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KEY FACTS 

 Since late January 2016, there was a influx of South Sudanese refugees fleeing into Sudan and settling for the first 

time in large numbers in East Darfur State. In nine months, the refugee population in the state increased from 164 

individuals (December 2015) to over 54,000 refugees (30 September). The South Sudanese arrivals are highly 

mobile and spread out across East Darfur, living in areas including the newly established Kario camp, Khor Omer, El 

Ferdous Raja old camp, Abu Jabra, Adila, and Assalaya. These areas are underserved and often difficult to access, 

making the provision of assistance by humanitarian partners challenging. 

 Continuing conflict and food insecurity in South Sudan are two of the main drivers of the displacement, with 

emergency levels of acute food insecurity and malnutrition in the border states of Northern Bahr El Ghazal, Unity and 

Warrap. With the continuing insecurity in South Sudan, a steady influx of refugees into Sudan is expected to 

continue.   

 The Government of Sudan has maintained an open border policy, allowing safe and unrestricted access to its 

territory for those fleeing the conflict in South Sudan, and has ensured their immediate protection and safety within 

its borders. The Four Freedoms Agreement is supported by the President of Sudan and allows South Sudanese to 

move, reside, work and own property in Sudan. On 1 September, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was 

signed between the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and Sudan’s Commissioner of Refugees (COR) as a framework 

on protection and assistance for South Sudanese refugees, which clarifies their status as refugees and COR’s role in 

coordinating the response on behalf of the government. It is expected this will improve humanitarian access in some 

areas.  

 UNHCR and partners supported the relocation of South Sudanese refugees living in Khor Omer camp in Ed Daein 

locality to the new camp in Kario town. Relocation began on 20 August in order to reduce overcrowding at Khor 

Omer. By 30 September the initial phase was completed: 3,758 individuals (2,234 households) had moved to Kario 

camp. This represents 22 per cent of the total planned for relocation: a registration exercise led by UNHCR and the 

Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) prior to relocation confirmed a planning figure of 16,958 South Sudanese 

refugees (3,568 households) for the initial phase.  

 In September, the Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan approved an allocation of US$2.6 million from the Sudan 

Humanitarian Fund to support 10,000 South Sudanese refugees from Raja currently residing in El Ferdous. The 

refugees will be settled at a new camp currently being developed in Al Nimir, in Assalaya locality (13km east of state 

capital Ed Daein). The funding will go towards site development activities, construction of a reception centre in El 

Ferdous town, and the provision of critical life-saving assistance. 

Locality Location Number of arrivals 

reported 
Source 

Ed Daein Khor Omer 

Raja Old Camp 

27,022* 

3,845 

IOM verification (Feb – Aug)  
IOM verification (Jul – Aug)  

Adila Different villages (Adila) 6,042 HAC 

Abu Jabra Abu Jabra 3,994 IOM verification (Jul) 

Assalaya Assalaya 2,531 HAC 

Abu Karinka Different villages (Abu Karinka) 1,340 SRCS 

Bahr El Arab Abu Matariq 

Kario camp 

380 

3,605 

IOM verification (Sep)  

UNHCR/SRCS registration (Aug—Sep) 

Yassin Muhajiria (Yassin) 602 HAC 

El Ferdous El Ferdous 4,885 I-A rapid assessment (May) (75) 

IOM verification (Jul) (4,238) 

SRCS/IOM (Aug) (572) 

Total   54,246   

South Sudanese refugee arrivals in East Darfur (end January to 30 September 2016) 

*A portion of the population in Khor Omer camp may have temporarily moved to locations other than Khor Omer within East and North Darfur  
(e.g. Al Lait) seeking seasonal labour. 
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KEY MESSAGES 

 The situation in East Darfur is a children’s emergency; children make up nearly 60 per cent of the refugee 

population. Education facilities are overwhelmed and many children, particularly girls, are not attending school. 

Child protection interventions need to be strengthened and children need to be supported to go to school.   

 There is an urgent need to support self-reliance and address the lack of livelihood opportunities for refugees 

arriving in East Darfur, which has left the majority of households unable to meet their food needs and other 

essential non-food requirements. Most new arrivals are unable to find work, or are engaged in casual labour 

where they receive low wages. On average, households spend over 80 per cent of their income on food. The 

situation has impacted protection concerns and exacerbated existing vulnerabilities, particularly for women. 

