone Irina is expected to make landfall on southern Mozambique in the next few days.  
• Irina crossed northern Madagascar on 26 February, but did not cause major damage.  
• The bulk of the region is expected to receive normal to below normal rainfall over the remainder of the 

season.  
• In the Cuvelai floodplains of northern Namibia, a new flood wave is expected to reach the Oshakati 

area in the next week. Responders should monitor the situation and be ready to respond. 
• Localized floods continue to be reported across the region.  

 
II. Regional Rainfall Situation Overview 

 
The current rainfall season has seen a number of tropical 
cyclones impacting the region. In mid-January, tropical 
storm Dando affected southern Mozambique and north-
eastern South Africa. A few days later tropical cyclone 
Funso formed in the Mozambique Channel, and while it 
did not make landfall, it did bring heavy rains to north and 
central Mozambique, as well as to southern Malawi. 
Tropical cyclone Giovanna hit Madagascar in mid-
February, but did not have as extensive an impact as 
was initially feared, although significant damage to 
houses and infrastructure were recorded in affected 
districts. The latest tropical storm to form is Irina, which 
crossed northern Madagascar on 26 February as a 
tropical depression, but did not cause major damage. 
Irina is currently in the Mozambique Channel, and still 
bringing heavy rainfall to western Madagascar. Currently 
a tropical storm, Irina is projected to hit southern 
Mozambique as a category 1 tropical cyclone in the next 
few days, with wind speeds of between 119km/h and 

153km/h. It can be expected to have a significant impact on Mozambique, and possibly also affect north-east 
South Africa and Swaziland.   
 
As for the rest of the region, only localized flooding has 
been reported to date. However, most flooding in 
southern Africa occur between March and April, when 
months of rain finally culminate in the flooding of major 
rivers, particularly the Zambezi. Of particular concern at 
the moment is the Cuvelai oshanas (floodplains) of 
northern Namibia, where a new flood wave is expected 
to reach the Oshakati area in the next week. 
Responders should monitor this situation closely and be 
ready to respond.  

Rainfall has largely been below-normal over most of the 
region since the beginning of the season. The 
diminished rainfall performance has resulted in moisture 
deficits in many areas, although localized heavy rains 
were recorded over some parts of the region. This 
situation is expected to continue, as according to the 
latest seasonal regional rainfall forecast, issued by the 
SADC Climate Service Centre, the bulk of continental 
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southern Africa is expected to receive normal to below normal rainfall between February and April. This may 
have an impact on regional food security in the coming months.  
 

For the coming week, most of the region is 
expected to receive rainfall, particularly 
Madagascar, southern Mozambique, north-
eastern South Africa and Swaziland, due in 
large part to tropical cyclone Irina. Northern 
Zambia, Malawi, northern Namibia and parts 
of Angola, including the Cuvelai and upper 
Zambezi basins, are also expected to receive 
moderate to heavy rains. The forecasted 
rainfall over the Cuvelai basin is a cause for 
concern, as it may exacerbate flood 
conditions. For the following week, most of 
the region will continue to receive rainfall, 
although not as heavy, except for Zambia 
and central Angola, which is forecasted to 
receive moderate to heavy rainfall. 

 
III. Malawi 

 
Nsanje district in southern Malawi experienced severe floods between 7 and 22 January. The floods were 
caused by the swelling of Ruo and Shire rivers due to heavy rains. The first flooding incident occurred on 7 
January 2012 and rendered 1,359 households (6,795 people) homeless, whilst the second flooding incident 
occurred between 18 and 22 January and affected 6,159 people, many of whom were the same people 
affected by the previous floods. A number of interventions have been undertaken by Government, with 
support from partners, to provide for the immediate needs of the affected. Seven camps were established in 
Nsanje district to accommodate those displaced, and food and relief items were distributed. The flood 
situation is normalizing, and water levels in most of the inundated areas have subsided. Some people are 
still living in the camps, while others have returned to their homes, but are still being provided with relief aid. 
The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) has supported the response, and to date no request for additional 
international assistance have been received. 
 
Recent storms have also affected an estimated 4,118 and 3,898 households in Thyolo and Blantyre 
respectively (20,590 people and 19490 people respectively). An assessment team from the Department of 
Disaster Management Affairs (DODMA) has been deployed to the affected areas to verify the information. 
Localized flooding has also occurred in the capital Lilongwe due to the flooding of the Mchesi River. An joint 
assessment by Government and the Humanitarian Country Team was conducted on 21 February, which 
found that 276 people (53 households) had been evacuated to two temporary shelter sites in the capital. 
DODMA, the Malawi Red Cross Society and the Lilongwe City Assembly have assisted the displaced 
populations with food and relief items. The joint assessment team concluded that most of those affected had 
poorly constructed houses built too close to the river and in areas that were not suitable for construction.  
  

IV. Madagascar 
 
Irina crossed northern Madagascar on 26 February as a tropical depression. Preliminary information 
indicates that one person died and 20 houses were flooded. 
  
According to the latest information on the impact of tropical cyclone Giovanna, which hit Madagascar two 
weeks ago, 28 people died and 118 people were injured. As estimated 3,000 people are still displaced in 
temporary shelters in the eastern districts of Brickaville and Vatomandry; in the north-central district of 
Mampikony; and in the capital, Antananarivo. Around 978 school classrooms were also damaged.  
 
