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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.
Coordination Saves Lives

 ● Operations were scaled up to 
respond  to emergency levels of 
malnutrition in Longochuk, Upper 
Nile State.

 ● The South Sudan Common 
Humanitarian Fund (CHF) will 
allocate up to US$500,000 from 
its emergency reserve to mitigate 
flood effects in Bentiu Protection of 
Civilians sites in Unity State.

 ● Estimates from partners indicate 
some 1.29 million people have been 
internally displaced by the conflict. 
The increase was due to improved 
reporting from remote areas.

South Sudan Crisis
Situation Report No. 49 (as of 14 August 2014)

This report is produced by OCHA South Sudan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 7-14 August. The next 
report will be issued on or around 21 August 2014.

Situation overview                                                                                                                                                

Heavy fighting was reported around Nasir, Upper Nile State. The town was reportedly deserted. In Jonglei, the security 
situation was stable, but unpredictable. In Maban, Upper Nile State a fragile calm remained. Some civilians who fled 
Bunj last week during the fighting have returned, and flights to Maban have resumed. Meanwhile, cattle raiding and 
related revenge attacks were reported in parts of Lakes State.

The situation in Bentiu is still dire, with extremely poor living conditions for those seeking shelter in the protection of 
civilians (PoC) sites within the UN peacekeeping base. 

While new arrivals are being registered, there are reports that the recent flooding and resulting deterioration in conditions 
has caused some people to leave the Bentiu PoC. There are as yet no new official registration figures. These departures 
raise protection issues, as people may attempt perilous journeys on foot to Sudan or elsewhere. 

The UN Security Council visited South Sudan on 12 August. They were briefed by the UN peacekeeping mission and 
political leadership as well as humanitarians, and toured the UNMISS PoC site in Malakal, where they met with displaced 
people. Estimates from partners indicate some 1.3 million people have been internally displaced by the conflict since 
December. The change indicates an improvement in reporting mechanisms rather than an increase in people displaced.

3.8 million
People to be assisted by the 
end of the year

2.4 million
People reached with  
humanitarian assistance* 

1.3 million
People internally displaced 
by violence

442,600
People have fled to  
neighboring countries

* This includes people internally displaced, refugees from other countries sheltering in South Sudan and other vulnerable communities who have received assistance 
since January 2014. This does not mean that the needs of these people have been comprehensively met. 
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Humanitarian response 
Humanitarian services maintained in Maban county
In Bunj, Maban, essential humanitarian activities continued, with food distribution for the 127,000 refugees in the 
area underway. Emergency health services, though available, were limited, with water provision at acceptable 
levels, though aid agencies were still operating with minimal staff.  The Humanitarian Coordinator and the UNHCR 
Representative undertook a mission to Bunj on 9-10 August. Meetings were held with local authorities, humanitar-
ian staff, and the refugee community. The delegation also visited locations in Doro camp where civilians from Bunj 
had been displaced, the UNMISS Base, and Maban County Hospital. 

Dire nutrition situation identified in Longochuk, Upper Nile State
An initial assessment in Longochuk County, Upper Nile State reported alarmingly high global acute malnutrition 
(GAM) rates of 47 per cent in some areas, alongside a potential measles outbreak. Partners organized a scale up of 
existing programmes as well as a rapid response team to deliver nutrition and health support, and to assess WASH 
and shelter needs.

Cholera in decline; malaria,  respiratory infections are leading disease risk in displacement sites

The number of new cholera cases per day has significantly declined.  Since the outbreak began, some 5,697 cases 
have been confirmed, with 123 deaths (2.16 per cent fatality rate).  As of 14 August, there were 80 new cases report-
ed last week, compared with 247 new cases. In Juba , as of 14 August, there had been no new cases in the previous 
48 hours. However, other areas of the country, notably in  Torit,  Eastern Equatoria State, remained of concern. Health 
partners continued social mobilization and other health activities to continue to fight the spread of the disease.

Malaria, acute respiratory infection (ARI) and acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) continued to account for the highest dis-
ease risk in displacement sites as of 3 August, while  under-five and crude mortality rates remained below emergency 
thresholds in all surveyed displacement sites. Malnutrition  remained the leading cause of  death for under-fives.