Women’s protection interventions need to be expanded, with a focus on access to appropriate income-

generating activities to support their ability to meet basic needs. 

 The South Sudan refugee emergency is now well into its third year. Ongoing violence remains at the heart of 

displacement into Sudan and neighbouring countries; the influx of South Sudanese refugees arriving in new 

areas of East Darfur in 2016 was not anticipated. The response is being carried out in underserviced areas 

where partners and resources are limited. In some areas of East Darfur, access is further constrained by 

insecurity and geographic isolation.  

 Refugees continue to arrive in El Ferdous and conditions in the area are severely overcrowded, which has led to 

a shortage of water and sanitation facilities and has increased pressure on already limited health services. 

Development of the site for the new refugee camp in Al Nimir remains a priority.  

 Funding shortages continue to threaten the response for new arrivals. The influx in East Darfur has critically 

stretched available resources and operational capacity of partners. Additional funds are required in order to meet 

the needs of the growing refugee population and mobilize a full-scale emergency response across the state. 

Sudan’s requirements within the 2016 South Sudan Regional Refugee Response Plan — revised in June 2016 

to reflect the new influx of South Sudanese refugees crossing into neighbouring countries since January 2016 — 

are only 20 per cent funded. The response also requires facilitation of new partnerships by the government.  

Current Situation 

The influx of South Sudanese refugees that began in late January 2016 continues, driven by deteriorating food security and 

continuing violence in South Sudan. Between January and September 2016, over 54,000 refugees have arrived in East Darfur. 

The majority of them are women and children who have arrived with poor nutritional and health status, with very few 

opportunities for livelihood and subsistence activities.  

Those entering Sudan are coming from areas in South Sudan facing unprecedented levels of food insecurity and malnutrition; 

up to 4 million people (one third of the population) are severely food insecure. Rates of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) have 

risen above the emergency threshold in all states, with Unity and Northern Bahr el Ghazal states along the border among the 

worst affected. The journey across the border during South Sudan’s rainy season (June – October) in conditions of insecurity 

has increased the risk of deteriorating nutritional status of the most vulnerable groups, particularly women and children. 

Despite challenges, the majority of new arrivals (30,627 individuals) had received initial assistance in Khor Omer camp by the 

end of August. Relief items, including food, nutrition and emergency household supplies were provided to almost all new 

arrivals in Khor Omer, and personal hygiene kits were distributed to nearly all pregnant and lactating women.  

Due to overcrowding in Khor Omer camp, local and state authorities identified land and granted permission to develop two 

new sites to host the new South Sudanese refugees. A new camp in Kario (Bahr El Arab locality, 45 km south of Ed Daein town) 

was developed using Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) Rapid Response funding, which supported humanitarian partners 

to set up basic services and infrastructure. An initial phase of the voluntary relocations from Khor Omer to Kario camp was 

completed on 30 September, with 3,758 individuals (2,234 households) relocated. Water trucking to Kario began in August and 

reached 50,000 l/day by the end of September, providing relocated individuals with 22 litres/person/day. Preparations are 

underway for the drilling of two boreholes in Kario. Construction of latrines at Kario was slow to start due to challenges related 

to the rainy season, but is steadily progressing, and 330 latrines were constructed by the end of September.  

In El Ferdous town, the construction of a reception centre and six communal shelters was completed to cater for the 

immediate needs of new arrivals. This will ensure assistance while they await relocation to the new camp at Al Nimir, Assalaya 

locality, about 13 km outside of Ed Daien.  
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Sector Target response Actual response to date in Khor Omer/Kario and El Ferdous/Raja Old Camp 

FSL 1-month emergency ration Food distributed to 8,337 HH/30,152 verified refugees (Aug, Khor Omer). Due to pipeline 

breaks, standard was not met. Due to relocation, Sept rations were distributed to 25,627 

individuals in Kario and to 5,000 individuals in Khor Omer. Some 1,031 people received wet 

food rations (1 meal/day) from UNHCR upon arrival in Kario. Due to pipeline break, refugees 

in other localities did not receive Sept rations.  