The Government and the Humanitarian Country Team are responding to needs of those affected. Joint multi-
sectoral assessment teams are focusing on the districts of Moramanga, Anosibe an’Ala and Toamasina II 
(rural), in the priority sectors of shelter, education, health and food security. The National Disaster Risk 
Management Office (BNGRC) has announced that an international appeal will not be issued by the Malagasy 
Government, but that in-country support from partners and bilateral donors will be requested. The latest 
Madagascar Situation Report can be found on the OCHA ROSA website - ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  
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V. Mozambique 

Mozambique is expected to be significantly affected by tropical cyclone Irina, the third tropical storm to 
impact the country this season. Irina, currently a tropical storm, is moving across the Mozambique Channel 
and is projected to hit southern Mozambique in the next few days as a category 1 tropical cyclone and move 
across southern Mozambique towards north-eastern South Africa and Swaziland. Mozambican authorities 
are tracking the approaching storm and will be taking the required preparedness measures once its trajectory 
becomes more certain.  

Regarding the response to the previous two tropical storms, an estimated US$17 million is required to 
provide humanitarian assistance to 33,485 households (119,471 people) affected in the provinces of 
Zambezia, Gaza, Maputo, Inhambane and Nampula. Only $2 million has been raised to date. The 
Humanitarian Country Team is attempting to fundraise in-country and through bilateral discussions with 
donors in view of continuing to provide adequate assistance to the vulnerable and affected populations. The 
latest Mozambique Situation Report can be found on the OCHA ROSA website - ochaonline.un.org/rosea. 

VI. Namibia 

Heavy rains are being observed over northern Namibia and southern Angola. Flows in the Cuvelai oshanas 
(floodplains) of north-central and north-western Namibia are increasing. A new flood wave is passing in the 
main Cuvelai channel at Shanalumono and is expected to reach the Oshakati area in the next week. Any 
further high rains in the area would induce a flood risk, and rain is forecasted over this area over the next 
week. Organizations involved in flood response and management should prepare for this possibility.  

The Zambezi River at Katima Mulilo is 
slowly rising, and has now started to 
overflow its banks and inundate the 
floodplains of the Caprivi Strip down to the 
Chobe River; access to this area is or will 
soon be difficult. This flooding is an annual 
occurrence (as can be seen in the adjacent 
chart), and at this stage there is no 
indication of a major flood developing 
upstream. Indeed, not much change in river 
levels is expected at Katima Mulilo over the 
next week, and the initial inundation of the 
eastern floodplains is expected to occur in a 
very slow manner this year. Water levels of 
the Kavango River, which flows through 
north-east Namibia into northern Botswana, 
will also remain stable.  

VII. Zambia 

In Zambia, there have been local media reports of floods caused by heavy rains affecting the town of Kabwe 
in Central Province. Preliminary impact assessments indicate that 4,436 people had been affected by the 
rains and 743 houses damaged, including 200 houses that collapsed. Some 783 pit latrines have also 
collapsed and 156 wells contaminated. OCHA is following up with the Resident Coordinator’s Office in 
Zambia on this situation. 
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VIII. Contact 

Francis Battal 
Officer in Charge, OCHA Regional Office for Southern Africa 
+27 11 517 1624; battal@un.org; Cell Phone +27 (0) 82 904 6067 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665; zeelie@un.org; Cell Phone +27 (0)82 908 1441 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  
 

Sources: Relevant national disaster management authorities, relevant UN Resident Coordinator’s Offices, 
Namibia Hydrological Services, ZRA Zambia. NASA, NOAA, Tropical Storm Risk, SADC Climate Service 
Centre.  

Note: Household size estimated at five persons, except for Angola, where it is estimated at 6.8 persons, and 
South Africa, where it is estimated at 3.69 persons. 
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Disclaimer:
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this
map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Please note that flood areas are mapped at district level, except for South Africa,
Namibia and Mozambique, where some data was provided at regional level only.
*Average household size is estimated at 5 people.

In Malawi, 7 Camps were established in Nsanje district for those displaced by flooding
in mid-January. Some people are still living in the camps, whilst others have returned to
their homes as the flood situation in Nsanje is normalizing. Recent storms affected an
estimated 4,118 and 3,898 households (20,590 people and 19490 people) in Thyolo
and Blantyre respectively. Localized flooding has also occurred in the capital Lilongwe
and 276 people (53 households) were reportedly evacuated to 2 temporary shelter
sites.

In the Cuvelai floodplains of northern Namibia,
a new flood wave is expected to reach the
Oshakati area in the next week. Responders
should monitor the situation and be ready to
respond.

In South Africa, Tropical Storm Dando in January 2012 caused heavy rains in the
provinces of Limpopo and Mpumalanga that resulted in the flooding of many areas.

Tropical depression Irina crossed northern
Madagascar on 26 February. Preliminary
information indicates that Irina did not
cause major damage. Tropical cyclone
Giovanna hit Madagascar earlier in mid-
February, causing 28 deaths and 118
injuries. An estimated 3,000 people are
still displaced in temporary shelters in
Brickaville, Vatomandry, Antananarivo and
Mampikony districts. Around 978 school
classrooms have been damaged.
Humanitarian interventions are underway
to respond to the needs of those affected.

Mozambique is expected to be significantly affected by tropical storm Irina, which is
projected to hit as a category 1 tropical cyclone  in the next few days. In response to
the impacts from Cyclone Funso and Tropical Storm Dando in January 2012, an
estimated US$17 million is required to provide humanitarian assistance to 33,485
households (119,471 people) affected in the provinces of Zambezia, Gaza, Maputo,
Inhambane and Nampula. Only US$2 million have been raised to date.
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In Zambia, 4,436 people have been affected
by flooding in Kabwe; 743 houses have been
damaged, of which 200 have collapsed, 783
pit latrines have collapsed and 156 wells
have been contaminated, according to
preliminary impact assessments.