Rapid response operations continue in hard-to-reach areas
Multi-sector rapid response operations continued in Jonglei, Unity, and Upper Nile states. In Leer, Unity State, a multi-
sector response continued. Response was ongoing in  Kaldak, Canal/Pigi County, Jonglei State, amid some security 
constraints. Fewer people than expected were able to register for the distribution, apparently due to insecurity in the 
surrounding area. Rapid response operations were also ongoing in Koch, Unity State, with WASH and protection 
support being delivered this week. Registrations began in the north of Nasir county, Upper Nile State.  In New Fangak, 
Jonglei, a rapid response mission concluded , covering nutrition, health, WASH, education, protection, and food 
sectors. Since February, rapid response operations have reached over 900,000 people with humanitarian assistance. 

  Camp Coordination and Camp Management

Response
 ● Relocations in Mingkaman, Lakes State: Aid agencies are conducting public 

information campaigns, and sensitization amongst community leaders, to provide 
people with the up to date information they need to make informed decisions about 
moving to new sites. 

400,651
displaced people supported 
through registration, site 
management and monitoring

New cholera cases per week
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 ● Tension in Bor: In Bor, Jonglei, State the need to mitigate tensions over leadership within the community in 
the Protection of Civilians (PoC) site increased. Partners may be required to facilitate community leadership 
elections. 

 ● Flood response in Bentiu: Land allocation for the new PoC 6 area within the UN peacekeeping base was 
approved. In coordination with displaced people, dry and higher space for relocation into PoC6 has been 
identified. Distribution of plastic sheets and other household items to flood-affected families was ongoing.

 ● Relocation of foreign nationals: 120 stranded foreign migrants received support for evacuation to their home 
countries. The latest registration data on foreign nationals showed that 578 individuals reside in the UN House 
site in Juba.  

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Community tensions: Tensions exist within some PoC sites. Site management teams have been increasing 

community engagement.  Discussions on strategies to better anticipate this situation are ongoing between the 
CCCM and Protection Clusters. 

 Education
Response

 ● New enrollments: 2,475 new students (46 per cent girls) enrolled in emergency 
education programs in Central Equatoria, Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states.  This 
brought the total number of children enrolled in emergency education to 173,253 
(42.3 per cent girls). 

 ● New learning centres in Juba and Wau Shilluk: Two temporary learning  
spaces were established in Juba UN House PoC site.

 ● Awareness campaigns conducted: 2,142 people (53 per cent women) participated in awareness campaigns 
in Rubkona and Juba. Sessions were on protection and health topics.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Occupied schools: Overall, a total of 90 schools were occupied (50 by displaced people, two by armed forces 

and displaced people, 35 by armed forces and three schools whose status was unknown.) 
 ● Teacher salaries remain delayed: School closure is related to inconsistent payment. Partners continued to 

advocate with relevant authorities on this issue.
 ● Students in hard-to-reach areas need to sit their exams: Secondary students in remote areas will need to sit 

their leaving exams in August. Partners were working with the Ministry of Education to facilitate this.
 ● Securing education supplies: remains a challenge due to the rainy season and restrictions at some border 

crossings, particularly at Maiwut county.
 ● Education access should be integrated with protection services: Affected children, as well as education 

providers, within and outside displacement sites and in host communities need integrated education, life skills, 
and psychosocial support.

 Emergency Telecommunication
Response

 ● Connectivity issues resolved: ETC partner technicians were deployed in Mingkaman, where a connectivity 
issue was solved; and Bentiu, where groundwork to install new equipment has been completed. Wi-Fi issues 
flagged at UN House, Juba 3, were also resolved.

 ● 120 organizations supported: As of 14 August, the sector supported 120 organizations at ten sites. 34 radio 
call signs were allocated in the previous week.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Registration issues at Mingakaman: At Mingkaman site, user registration was not working properly. A 

technician is working on this issue.
 ● Radio room staffing: There is a shortage of radio room staff in Bentiu, Bor, and Malakal.
 ● Equipment procurement: There is a lack of VHF radio equipment in operational hubs. Procuring equipment 

continues to be a challenge due to lengthy import procedures and security related delays.

173,200
children enrolled in  
emergency education
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 Food Security and Livelihoods
Response

 ● Rapid response operations: Overall, about 800,000 people have been reached through Emergency Operations 
and 700,000 under Relief and Recovery operations. Seven mobile teams were currently in deep field locations, 
assisting about 120,000 people. Food commodities continued to be delivered by air drops.

