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HUMANITARIAN  
FIGURES 

HEADLINES 
➡ 25th June-  "We must not let down the people of South 
Sudan", ambassador Jonathan Allen urges the UK 

➡ 29th July-  Ebola assessed as ‘high risk’ in South Sudan  

➡ 2nd August- Malaria cases soar as rainy season 
intensifies across South Sudan  

➡ 4th August-  South Sudan and the Sudanese celebrate 
power-sharing deal 

SOUTH SUDAN HISTORY AND CONTEXT: 
South Sudan is the newest country in the world. Before 1956, 
Egyptian and British powers ruled the whole area of Sudan 
(before the country split into two parts). A declaration of 
independence in 1956 freed citizens from colonial rule. Ismael 
Al-Azhari spearheaded the liberation campaign, but as a 
Muslim, his emphasis on Sudan’s Arab and Islamic character 
unsettled the millions of black African Sudanese people living 
in the country at the time. As a result, a civil war erupted in 
which the Arab north and African south found themselves in 
major conflict. The north relented and allowed the south 
quasi-autonomous rule of its own region, and a peace treaty 
was in effect from 1972 to 1983. However, the south remained 
suspicious of the north’s control over them. Further fighting 
broke out and the second civil war to ravage the nation lasted 
from 1983 to 2005. The South gained more independence in 
2006 but it wasn’t until January 2011 through a nationwide 
referendum, that 99% voted in favour of the separation of the 
two regions, and South Sudan became a fully-fledged country 
with its own government. 

Political unrest erupted in 2013 after President Salva Kiir 
accused Vice-President Riek Machar of conspiring against his 
government. The dispute between government and rebel 
forces evolved into a devastating civil war that continues to be 
fought on political allegiances. 

6.96 million 
(Approximately 50%) of the 
South-Sudanese people are 
severely food insecure (World 
Health Organisation) 

Only 38.8% 
Of OCHA'S Humanitarian 
Response Plan for South 
Sudan has been met. It 
targets 5.7 million of the 7.1 
million who require aid in the 
nation. The total 
requirements for the project 
are approximately $1.5 bn and 
$584,575,128 has been met so 
far. 

2.2 million  
Children have been thrust 
into lives of hardship with 
little or no access to 
education because of constant 
fighting. For 3 out of 4 of 
these children, war is all they 
know, according to UNICEF. 
(For more information about 
the education crisis in South 
Sudan, read our blog here). 

 

SOUTH SUDAN 
JUNE – AUGUST 2019 BRIEFING 
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A recent report estimates more than 380 000 people have 
been killed as a result of civil war in South Sudan: twelve 
ceasefires have been signed since the humanitarian crisis 
began in 2013, and none have brought resolution or peace to 
the nation. Ethnic minorities have been persecuted by inter-
communal violence, while other indiscriminate attacks have 
contributed to the mass-murder, rape and torture of South-
Sudanese civilians caught up in the conflict. 

South Sudan is the largest contributor to the refugee crisis in 
East and North-East Africa: insecurity in the region displaces 
1.9 million people and forces 2.3 million to flee to 
neighbouring countries as refugees. Brutality, acts of violence 
and political unrest have given rise to one of the world’s worst 
situations of food insecurity, displacement and deepening 
poverty. South Sudan’s reputation as the most dangerous 
place to be an aid worker makes the challenge of distributing 
food and medicine to those who desperately need it even 
more difficult.  

Latest Developments… 

๏ Struggling - civilians caught in the crossfire of 
faction and territorial warfare 
All ages in South-Sudanese society are suffering. GOV UK's 
data tells us that only 3.4% of the nation’s population is 65 
and above, as the chances of living long, healthy lives become 
slimmer. 20 million people in South Sudan are in critical need 
after conflict and the worst drought in 70 years.  