 
Food distributed to 1,128 HH/4,238 verified individuals in El Ferdous & 28,209 Mt was 

distributed to 432 HH/1,862 verified individuals in Raja Old Camp (Aug); salt & pulses missing 

from standard ration. No Sept ration in El Ferdous due to pipeline breaks. 

ES/NFIs 1 shelter per family  
1 NFI kit per family 

Shelter materials distributed to 1,189 relocated households in Kario (UNHCR refugee shelter 

standard) (gap 47%). Mosquito nets distributed to 2,000 HH (one per family) (gap 10%).  

 
No NFI activities during these months. No shelter distribution pending relocation to Al Nimir, 

site designated by GoS for the Raja refugees.  

WASH Water: 7.5 litres/person/day  
(l/p/d) 
 
 
Sanitation: 1 latrine per 50 
individuals 
 
 
Hygiene: 1 hygiene promoter 
(HP) per 500 individuals 

Water trucking in Khor Omer continued in Aug at 63,900 liters/day for 30,152 individuals, most 

of whom have left for farms, hence no overcrowding at water points & bladders mostly full. 

Water trucking was discontinued in Khor Omer following end of relocation (30 Sept). In Aug, 

water trucking started in Kario for 819 individuals. In Sept, water trucking to Kario continued at 

50,000 l/day, (22 l/p/d). 3 bladders have been installed in Kario. Preparations began for the 

drilling of 2 boreholes in Kario. Planned number of latrines in Khor Omer was not reached prior 

to relocation to Kario. By end Sept, 330 latrines had been constructed in Kario. As the aim was 

household latrines, the gap was 85% for 2,234 households. One reason is hard soil in Kario, 

increasing labour costs beyond funding limits.  

 

40,000 litres of chlorinated water per day for 2,400 individuals through water trucking, filling 2 

bladders (Raja Old Camp). No overcrowding at water points. By end Sept, 35 latrines 

constructed for 2,457 individuals (Raja Old Camp). 865 HHs received one jerry can & 5 pcs of 

soap (Raja Old Camp). 15 hygiene promoters trained (Raja Old Camp) (more than double 

required standard).    

Health 1 health unit per 10,000 
individuals 
2 health centres per 50,000 
individuals  
1 BEmONC per 125,000 
individuals 
Medical supplies as per SMoH 
standard list for PHC services 

1 emergency health kit, 2 diarrheal disease kits, 2 mini-surgical kits, 2 IMCI kits, essential 

drugs & ORS supplied to Khor Omer PHC. 1 of 2 rapid response kits & 33 cartons of drugs & 

drugs for children < 5 years were delivered in Aug. 4 trauma kits & 2 cartons of essential drugs 

were delivered to Kario. In Kario, health services were initially provided through a mobile clinic 

3 times/week & later through the newly constructed health facility (serving refugees & host 

community) at 70 consultations/day. The clinic is not yet running on weekends. Drugs provided 

to host community clinic & refugee clinic.  

 

2 mobile clinic sessions conducted in Aug, none in Sept (Raja Old Camp).  

Nutrition >90% coverage of expected 
caseload in a month 
>70% emergency blanket 
supplementary food (e-BSF) 
coverage of pregnant & 
lactating women (PLW) & 
children <5  
>90% of beneficiaries accessing 
treatment  

OTP services continued in Khor Omer. A mobile OTP was started in Kario, admitting 37 

children (Aug-Sept). TSFP services continued in Khor Omer but had yet to begin in Kario by 

end Sept.  
MUAC screening continued in Raja Old Camp. In Aug, 165 children were screened (23 found 

to be SAM, 73 MAM & 69 normal). No screening conducted in Sept.   

 
Mobile OTP running once a week in Raja Old Camp (36 SAM children end Sept). Lack of 

health services impacting negatively on nutrition.  

A fixed OTP running in El Ferdous since Feb 2016 (343 patients admitted so far).  

Protection Registration of unaccompanied 
and separated children 
(UASCs), family tracing & 
reunification; Persons with 
Specific Needs identified & 
responded to; Safety of 
displaced monitored, GBV 
(gender-based violence) 
survivors reached & assisted; 
child-friendly spaces (CFS) & 
alternative learning spaces 
(ALS) set up. 