 ● Team redeployed to Maban: Following the evacuation on 9 August, a multi-partner team was re-deployed to 
the area to expedite food distributions to refugees. 

 ● Data collection in progress: Food security monitoring continued in non-conflict affected areas as well as in the 
three conflict affected states. Data collection will be completed by 19 August.

 ● Livelihoods support in Jonglei: 1,000 vegetable kits, tools, and 250 emergency fishing kits were distributed 
in Jonglei State. Overall, some 219,000 such livelihood kits have been distributed in the conflict-affected states. 
800 fishing and vegetable kits were distributed in Western and Central Equatoria. 

 ● Livestock vaccination campaign continued: Partners vaccinated 5,500 livestock in Aweil South, Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal State. Livestock vaccines were also delivered to Cueibet and Greater Yirol in Lakes State.

 Health

Response
 ● Cholera response ongoing, amid decline 

in new cases: As of 11 August 2014, a total of 
5,697 cholera cases including 123 deaths (CFR 
2.16 per cent) had been reported in South Sudan. 
Another 67 suspect cholera cases including one 
death were listed in Isohe payam, Ikotos County 
but were not included in the cumulative case count 
since laboratory confirmation was still pending. 
Most cases - 2,404 -  were reported in Eastern 
Equatoria State. There were cholera alerts in  Bor 
town, Jonglei State and Ikotos County, Eastern 
Equatoria State. 

 ● Hepatitis E in Mingkaman: Surveillance was 
ongoing in Mingkaman.  Total cases since the start 
of the outbreak was 81 with 7 reported in the previous week.

Needs, gaps, and constraints 
 ● Rains increase risk of waterborne disease: Heavy rains and floods are increasing health risks due to 

waterborne diseases.

Logistics

Response
 ● Supplies airlifted: Over 113 metric tonnes (mt) of humanitarian 

supplies were airlifted on behalf of ten different organizations to 
Akobo, Bentiu, Kiech Kon, Koch, Malakal, Nyal, Pigi Canal, and 
Rumbek.

 ● Additional aircraft contracted: The cluster continued the 
process of contracting a Mi26 helicopter to complement the 
current fleet (16 mt payload with two rotations per day). The 
aircraft was expected to arrive in country on 14 August.

 ● Fixed wing aircraft operational: The fixed wing aircraft (Hawker 
– 5 mt payload) was down for maintenance last week but was 
repaired during the reporting period.

 ● Barge progress: All four barges loaded with humanitarian aid continued toward Malakal, and were expected to 
arrive 14 August. 

During the  
past week

Cumulative 
since January

People reached 81,863 2,111,743
Outpatient consultations 15,816 967,579
Cholera cases 80 5,697
Hepatitis E cases (Mingkaman) 7 81
Measles vaccinations 2,872 400,272
Polio vaccinations 4,490 297,547
Cholera vaccinations (2 doses) - 120,176
Women provided ante-natal care 2,968 52,288
Women with assisted deliveries 334 9,056

Source: Health Cluster, as of 14 August 2014 (cholera figures as of 11 August)

Per cent of 
roads closed

Eastern Equatoria 10%
Jonglei 95%
Unity 70%
Upper NIle 15%

Source: Logistics cluster, 14 August 2014. Note: 45% of Lakes 
State roads closed to trucks
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Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Poor road access due to rains: Road conditions continued to deteriorate. See table for more information, 

as well as the latest access constraints map http://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/maps/lc_ss_774_
currentroadclosures_20140008_2.pdf

 ● Bentiu airstrip conditions: The Bentiu/Rubkona airstrip remains closed for fixed wing aircraft. Airlifts to Bentiu 
continued to be conducted using the Mi8 helicopters (2 mt), limiting the amount of cargo that can be delivered 
on a daily basis.

          Mine  Action
Response

 ● UXO accident in Pochala, Jonglei State: Partners were investigating a unexploded ordinance (UXO) accident 
in Pochala, where on 4 August a child was injured by an explosion in a schoolyard. The team is reviewing 
whether there is residual threat and conducting further clearance as needed.