๏ September 2018’s peace deal starts to bring a 
positive change to the people  
In June 2019, Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
and Head of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, 
David Shearer stated that “The drop in political violence … 
has meant hundreds, if not thousands of people are alive, who 
otherwise would not be…” It is because of this safer (though 
not completely secure) environment that 500,000+ South-
Sudanese people have re-entered the country. Even if the 
situation has not completely been resolved, it is evident that 
the South-Sudanese people anticipate peace. 89% of them 
agreed that "there will be lasting peace by the end of the 
year". 

๏ Sexual crimes against women continue to scourge 
South Sudan, accompanying the rise in violence 
Despite a decrease in overall violence, gender-based violence 
(GBV) and sexual violence is on the rise. In 2019, South Sudan 
became the 3rd worst country in the world in its protection of 
women. In 2018 and 2019, 100+ heinous sexual crimes carried 

HARTS 
PARTNERS IN 
SOUTH SUDAN 
 

The Diocese of Wau 
The Diocese of Wau covers two 
states in South Sudan. They 
undertake a broad range of 
humanitarian and development 
programmes and are heavily 
involved in campaigns across the 
area. HART received funds in 
2017 for the Diocese to 
construct a new health clinic on 
the Eastern Bank. The HART 
team visited the clinic in 
February 2019. The clinic will 
provide accessible quality health 
care for the wider community, as 
the government clinic operating 
in the area is over-capacity.  

 
Christian Action for Relief 
and Development (CARD) 
CARD is the emergency relief 
branch of the Diocese. Their 
mission is to fully  transform 
vulnerable communities lives 
through increasing food security 
and agricultural productivity, 
improving educational facilities, 
and promoting peace building.  

 

 
Above, IDPs living in ECSS 
camp with their food 
distributions from The Diocese 
of Wau.  
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out by government workers were noted. The director of the project Acled, who have conducted 
studies detailing acts of violence against women, warns of the culture of impunity (facilitating a 
multiplicity of violent acts): “Impunity plays a troubling role in the continuation of such violence.” 
Women’s lives need to be protected and their attackers duly punished for any hope of recovery. 

๏ A scheme to prevent Ebola spreading in South Sudan requires funding to save lives 
After the horrors of the 2014-2016 West African Ebola outbreak, South Sudan is taking steps to 
secure itself against such a threat. The joint efforts of the Ministry of Health, the United Nations, 
and its partners are spearheading a scheme to better Ebola prevention.The whole initiative requires 
$12 million, and emphasises preventative measures and illness-detection training as a necessary means 
of saving lives. Dr Olushayo Olu, acting Humanitarian Coordinator for the UN in South Sudan 
commented, “… investing in prevention and preparedness is not only the right thing to do, it is the 
smart thing to do.” Much has already been achieved: examination / screening is now a fixture at 
borders, 900 treatment volunteers have been equipped with sufficient knowledge to detect and react 
to Ebola, and 28 Rapid Response Teams have been granted authority to attend to Ebola emergencies. 
A country already embroiled in conflict does not need an Ebola outbreak on its plate. 

In South Sudan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At a time when conflicts like those in HART’s locations 
(Burma, Nagorno-Karabakh, Nigeria, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Syria, Timor-Leste, Uganda) lie under the radar of 
mainstream news outlets, we think it is vital to 
understand as much as we can about each nation and 
what is happening there. 

To download more country briefings from other areas 
where HART operates, please visit the website:  
https://www.hart-uk.org/  

 

860,000 malnourished children 

596,000 malnourished women (2019)  (Source) 

1.9 million internally displaced persons with 200,000 living in 
Protection of Civilisation sites  

2.3 million South-Sudanese people in other countries (many are 
refugees within Africa) (2019) (Source) 

Population: 13 million (2019) (Source) 

Median age: 18.1 years (c. 2018) 

Maternal mortality rate: 789 deaths / 100,000 live births (2015) 

Total fertility rate: 5.34 children born / woman (2018) (Source) 

Map of the Republic of South Sudan (Source) 