Continuous monitoring of the situation of 87 UASC children relocated from Khor Omer to 

Kario. Alternative care family identification continued. 200 of 300 UASC have been reunited 

with their families; 87 children have been registered but not yet traced. 4 CFSs in Kario under 

construction. Registration of children who receive psychosocial support in Kario. Training on 

psychosocial support & FTR. Telephone services provided for UASC in Kario to allow for 

communication with their families in South Sudan.  

Education Access to temporary safe 
learning spaces (TLSs) 

1,500 school age children (520 girls) were supported to access safe learning spaces by 

construction of 5 TLSs in Khor Omer and 6 TLSs have been constructed in Kario, construction 

of gender-sensitive WASH facilities and distribution of essential education-in-emergencies and 

recreational materials. Teachers training conducted for 45 teachers (19 South Sudanese 

refugees, 26 host community).  

THE RESPONSE (Khor Omer camp/Kario camp and El Ferdous/Raja Old Camp, other localities below) 
Note: This table represents an aggregation of humanitarian assistance provided during August and September 2016. 
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Operating Environment and Coordination 

The Government of Sudan has been actively involved in the response in East Darfur, and is working with UN agencies and 

international partners to provide basic assistance, including health, nutrition, education, food and livelihoods support as well 

as the ongoing registration of new refugee arrivals. A state-wide coordination mechanism has been established by the East 

Darfur authorities, which organises regular meetings to oversee the response across all sectors, in collaboration with UNHCR 

and other humanitarian partners, and is aligned with UNHCR-led coordination mechanisms in the state.  

There has been no major spike in the number of arrivals into Sudan since the eruption of violence in Juba on 8 July. However, 

the flow of refugees into East Darfur remains steady. All partners on the ground continue to closely monitor the situation and 

are preparing for any potential influxes. Contingency planning has been completed under the lead of the Refugee 

Consultation Forum (RCF, formerly RMS).  

Insecurity in East Darfur is driven by inter-tribal conflict and localised crime and violence, which continue to limit partners’ 

activities and the extent of response throughout the state. The situation is especially critical for refugees who are scattered 

across areas outside of Ed Daein and El Ferdous where partners’ presence and capacity is limited.   

In close coordination with COR and the authorities, UNHCR will continue to coordinate the overall humanitarian response for 

the new arrivals. In East Darfur, the recent MoU between UNHCR and COR on coordination of the refugee response for South 

Sudanese is a significant development and will support the implementation of the South Sudan Regional Refugee Response 

Plan (RRRP).  

UNHCR has staff on the ground in Ed Daein to reinforce these efforts and has initiated the procedure for opening an Ed Daein 

field office. UNHCR continues to work also with OCHA and other UN agencies to ensure response coordination. 
 

2016 South Sudanese refugee arrivals in parts of East Darfur State (30 Sep 2016) 

 

6,042 
arrived in Adila 

3,994 
arrived in Abu Jabra 

3,985 
arrived in Bahr El Arab 

4,885 
arrived in El Ferdous 

2,531 
arrived in Assalaya 

602 
arrived in Yassin 

1,340 
arrived in Abu Karinka 

30,867 
arrived in Ed Daein 

Kalama (border crossing) 

Summary of response in El Ferdous locality, Abu Jabra and Abu Matariq  

El Ferdous: Verification of 75 families has not been possible due to their dispersion amongst the host community  

Abu Jabra: General food distribution rations distributed to 3,994 verified individuals in Aug; salt and pulses missing from standard. 
No Sept ration (pipeline breaks). Fixed OTP running with 215 SAM children admitted since Feb 2016.  Fixed TSFP is running with 35 

MAM children treated in Aug. 

Abu Matariq: Verification of 139 HH/380 individuals completed in September but no food distribution due to pipeline breaks. Fixed 
OTP is running with 279 SAM children admitted since Feb 2016. The fixed TSFP is running with 73 MAM children treated in Aug. 

Above activities in Abu Jabra and Abu Matariq are parts of CERF proposals on emergency shelter/NFI, primary health care & food. 
The implementation of certain parts of the CERF projects as well as access to other localities where SS are reported such as Adilla, 
Abu Karinka, Yassin and Assalaya remain pending verification & an inter-agency assessment mission which was put on hold due to 
prioritization of Raja SS influx.   