 ● Clearance of Bentiu runway: Clearance of Bentiu runway was in progress.
 ● Reconnaissance in progress in Kajo Keji, Central Equatoria: A road in Kajo Keji is being surveyed to support 

a local road project. 
Needs, gaps, and constraints

 ● Difficult conditions in Unity and Upper Nile: Mine action teams face challenges working in Unity and Upper 
Nile states due to weather constraints.

 Multi-Sector Response to Refugees
Response

 ● Food distribution continued in Maban: Food (15 day ration) and soap (250g/p) 
distributions started on 10 August 2014 and were completed in Doro and Gendrassa 
refugee camps of Maban County, Upper Nile State without incident. Distributions 
in Kaya and Yusuf Batil started and will continue on 14 August 2014.To date, 
47,951 individuals in Doro camp, 17,344 in Gendrassa, 15,104 individuals in Yusif 
Batil and 8,788 individuals in Kaya refugee camps have been provided with food, i.e. 89,187 provided out of 
127,722 individuals planned.

 ● Psychosocial services provided: In Ajoung Thok, Unity State during the week, psychosocial activities continued 
in the 3 child friendly spaces with an average of 743 (23% girls) children attended the morning and afternoon 
sessions. In total, 11 new unaccompanied children and separated children were registered and 31 UASC were 
assessed. Meanwhile, 10cases were managed including 8 children placed with foster parents. The Soba Child 
Rights Club reported one case of mistreatment.

 ● GBV Messages shared: GBV messages on economic abuse and services was provided by IRC WPE 
programme which reached 87 people(49 female and 38 male). The activities were done through door to door 
convoy sessions. Group psychosocial support activities were organized for 42 women at the Women and Girls 
Wellness Centre and topics discussed was domestic violence: definition, causes, contributing factors, types and 
consequences.

 ● Teacher training continued: The Teacher training programme in Soba and Napata continued. 
 ● Schools constructed: The construction of primary schools in Napata and Merowe continued.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Poor runways and roads  limit delivery:Poor runways  limit the delivery of supplies by aircraft, as do the 

general poor road conditions due to the rainy season.   

239,683   
people reached multi-sector 
support
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 Protection
Response

 ● Report on conflict and protection issues released:The cluster released the 
“South Sudan Macro Trends Analysis-August 2014, which attempts to frame 
the current conflict and outline protection issues relevant to South Sudan. 
The report is available: http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/macro-analysis-
conflict-south-sudan-august-2014 

 ● Child protection services provided: As of 14 August, 84,400 children have been reached with child protection 
support of some kind.

 ● Registrations of unaccompanied minors: As of 8 August 4,319 children were registered as unaccompanied, 
separated or missing. To date, family tracing and reunification efforts have reunified 338 children with their care-
givers (8 per cent of the caseload). 

 ● Psychosocial support provided through child-friendly spaces: As of 14 August, 66,000 children under 18 
had been assisted through psychosocial support activities since January 2014, a 9 per cent increase since last 
week. 

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Needs analysis: Given the protracted nature of the emergency in South Sudan, there is need for real time 

evidence on child protection risks and needs to inform effective response. The sub-cluster organized a two days’ 
workshop on analysis and response monitoring workshop to explore ways to fill the information gap.

 ● Re-unification rate below standards: Since January 2014, 8 per cent of registered separated children have 
been reunified, which is below minimum standards of 90 per cent. A national information-sharing protocol is 
being finalized and endorsed by partners to improve outcomes.

 ● Service gap due to underfunding: A funding gap is hindering delivery of GBV support services in Bor town 
and Awerial. 

 Shelter and Non-Food Items

Response
 ● Response in Unity: In Koch County household items continued to be delivered 

to partners on the ground for distribution to 7,000 families. The stock to be 
distributed in Leer County is currently en route from Juba to Rumbek, with 
delays due to bad weather.  

 ● Response in Upper Nile: Distribution of household items to newly arrived 
displaced people in Malakal town from Pigi/Canal County was ongoing, with 
over 200 families assisted so far. 

 ● Response in Jonglei: Household items were received by partners on the ground in Akobo for distribution to 
1,700 families once all items have been delivered. In Yuai, Uror County, nearly 4,985 families were registered to 
receive a light NFI kit.  

