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KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• India recorded over 6.7 million new cases of COVID-19 in the last 
month, taking the total cases to 28,996,473. 

• India and Nepal hospitals continue to be overwhelmed and lacking 
in oxygen supplies and sufficient beds, equipment and supplies 
for the surge in patients. 

• Lockdowns and other protective measures are slowing the rates of 
infection in both countries, but shortages of equipment and 
supplies persist. 

• Project HOPE and partners have distributed 150 oxygen 
concentrators, 8000 oxygen masks, 227000 units of PPE, 3250 
pulse oximeters, and other supplies in 5 Indian states: Karnataka, 
Telangana, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha. 

• Project HOPE and partners have developed an innovative program 
aimed at pediatric COVID-19 patients to improve protection and 
clinical care for children in 28 Indian health facilities. 

• Over 750 Nepali healthcare workers have been trained on COVID-
19 Acute Care, with several more sessions planned in the coming 
weeks. 

• In Nepal, hospital beds, 100 oxygen tanks, 84 oxygen 
concentrators, temporary hospital tents, and 8000 units of PPE 
have been distributed. 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

India 
With the total of COVID-19 cases now nearly 29 million, India has seen a 
major increase in cases of COVID-19 since March 2021. In the past month, 
there have been nearly 7 million new cases of COVID-19 across the 
country of India.  
 
A critical shortage of oxygen has increased the number of deaths from 
COVID-19 while a lack of PPE has threatened to further increase the 
outbreak. The rate of new COVID-19 cases is starting to fall in India and 

Quick Facts 
• India and Nepal are 

experiencing a massive 
outbreak of COVID-19 
exacerbated by shortages 
of critical supplies. 

• Items most in need are 
PPE, oxygen supplies, ICU 
equipment, and 
ventilators. 

• Project HOPE is working 
with local partners to 
mobilize procurements 
and shipment of critical 
medical supplies to the 
hardest hit regions. 
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Nepal, but with lockdowns scheduled to end, there are predictions of a 
third wave of infections.  

 
Nepal 
According to the Ministry of Health (MOH), the country is currently facing the 
challenges related fatalities, pushing the death toll to 8,098 (as of 8 June 2021). 
Vaccination rates remain around 2-3%, so adequate healthcare and social measures 
must continue to reduce infection rates.  
 
Nepal relies heavily on India for its medical supply chain, but with a similar crisis 
across the border, the country will continue to struggle to meet the needs fo COVID-
19 patients and sufficient PPE. Repeated calls for international aid have fallen short 
of supplying adequate resources to combat the current outbreak. 
 

PROJECT HOPE’S RESPONSE 
 
In India, Project HOPE’s team is working with local partners and 
government officials to facilitate the rapid in-country procurement and 
distribution of PPE, oxygen supplies, ICU equipment, ventilators, and 
other critical items to support the overwhelmed healthcare system. 
Relief efforts have delivered to five states with another two planned in 
the next week. Project HOPE is also working with local partners to 
permanently increase capacity at several facilities by installing oxygen 
generation plants. 
 
COVID-19 healthcare facilities were designed for adult patients and lack 
many features needed for pediatric patients’ wellbeing. A new initiative 
by Project HOPE and partners will develop child-friendly clinical spaces 
to accommodate the youngest patients and their families. This will be 
combined with specific distributions of pediatric supplies and training on 
pediatric treatment of COVID-19. 
 
In Nepal, Project HOPE has trained 771 frontline healthcare workers in 
COVID-19 Acute Care, with additional trainings planned over the coming 
weeks. Project HOPE has worked with partners to procure and distribute 
hospital beds, 100 oxygen tanks, 84 oxygen concentrators, temporary 
hospital tents, and 8000 units of PPE have been distributed. An airlift of 80 
pallets of PPE and hospital beds is being scheduled for late June. 
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Project HOPE and partners deliver oxygen 
supplies to a clinic in Kathmandu. 
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