 ● Response in other areas: In Mundri, Western Equatoria State, an inter-agency assessment was ongoing to 
determine needs of people displaced due to conflict around cattle-grazing. In Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal 
State, distribution of blankets, mosquito nets and sleeping mats was underway to over 3,790 families displaced 
by conflict. 

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Stock needed in Bentiu: Delivery of urgently needed items to Bentiu is awaiting support from the Logistics 

Cluster.  
 ● Response in PoC sites: Response in PoC sites remains slow in some areas due to site and ground works that 

need to be completed before full shelter response can start. However, assistance is being provided to vulnerable 
families while the wait for relocation to newer or improved sites, and some progress is underway on relocations 
where sites are nearing completion.

 ● Logistical constraints: The response is constrained by the logistics required to move stock from the national 
warehouse to field locations. The cluster is working closely with the Logistics Cluster to resolve bottlenecks.

657,450
people reached with household 
items of which

232,310
received shelter assistance

84,400
children reached with child pro-
tection support
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
Response

 ● Emergency WASH provision: Partners maintained emergency WASH services 
in Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites and other displacement sites. 

 ● Progress against emergency standards: Global emergency water standards 
(15 litres per person per day were achieved in 28 sites. Sanitation standards of 
1 latrine per 50 people were achieved in 15 sites.

 ● Ongoing cholera response: Cholera response, with WASH partners, was ongoing in Juba and Kodok/Lul, 
Malakal PoC site and Wau Shilluk in Upper Nile State. WASH partners across South Sudan are working on 
cholera prevention activities. In Eastern Equatoria State, WASH partners continued to scale up response in Torit, 
Ikotos, Magwi, and Lapof Lapon.

 ● Scale up continues in Bentiu PoC site: The scale up of WASH activities was ongoing in the Bentiu PoC site.  
Water supply was at 11.6 litres per person per day. Sanitation remained a high priority, with 1 latrine per 74 
people currently available - the decrease in coverage is because some latrines had to be decommissioned due 
to flooding. Partners are working to close the gap.  There is a current gap of 269 latrines to reach emergency 
SPHERE standards (1 latrine per 50 people).  Hygiene promotion awareness campaigns continued.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Sanitation coverage: Keeping up the rate of latrine construction to match the rate of latrine decommissioning is 

making it challenging to scale up latrine coverage in many locations, especially where there has been flooding. 
 ● Improved access: Sustained access to priority  areas as well as new locations is critical for continued service 

provision.
 ● More staff needed: Additional WASH personnel is needed to coordinate and implement WASH programming.

Funding 
As of 14 August, the Crisis Response Plan (CRP) had secured 51 per cent of total requirements, or US$913 million. 
However, funding levels vary across sectors. 

Common Humanitarian Fund Reserve Allocation Approved for Bentiu PoC

This week, the Humanitarian Coordinator approved the allocation of up to US$500,000 under the Common Human-
itarian Fund (CHF) reserve allocation mechanism to support projects aimed at alleviating deteriorating living condi-
tions in the Bentiu PoC sites. The Camp Coordination and Management cluster in Bentiu will oversee the process 
of recommending projects to be funded under this allocation.

The South Sudan CHF is a multi-donor pooled fund that has allocated $114.4 million so far this year. Donors in-
clude: Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Norway, the Netherlands, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. 

Background on the crisis:
Conflict broke out in Juba, the capital of South Sudan, on 15 December 2013 and quickly spread to several other states. Within weeks, thou-
sands of people had been killed or wounded in the violence, and hundreds of thousands displaced from their homes. Despite the signing of 
a cessation of hostilities agreement on 23 January 2014 and a recommitment to the peace process on 9 May, fighting between Government 
and opposition forces has continued, especially in Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states. The crisis has led to a serious deterioration in the 
food security situation, and some 3.9 million people will face alarming levels of food insecurity by August 2014.

For further information or to provide feedback on this product, please contact: 
Amanda Weyler, Public Information and Reporting Officer, weylera@un.org, +211 922 473 115
Jennifer Paton, Public Information and Reporting Officer, patonj@un.org, +211 920 100 413
Websites: www.unocha.org/south-sudan | http://southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/
Facebook UNOCHA South Sudan | Twitter @OCHASouthSudan

2.4 million 

people reached with WASH 
assistance.


